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CHAP.XLVUi 

Plan  ^  the  four  Imt  volun^s-^Succfmon  end  QharwtfT$ 
ofths  Gr^k  en^erors  of  Constaniimfk^frm  ihti  time 
ofH^raclm  to  the  Latin  confp/test, 

I  HAV^  now  deduced  £r<m  Triyw  to  Constant  chaf* 
tine,  fimn  GoMtantiae  to  HeracUus,  the  regfoim  ^7^llll 
series  oi  thd  Roman  emperors;  and  faithfoUyDefiieuaf 
exposed  tine  piMperous  and  adverfe  IbrtuMs  cif  ^^^^ 
their  reigns.    Ipiw  centimes  of  the  dedine  ami  ^^t^ 
fall  of  the  MOfftre  have  already  ^lapaedr  but  ap«# 
riod  of  more  than  ag:ht  huiifhfed  years  still  sepsk 
fates  Die  fron  thfttcsm  of  «QP  khouffc  tha  ^^ 
vou  IX.  » 


2  THE  DECLINE  AND  ^ALL 

CHAP,   of  Constantinople  by  the  Turks.    Should  t  per^* 
XLvii%  severe  in  the  same  course,  should  I  observe  the 
same  measure,  a  prolix  and  slender  thread  would 
be  spun  through  many  d  volume,  nor  would  the 
patient  reader  find  an  adequate  reward  of  instruc- 
tion or  amusement.     At  every  step  as  we  sink 
deeper  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  eastern  em- 
pire, the  annals  of  each  succeeding  reign  would 
impose  a  more  ungrateful  and  melancholy  task. 
These  annals  must  continue  to  repeat  a  tedious  and 
uniform  tale  of  weakness  and  misery;  the  natural 
connection  of  causes  and  events  would  be  broken 
by  frequent  and  hasty  transitions,  and  a  minute 
accumulation  of  circumstances  must  destroy  the 
light  and  eflFect  of  those  general  pictures  which 
compose  the  use  and  ornament  of  a  remote  history. 
From  the  time  ofHeradius,  the  Byzantine  theatre 
is  contracted  and  darkened :  the  line  of  empire, 
which  had  been  defined  by  the  laws  of  Justinian 
and  the  arms  of  Belisarius,  recedes  on  all  sides 
from  our  view :  the  Roman  name,  the  proper 
subject  of  our  inquiries^  is  reduced  to  a  narrow 
corner  of  Euyope,  to  the  lonely  Suburbs  of  Con- 
stantinople; and  the  fate  of  the  Greek  empire  has 
been  compared  to  that  of  the  Rhine,  which  loses 
'  itself  in  the'  sands,  before  its  Waters  can  niingle 
,  \  ;  with  tlie  oceati.  The  s^ale  of  dominion  is  diafiinish«- 
ed  to  our  view  by  tfee  distaiice  of  time  afsd  jdace  : 
nor  is- the  loss  of-  external  spteadour  compensated 
-    by  the  nobler  gfifts  of  virtue  and  genius..  In  the 
ki^:nfA>ments^  q{  her  decay,  Conje^ax^tinople  wa;s 
doubtiesis  more  .dpuient  arid  popQloiis  than  Athens 
sr:b«v:m6it«fli»iBld]iio^  <^a,  wti^  a  scanty  sum' air 
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rfx  thoiiswd  talents,  or  twelve  hundred  thousand  f  )^^^- 
poundssterling,  was  possessed  by  twenty-one  thou*- 
sand  male^itizens  of  an  adult  age;  Biit  each  of 
these  citizens  was  a  freemati  who  dared  to  assert 
the  liberty  of  his  thoughts,  words^  and  actions ; 
whose  person  and  property  were  guarded  by  equsd 
law ;  and  who  exercfeed  his  independent  vote  in 
the  government  of  the  republic.  Their  numbers 
seem  to  be  multiplied  by  the  strong  and  various 
discriminations  of  character  :  under  the  shield  of 
freedom,  on  the  wings  of  emulation  and  vanity, 
each  Athenian  aspired  to  the  level  of  theoiational 
dignity :  from  this  commanding  eminence,  some 
chosen  spirits  soared  beyond  the  reach  of  a  vulgar 
eye ;  and  the  chances  of  superior  merit  in  a  great 
and  populous  kingdom,  as  they  are  proved  by  ex« 
perience,  would  excuse  the  computation  of  ima*^ 
ginary  millions.  The  territories  of  Athehd,  Sparta, 
and  their  allies,  do  not  exceed  dnnoderate  pro- 
vince of  France  or  England :  but  after  the  tro*. 
phies  of  Salamis  and  Plataea,  they  expand  in  our 
fancy  to  the  gigantic  size  of  Asia^  which  had  been 
trampled  under  the  feet  of  the  victorious  Greeks. 
But  the  subjects  of  the  Byzantine  empire,  who 
assume  and  dishonour  the  names  both  of  Greeks 
and  Romans,  present  a  dead  uniformity  of  abject 
vices,  which  are  neither  softened  by  the  weakness 
of  humonity,  nor  animated  by  the  vigour  of  me- 
morable crimes.  The  freemen  of  antiquity  might 
repeat  with  generous  enthusiasm  the  sentence  of 
Homer,  *^  that  on  the  first  day  of  his  servitude, 
"  the  captive  is  deprived  of  one  half  of  his  manly 
"  virtue."   But  the  poet  had  only  seen  the  effects 
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CHAP,  of  civil  OP  domestic  rinvery,  nor  could  he  fore- 
♦^I!!h  teU  that  the  ^cccmd  moiety  of  maahood  must  be 
annihilated  hy  the  ftfHrittial  despotism^  which 
tackles,  not  only  the  actions,  but   even  the 
thoughts^  of  the  prostrate  votary.   By  tbi^  doiible 
yoke,  the  Greeks  were  o[)pressed  under  the  suc^ 
cessors  of  HeracUus,  the  tyrant:  a  lair  of  eternal 
justicei  was  degraded  by  the  vices  of  his  subjects ; 
and  on  tbe.thronej  in  the  camp»  in  the  schools, 
ve  search,  perhaps  with  fruitless  diligence,  the 
MB^s  and  characters  that  may  deserve  to  be  re« 
scued  from  oblivion.    Nor  are  the  defects  of  the 
subject  compensated  by  the  skill  and  variety  of  the 
painters.   Of  a  space  of  eight  hundred  yearS)  the 
four  first  centuries  are  overspread  with  a  cloud 
interrupted  by  some  faint  imd  broken  rays  of  his^ 
toric  light ;  in  the  lives  of  the  emperors,  from 
Maurice  to  Alexius,  Basil  the  Macedonian  has 
alone  been  the  theme  of  a  separate  work;  and  the 
absence,  or  loss,  or  imperfection,  of  contednporary 
evidence^  must  be  jpoorly  sup{died  by  the  doubtfUl 
authority  of  more  recent  c(Hnpilers.  The  four  last 
centuries  are  exemptfrom  the  reproachof  penury : 
and  with  theComnenian  family*  the  histork  muse 
of  Constantinople  again  revives, but  her  apparel  is 
gaudy,  her  motions  are  without  elegance  or  grace. 
A  successionof  priests,  or  courtiers,  treads  in  each 
other's  footsteps  in  the  same  path  of  servitude  and 
isuperstition:  their  views  are  narrow,  their  jud^^- 
ipent  is  feeble  or. corrupt;  and  we  close  the 
Volupie  of  copious  barrraness,  still  ignorant  of  the 
causes  of  events,  the  characters  of  the  actors^  and 
the  manners  of  the  times,  which  they  celebrate  or 
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deplore.  The  dbaetTation  wliieh  has  been  applied  cukVs 
to  a  man,  may  he  extended  to  a  whole  people^  x^tT"fl 
that  the  enet^  of  the  sword  is  communicated  to 
the  pen ;  and  it  will  be  found  hy  exp^ience  that 
the  tone  of  histcny  will  riae  or  fall  with  the  spirit 
of  the  age* 

f^rom  these  considerations^  I  should  have  aban«  i^  conbec* 
doned  without  regret  the  Greek  slaves  and  their  the  nroiu- 
seiVile  historians,  had  I  not  reflected  that  the  fate  ^f^^  ^^ 
of  the  Byzantine  monarchy  is  joo^^ttie^y  connected 
with  the  most  splendid  and  important  revolutions 
which  have  changed  the  state  of  the  world.  The 
space  of  the  lost  provinces  was  immediately  re« 
plenished  with  new  colomes  and  rising  kingdoms  i 
the  active  virtues  of  peace  and  war  deserted  from 
the  vanquished  to  the  victorious  nations;  and  it  is 
in  their  origin  and  conquests^  in  their  religion  and 
government,  that  we  must  explore  the  causes  and 
effects  ot  the  decline  and  f^ll  of  the  eastern  em- 
pire. Nor  will  this  scope  of  narrative,  the  riches 
and  variety  of  these  raaterials>  be  incompatible 
with  the  unity  of  design  and  composition.  As^ 
inhis  daily  prayers,  theMussulman  of  Fez  or  Delhi 
still  turns  his  face  towards  the  temple  of  Mecca, 
the  historian's  eye  shall  be  always  fixed  on  the  ci« 
ty  of  Constantinople,  T;be  excursive  line  may  em-* 
brace  the  wilds  of  Arabia  and  Tartary,  but  the 
circle  will  be  ultimately  reduced  tp  the  decreasing 
limit  of  the  Roman  monarchy.  i' 

On  this  principle  I  «hall  now  estaUish  the  plan  rum  of  the 
of  the  four  last  volumes  of  the  present  work.  The  volumes. 
firstchap<?erwillccmtain,inaregularseries,  the  em- 
perors who  reigned  atConstantim^ite  during  a  pe« 
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c  u  AP.  riod  of  six  hundred  yesivs,  flrom  the  days  of  Hera-r 
^^tlf!h  clius  to  the  Latin  coiiquest :  a  rapU  abstract^ 
which  may  be  supported  by  a  general  appeal  to 
the  order  and  text  of  the  original  hisl^ortans.  In 
fiiisintrddiiction  I  shall  cdhfinemysdlf  to  4he  r<^-» 
volutions  of  the  throne,  the  succession  of  famjilies, 
'  the  personal  characters  of  the  Greek  piinces/the 
mode  of  theic  life  and  dedth»  the  maxims. and  tn- 
fluence  of  their  domestic  •^vernmant»^Qd  the 
tendency  of  their  reign  to  accelerate  or.  suspend 
the  downfal  of  the  eastern  empiire.  Smix  ik  Qbi*o- 
nbldgical  revieHJr ;  will  $erve  to  illustrate  tlife  var 
rious  argument  of  the  subsequent  chapters ;  and 
each  circkmsiahce  of  the 'eventful  stoty  i)f  the 
barbarians  will  adapt  itself  ya  a  pmper.  pi^^ee  to 
the  Byzantine  annals.  'The  JDiternaiistat^iof  tbe 
empire^  and  the  dangerous  heresy  of.  tfee'^BanUr 
ciasis,  which  shook  the 'East  and.enligbteiie^.  th^ 
West,  will  be  the  stft)|ebt  of  two  septate  eb^ 
ters;  but  t^hese  inqufaies  must  be:  pcrstpo^ed  tUl 
our  farthen  progress  shall  >have  opened  ike  view 
of  the  world  in  the  ninth  aud  ten^h  centuries  of 
the  'Christian  era-  After  this  foundatiott  of  By- 
^antibe  .history,  the  following  nations^  will  pass 
befoife  our"  eyed,  and  eaoh  leiU  ocQupy  the  £S>tiee  to 
which  it  may  be  entitlc^i'by  greatneiss  or  merit, 
et  the'  degree  of  Qonxieqti0p  with  tiie  l^man 
ipirbrld  land  the  present  age.  I*  The  Fha:^es  ;  a 
gener^  appellation  wbifiib  includes  all  tlnQ  barba^ 
i  irians  of  France^  Italy;  and  Qerjuftny?  wbo.w/ere 
.  .  :o .  tubited  ;by  the  ^word  ^d  sceptre  qf  C Wlemagne. 
The  ite]:seeution  of  images  and  their  votaries^'  sor 
parat^RqmewdItalyfrointheBy29pt]|nethrpne^ 
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wA  prepared  the  restoration  of  the  Ron(Mtn,)e0it  V^ap. 
pire  in  the  West  IL  The  A«abs  or  Sar^crns.  ^^'^^^^^ 
Three  ample  cbapters  will.te  devoted  to  ,t)u9.€y-> 
rious  and  intenesting  object.  Ip  the  firati  Rfter 
a  picture  -of  the  country  avid  its  inlj^abitaetits,  I 
sba]I  investigaAe  the  .charwtter/  of  Mali^meti  (ha 
character,  religion,  and  auQcess  of  the  prophet^ 
In  the  secic^nd,  I  shall  lead  the;  Arabs  to  thq  cant 
i^e^  of  S]?m»  JE^pt^imd  Africa,  the  prpyinff? 
of  the  Roman^empire ;  n^n  oan  I  che^k  thek  v^ct 
torious  career  till  they  have  overthrown  the^  mot 
narchies  of  Persia  and  Sp^n..  bii.tbe  thifid,  J 
shall  inquire  hoitr  Constantinople,  and  iEuipp^ 
were  saved  by  the  luxury  and  arts,,  the  d^vi^i«^ 
and  decay,  of  the  empire :of  the  caliphs.  A  sing}« 
chapter  will  include*  HI*  TheBuLGARiAM^,  Xy« 
Hungarians,,  ^nd  V*  Eu^sians,  who  a6s%nj^ 
by  sea  or  by  land  the  provinces  and  the  f^§it^^ 
but  the  lasjbaf  thes^,.  so  iff)poitant  in  their pTfer 
sent  greatne^,  will  excite  spi^e  curiosity  ii^  thei^ 
origin  and  infancy.  VI.The  Nojima^s^  ic^r^rgt 
ther  the  private  adve^tiir^s  of  th^t  w«(rU]^e;pf iH 
pie,  who  founded  a  pp^wprful  J^gdoni  infARMllg 
and  Sicily«.  shpok  the  throne  •<>f  Cpnst^tinppi^f 
displayed  ^e  trophies  of  chivalry,  ^nd  -^kuQ^t 
realized  the  wonder^  of  rpmance^  VIL  "^'l^e: L At 
Tii<)s ;  the  p^bjectsof  the.pc|ie,  the  nations  ofj  tl}(t 
West,  who  in.lisjted  under  the  banner  of  tli^e  cro^} 
for  the  recovery  or  relief  of  the  holy  sepulchrf^ 
The  Greek:  empergrs  were  temfied  and  pre^ir^ 
ed  by  then^yri^  of  pilgrims  who  niorched  to  jjf(fu 
nisalem  with  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  .and  th^ji>eeB% 
pf  .Christendom.    The  second  find  thii^d  cras^^fS 


en  At.  tr«de  te  tb^  footsteps  of  the  fim ;  Aida  and  Eit» 
*j;7^*f;  tt)pe  were  mkgled  to  a  «acred  war  of  t:^o  Uun* 
iirtd  yrars ;  afid  the  Christiu  powers  wrre  braye-^ 
fy  resisted,  «6d  fmalijr  expeliisd^  by  Saladin  and 
the  MamdidBes  of  £gy|it«  la  these  memorable 
erusades,  a  fleet  aad  aitnjr  "of  Freiich  and  V^e** 
tians  were  diverted  frma  Syria  to  the  Thradan 
Bosphorus :  thef  assaulted  ^ecapitai>  they  sub^^ 
verted  theGreek  monarchy :  and  a  dyaasty  of  La* 
thi  princes  was  sealed  near  tbreesoore  years  on 
the  throne  of  Constantine.  Till.  The  Gas&KS 
themsetveS)  during  this  period  <^  eaptivity  and 
exile,  must  be  Oovsideredasa  jfereign  nation;  the 
taemies,  ahd  again  the  soteireigns,  of  Constantino^ 
eple.  Mybftune  had  rekindled  a  spark  of  na^ 
tionol  virtae;  atid  the  imperial  series  may  be 
eontfaitied  with  some  digtiity  from  their  rest<H^* 
lion  to  the  l\irkish  ^x>n<|Ufest.  IX«  The  Moguls 
and  TAiitAas.  By  the  arms  of  Ziingis  and  his 
fleseebdantSy  the  giobe  Was  shaken  ft^om  China 
to  Poland  ahd  Greece;  the  sultans  were  ov^- 
thrown ;  tiie  caliphs  felU  and  the  Ceesat^  trem- 
bled on  their  throne.  The  victories  of  Tin^iur 
Mspended  above  fifty  years  the  final  ruin  of  the 
ByaatftiUe  empire^  %.  1  have  already  noticed 
the  first  appearahce  of  the  Tvaics,  and  ^e  names 
Hf  the  faithers)  of  Se^  md  Othman^  discriminate 
lhetw04iUecessive  dynasties  of  the  nation^  which 
imerged  lii  the  eleventh  cehtwy  from  tlie  Scy- 
thian  wilderness.  The  former  established  a  potent 
Md  splendid  kingdom  from  the  banks  of  the  Oxus 
to  Antioch  and  Nice ;  and  the  first  crusade  was 
Ijrovoked  by  the  violation  <3f  Jerusalem  and  the 
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(lilig^j^dfCoitstmitkiQide^  From  an  fanittfale  ori-  f^^^; 
gin,  the  OMmrom  BitMse>  the  scour^  and  terror  of . 
Christmdom.  Con8t;antinq>ie  was  besieged  and 
idoeQbjr  Mahomet  II,  and  his  tHuoipfa  annibiiates 
the  renuiimt)  tbe  image,  the  title  of  the  Roman 
empk^  in  tlie  East.  The  schism  of  the  Greeks 
Mrih  fie  connected  with  tfaeir  kist  calamities,  and 
the  restoraftiofi  lof  learning  in  the  western  worid» 
I  shall  retttra  fimin  tlie^captivity  of  the  new,  to 
the  rums  of  ancient  Rome;  :  and  the  venerable 
oame,  the  interesting  theme,  will  shed  a  ray  of 
glorf  on  tine  oondiiston  of  my  labours* 


Tim^ilpbfoiriletaclkis  had  pnnSsfaed  a  tyrant  ^'^^''^^ 
and  4us»cendeA  his  tfarone;  and  iht  memory  of  his  ai^  death 
re^  is pefpiftiiMed  bgr  tiietransleitconquest^  and  ^i^!^* 
iirqiarabie  loss>  of  the  eastern  ppovincesi  After 
the  deatil  of  £od«Adla;  his  first  M^ife,  he  disbbe^^d 
Hie  patriardHand  viofeited  the  Iftwn,  by  bis  second 
marriage  with  liis  niece  Martina  i  and  the  super* 
stition  of  the  Greeks  beheld  the  judgment  of  hea^ 
7en  in  the  dbeases  of  the  father  and  the  deformity 
of  his  offsprings  fiuttbeo^iondfsiniilqgsdmttift 
birth  is  sufficient  to  distract  the  choice^  and  bosen 
the  obedience,  of  the  peofde :  the  ambitito  of 
Martina  was  €[uickened  by  maternal  bre,  andper* 
haps  by  the  envy  ^  a  step^mother ;  imd  the  aged 
husband  was  too  feeble  to  withstand  the  arts  of 
conji;^gnlaUureaaf»it&  Constantine,hiseldests6n, 
enjoyed  m  a  matope  age  the  title  of  Augustus  ;l)ut 
the  w^eakness  of  his  constltntion  required  a  dol* 
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CHAP,  league  and  a  guardian,  and  hejkided  with  secret 
^^f!2^  reluctance  to  the  partif  bn  <rf  the  cmipire.    The 
A.  D.  638,  senatie  was  summoned  to  the  palace  to  i^fy  or 
'^"^y  *•      attest  the  assodatibn  of  Heracleonas,  4he  son  of 
Martina;  the  imposition  of  the  diadem  was  conse* 
crated  by  the  prayer  and  blessiiig  of  the  patriarch ; 
the  senators  and  patricians  adored  the  majedy  of 
the  great  emperor  aiid  the  partners  of.  his  reign ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  doors  were  thrownidpen^  they 
Were  hailed  by  the  tumultuary  butimportant  voice 
A.  D.  6»,  of  the  soldiers,    After  an  interval  of  dKvelmoiith^ 
*""*^'     the  pompous  ceiteinonies  which  forcofed  the? es- 
sence of  the  Byzantine  state  were  celebrated  in 
the  cathedral  and  the^Mf^odrome :  the  concord 
of  the  royal  brothers  was  affectedly  displayed  by 
the  younger  leaning  on 'the  arntoftfreeldgr; 
and  the  name  of  Martioa  wad  miiigfledin  tberrfi** 
Fb^if*^'  luctant  or  ven^l  acdamations  of  the' people.  He- 
racliiis  survived  this  association  about  two  years : 
his  l^t  testimony  declared  his  two  .sons  tihe  equal 
heirs  of  the  eastersi  <  Mi^cf^.  and  commandad 
them  to  honoiur  his  m^idow  Martina  .^&  tb^ir  mo- 
thei?  and  iheir  sovereign, 
SneTit        WhenMai*ina  first  appearedonfcheithf  one  with 
A.  D.  641,  thenameandattrifaute^froynlty».3h^^^scheck- 
^  ^  ^^^'  ed  by  a  firm,  though  respectful,  oq^position ;  iand 
the  dying  embers  of  freedom  were  kindled  by  the 
breath  of  superstitious  prejudice.*^"  We  reverr 
f^  ence,"  exclaimdd  the  voice  of  a  citizen,  "  we 
"•*  reverence'  the  mother  of  our  princes ;  but  to 
^*  those  princes  alone  our  obediemce  is  due ;  and 
f^  Constantine,  theielder  emperor^is.of  *an  age 
ff  to  sustain,  in  his  own  bands,  the  weight  of  the 
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'^  seeptre.    Your  sex  is  excluded  by  nature  from   chap. 
''  the  toils  of  gariernm^nt.    How  could  you  com-  ^^i^ 
'^  bat^  how  coukiyou  answer,  tbfs  barbarians^  who, 
''  with  hostUeorfriclndly  intentions,  mayapproacl^ 
**  the  royal  dty?  May  h^av^  avert  from  the  Ro-: 
''  manrepiiblic  thi^  national  disgrace,  which  would 
^^  provoke  the  patience  of  the  slaves  of  Persia." 
MsM^tipa  clescend^^  frpm  the  thrope  with  indig&a-       \ 
tion,  and  sought  a  refpg^  in  tlie'  female  apart- 
inent.  of  thet  palace*     The  reign  of  Constantiiie 
III  lasted  only  oipe  hundred  and  three  diiys :  he 
expired  in  thetliirtieth  year  of  his  agf  ,^ndaltbougfa 
hi^  life  had  been  a  kmg  malady,  a  btelief  was  ^nter- 
tainffd  th^t  poi^nhat)  beien  the,  mefins,  auf}  bi^ 
cruel  ^tep-mptbet  the  author,  of  J^is  unfincLely 
fate.    Martina  reaped  indeed  the- harvest  of  liisi  H«racie- 
doath,  ^nd  ass^mefi  the  goyernn^nt  in  the  uam^  a.  d.  64i, 
of  the  surviving  eti^perqr ;  but  the  tnci^sr^ou^  ^*^  ^^* 
wid^w  of  Her^cliiuswas  universally  als^horredit)^ 
jealpusy  of  tji^pgppte  ^as.awakene^?  ,and  tlie,|;wp 
orph^fts  whom  iCoiistant%e  had  left,; b^ame. the 
objec^^  of  tie  ^iMiSi  P^Pj   It  was  ^n  v^ijof  tjx^t  the 
srni  io|:  Martin^. ;\y)iQ^  was  no.mqrg  than  ififteei^ 
years  of  pge,;,^(i^  taught  to  declare.  }iims^lf  thft 
guardian  qf  ^^ .  qf  pjbtews,  one  of*  wJ^ofuhe  h^^ 
pre8§nte4  ^1  i^^  baptismal  font;:  4t  tj^s^  ifi  vi^ 
that  he  swpjrjp  €jR^tbe^9od  of  th<p*true,crc^s^  todcr 
fend  tb^rn^gd^nst  alji  t^eir  ^npmles.  Qa  bis  death;-, 
bed,  t^e  late  $|i[iper9r  despatched  a  trusty  serv- 
ant to  ariPf  the  troops  and  provinces  pf  the  East  ii^ 
the  defence  of  his  Jh^lpless  childrjep  ^  t^^  ^^9Mf  ^^    ' 
aii41iberfditypfVa|^tinhadbeei^f;uccessf^^  ;    ' 

fropl4sqj^lfiP5>f  (^bttlcedqn,  ^^  ' 
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CfflAf.  the  putiishmeiit  of  tb«  MMissiUs^  and  the  r^of^ 
i^'il:  utioii  of  the  la^fiil  h^ir.  The  licence  of  the  sol- 
diers,  who  dev'du^d  the  gft^pes  smd  drank  the 
wine  of  their  Asiatie  vineyards,  provoked  the  ci- 
iirens  6f  Constantinople  ttgma^  the  domestic 
authors  of  thef  cakmities^  and  the  dome  of  St^ 
Sophia  re-echoed|  not  with  prayers  and  hymns^ 
but  with  th^  clamonrs  and  imprecations  of  an  en- 
rag'ed  multitude/  At  their  imperious  command^ 
Heradeonas  appj^reA  in  the  pulpit  with  the  el- 
dest of  the  royal  orphans  5  Constats  alone  was  sa- 
luted as  emperor  of  the  Roinftns^  and  a  crown  of 
gold,  which  had  beett  taktti  frotti  the  tomb  of  He-^ 
radius,  was  placed  oh  his  h^adj  with  the  soleniii 
benediction  of  the  patriarch.  But  in  the  tumult 
of  joy  and  ihdigniitiohj  the  church  was  pillaged^ 
the  sfitoctUary  was  polluted  by  a  promiscuous 
crowd  of  3eW9  and  barbarians ;  and  the  Mono- 
thelite  PytA\ii%i  a  creature  of  the  emjw^ess,  aftef 
dropping  a  protestatioh  on  the  ditari  escap^  by 
a  prudent  flight  from  the  zeal  of  the  catbdies. 
A  more  serious  and  bloody  titfk  wAs  reserved  for 
the  senate,  who  derived  a  temporary  strength 
from  the  consent  of  the  selil^ers  and  people. 
'Hie  spirit  of  Roman  freedom  revised  the  andent 
and  awful  cxampies  of  the  judginent  of  tyrants, 
and  th^  Imperial  culprits  were  d<^osed  and  con- 
deinhed  as  the  authors  of  the  death  df  CMstan^ 
^unisb*  tinei  But  the  severity  of  the  conscript  father^i 
Martina  was  Stained  by  the  indiscriminate  punishtnent  of 
Itetnw'**  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  t  Martina  and  Hera- 
A.  D.  641,  deonast  were  sentenced  to  the  amputation,  the 
former  of  her  tongue,  the  latter  of  his  nose;  and 
after  this  cruel  execution,  they  consumed  the  re- 
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pofibder  ef  tiieir  dafe  in  exile  rnid  oUivion.  The  OB ap. 
Greeks  who  were  capable  of  reflection  might  find  j^^iJlIill 
mxmcoouAsdiaafae  their  servitude,  by  observing 
th^  abuse  of  power  when  it  was  lodged  for  a  mo- 
ment  in  the  hands  of  an  aristocracjp^. 

We  shdl  unagine  ourselves  transported  five  Constan* 
hundred  jear^  backwards  to  the  age  of  the  Anto*  e^u  s^ 
nines,  if  we  listen  to  the  oration  which  Constans  ^^"^'^ 
II  pronounced  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age  be^ 
fore  the  Byzaniine  senate.  After  returning  his 
tkoifcsfortfae  just  punishinent  of  theassassinswho 
had  faitercepted  the  fairest  hopes  of  his  father's 
reigB,-~''  By  the  divine  providence/'  said  the 
yoimg  eoip^for,  ^^  and  by  your  righteous  decree, 
"  Martina  and  her  incestuous  progs^iy  h^ye  been 
^  cast  headlong  from  the  throne^  Your  majesty 
^  and  wisdom  have  prevented  the  Roman  state 
**  from  degenerating  intolawles^  tyranny.  Ithere^ 
'^  fiN*e  i»^ortandbeseech  you  to  standforth  as  the 
*'  counsdlors  and  judges  of  the  common  safety /* 
The  senators  were  gratified  by  the  respectful  ad^ 
dress  and  liberid  donative  of  their  sovereign ;  but 
these  servile  Greeks  were  uhwiHtby  and  regards 
less  of  freedom ;  andin  his  mind,  the  lesson  of  wd 
hour  WQS  quickly  erazed  by  the  prejudices  of  the 
age  and  the  hdjits  of  despotism.  Hej^etainedonly 
A  je^OQS  fear  lest  the  senate  or  people  should  one 
day  invade  the  right  of  primogeniture,  and  seat 
bis  brother  Theodosiud  on  an  equal  throne.  By 
the  imposition  of  hdy  ord^s,  the  grandson  of  He-* 
racUus was  disqualified  for  the  purple;  but  this  ce* 
remony,  which  seeined  to  profiime  the  sacramenti 
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c  HAP.  of  the  cburch,  was  insufficient  to  aj^ease  the  stis^ 
^J^^;  picions  of  the  tyrant,  and  the  death  of  the  deacon 
Theodosius  could  alone  expiate  the  crime  of  his 
royal  birth.  His  murder  was  avenged  by  the  im* 
precations  of  the  people^  and  the  assassin^  in  the 
fulness  of  power^  was  driven  from  his  capital  into 
voluntary  and  perpetual  exile.  Cbnstans  embark*- 
ed  for  Grefece ;  and>  as  if  he  meant  to  retort  the 
abhorrence  which  he  deserved,  he  is  said^from  the 
imperial  galley,  to  have  spit  against  the  walls  of 
his  native  city.  After  passing  the  winter  at  Athens, 
Jhe  sailed  to  Tarentum  in  Italy^  visited  Rome,  and 
concluded  a  long  pilgrimage  of  disgrace  and  sacri- 
legious rapine,  by  fixing  his  residence  at  Syracuse. 
Byt  if  Colistans  could  fly  from  his  people^  he  could 
not  fly  from  himself.  The  remorse  of  his  conscience 
seated  a  phantom  who  pursued  him  by  land  and 
sWj  by  day  and  by  night;  and  the  visionary  Theo- 
dosius^ presenting  to  his  lips  a  cup  of  blood,  said, 
^  OX  seemed  to  say,  "  Drink,  brother,  drink ;"  a 
^re  emblem  of  the  aggravation  of  his  guilt,  since 
^e  had  received  from  the  hands  of  the  deacon  the 
mystic  <}up  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  Odious  to 
himself  and  to  mankind,  Coristans  perished  by  do- 
Cfiestic^  pelrhaps  by  episcopal,  treason,  in  the  ca- 
pital of  Sicily-  A  servant  who  waited  in  the  b^tli, 
after  pouring  warm  water  on  hi»  head,  struck  him 
yiolently  with,  the  vase.  He  fell,  stunned  by  the 
blow,  ^ncj  suffocated  by  the  water ;  and  hi*  at- 
Jtendants,  who  wondered  at  theitedious  delay,  be* 
h^ld  with  indifference  the  cdrj^se  of  their  lifeless 
emperor.     The  troops  of  Sicily  invested  with  the 
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}»iirp)e  an  bbscure  youth,  whose  inimitable  beauty  cnAP. 
eluded,  and  it  might  easily  elude,  the  declining  iL!;X!!iL 
art  of  the  painters  and  sculptors  of  the  age* 

Constanshad  left  in  the  Byzantine  palace  diree  Constan. 
sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  had  been  clothed  in  his  PogoMitus, 
infancy  with  the  purple*    When  the  father  sunt*  ^'-  ^-  ^^* 
moned  them  to  attend  bis  person  in  Sicily,  these 
precious  hostages  were  detained  by  the  Greeks, 
and  a  firm  refusal  informed  him  that  they  were 
the  children  of  the  state.  The  news  of  his  murder 
was  conveyed  with  almost  supernatural  speed  firom 
Syracuse  to  Constantinople;  andConstantine^the 
eldest  of  bis  sons,  inherited  his  throne  without  be- 
ing the  heir  of  the  public  hatred.     His  subjects 
contributed,  with  zeal  and  alacrity,  to  chastise,the 
guilt  and  presumption  of  a  province  which  had 
usurped  the  rights  of  the  senate  and  people ;  the 
young  emperor  sailed  from  the  Hellespont  with  a 
powerful  fleet;  and  the  legions  of  Rome  and  Car- 
thage were  assembled  under  his  st^dtod  in  the 
harbour  of  Syracuse. '   The. defeat  of  the  Sicilian 
tyrant  was  e&sy,his  punishment  just,  andhisbeauf 
teous  head  waa  exposed  in  the  hippodrome :  but  I 
cannot  applaud  the  clemency  of  a  prince,  wJio^ 
ameag  a  crowd  of  victims^i  oondemiied  the  son  of 
•  a  patridaQ,  ii^r  deploring  witb  some  bitterness  the 
execution,  of  a  virtuous  fafcfaer;     The*  yocct^  was 
castrated ;  he  $utvivedlthe>opera^ion>and:theQfte-* 
mory  <tf.  tbf$  indfecenl;  craelt^^s  plre&erved  byithe 
elevatiotf  of  Gecmanus  td  tbe!raidc  o£a  patuianck 
and  saint,  :  Aftrt*  pouring  this  bloody  libat]on:jcm 
his  fatb^r^s  tomb,  Constahtine  returned  tajiis:<% 
pitaH:  and  the  gr6^wtlr  of:  hisryoung  beard  durihg 
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CHAP.  tkeSicilianvoyage^wasaniiouiieedbythefamiUar 
^^IJI;  sttroameofPogonatitt,  to  the  GrecUui  world.  But 
^^      his  reign,  like  that  of  hU  predecesscM*,  was  stained 
with  fraternal  discord.  *  On  hb  two  brothers,  He- 
racUus  and  Tiberius,  he  had  bestowed  the  title  of 
Augustus ;  an  empty  title,  for  they  continued  to 
languish  without  trust  or  power  in  the  solitude  of 
the  palace.    At  their  secret  instigation, thetroops 
of  the  Anatolian  theme  or  province  approadied  the 
city  on  the  Asiatic  side,  demanded  for  the  royal 
brothers,  the  partition  or  exercise  of  sovereignty, 
and  supported  their  seditious  claim  by  atheologtc- 
al  arguments  They wereChristians»  (they  cried), 
and  orthodox,  catholics;  the  sincere  votaries  of  the 
holy  and  undivided  Trinity.  Since  there  are  three 
equal  persons  in  heaven,  it  is  reasonable  there 
should  be  three  equal  persons  upon  earth*    The 
emperor  invited  these  learned  divines  to  afriendly 
conference,  in  which  they  might  propose  their  ar*r 
guments  to  the  senate;  they  obeyed  the  summons, 
but  the  prospect  of  their  bodieshangingon  the  gib- 
bet in  thesuburb  of  Gakita,reconciledtheircompa- 
nions  to  the  unity  of  the  reign  of  Constantine,  He 
pardoned  his  brothers,  and  their  names  were  stilt 
pronounced  in  the  public  acclamataonss  but  on 
the  repetition  or  suspicion  of  a  simikur  o^ffienpe,  the 
obnoxious  pninces  were  dqirived  of  their  titles  and 
noses,  in  the  presence  of  the  cathoUc  bishops  who 
were  assembledat  Constantinople  in  Uie  sixtb  ge^ 
neral  synod.    In  the  close  of  his  life,  Pbgonatus 
was  anxious  only  to  establish  the  r^i;htof  primo* 
geniture:  the  hair  of  his  two  sons,  Justinian  and 
Heraclius,  was  offered  on  the  shrine  of  St,  Peter, 
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as  a  fiymbol  of  their  spiritual  adoption  by  the  chap. 
pope;  but  the  elder  was  alone  exalt^  to  the  rank  ^^^ilJl 
of  Av^stnsnand  the  assurance  of  the  empire. 

After  the  decease  of  bh  father^  the  inheritance  J«»ti- 
q{  ibe  Ronkdn  world  devolved  to  Justinian  II ;  a?d.  685. 
and  tite  hame  of  a  triumphant  lawgiver  was  dis*  September, 
honotwed  by  the  vices  of  a  boy,  who  imitated 
Ms  namesofc^e  aoly  im  the  expensive  luxury  of 
building.  His  j^a^ond  were  strong;  hi^  under* 
standing  was  feeble;  addibe  was  intoxicated  with 
a  foolish  pride,  that  his  birth  had  given  him  the 
cotiimand  of  millions,'  of  whom -the  smallest  crnn-* 
munit]^  would  not  have  chosen  him  for  their  lo*- 
cal  niagLiK;pate.  His  favourite  ministers  were  two 
beings^  the>lbast  susceptible  of  hudaan  symps^thy; 
an  eunuch  'tod  ii  monk;  Id  the  one  he  abandon^ 
ed  the  palaice,  to  the  other  the  finances;'  the 
former  corrected  the  emperor^s  mother  with  h 
scooi^,  the  flatter  suspenddd  the  insolvent  tri- 
bcrtaries,  witii  their  heads  downwards^  over  & 
slow  feittd  smoaky  fire.  Since  the  days  of  Oom- 
modus  and  Caracalla,  tlve  cruelty  of  the  Roppian 
prince  had  tAost  cotnnlonl^  bwt  the  efiect  of 
their  fear ;  hav  Justinian^  isrhk)  ]M>ssessed  soikie  rit 
gour  of  character,  enjoyed  the  snfiertilgs*  and 
braved  therevengi,  of  bis  sttbjects  about  ten 
years,  tilt  tihe  nfieasui^  was  fullv  of  his  cringes  BK^d 
of  their  paAienc^.  In  a  dark  dungeon^  Leontliks^ 
ageneratofr^liutatioii,  had groanied above thred 
yettrswith  b<»iie  of  the  ^ohlost  and  most  deserving 
ofthej^tiiigiafts:  he  WAs  i^ddenly  drawn  foi^htd 
assume  th«  govema^entt^  Greece  ;  4nd  this  pro- 
motion  of  tak^kkjofed!  HMtti  -was  a  maik  of  the  doo^ 
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CHAP,  was  assaulted  by  a  violent  tempest;  audi  oner  of 
';  his  pious  companions  advised  him  to  deseire  the 
mercy  of  God  by  a  vow  «f  general  forgiveness, 
if  he  should  be  restored  to  the  throne^  **  Oi'for- 
"  givettess?"  relied  the  intrepid  tjFranl;  ^♦may 
**  Ip^rhh  thisitistant-^may  the  Almightf  whelm 
<^  me  m  tbe  waves*-^iC  (  consent  to  spare  a  single 
*^  beiad  of  my  enemies !"  He  survived  this  im* 
pious  menace,  sotted  into  the  mouth  of  the  Da^ 
nube,  trusted  his  person  in  the  royal  village  of 
the  Bu);^rlans^  aiid  [Airehased  tbe  aid  of  Tefbeiis, 
a  pagan  conqueror,  by  tbe  promise  of  his  daughter 
and  a  lair  partition  oi'  tho  treasures  d  the  empiie* 
The  Buigannn  kingdom  extended  to^the  cai^nes 
of  Thrace;  and  the  tt^' prinoe&  besieged  Co  wtaii* 
tinbple  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thousi^nd  hbfse.  Ap- 
simar  was  dbmayed  by  tbe  sudden  and  hostile  ap- 
parition of  hk  rival,  whose  head  bad  been  pro- 
mised by  the  Cho<zar,  and  of  whose  evaitoa  he  was 
yet  ignorant.  After  an  absence  of  ten  years,  the 
crimes  of  JuMinianwire.faintly  ttenl^embened,  and 
the  birth  and  mis^Ftunes  of  their  htf  ediiary  so- 
vereig:*  excited  the  pity  of  the' taftttltita4e/ei«ferdis- 
contettted  \tith' the  rn!iiig  pdwers^;  tod  tty  the 
active' diligence  df  his-  adherents^  he  ivas  intro- 
duced'4n*o  the  city  '^d  palace  of  Cohstatitine. 
His  rcstor.  In  regarding  his  allies  and  recalling  i^s  wife, 
dea^r  Justinian  display^  some  ^ense  of  honoul^  aildgra- 
A.  D.  70&-  litiide;  stnd  T^Aelis  retired,  after  swfeephigaway 
mi  hea^of  gold  €6i6,  whkh  he  measku'^  with  his 
Scythian  Whip.  Bilt'niver  Was  vow  ni6»  reli- 
gibuSiy  perfoi'med  i!han  llife  tiered  oath'of  i»eveng^ 
whidi  b<?  had  sworh  amidst  the'sCorms  cf  tb0  ]Eu&- 
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iue.  The  two  usurpers^  for  I  must  reseire  tbe  ouap. 
name  of  tyrantfor  tbte  conqaeror,  were  draggedin-  ^^^*^ 
to  the  hipppdronie»  the  one  from  his  prison,. the 
other  from  his  palace.  Before  their  execution, 
Leontius  and  Apsimar  were  cast  prostrate  in 
chains  beneath  the  throne  of  the  emperor ;  and 
Justinian^  planting  a  foot  on  each  of  their  necks» 
contemplated  above  an  hour  the  chariot-race, 
while  the  inconstant  people  shouted,  inthe  words 
of  the  Psalmist, — ^''Thou  shalt  traqiple  on  the  asp 
^'  and  basilisk,  and  on  the  licm  and  dragon  shalt 
*^  thou  sdt  thy  foot !"  The  universal  defection 
which  he  hadonceexperiencedmigbt  provoke  him 
to  r^>eat  the  wish  of  Caligula,  that  the  Roman  peo- 
{de  had  but  one  head.  Yet  I  «hall  presume  to  ob- 
sa*ve,  that  sud^a wish  is  unworthy  of  an  ingenious 
tyraatj  since  his  reveiage  and  cruelty  would  have 
been  extinguished  by  a  single  blow,  instead  of  the 
slow  vmriety  of  tcNrtures  which  Justinian  inflicted 
on  the  victims  of  his  anger.  His  jdeasures  were 
inexhaustible :  neither  private  virtue  nor  public 
service  could  expiate  the  guilt  of  active,  or  even 
passive,  obedience  to  an  established  government ; 
and  during  the  six  years  c^his  new  reign,  he  con- 
sidered the  axe,  4he  cord,  and  the  rack,  as  the 
only  iAst^uments  of  royalty.  But  his  most  impla- 
cable hatred  was  p<Mnted  agam^t  the  Chersonites, 
who  had  insulted  bis  exile  and  violated  the  laws 
of  hospitality.  Their  neinote  situation  dffi^rded 
some  memis  of  defence,  or  at  least  of  escape ;  and 
a  grievous  tax  was  imposed  on  Constantinople,  to 
supply  the  preparatkms  of  a  fleet  and  army.  <^  All 
^  are  guilty,  and  all  must  perish,^  w«s  the  man- 
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^"-  P-  date  of  Justinian  ;  and  the  bloody  exeaition  v^tx's 
^^^^^,^,^\  intrustedtohis  favourite  Stephen,  who  was  reconV- 
mended  by  the  epithet  of  the  savage.  Yet  even 
the  i?avage  Stephen  imperfectly  accomplished  the 
intentions  of  his  sovereign:  The  slowness?  of  his 
attack  allowed  the  jj^reater  part  of  the  inhabitants 
to  with^lraw  into  the  country;  and  the  minister  of 
venj^eance  contented  hiliis*elf  with  reducing  the 
youth  of  both  sexes  tO'  a  state  of  servitude,  with 
roastingaliveseven  of  the  principal  citizens,  with 
drowning  twenty  in  the  sea,  and  with  reserving 
forty-two  in  chains  to  receive  their  dooih  from 
the  mouth  of  the  emperor.  In  their  return,  the 
fleet  was  driven  on  the  rocky  shores  of  Anatolia ; 
and  Justinian  applauded  theobedience  of  theEux- 
ine,  which  had  involved  so  many  thousands  of  his 
subjects  and  enemies  in  a  common  shipwreck :  but 
the  tyrant  was  still  insatiate  of  Wood;  and  a  se- 
cond expedition  was  commanded  to  extiq)ate  the 
remains  of  the  proscribed  colony.  In  the  short  in- 
terval, the  Chersonites  had  returned  to  their  city, 
and  were  prepared  to  die  in  arms;  the  khan  of 
the  Chozars  had  renounced  the  cause  of  his  odi- 
ous brother ;  the  exiles  of  every  province  were  as- 
sembled in  Tauris;  and  Bardanes,  under  the 
name  of  Philippicus,  was  invested  with  the  pur- 
ple. The  imperial  troops,  unwilling  and  unable 
vto  perpetrate  the  revenge  of  Justinian,  escaped 
bis  displeasure  by  abjuring  his  allegiance:  the 
fleet,  under  their  new  sovereign,  steered  back  a 
mere  auspicious  course  to  the  harbours  of  Sinope 
bnd  Constantinople;  and  every  tongue  was  prompt 
to  pronounce,  every  hand  to  execute,  the  death  of 
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i;be  lyrafit*  Destitote  of  friends,  he  was  deserted  chaP. 
by  his  barbarian  guards ; :  and  the  stroke  of  the  ^^Jf^\ 
assassin  was  pmiscd  ag  an  act- of  patriotism  and 
Roman  virtue*  His  son  Tiberius  had  taken  refuge 
in  a  church ;  his  aged  grandmother  guarded  the 
door ;  and  the  innocent  youth,  suspending  round 
his  neck  the  most>  formidable  relics,  embraced 
with  one  hand  the  altar,  with  the  other  the  w:ood 
of  the  true  cross.  But  the  popular  fury  that  dares 
to  trample  on  superstition,  is  deaf  to  the  cries 
of  humanity ;  and  the  race  of  Heraclhis  was  ex- 
-^inguisfaed  after  a  reign  of  one  hundred  years. 

Between  the  fall  pf  the  Heraclian  and  the  rise  Philippic 
of  the  Isaiiriandyiiasty^  asbort  interval  of  six  years  a!*!).  711, 
is  divided  ihto  three  reignsi  Bardanes,  or  Philip-  ^j|^- 
picns,  vr.as  hailed  at  Constantinople  as  an  herp 
t who  had  delivered  his  couptr}'  from  a  tyrant ;  and 
he  might  tafste  some  moments  of  happiness  in  the 
iirst  transports  of  sincere  and  universal  joy.  Justi- 
nian had  left  behind  hiih  an  ample  treasure,  the 
fruit  of  cruelty  aindrapine :  but  this  useful  fund  wte 
soon  and  idiy  dissipated  by  his  successoi*. '  On  tiie 
festival  of  his  birtfa-dity,  Philippicus  entertained 
the  multitude  with  the  games  of  the  hippodrome; 
from  thence  he  paraded  through  the  streets  with'a 
thousand  banners  and  a  thousand  trumpets ;  re- 
freshed himself  in  the  baths  of  Zeuxippus,  and,  re^ 
turning  to  the  palace,  entertained  his  nobles  with 
a  sufmptaoas -banquet.  At  the  meridian  hour  be 
withdrew  to  bis^  cliamber,  intoxicated  with  fliait* 
tery  and  wine,  and  forgetful  that  hjis  example 

•  had  made  oveiy  subject  ambitioiisy  aiai  that  every 

•  arabitiqns  fiiul^ect  was.fais'  secret  enemy.     Some 
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cHAFv  lijoid  o&nspirators  i&iroduced  tbemselrcs  in  tlie 
^^^".  disorder  of  the  feast ;  and  the  duoibeif  og  mo- 
narohwas  suri>rised»  bound/bUmled,;aiid  depos- 
Anasta-      ed,  bcforc  be  was  sensible  of  hit  daoger.  Yet  tbe 
a"d.  713,  tr^itcMTs  were  deprived  of  their  reward;  and  the 
June  4.     fj^^  voice  of  the  senate  <and  people  promoted  Ar- 
temius  from  the  offifce  of  secretary  to  that  of 
emperor :   iie  assumed  ike  title  of  Anafitasius 
II,    and   displayed    in    a   short    and  troubled 
reign  tlie  virtues  both  of  .peace  and  war.     But, 
after  the  extinction,  of  the  imperial  Une»  the  rule 
of  obedience  was  violated,  aod  every  change  dif- 
fused the  seeds  of  new  rerolutions.  ^   In  a  mutiny 
of  the  fleet,  an  obscure  and  relucfcaal;  officer  of 
the  revenue  was  forcibly  invc^d  with  the  pur- 
ple :  after  some  mocDths  of  a  naval  war,  Ajiasta- 
Theodo-     sius  resigned  the  tsceptre;  and  the  conqueror, 
A?D.  716,  Theodosius  III,  submitted  in  his  turn  to  the 
January.     gjiperiOT  asccndaat  of  Leo,  the  i^eral   and 
emperor  of  the*  oriental  trMps.  .  Iii$  two  fure- 
decessors  were  permitted  to  embrace' itho  eccle- 
-siastical  profession :  the  restless  itiifidlmaee  of 
Anastasitts  tempted  him  to>  risk  and  to  ')a%  bis 
life  in  a  treasonable  ent^prase;  buttbt  Ibsttdays 
of  Theodosius  were  hotK^urabte  and  seoftre*    The 
single  s\ibtime  woni,  **  iHfcAtxH,"  whibb  b^  in- 
*  ^scribed  x)n  his  tomb,  eitpresses  the  confidieouee  of 

philosophy  or  religion;  and  the  faa>e  of  his 
miracles  was  long  pi^erved  among  the  people 
^  Ephesus.  Thifl  ct^nvement  shelter  of  the 
dburcfa  miglit  sometimes  impose, a  lesson,  of  cle^- 
tnency ;  but  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  is 
for  the  public  interest  to  diminish  the  perils  0{ 
unsuccessful  ambition. 
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I  have  d^^t  on  the  fall  of  a  tyrant ;  I  shaU  cha^. 
bfieflx  represent  the  founder  of  a  new  dyniast^  .^^^''^f! 
who  is  knowe  to  posterity  by  the  invectives  of  Leo  iii, 
his  eaemieg,  and  whose  public  ^nd  private  life  it  *|)fn'**"' 
involved  in  tbe  cecles&astical  story  of  the  Icono-  a*  d.  718,  ♦ 
cla3ts.  .  Y^t  in  spite  of  the  clatnmirs  of  supersti*    "^ 
tioii,  a  favourable  prejudice  for  the  character  of 
Leo  the  Isa«ina!n»  mny  be  reasonably  drawn  from 
tbe  obscurity  of  hfs  birth,  and  the  duration  of  his 
reign.--i.L  In  an  age  of  manly  spirit,  the  prospect 
of  as  imperial  raward  would  haine  kindled  everj 
energy  of  the  noiind,  and  produced  a  crowd  of 
competitors  ^'deserving  as  they  were  demons  to 
rdign.     EveA*  in  .the  corruption  and  debility  of 
tlie  modem  Greeks*  the  elevatitm  of  a  pfebelan 
fr(Ma  the  Ust  to  the  .first  rank  of  society 9  suppose^ 
some  qualifications  aliove  the  level  of  the  multi- 
tude.    He  w^uld  probably  be  ignorant  and  dis- 
dan^l  of  speculative  science;  and>  in  the  pursuit 
of  fortuiae,  he  nvight  absolve  himself  from  the  fib^ 
ligations  of  benevolence  and  justice :  but  to  his 
character  we  may  ascribe  the  usefal  virtues  of  i^rir- 
dence  and  fortitude;  the  knowledge  of  mankind, 
and  the  importwA  art  of  gaining  their  con^ence 
and  directing  tkeir  passions.     It  is  agreed  that 
Leo  was  a  native  of  Isauria,  and'that  Conon  was 
his  primitive  name.  The  writers^whoseawkward 
satire  is  praise,  describe  him  as  an*  itinerant  ped- 
lar, who  drove  an  ass  with  some  paltry  merchan- 
dise to  the  country  fairs;  and  foolishly  relate  tiiit  ;; 
he  met  on  the  road  some  Jewi^  fortune-tellers, 
who  promised  him  the  Roman  empire,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  shoukl  ab9iish  tlie  worship  of  idols; 
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CHAP,  A  more  probable: account  relates  the  if)ig;rati6H 
^^\ll^^^  of  Iris  father  from  Asia  Minor  to  Thrace,  where 
he  exercised  the  lucrative  trade  of  a -grazier  5;and 
he  must  ha%'e  acquired  considerable  wealth,  since 
the  first  introduction  of  his  son  was  procured  by 
A  supply  of  five  hundred  sheep  to  the  imperial 
camp.     His  first  serrice  was  in  the  (Guards  of 
Justinian,  where  be  soon  attracted  the  notice,  and 
by  degrees  the  jdalousy,  of  thetyrant.'  •  His  va- 
lour and  dexterity  were  conspicuous  in  the  Col*- 
rhian  war:  from  Anastasius  he  received  the  com* 
jnand.of  the  Anatolian  legions^  and  by  the  su& 
frage  of  the  soldiers  he  was  raised  to  the  empire 
with  the  general  applause  of  the  Roman  World. 
II.  In  this  dangerous  elevation,  Leo  III  sup* 
ported  himself  against  the  envy  of  his  equals, 
the  di^ontent  of  a  powerful  faction,  and  the  as- 
saults of  his  foreign  and  domestic  eneniies.  .  The 
catholics,  who  accuse  his  religious  innovatidns, 
are  obliged  to  confess  that  they  were  undertaken 
with  temper  and  cpriducted  with  firmness.  Theif 
silence,  respects  the  wisdom  of  hbf  administration 
and  the  purity  of  .his  manners.     After  a  reign  of 
twenty-four  years,' be  peaceably  (expired  in  the 
palace  of  Constantinople ;  and  tie  purple  which 
he  had  acquired,  was  transmitted  by  the.  right 
Qf  inheritance  to  the  third  generation. 
conftaa-    ..   Jn  a  locg  reigu  of  tliirty-foiir  years,  the  son 
coprony.    «iid  successoi!  of  Lco,  Constantiiie  V,  surnamed 
a"d.  711    C.<?pronymus,  attacked  withr  less  temperate  zeal 
June  18.     the  images  oc  idols  of  the  church.  Their  votaries 
have  exhausted  the  bitternfiss  of  religious  gall; 
in  their  portrait  of  this >jidtted  panther,  this  an- 


tkhriii,  tliis  flying  dragon  of  the  dorpQiit's  seed^  chat: 
who  surpassed  tlie  vices  of  Bldgabatas  and  N4ro.  *iIS^^ 
His/eign  was  a  long  butchei^  of  whatever  wad 
itiwt -noble,  or  holy,  or  innocetit,  in  bis  empire. 
In  person,  the  emvperor  assisted  at  the  execation 
of  his^ictims,  surveyed  their  agonies,  listened  t6 
their  groans,  and  indulged,  ^nthout  satiating;  Wd 
appetite  for  blood :  a  plate  of  noses  was  acce^*- 
ed  as  a  grateful  offering,  atid  his  domesties  were 
often  scourged  or  mutilated  by  the  royal  hand; 
His  surname  was  derivM  froftiliis  i)oUuti<5a^  of 
his  baptismal  fotit.  The  infant  might  be  excused; 
but  the  manly  pleasures  of  Coprony  mu  s  de^aded 
him  below  the  level  of  a  brute;  his  lust  confound* 
M  the  eternal 'distinctions  cf  sex  and  species* 
And  beseemed  to  extract  some  unnatural  delight 
from  the  object«f  mpst  offensive  td  human  sens^ 
In  his  rdigioh,  the  Iconoclai^t  was  an  heretic,  a 
Jew,  a  Mahometan,  a  pagan,  and  an  atheist^; 
and  his  belief  of  an  invi^lie  power  could  he  dis- 
covered only  'in  his  magic  rites,  human  Tictinis^ 
and  nocturnal  sacrifices  to  Venus  and  the^cji^ons 
of  antiquity.  His  life  was  stained'with  the  moBt 
opposite  vices,  and  the  ulcers  which  covered  his 
body,  anticipated  before  his-ddath  the  sentim^itol* 
helUortures.  Of  these  accusations,  which  I  have 
so  patiently  copied,  a  part  is  refuted  by  its  owii 
absurdity;  and  in  the  private  anecdotes  of  the  life 
of  princes,  the  lie  is  more  eaiy  as  the  detection  is 
more  difficult.  Without  ad(^ting  the  pernicious 
maxim,  that  where  much  is  alleged;  soinething 
must  be  true,  I  can  however  discern,  that  Caixh 
3tantine  V  was. dissolute  and  crpel.    Calumny 
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cuAP«  is  more  prene  to  i^qgganite^  than  to  invetit; 
^^^^;  and  her  UcefitioUB  tongue  is  cbedted  In  some  mea- 
sure 1^  the  experience  of  the  age  and  country  te 
which  she  appealsw  Of  the  bishops  and  monks, 
tibe  generals  and  magistrates,  whd  are  said  to  have 
suffered  under  bis  reign,  the  numbers  are  re-^ 
corded,  the  names  were  conspicuous,  the  execu- 
tion was  pubUc,  the  mutilation  visible  and  per* 
manent.  The  c^hirfics  hated  the  person  and 
government  of  Copronymus ;  but  even  their 
hatred  is  a  proof  of  their  oppression.  They  dis- 
^mble  the  provocations  which  might  excuse  or 
justify  hlsrrgour,  but  even  these  provocations  must 
gradually  inflame  his  resentment,  and  hiirdeli  his 
temper  in  the  use  or  the  abude  of  despotism.  Yet 
the  cbatocter  of  tlte  fifth  Constat  tine  was  not 
devoid  o(  naerit,'  nor  did  his  government  always 
deserve  the  curves  or  the  conteitipttftf  the  Greeks. 
From  the  confession  of  his  enemies,  I  am  in- 
formed of  the  restoratioA  of  an  ancient  aqueduct, 
of  the  redemption  of  two  thousand  iive  hundred 
capitii^t  of  the  unoom«i(m  pfenty  of  the  Mmes, 
umi  of  the  new  colonies  with .  which  be  nep0Ofiled 
Cionstantinople  and  the  Thracian  cities.  Thef 
mhictantiy  pnaise  his  activity  ted  coiinage ;  he 
was  on  horseback  in  the  field  at  the  head  tif  his 
legions;  andv  altbough  the  fortune  of  his  arms 
was  Mrious,  he  triumplied  by  sea  and  lancU  on 
the  Euphrates  and  the  Demibe,i  in  dvil  and  bar* 
faaitaft  war,  Herefical  praise  must  be  cast  iinto 
the  dfcate,  to  comsterbtiaBee  the  weight  of  or- 
^hodoK  invjeotive.  The  Iconodasts  revered  the 
Tirtoes  of  the  prince:  forty  years  after  his  idfiath, 
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Uii^  still  prayed  before  the  tomb  of  the  saltit.  A  cuap. 
miraculous  vision  was  propagated  by  fumticiim  ,^^X*"* 
or  fraud:  and  Ike  Christran  hero  appeared,  on  a^ 
milk-white  steed,  brandishing^  his  lance  ag^ns* 
the  pagws  <if  Bulgaria :  *^  An  absurd  fkUe,"  sayd 
the  cathdUc  hiistcnriaa)  *^  since  Coprouymiis  is 
''  diBined  wkfa  the  demons'  In  the  abyss  of  helL'* 
Le(y  iV,  the  son  of  tlw  fifth  and  the  fatfa«r  l^oiv, 
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of  the  sixth  CaustiaKtine,  was  of  a  feeble  constitii*  sept.  14. ' 
tkn  both  of  .mhud  and  body,'  and  the  princqiiA    ^ 
eare  of  his  teiga  was  the  settlement  of  the  Mocen* 
sioa    The  assodatiosi  of  the  yovmg  Gpnstanifate 
was  tttged  by?  the  officious  zeait  of  his  sobjects  i 
and  the  eniperor,conBefouaof  iHB4ecay,cQ«qpli0d» 
afl^a  pnid^t  hesitelacn,  with  their  mmtdmtsm 
wishes.  Tliero^ihfant^afttbeageoffiireyMvi^ 
was  crowned  with  bis  mpthet  Irehe  taild  theMM 
tieaal  c^iseM  was  Mtified  by  et«ry  dlrcumsi^tiM 
€f  pomp  asid  tfotminity^  th^tf  imAA  dazsle^tbe 
ijres,  or  bind>  4M  contHH<enee^  of  th/i  Qv0^^: 
An  oaA  of  fikidlity  was  admmi^tered  in  ^e  psikt<$^, 
the  chur(^  and  tbe  hqiyodnmie^  to  the  $etettA 
offders  of  the  atate^  wh^  adjured  the^  holy  naimeft 
tf  the  ijMy  and  mother,  of  God.    ^  Be^  witness, 
'^  O  GMM  !  that  we  will  watch  o^^r  the  safety  of 
*  Constiiitiiie  th!e  son  of  Leo,  expose  oar  lives  te 
^'hi^  8l^yvii3ei|  tad  bear  true  atli^iance  to  his  pe»^ 
"*  soi^  and  |<o9l^ty.''    They  pledged  their  faith 
an  thett^ood  df  «be  tmie  cro^  and  tbe  act  of  th^ 
^fi^agedientWfU  deposited  «n:the  altar  of  St.  8d^ 
j^ia.  l^eftm  Co  swesr^  anditbe^firsttoviotoft^ 
ttek?  oftthi  wi^re  tbe  five  sons  of  Coprontfaus  by  la 
second  lt)iu^rii^;Mdibe^torfe!fi^ 
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c»AP,  i$  singuiar  and  tragic.    ThC[  right  of  primagi^ 
^Xfi!i  hiture  excluded  them  from  the,  throne ;  the  in- 
justice of  their  elder  brother  defrauded  them  of  a 
legacy  of  about  two  miilioos  sterling  ;  some  vain 
titles  were  not  deemed  a  sufficient:  compeD8atk>n 
for  wealth  and  power ;  and  they  repeatedly  con- 
^red  against  their  nephew,  before  and  after  the 
(kath  of  his  father.  Their  first  attempt  was  par- 
\  doned;  for  thi^  second  offence  they  were  con- 
demned to  ibe  ecclesiastical  stote-:  and  for  the 
thux)  treason,  :Nicepborus,  the  ^eMtest  arid  most 
gttiHy,  was  def»*tved  of  his  eyes,  and  his  four 
|^rothers«.  Christopher,  Nicetas,  Aa:ithemeus,  and 
Eudoxas,  were^ujoisbedt  as  anulder  sentence*  by 
tibeampulatiidiiiofitbeir  tongues..  After  five  years 
QOofinem0iit,{theyeficaped.tothedaAjrcbofSt.  So- 
pitta,  arid  displayed  a  pathetic  spectacle  to  the 
people,    ^MCountrymen  and  Christians,"  cried 
Nicephorusjibr  hiodself  and  H^  mute  brethren, 
'^')>efaold  th0  sons  of  your  emperor,  if  you.  can 
'^  stiU  recogriito^iOmr  features  in  this  miserable. 
%  state.    A. lifife.ai^. imperfect  lift,  is  aU  tliat  tbe 
'^  im^e  of  owlt  enemies  has  spared.    It  is  ntfw 
'/.  tlirooieoed',  and  we  now  throw  ourselyea  on 
^  yiOfur  compassion."    The  rising  murmur  might 
}»xe  produced, a  revollition,  bad  it  not  been 
chficlied  by  tho. presence  of  ;a  miniates,  ^ho 
sMthed  tbef  unb^py  princes  ^Vjith .  flattery  and 
hope,  and  gently,  drew  them  from  tbi^  sanQlxt^ry 
to.th©  T^alap^^  «Ttey  were  speedijy  ^mWrfcecJ  fQjx 
Q^ete,  anul  AtWpi^>w:as  allotted  for.  the  |daQf^.  of 
their  exiles*   .In  Ibis  cakn  r^treat^.and  in  th^r 
helpless  ^[xu^di^a,  NioephorM^  fi^>  his .  brotl;i^r» 
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irfere  tormented  lijr  the  thirst  of  pawer,  aiuL  ciiaf. 

tempted  by*  a.ScIaVoniaii  chief/wfao  offered  to  ^f;!^ 

break  tbeir  prison,  and  to  lead  tfaem  in  arms,  ami 

in  the  pkiiple,  tathe  gates  q£  Constantinople^ 

But  tbe:  Athenian  pebfie,  ever^ealoUs  in  the 

cause  of  Irene,  t)reyentea  her  jtfetice  or  crudty  j 

and  the' five. sonKi  of  Copi^oajnxus  were  plunged 

iri  eternal  jdaiicftiess  and  oblividn. 

<  Por^hbrisElf^  that  emperor  had  chosen  a  bar-i  Contun* 

barian  Iwife;^ otbe  daughter,  of  the  khan  of  th«  Ind  i^e. 

e^ozaral  bic^-dn!  Hki  JtMrriM^  of  his  heir,  i)ie^  ^J^* 

,,-,_-         .    ,        .  .      .  -  Sept.  8. 

preferred aa.mhfiwin  virgin;  iin  orpbao^  ^eveo^i 
te^n  ]^arftfirid^lwlu0ae^8(iAe>ffiniuMJ  must  hi^a 
consisted  inifaiE^jpdteoiBaltaecbn^  Ttift 

DuptisQs  (^liijBo^iidlrenewere  ckIttodtQd;W)th 
royal  pora^ ;.'  shti  toon .  acquired  the  l^ff^  gad  c^H'^ 
fidei^ot  bfiA  Aebl6)htiri3aoi4>!flnd  in  bki  ttetaipLeiNt 
be.dedai^.tfteeinpi)e89  girmtiimt  b^  tbie  Roin^ 
wonld,;afidl>Qf  tbdo".  son  Co«$t:9li4isi^  VI*  wbo 
iras  novindre  thaa  ten  J^eafrsj  ojf  ^age.  During 
his  childfcbeclifiesie  inost  ably  ^ddl  assiduously  .di^ 
ciiai^  m:her;priiI]ciadn)i|iirtll^iop  the  dutiei^ 
bf  a  faithful  nuJthiBr;  ^tyAk^rt^e^hin  the  r^tpr^r 
tion  of  imdges  tiiistteaerved  tbe«ia«(ie  atidhonourf 
of  a  sainty  w(bichr;she  still  ooou{9^  in  tt^  Gve^ 
calendar.  But  the  emperor  ^ttaii^  ihe.maturity 
of  youth;  the  m^jto'nal  ydke  bei^iune  mi^re  griev;* 
ous;  and  be  It&teiied  to  the  favourites  of  his 
oMrn  age,  who  duared'hi^pleftetures,  and  were^m* 
bitiousrof  steriug  his  power*  Their  xeascms  coa- 
yincedhini  of  iiis  right,  their  prwsesdrhii^  ability, 
to  reigti ;  ted  he  ooQsented  tq  rewaiid  the  service 
»f  Irepe' j)y  »  perpMutd  bpuiMiment  |o  the  isle  f^ 


cu  AF.  Sudly.  B(Kt  ber  Tigifance  and :p^iictrt^ti0ii^  easily 
XLVixi.  ^jigconcerted  tbcirrosh  pncgjects;: a- similar,  orinptore 
severe  punialiinelst.was  retaliated  on,  tbcdttsielves 
and  their  advi^i% ;  ^and  Irene  inflibted'  on  the 
tiii^ratGfttl  pnnceitlm  dttstisemuit of: abojr,  Af* 
ter'  this  contest  tibe  mbtber  and  the  soa  were  at 
the  head  of  two  domeelie  factions ;  and^  ihstaad  of 
mild  influence  add  voluntary  ebediieiioe^^^ie  held 
in  chaias  a  ca{)iivEe  and  aa  erieooy... iTfaei  eniptiess 
tr46  overtbrovm  by  the  abuse  dfyidtory- ;  the  oath 
df'^d^My  which  she  eicaetied<6  hffl'saslfiaJoiie^.wad 
ptroaouiiieedffrith  neluctant  ntonmli^r^afid  tlrebold 
reftisal  of  tbei :  Ardienian  gmird$'  imconffaged  a 
fli^dand'geti^d^'declaratiofi,  tibqt'^dnstaiKlmeVl 
j(f^S'tbe}»fMtd' emperor  of  t&e^ilomiiiiis.  Ill  this 
cMfeict^  he  ^aMC^ikAoA  his  hereditary  dnronev  and 
Ifeiilifldtd  If  ene  to  a  We  of  solitbdfe  and  iepos& 
9m  her  l^iig'hty  spirit  condescended  toithe  arts 
of  dissimuiftlion^psiie  flatteredtbelwllops  and  eu- 
nuths,  revived  the  Aliid  tendcrnessrof^  the  prince^ 
regained  his  coaftdence^  and  kmtt&fed'  his  ere* 
dulity.  The  cbdracter  of  GeoqtaixAme  ^sms  not 
destitute  of  sidiisi^dr) spirit ;  bvtbis  edutdHon  <had 
{Meen  istodkru^fy^^Hie^l^dted;  atMi'^bii^mbitioifB  mo- 
ther exposed  to  the  pubtie  cedsuieitiye  viceswbidi 
she  bad  ik)uri^&dy  ^ndthe  ai^toife  wUich  she  had 
seerettf  advised :  hh  divorce  atid  secoiid:  nssavriage 
tyflfended  tlie  prejudices  of  the  clergyi  tod  by  his 
imprudeiife  rigottr^he  forfeited  the  ^tachment^ 
^re  ArmetHaft  ^tiards.  A  powerftil  oottspii^slc^ 
was  f^ewrrned  ft^  the  Pestoratbn  oiP  Irene  ?»diid  the 
secret,  though  widely  d*fflii^^d,'was^f1rtthfti!^  hept 
above  el^ht  fn^mths^  tUl  th^Vtiip^rork  i^4spi<cioM6 
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of  his  danger^  escaped  from  Constantinople,  if^th  ch  aip. 
the  des^  of  appealing  to  the  provinces  and  ar-  ^l;"^^ 
mies.  By  tliis  hasty  flight,  the  empress  was  left 
on  the  brink  of  the  precipice ;  yet  before  she  im-* 
plored  the  mercy  of  her  son,  Irene  addressed  a 
private  epbtle  to  the  friends  whom  she  had  pla-^ 
ced  about  his  person,  with  a  menace,  that  unless 
^%aceomplished,  Me  would  reveal,  their  treason 
Their  fear  rendered  them  intrepid;  they  seiz-> 
ed  the  emperor  on  the  Asiatic  shore,  tod  he  was 
transported  to  the  porphyry  apartment  of  the  pa- 
lace, where  be  had  first  seen  the  li^t.     In  the 
mind  of  Irene,  ambition  had  stifled  every  senti-' 
ment  of  humanity  and  nature;  and  it  was  decreed 
in  her  Moody  council,  that  Constantine  should 
be  rendered  incapable  of  the '  throne :  her  emis- 
saries assaulted  the  sleeping  prince,  and  stabbed 
their  dag^rs  with  such  violence  and  precipita- 
tion into  his  eyes,  as  if  they  meant,  to  execute  a 
mortal  sentence.  An  ambiguous  passage  of  Theo^ 
phanes  persuaded  theannalist  of  the  church  that 
death  was  the  immediate  consequence  of  this  bar-  * 

barous  execution.  The  catholics  have  been  de- 
ceived or  subdued  by  the  authority  of  B^onius;^ 
and  protestant.  zeal  has  re-echoed  the  words  of  a^ 
cardinal,  desirous,  at  it  should  seem,  talkvour  the 
patroness  of  iniages.  Yet  the  blind  sdn  of  Irene 
survived  many  years,  oppressed  by  the  court  anct 
forgotten  by  the  world:  the  Isaurian  dynasty 
was  silently  extinguished ;  and  the  memory  of 
Constantine  was  recalled  only  by  the  nuptials  of 
his  daughter  Eupbrosyne  with  the  emperx)r  Mi- 
chael II.         . 

VOL. IX.  D 
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CHAT.       The  most  bigotted  orthodoxy  has  justly  exe- 
J!L^^I!!l  crated  the  unnatiiral  mother,  wh&maj  not  easily 
Irene,        be  paralleled  in  the  history  of  criBoies.    To  her 
Au^ul*  bloody  deec^  snperstkbn  has  attributed  a  subse- 
qutat  darkness  of  serenteen  days;  during  which 
many  vessels  in  mid^lay  were  driven  from  their 
.  course^  as  if  the  sun,  a  globe  of  fire  so  vast  and 
so  remote,  could  symipathise  with  the  atoms  of 
a  revolvii^  pbnet.   Oa  earth,  the  crime  ef  Irene 
was  left  five  year»  aopilnisfaedT.  her  re%n  was 
crowned  with  external  spfenchMer ;  and  if  she 
eould  silence  the  vioioe  of  cooMCieice^  she  neither 
heard  nor  reglwikd  the  reproaches  of  mankind* 
The  Roman  world  bowed  to  the  govermnent  of 
a  female ;  and  as  she  mored  throagh  th^  streets 
of  Constantinople,,  the  rmis  of  £anr  mSk*white 
steeds  were  held  by  as  many  patricaan^  who 
marched  on  foot  before  the  golden  chariot  of 
their  queen.    But  these  patricians  were  for  the 
most  part  etmuehs ;  and  their  blade  ifigratitude 
^  justified,  on  this  occaskm,  the  popular  hatred 

and  contempt.  Raised,  enriched,  intrasted  with 
the  first  dignities  of  the  empire,  they  basely  con- 
spired against  their  benefactress;  the  great  trea- 
surer  Nicephorns  was  secretly  invested  with  the 
purple ;  jkitt  successor  was  introduced  into  the 
pahM;e,  andvcrownied  at  St.  Sophia  l^'  the  venal 
patriarch.  In  their  first  interview,  she  recapitu- 
lated with  dignity  the  resolutions  of  her  life, 
gently  accused  the  perfidy  of  Nkepfaorus,  in- 
sinuated that  he  owed  his  Hfe  to  her  unsuspi- 
cious-clemency,  and,  for  the  throne  and  trea- 
sures which  she  resigned,  solicited  a  decent 


09  fkt  RoiitAN  £XPiltk;  as 

dnd  honourable  retmt.     tih  aTartc^i  refosed  chap. 
this  modest  compensation ;  and^  in  her  exile  of  ,f^^^",j 
the  isle  of  Lesbos,  tbe  empress  earned  a  scanty 
subsistence  by  Uie  labours  of  her  distaff. 

MsBj  tyrants  have  reigned  lindcfiibtedly  mlor^  Nictfho^ 
criminal  than   Nicefrfiorusi  but  none  perhaps  aTd!  002^ 
ha^re  more  deeply  incurred  the  unirersal  abhor-  ^>ct»^5i. 
rence  of  their  people.     His  character  was  stains 
ed  with  the  three  odious  rices  of  hypocrisy,  in- 
gratitude, and  avarice ;  his  want  of  virtue  was 
not  redeemed  by  any  superior  talents^  nor  his 
want  of  talents^  by  any  pleasing  qualifications^ 
Unskilftil  and  unfortunate  in  war,  Nicephonis 
was  vanquished  by  the  Saracens,  and  slain  by 
the  Btt^arians ;  and  the  advantage  of  his  death 
overbalanced,  in  die  public  opinion,  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  Roman  army.   His  son  and  heir  Staura-  stauradus^ 
C1U6  escaped  from  the  field  with  a  mortal  wound :  July  sd. 
yet  six  months  of  an  expiring  life  were  sufficient 
to  refute  his  mdeceat, though  popular  declaration,  ' 
that  he  would  in  all  things  avoid  the  example  of 
his  father.    On  the  near  prospect  of  his  decease, 
Michael,  the  great  master  of  the  palace,  and  the 
husband  of  his  sister  Procopia,  was  naiipied  by 
every  person  of  the  palace  and  city,  except  by 
his  envious  brother.     Tenacious  of  a  sceptre' 
now  falling  from  his  ha:hd,  he  conspired  against 
the  life  of  his  successor,  and  cherished  the  idea 
of  changing  to  a  democracy  the  Roman  em- 
pire.   But  these  rash  projects  served  only  to  in- 
flame the  zeal  of  the  people  and  to  riemove  the 
scruples  of  the  candidate :  Michael  I  accept- 
^  th.e  purple>  and  before  he  sunk  into  tber 

»2        '       . 
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CHAP,   grave,  the  son  of,  NicefrfioniB  implored  the  ck- 
^^!l  mency  of  his  new  sovereign.  Had  'Michael  in  an 
Michael  I,  age  of  peace  ascended  an  hereditary  throne,  he 
A^vf^^u  ^^S^*'  ^^^^  reigned  and  died  the  father  of  his 
October  t.  people :  but  his  mild  virtues  were  adapted  to  the 
shade  of  private  life,  nor  was  he  capable;  of  coiv- 
troUing  the  ambition  of  his  equals,  or  of  resisting 
the  arms  of  the  victorious  Bulgariansv  While  his 
want  of  ability  and  success  exposed  lum  to  the 
contempt  of  the  soldiers,  the  masculine  spirit  of 
his  wife  Procopia  awakened  ^eir  indignation. 
Even  the  Greeks  of  the  ninth  century  were  pro- 
voked by  the  insolence  of  a  female,  who,  in  the 
front  of  the  standards,  presumed  to  direct  their 
discipline  and  animate  their  valour;  and  theff 
licentious  clamoiurs  advised  the  new  Semiramis 
to  reverence  die  majesty  of  a  Roman  camp. 
After  an  unsuccessful  campaign,  the  emperor  left, 
in  their  winter-quarters  of  Thrace,  a  disaffected 
army  under  the*  command  of  his  enemies ;  and 
their  artful  eloquence  pcmuaded  the  soldiers  to 
break  the  dominion  of  the  eunuchs,  to  decade 
the  husband  of  Procopia^  and  to  assert  the  right  of 
a  military  election^    They  marched  towards  the 
capital ;  yet  the  clergy,  the  senate,  and  the  people 
of  Constantinople,  adhered  to  the  cause  of  Mi- 
chael; and  the  troops  and  treasures  of  Asia  n^igbt 
have  protracted  the  mischiefs  of  civil  war,  .  But 
his  humanity  (by  the  ambitious,  it  will  be  term- 
ed his  weakness)  protested,  that  not  a  drop  of 
Christian  blood  should  be  shed  in  his  quarre],  and 
his  messengers  presented  the  conquerors  with 
the  keys  of  the  city  and  the  pal^e.   They  were 
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disarmed  by  his  innocence  and  submission;  his  chap. 
life  and  his  eyes  were  spared ;  and  the  imperial  ^JliL 
monkenjoyed  thecomforts  of  solitude  and  religion 
above  thirty-two  years  after  he  had  been  stripped 
of  the  purple  and  separ^jted  from  his  wife. 

A  rebel,  in  the  time  of  Nicephonis,  the  famous  Leo  v,  the 
and  unfortunate  Bardanes,  had  once  the  curiosity  Aro.'sisi 
to  consult  an  Asiatic  prophet,  who,  after  prog-  ^"^^  "' 
nosticating  his  fall,  announced  the  fortunes  of  his 
three  principal  officers,  Leo  the  Armenian,  Mi-. 
chael  the  Phrygian,  and  Thomas  the  Cappado- 
cian,  the  successive  reigns  of  the  two  former^  the 
fruitless  and  fatal  enterprise  of  the  third  This 
prediction  was  verified,  or  rather  was  produced, 
by  the  event-  Ten  years  afterwards,  when  the 
Thracian  camp  rejected  the  husband  of  Procopia, 
the  crown  was  presented  to  the  same  Leo,  the  first 
in  military  rank  and  thesecretauthor  of themutiny. 
As  he  aifected  to  hesitate,—^*  With  this  sword,'* 
said  his  companion  Michael,  **  I  will  open  the 
"  gates  of  Constantinople  to  your  imperial  sway ; 
*^  or  instantly  plunge  it  into  your  bosom,  if  you 
"  obstinately  resist  the  just  desires  of  your  feUow- 
"  soldiers,**  The  compliance  of  the  Armenian 
was  rewarded  with  the  empire,  and  he  reign- 
ed seven  years  and  an  half  under  the  name  of 
I^eo  V.  Educated  in  a  camp,  and  ignorant  both  of 
laws  and  letters,  he  introfluced  into  his  civil  go- 
vernment the  rigour  and  even  cruelty  of  military 
discipline ;  but  if  his  severity  was  sometimes  dan- 
gerous to  the  innocent,  it  was  always  formidable 
to  the  guilty.  His  religious  inconstancy  was  taxed 
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CHAi^,  by  th«  epithet  of  Chameleon^  but  tb^  catkolics 
have  acknowledged  by  the  voice  of  a  saint  and 
confessprs,  that  the  life  of  the  Iconoclast  was  use- 
ful to  the  republic.  The  zeal  of  his  companion 
Michael  was  repaid  with  riches^  honours,  and 
military  command ;  and  his  subordinate  talents 
were  beneficially  employed  in  the  pubUc  service. 
Yet  the  Phrygian  was  dissatisfied  at  receiving 
fis  a  favour  a  scanty  portion  of  the  imper ml  prize 
which  he  \md  bestowed  on  bis  equ^l ;  and  his 
discontentt  which  sometimes  eyaporateld  in  a 
hasty  discourse,  at  length  assumed  a  more  tfareat-r 
ening  qopui  hostile  aspect  against  g  prince  v^bom 
he  represented  as  a  cruel  tyrant.  That  tyrwit, 
however,  repeatedly  detected,  warned,  and  dist 
missed  the  old  companion  of  his  arms,  till  fear 
and  resentment  prevailed  over  gratitude;  and 
Michael,  lifter  a  scrutiny  into  bis  actions  and  de? 
signs,  was  eoi^victed  of  treason,  and  sent^iced  to 
be  burnt  alive  in  the  furnace  of  the  privat€l  baths^ 
The  devout  humanity  of  the  empress  Theophano 
was  fatsil  to  her  husbfiiid  andCmyuily.  A  sqlenin 
day,  th^  twenty-fifth  of  December*  had  be^  $!xed 
for  the  executions  she  urged,  that  the  dnnivtfsary 
of  the  Saviour's  birth  would  be  profaned  by  this 
inhuman  spectacle,  and  Le^  ^nsented  with  re- 
luctance to. a  decent  respite^  But  on  the  vigil 
of  the  fe^st,  his  sleepless  anxiety  prompted  him 
to  visit  at  the  dead  of  night  the  chamber  in 
which  his  enemy  was  confined:  he  beheld  him  re- 
leased from  bis  chain,  and  stretched  onbisgaoler's 
bed  in  a  profound  slumber ;  Leo  was  alarmed  at 
^hcse  signs  of  security  and  intelligence;  but  though 
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he  retired  witJi  sUeiit  stq>s,  his  entrance  and  de-  chap. 
-parture  were  noticed  by  a  slave  who  lay  conceal-  ^y/i[l 
ed  in  a  corner  of  iiie  prison. "  Under  tbe  pn&- 
tence  <rf  roquestiag  the  spiritual  aid  of  4i  con- 
feasor^  Michael  Informed  the  consypiratora*  that 
their  lives  .dejiended  on  bis  discretion,  and  that 
a  few  hoQurs  were  left  to  assure  their  own  safety, 
by  the  deliMraiicc  of  fheir  friend  and  countiy* 
On  the  gfeat.ftfstiyalsy  a  chosen  hdoxd  of  j^iriests 
and  diaftters  was  admitt;^  into  the. palace  by  a 
private  gate  to  sing  matins  in.  the  cb^pei  *,  ami 
Leo,  who  regidated  with  tbe  saiae  atrictneiss  the 
disci^ihe  of  th^  cli(Hr  and  of  tbe  c£(fnp)  tvas  sel- 
d(Hn  afasedt  from  those  esarly  devotiMis.  In  the 
ecclesastioai  kabit^  but  with  5W<Mrds  imdec  their 
robes,  the  dosspintors  jaifigleii  with  the  pi^oee»- 
sion,  larked  in  the  anglai  of  the  chlipel,  aiid. ex- 
pected, a&^the  signal  of  murder,  the  intonatioa 
of  the  first  psalm  by  the  emperor  bimself.  Tbe 
imperfect  %ht^  and  tbe  uniformity  of  dress, 
might  ha^e  favoured  his  escape,  while  tl^eir  asr 
sault  was  pointed  against  an  harmless  p]:'Ie$t<; 
but  they  nocm  discovered  their  mi^itake,  and  ea«- 
compas^d  on  all  sides  the  royal  victim*  Witbt-  * 
out  a  weapou  and  without  a  friend,  he  grasped 
a  weighty  cross,  and  stood  at  bay  agaijist  tlie 
hunters  cf  his  life ;  but  as  he  asked  for  mercy ,~» 
**  This  is  the  bour,  not  of  mercy,  but  of  ven» 
"  geance,"  was  the  inexorable  reply.  Tbe  stroke 
of  a  well-aimed  sword  separated  from  his  body 
the  right  arm  and  the  cross,  and  Leo  tbe  Arme* 
wax  was  skdn  at  the  foot  of  the  altar* 
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CHAP.       A  iiiem(M*able  reverse  of  fortune  was  displayed 
^il!!!l  ^^  Michael  II,  who,  from  a  defect  in  his  speech, 
Michael II,  was  snmamed  the  Stammerer.    He  wassnatch- 
merer?"*'  ^  fr^*<»  *he  fiery  fumace  to  the  sovereignty  of 
D  ^fl^'^^  empire;  and  as  in  the  tumult  a  smith  could 
not  readily  be  found,  the  fetters  remuned  on  his 
tegs  several  hours  after  he  was  seated  on  the 
throne  of  the  Caesars.     The  royal  blood  which 
had  been  the  price  of  his  elevation,  was  improfit- 
ably  spent :  in  the  purple  he  retained  the  ignoble 
vices  of  his  origin ;  and  Michael  lost  his  provin- 
ces with  as  supine  indifferenoe  as  if  they  had 
been  the  inheritance  of  his  fathers.    His  title 
was  disputed  by  Thomas,  the  last  of  the  militai^ 
triumvirate,  who  transported  into  Euh^  four- 
score thousand  barbarians  from  tbe  banks  of  the 
Tigris  and  the  shores  of  the  Caspian.'  He  form- 
ed the  siege  of  Constantinople ;  but  the  capital 
was  defended  with  spiritual  and  carnal  weapons; 
a  Bulgarian  king  assaulted  the  camp  of  the  Ori- 
entals, and  Thomas  had  the  mi^brtune,  or  the 
weakness,  to  fall  alive  into  the  power  of  the  con- 
queror.   The  hands  and  feet  of  the  rebel  were 
amputed ;  he  was  placed  on  an  ass»  and,  amidst 
the  insults  of  the  people,  was  led  through  the 
streets,  which  he  sprinkled  with  hisblood.    The 
depravation  of  manners,  as  savage  as  they  were 
corrupt,  is  marked  by  the  presence  of  the  wipe- 
ror  himself.     Deaf  to  the  lamentations  of  a  fel- 
low-soldier, he  incessantly  pressed  the  discovery 
pf  more  accomplices,  till  his  curiosity  was  checked 
by  the  question  of  an  honest  or  guilty  minister,r-? 
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**  Would  you  give  credit  to  an  enemy,  against  ckap. 
« the  most  faithful  of  your  friends  ?•*  After  the  ^''-^"^- 
death  of  his  first  wife,  the  emperor,  at  the  request 
of  the  senate,  drew  from  her  monastery  Eu- 
phrosjne,  the  daughter  of  Constantine  VI. 
Her  august  birth  mi^t  justify  a  stipulation  in 
the  marriage-contract,  that  her  children  should 
equally  share  the  empire  with  their  elder  bro« 
ther.  Bnt  the  nuptials  of  M idiael  and  Euphro^ 
syne  were  barren ;  and  she  was  content  with  the 
titleof  moth^rof  Theophilus,hisson  and  successor. 

The  character  of  Theopfaitus  is  a  rare  example  Theophi- 
in  which  religions  zeal  has  allowed,  and  perhaps  829,  octo- 
magnified^  tbe  virtues  of  an  heretic  and  a  perse-  ^^  ^ 
eutoF.  His  valour  was  often  f^lt  by  the  enemies, 
and  his  justice  by  the  subject^,'  of  the  moinrchy ; 
butthe  valour  of  Theophiluswae  rash  and  fruitless, 
and  his  justice  arbitrary  and  crueL  He  diqplajted 
the  banner  of  the  cross  against  the  S^rac^ns-;  but 
Ms  five  expeditions  were  concluded  by  a  signal 
overthrow ;  Amorium,  the  native  city  of  his  an- 
cestors, was  levelled  with  the  ground,  and  from 
his  military  toi^s,  he  derived  only  tfafe  girriame 
of  the  Unfortunate.  The  wisdom  of  a  sovereign 
is  comprised  in  the-  institution  of  laws  and  the 
choice  of  magistrates,  arid  while  he  seems  with- 
out action,  his  civil  goverimieht  revolves'  round 
his  centre  with  tl^  silence  and  order  of  .the  pla- 
netary system.  But  the  justice  of  Tiieophilus 
was  fashioned  on  the  model  of  the  oriental  des- 
pots, who,  in  personal  and  irregular  acts  of  au-* 
thority,  consult  the  reason  or  passion  of  the  mo- 
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CHAP,  menif  without  meMuring  the  smtenoe  by  the  taw 
i!^^^!!iL  w  ^^^  penalty  by  the  ofieQce.  A  popr  woman 
threw  herself  at  the  emperor's  feet  to  complgiu  of 
a  powerful  neighbour^  the  brother  of  the  empress, 
who  had  raised  his  palaee-wall  to  such  an  iucon* 
venient  height,  that  her  humble  dwel^ng  was  ex- 
eluded  from  light  and  air !  On  the  proof  of 
theifact»  instead' of  granting,  UK?  an  ordinary 
jttd^;  siifieieht  or  ample  daiaage$i;  to  the  plain- 
tiff, the  sovereign  adjudged  to  her  use  and  bene- 
fit the  palace  and  the  ground.  Npr  was  Theo- 
philus  content  with  this  extravagant  satisfaction  : 
his  zeal  converted  a  civil  trespass  mto  a  criminal 
act ;  and  the  unfortunate  patrician  was  stripped 
andscourged  in  tbepublic  place  of  Cjwstapf^inoj]^. 
For  some  venial  offiaioes,  some  defeet  of  equity  or 
vigilance,  the  principal  ministers,  a  prefect,  a 
questfor,  a  xaptain  <^  the  guar<i^  were  l|ai{ushed 
or  nmtiUited,  or  scaMed  with  boUipg.  pitch,  or 
burnt  aliv^inthb  hippodrome;  and  m  tt^e^e-dread- 
ful  fflcampleis  nught  be  the  efleets  of  error  or  ca- 
price, they  must  have  aUendted  from  his  service 
the  best  and  wisest  of  the  cituteps.  But  the  pride 
of  the  monarch  was  flattered  in  the  exerciacr  of 
power,  or,  as  he  thought,  of  virtue ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, safe  in  their  obficurity,  applauded  the  danger 
and  debasement  of  their  superiiH^  This^^traor- 
dinary  rigour  was  justified,  in  some  Measure,  by  its 
salutary  consequences ;  since,  after  a  scrutiny  of 
.  seventeen  days,  not  a  complaint  or  abuse  could  be 
foiuid in  thecourtor  city :  and  it  might  be  all^^ed 
that  the  Greeks  could  be  ruled  Only  with  a  rod-  of 
iron,  and  that  tbepublic  interest  i^  the  motive  and 
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law  of  tli6  supreme  judge.    Yet  in  the  crime,  or   cher 
the  Bttspicioii,  of  treason^  that  jud^  it;  of  ail  others  ^^J"J^^ 
the  most  credulous  andpartial*  Theopbilus  might 
inflict  a  tard j  \^engeance  on  ibe  assassins  of  Leo 
And  the  saviours  of  bis  father ;  ^ut  he  eryofed  the 
fruits  of  their  crime;  and  his  jealous  tjrannjsacri- 
ficed  a  brother  and.  a  priiice  to  the  future  safety  of 
his  life,   A  Persian  6f  the  race  of  the  Sassanides 
diedinpo¥artyand€sileatConstantinople,leaving 
an  only  son,  the  issue  of  a  plebeian  marriage.    At 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  the  royal  birth  of  Theo- 
phobus  was  revealed,  and  his  merit  was  not  un^ 
worthy  of  his  birth.  He  was  educated  in  the  Bjr*. 
saBtinepaIace,a  Christian  and  a  soldier;  advanced 
with  rapid  steps  in  thecareer  of  fortune  and  gloryi 
received  the  hand  df  the  emperor's  sister;  and  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  thirty  thousand 
Persians,  who,  like  his  father,  had  fled  from  the 
Mahometan  conquerors.    These  troops,  doubly 
infected  with  mercenary  and  fanatic  vices,  were 
desirous  of  revolting  against  thdr  benefactor,  and 
erecting  the  standard  of  their  native  king :  but 
the  loyal  Theophobus  rejected  their  offers,  discon- 
certed their  schemes,  and  escaped  from  their  hands 
to  the  camp  or  palace  of  his  royal  brother.     A 
generous  confidence  might  have  secured  a  faithful 
and  able  guardian  for  his  wife  and  his  infant  son, 
to  whom  Theopbilus,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  inheritance  of  the  empire. 
Buthis  jealousy  was  exasperated  by  envy  and  dis- 
ease: he  feared  the  dangerous  virtueswhich  might 
either  support  or  oppress  their  infancy  and  wealt- 
ne^s;  and  the  dying  emperor  demanded  the  head 
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CHAP,  of  the  Peraan  prince.  With  savage  delight,  he 
XLViii.  recognised  the  famlfiar  features  of  his  brother: 
"  Thou  art  no  longer  Theophobus,**  he  said : 
and  sinking  on  his  couch,  he  added,  with  a 
faultering  voice,  ^  Soon,  too  soon,  I  shall  be  no 
«  moreTheophilus!" 

The  Russians,  who  have  borrowed  from  the 
Greeks  the  greatest  part  of  their  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical policy,  preserved,  till  the  last  century,  a 
singular  institution  in  the  marriage  of  the  czar. 
They  collected,  not  the  virgins  of  every  rank  and 
of  every  province^  a  vain  and  romantic  idea,  but 
the  daughtersof  the  principal  nobles,  who  awaited 
in  the  palace  the  choice  of  their  sovereign^  It  is 
affirmed,  that  a  similar  method  wasadopted  in  the 
nuptials  of  Thec^hilus.  With  a  golden  apple  in 
his  hand,  he  slowly  walked  between  two  lines  of 
contending  beauties :  his  eye  was  detained  by  the 
charms  of  Icasia,  and,  in  the  awkwardness  of  a  first 
declaration,  the  prince  could  only  observe,  that,  in 
this  world,  women  had  been  the  cause  of  much 
evil :  "  And  surely,  sir,"  she  pertly  replied,  "  they 
."  have  likewise  bfeen  the  occasion  of  much  good." 
This  affectation  of  unseasonable  wit  displeased  the 
imperial  lover :  he  turned  aside  in  di^ust;  Icasia 
concealed  her  mortification  in  a  convent ;  and  the 
modestsilenceof  Theodora  was  rewarded  with  the 
golden  apple.  She  deserved  the  love,  but  did  not 
escape  the  severity,  of  her  lord.  From  the  palace 
garden  he  beheld  a  vessel  deeply  laden,  and  steering 
into  the  port :  on  the  discovery  that  the  precious 
cargo  of  Syrianluxury  wastheproperty  of  hiswife, 
be  condemned  the  ship  to  the  flames,  with  a  sharp 
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reproach^  that  her  avarice  had  degraded  the  cha-   chap. 
racter  of  an  empress  into  that  of  a  merchant.  ^J^iiJl 
Yet  his  last  choice  intrusted  her  with  the  guard-  Michael 
iansbip  of  the  empire  and  her  son  Michael,  who  ^"^  ^^^ 
was  left  an  orphan  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  age,  ^^^^t 
The  restoration  of  images,  and  the  final  extirpa- 
tion  of  the  Iconoclasts,  has  endeared  her  name 
to  the  devotion  of  the  Greeks;  but  in  the  fervour 
of  re%ious  zeal,  Theodora  ei^tertained  a  grate- 
ful regard  for  the  memory  and  salvatioa  of  her 
husband.     After  thirteen  years  of  a  prudent  and 
frugal  administration,  she  perceived  the  decline 
of  her  influence ;  but  the  second  Irene  imitated 
only  the  virtues  of  her  predecessor.    Instead  of 
conspiring  against  the  life  or  government  of  her 
son,  she  retired,  without  a  struggle,  though  not 
without  a  murmur,  to  the  solitude  of  private  life, 
deploring  the  ingratitude,  the  vices,  and  the  ine- 
vitable ruin,  of  the  worthless  youth. 

Among  the  successors  of  Nero  and  Elagabalus, ' 
we  have  not  hitherto  found  the  imitation  of  their 
vices,  the  character  of  a  Roman  prince  who  con^^ 
sidered  pleasure  as  the  object  of  life,  and  virtue 
as  the  enemy  of  pleasure.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  maternal  care  of  Theodora  in  the 
education  of  iVIichael  III,  her  unfortunate  son 
was  a  king  beforp  he  was  a  man.  If  the  am- 
bitious mother  laboured  to  check  the  progress 
of  reason,  she  could  not  cool  the  ebullition  of 
passion ;  and  her  selfish  policy  was  justly  repaid 
by  the  contempt  and  ingratitude  of  the  head- 
strong youth.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  re- 
jected her  authority,  without  feeling  his  own  in- 
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CHAP.  (Capacity  to  govern  the  empire  and  himself. 
J^hJiiL'  With  Theodora,  all  gtarity  and  wisdom  retired 
from  the  court ;  their  place  was  supplied  by  the 
alternate  dominion  of  vice  and  folly ;  and  it  was 
impossible,  without  forfeiting  the  public  esteem, 
to  acquire  or  preserve  the  favour  of  the  empe- 
ror. The  millions  of  gold  and  silver  whidi  had 
been  accumulated  for  the  service  of  the  i^ate, 
were  lavished  on  the  vilest  of  men,  who  flatter- 
ed his  passions  and  shared  his  pleasures ;  and  in 
a  reign  of  thirteen  years,  the  richest  of  sove- 
reigns was  compelled  to  strip  the  palace  and  the 
churches  of  their  precious  furniture-  Like  Nero, 
he  delighted  in  the  amusements  of  the  theatre, 
and  sighed  to  be  surpassed  in  the  accomplish- 
ments in  which  he  should  have  blushed  to  excel. 
Yet  the  studies  of  Nero  in  music  and  poetry, 
betrayed  some  symptoms  of  a  liberal  taste ;  the 
more  ignoble  arts  of  the  son  of  Theophilus  were 
c<mfined  to  the  chariot-race  erf  the  hippodrome. 
The  four  factions  which  had  agitated  the  peace, 
still  amused  the  idleness,  of  the  ci^ital:  for  him- 
self, the  emperor  assumed  the  blue  livery ;  the 
three  rival  colours  were  distributed  to  his  favour- 
ites, and  in  the  vile  though  eager  contention  he 
forgot  the  dignity  of  his  person  and  the  safety 
of  his  dominions.  He  silenced  the  messenger  o( 
an  invasion,  who  presumed  to  divert  his  atten- 
tion in  the  most  critical  moment  of  the  race;  and 
by  his  command,  the  importunate  beacons  were 
extinguished,  that  too  frequently  spread  the  alarm 
from  Tarsus  to  Constantinople.  The  most  skil- 
ful charioteers  obtained  the  first  place  in  his  con- 
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fidence  and  ei^teem;  their  merit  was  profusely   chaf. 
rewarded;  the  emperor  feasted  in  their  houses^  xLviif. 
and  pre^^nted  their  chihlren  at  the  baptismal 
font;  and  while  he  applauded  his  own  popularity, 
he  affected  to  blame  the  cold  and  stately  reserveof 
his  predecessors.    The  uniiatural  lusts  Which  had 
degraded  even  the  manhood  of  Nero,  were  ba^ 
nished  from  the  world ;  yet  the  strength  of  Mi- 
chael was  consumed  by  the  indulgence  of  lore 
and  intemperance.    In  his  midnight  revels,  when 
his  passions  w^e  inflamed  by  wine,  he  was  pro^ 
voked  to  issue* the  most  sanguinary  commands; 
and  if  any  feelings  of  humanity  were  left,  he  was 
reduced,  witii  the  return  of  sense,  to  approve  the  * 
salutary  disobedience  of  his  servants.     But  the 
most  extraMdinary  feature  in  the  character  of 
Micl^ael,  is  the  profane  mockery  of  the  religion 
of  his  country.     The  superstition  of  the  Greeks 
might  indeed  excite  thd  smile  of  a  philosopher : 
but  his  smile  wmild  have  been  rational  and  tem-    ; 
perate,  and  he  must  have  condemned  the  ignorant 
folly  of  a  youth  who  insulted  the  objects  of  public 
vener^ion.     A  buffoon  of  the  court  was  invested 
in  the  robes  of  the  patriarch;  the  twelve  metropo- 
litans, among  whom  the  emperor  was  ranked,, 
assumed  their  ecclesiastical  garments:  they  used 
or  abu^d  the  sacred  vessels  of  the  altar ;  and  in 
their  bacchanalian  feasts,  the  holy  communion 
was  administered  in  a  nauseous.compound  of  vi- 
negar and  mustard.     Nor  were  these  impious 
spectacles  concealed  from  the  eyes^  of  the  city. 
On  the  day  of  a  solemn  festival,  the  emperor,  with 
hj?  I^ishops  or  buSWons,  rode  on  asses  through  the 
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CHAP,  streets,  encountered  the  true  patriarch  at  the 
XLVin.  head  of  his  clergy;  and  by  their  licentious  shouts 
and  obscene  gestures,  disordered  the  gravity  of 
the  Christian  procession.  The  devotion  of 
Michael  appeared  only  in  sbme  offence  to  reason 
or  piety  :  he  received  his  theatrical  crowns  from 
t^e  statue  of  the  Virgin ;  and  an  imperial  tomb 
was  violated  for  the  sake  of  burning  the  bones 
of  Constantine  the  Iconoclast.  By  this  extrava- 
gant conduct*  the  son  of  Theophilus  became  as 
contemptible  as  he  was  odious:  every  citizen  was 
impatient  for  the  deliverance  of  his  country;  and 
even  the  favourites  of  the  moment  were  apprehen* 
sive  that  a  caprice  might  snatch  away  what  a  ca- 
price had  bestowed.  %  In  the  thirtieth  year  of  his 
age,  and  in  the  hour  of  intoxication  and  sleep, 
Michael  III  was  murdered  in  his  chamber  by  the 
founder  of  a  new  dynasty,  whom  the  emperor 
had  raised  to  an  equality  of  rank  and  power, 
Badi  I,  The  genealogy  of  Basil  the  Macedonian  (if  it 

SiLuSr*"  ^^  ^^*  *^^  spurious  offspring  of  pride  and  flat- 
A^D.867,  tery)  exhibits  a  genuine  picture  of  the  revo- 
lution of  the  most  illustrious  families.  The 
Arsacides,  the  rivals  of  Jlomc,  possessed  the 
sceptre  of  the  East  near  four  hundred  years: 
a  younger  branch  of  these  Parthian  kings. con- 
tinued to  reign  in  Armenia;  and  their  royal  de- 
scendants survived  the  partition  and  servitude 
.  of  that  ancient  monarchy.  Two  erf  these,  Ar- 
tabanus  and  Chlien^s,  escaped  or  retired  to  the 
court  of  Leo  I ;  his  bounty  seated  them  in  a 
safe  and  hospitable  exile,  in  the  province  of  Ma- 
cedonia :  Adrianople  was  their  final  settlement. 
During    several  generations   they    maintained 
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the  dignity  of  their  birth ;  and  their  Roman  pa-  chap. 
triotism  rejected  the  tempting  offers  of  the  Per*  .^v^^../, 
sian  and  Arabian  powers,  who  recalled  them  to 
their  native  country,  But  their  splendour  was  in- 
sensibly clouded  by  time  and  poverty ;  and  the 
father  of  Basil  was  reduced  to  a  small  fann» 
which  he  cultivated  with  his  own  hands  :  yet  he 
scorned  to  disgrace  the  blood  of  the  Arsacides 
by  a  plebeian  alliance:  his  wife,  a  widow  of 
Adrianople,  was  pleased  to  count  among  her 
ancestors,  the  great  Constantine  ;  and  their 
royal  infant  was  connected  by  some  dark  affinity 
of  lineage  or  country  with  the  Macedonian  Alex- 
ander. No  sooner  was  he  born,  than  the  cradle 
of  Basil,  his  family,  and  his  city,  were  swept 
away  by  an  inundation  of  the  Bulgarians :  he 
was  educated  a  slave  in  a  foreign  land;  and  in 
this  severe  discipline,  he  acquired  the  hardiness 
of  body  and  flexibility  of  mind  which  promoted 
his  future  elevation.  In  the  age  of  youth  or  man- 
hood he  shared  the  deliverance  of  the  Roman  cap- 
tives, who  generously  broke  their  fetters,  marched 
through  Bulgaria  to  the  shores  of  the  Euxine,  de- 
feated two  armies  of  barbarians,  embarked  in  the 
ships  which  had  been  stationed  for  their  reception, 
and  returned  to  Constantinople,  from  whence  they 
were  distributed  to  their  respective  homes.  But 
the  freedom  of  Basil  was  naked  and  destitute :  his 
farm  was  ruined  by  the  calamities  of  war :  after  his 
father's  death,  his  manual  labour,  or  service,  could 
no  longer  support  a  family  of  orphans ;  and  he  re- 
solved to  seek  a  nlore  conspicuous  theatre,  in  which 
every  iirttie  and  every  vice  may  lead  to  the  paths 
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CHAP.  of|^eatness.  The  first  Di|pht  of  his  arrival  ^t  Con- 
''^"''  scantinople,  without  friends  or  money,  the  weary 
pilgrim  slept  on  the  ^teps  of  the  church  of  St. 
Diomede :  he  was  fed  by  the  casual  hospitalitj  of 
a  m<Mik ;  and  was  introduced  to  the  service  of  a 
cousin  and  namesake  of  the  emperor  Theophilus ; 
who,  though  himself  of  a  diminutive  person,  was 
always  followed  by  a  train  of  tall  and  handsome  do- 
mestics. Baail  attended  his  patron  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Peloponnesus ;  eclipsed,  by  his  personal 
merit,  the  birth  and  dignity  of  Theophilus,  and 
formed  an  useful  connection  with  a  wealthy  and 
charitable  matron  of  Patras.  Her  spiritual  or  car- 
nal love  embraced  the  young  adventurer,  whom 
she  adopted  as  her  son.  Danielis  presented  him 
with  thirty  slaves ;  and  the. produce  of  her  boun- 
ty was  e;x;pended  in  the  support  of  his  brothers, 
and  the  purchase  of  some  large  estates  in  Ma- 
cedonia. His  gratitude  or  ambition  still  attach- 
ed him  to  the  service  of  Theophilus  ;.^  and  a 
lucky  accident  recdmmended  him. to  the  notice 
of  the  court.  A  famous  wrestler,  in  the  train 
of  the  Bulgarian  ambassadors,  had  defied,  at  the 
royal  banquet,  the  boldest  and  most  robust  of 
the  Greeks.  The  strength  of  Basil  was  praised; 
he  accepted  the  phallenge;  and  the  barbarian 
champion  was  overthrown  at  the  first  onset. 
A  beautiful  but  vicious  horse  was  condemned  to 
be  hamstrung :  it  was  subdued  by  the  dexterity 
wd  courage  of  the  servant  of  Theophilus ;  and 
his  conqueror  was  promoted  to  an  honourable 
rank  in  the,  imperial  stables.  But  it  was  impos- 
sible to  obt^n  th»  confidence  of  Michaeji^  without 
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f^mpJyimg  witb  his  vices ;  and  Us  new  £iiToiirite,   c  h  ap. 
the  great  chamberlain  of  the  palace,  was  raised  ^^"t. 
and  supported  by  a  disgraceful  marriage  with  a 
royal  concubine,  and  the  dishonour  of  his  sister, 
who  succeeded  to  her  place.     The  public  admi- 
nistraticm  had  been  ^andoned  to  tiie  Caesar 
Bardas,  the  brother  and  enemy  of  Theodora; 
but  the  arts   of  female   influence   persuaded 
Michael  tb  hate  and  to  fear  his  uncle :  he  was 
drawn  from  Constantinople^  under  the  pretext 
of  a  Cretan  expedition,  auid  stabbed  in  the  tent 
of  audience,  by  the  swofd  of  the  chamb^lain, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  emperor.     About  a 
month  after  this  execution,  Basil  was  invested 
witb  the  title  of  Augustus  and  the  government 
of  the  empke.     He  supported  this  unequal  as- 
sociation till  his  influence  was  fortified  by  popu- 
lar esteem.     His  life  was  endangered  by  the 
cq>rice  of  the  emporor;  and  his  dignity  was  pro-    ^ 
faoed  by  a  second  colleague,  Who  had  rowed  in 
the  galleys.     Yet  the  murder  of  his  benefactor 
ifiust  be  condemned  as  an  act  of  ingratitude  and 
treason;  and  the  churches  which  he  dedicated  to 
the  name  of  St.  Michael,  were  a  poor  and  puerik 
expiation  of  his  guilt. 

The  di^rent  i^es  of  Basil  I,  may  be  com<> 
pored  wi(^  those  of  Augustas.  The  situation 
of  the  Greek  did  not  allow  him  in  his  earliest 
irouth  to  lead  an  army  against  his  country,  or  to 
pit^ribe  the  noblest  of  her  sons;  but  his  aspiring 
getnus  stooped  to  the  arts  of  a  slave ;  he  dis- 
sembled his  ambition  and  even  his  virtues,  and 
(ra^ed,  with  the  bloody  hand  of  an  assassin,  th$ 
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CHAP,    empire  which  he  ruled  with  the  wisdom  and  tetr' 
^^^^"\  demess  of  a  parent.     A  private  citizen  may  .feel 
his  interest  repugnant  to  bis  duty;  but  it  must  be 
from  a  deficiency  of  sense  or  courage,  that  an  ab- 
solute monarch  can  separate  his  happiness  from  his 
glory,  or  his  glory  from  the  public  welfare.     The 
life  or  panegyric  of  Basil  has  indeed  been  com- 
posed and  published  under  the  long  reign  of  his 
descendants^  buteven  their  stability  on  the  throne 
may  be  justly  ascribed  to  the  superiw  merit  of 
their  ancestor.     In  his  character,  his  grandson 
Constantine  has  attempted  to  delineate  a  perfect 
image  of  royalty :  but  that  feeble  prince,  unless 
he  had  copied  a  real  model,  could  not  easily  have 
soared  so  high  above  the  level  of  his  own  conduct 
or  conceptions.  But  the  most  solid  praise  of  Basil 
is  drawn  from  the  comparison  of  a  ruined  and  a 
flourishing  monarchy,  that  which  he  wrestedfrom 
the  dissolute  Michael,  and  that  whdch  he  be* 
qneathed  to  the  Macedonian  dynasty.   The  evils 
which  hac(  l^een  sanctified  by  time  and  example, 
were  corrected  by  his  master-hand ;  and  he  re- 
vived, if  not  the  national  spirit,  at  least  the  order 
and  majesty  of  the  Roman  empire.     His  appli- 
cation was  indefatigable,  his  temper  cool,  his  un- 
derstanding vigorous  and  decisive ;  and  in  his 
practice  he  observed  that  rare  and  salutary  mo- 
deration, which  pursues  eadi  virtue,  at  an  equal 
distance  between  the  opposite  vices.  His  military 
service  had  been  confined  to  the  palace ;  nor  was. 
the  emperor  endowed  with  the  spirit  or  the  ta- 
lents of  a  warrior*     Yet  under  his  reign  the 
Roman  arms  were  again  formidable  to  the  bar- 
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barians.  As  soon  as  fae  had  formed  a  new  army  chap. 
by  discipline  and  exercise,  he  appeared  in  person  ^^"^\ 
on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  curbed  the  pride  of 
the  Saracens,  and  suppressed  the  dangerous  though 
just  revolt  of  the  Manichaeans.  His  indignation 
against  a  rebel  who  bad  Icmg  eluded  his  pursuit, 
provoked  bim  to  wish  and  to  pray,  that,  by  thei 
grace  of  God,  he  might  drive  three  arrows  into 
the  head  of  Chrysochir.  That  odious  head,  which 
had  been  obtain^  by  treason  rather  than  by  va* 
lour,  was  suspended  from  a  tree,  and  thrice  ex- 
posed to  the  dexterity  of  the  imperial  archer :  a 
base  revenge  against  the  dead,  more  worthy  of  the 
times,  than  of  the  character  of  BasiL .  But  his 
principal  merit  was  in  the  civil  administration  of 
the  finances  and  of  the  laws.  To  replenish  an 
exhausted  treasury,  it  was  proposed  to  resume  the 
lavish  and  ill-placed  gifts  of  his  predecessor:  his 
prudence  abated  one  moifety  of  the  restitution ; 
and  a  sum  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds 
was  instantly  procured  to  answer  the  most  pressing 
demands,  and  to  allow  som^  space  for  the  mature 
operations  of  economy.  Among  the  various 
schemesfor theimprovementof  the  revenue,  a  new 
mode  wassuggested  of  capitation,  or  tribute,  which 
would  have  too  much  depended  on  the  arbitrary 
discretion  of  the  assessors.  A  sufficient  list  of 
honest  and  able  agents  was  instantly  produced  by 
the  minister ;  but  on  the  more  careful  scrutiny  of 
Basil  himself,  only  two  could  be  found,  who 
Jnight  be  safely  intrusted  with  such  dangerous 
powers;  and  ihey  justified  his  esteem. by  dcr 
dining  his  CQnfidencei.    Biit  the  serious  and  suOr 

e3 
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CHAP,  eessful  diligence  of  :tbe  emperor  established  by 
^^aiHL  degrees  an  equitable  balance  of  property  and  pay- 
ment)  of  receipt  and  expenditure;  a  peooliar  fund 
was  aj^ropriated  to  eaob  senrice ;  and  a  public 
method  secured  the  interest  of  the  prince  and  the 
property  of  the  people.  After  reforaiiiig  the 
luxury^  be  assigned  twopatrinu>niale8tates  to  sup- 
lily  the  decent  plenty^  of  the  imperial  table :  the 
contritmtions  of  the  subject  irere  reserved  for  his 
defence;  and  the  residue  was  employed  in  the  em- 
bellishment of  the  capital  and  provinces.  A  taste 
far  bttildingy  however  costly,  may  deserve  some 
praise  and  much  excuse ;  ifrom  thence  industry  k 
fedy  art  is  racouraged,  and  some  object,  is  at- 
tained of  puUic  emotufltient  or  pleasure :  the  use 
of  a  road,  an  aqueduct,  or  an  bospttat,  is  obvious 
and  solid ;  and  the  hundred  churches  that  arose 
by  the  command  of  BaaJ,  were  consecrated  to  the 
devotion  of  the  age.  In  the  character  of  a  judge, 
he  wa$' assiduous  and  impartial ;  desirous  to  save, 
but  not  afraid  to  strike :  the  oppressors  of  the 
people  wcH-e  severely  chastised ;  but  bis  personal 
foes,  whom  it  might  be  unsafe  to  pardon,  were 
condemned,  aftei;  the  loss  of  their  eyes;  to  a  life 
of  solitude  and  repentance.  The  change  of  lan- 
guiage  and  manners  demanded  a  revi^bn  of  the 
obsolete  jurisprudence  of  Justinian  :  the  volum- 
inous body  of  his  institutes,  pandects,  code,  and 
novels,  was  digested  under  forty  titles,  in  the 
Greejk:  idiom ;  and  the  Basilics,  which  wer«  im- 
proved and  completed  by  his  son  and  grandson, 
must,  be  referred  to  the '  original  genius  of  the  i 
founder  of  their  raoe^    This  glorious  reigti  was 
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termioated  by  an  accident  in  ^e  chase.  A  fu*  chap. 
rious  stag  entangled  his  horns  in  the  belt  of  Ba-  ^^^"^' 
si)^  and  ridsed  him  Orom  his  horse :  be  was  res- 
cued Iff  an  attendant,  who  cut  the  belt  and  slew 
the  anhnfd ;  Wt  the  fkll»  or  the  fever,  exhausted 
the  strength  of  the  aged  monarch,  and  he  expir« 
ed  IB  the  palace,  amidst  the  tears  of  hfs  family 
and  pe<^e.  If  he  struck  off  the  head  of  the  fhith- 
ful  8er?ant,  for  jn^esuming  to  draw  his  sword 
agamst  hip  sovereign;  the  pride  of  despotism^ 
whieh  had  lain  dormant  in  his  life,  revived  in  the 
last  mom^its  of  despair,  when  he  .no  longer 
wanted  or  valued  the  opinion  of  manlund. 

Of  the  four  sons  of  the  emperor,  Gonstantine  Leo  vi, 
died  before  his  father,  whose  grief  and  creilulity  ^^^^ 
w««  loaused  by  a  flattering  iinpostor  and  a  vain  a.  d.  sse, 
apparition*    Stephen,  theydungest,  was  content  ^*"^** 
wil^  the  honours  of  a  patriarch  and  a  saint ;  both 
Leo  and  Alexander  were  alike  invest^  wiith  the 
parfiAe^  but  the  powers  of  government  wiere  sbldy 
exercised  by  the  elder  brother.    The  name  of 
lieo  y I  hap  been  dignified  with  the  title  of  phi- 
hs(^pfwti  and  the  unibh  of  the  prince  and  the 
sage^  of  ^e  active  and  speculative  virtues,  wouM 
indeed  constitute  the  perfection  of  human  nature. 
But  the  claims  of  Leo  are  far  short  of  this  ideal 
excellence.    Did  he  reduce  his  passions  and  ap- 
petites undep  the  dominion  of  reason  ?  His  life 
was  spent  in  the  pomp  o#-the  palace,  in  the  so- 
ciety of  his  wives  and  concubines ;  and  even  the 
clemency  which  he  showed,  and  the  peace  which 
he  strove  to  preserve,  mtist  be  imputed  to  the 
softness  and  indolence  of  his  charactel*.    Did  he 
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CHAP,  subdue  his  prejudices,  and  those  of  his  subjects  ? 

^^!!!l  His  mind  ,was  tinged  with  the  most  puerile  super- 
stition ;  .the  influence  of  the  clergy,  aqd  the  er- 
rors of  the  people^  were  consecrated  by  hifi  laws ; 
and  the  oracles  of  Leo,  which  reveal,  in  prophetic 
^tyle,  the  fates  of  the  empire,  are  foimded  on  the 
arts  of  astrology  and  divination.    If  we  stilt  in- 
quire the  reason  of  his  sage  appellation,  it  canonly 
be  replied,  that  the  son  of  Basil  was  less  igporant 
than  the  greater  part  of  his  contemporwies  in  . 
church  and  state;  that  his  education  had  been 
directed  by  the  learned  Photius ;  and  th^t  Siev^ral 
books  of  profane  and  ecclesiastical  science  were 
composed.by  the  pen,  or  in  tl^e  name,  of  the  im- 
perial ^AzVo^qpAer.  But  the  reputation  of  his  phi- 
losophy and  religion  was  ov^hrown  by  a4omes« 
tic  vice^  the  repetition  of  his  mipti^s. .    The  pri- 
mitive ideas  of  the  merit  an4  holiness  of  celibacy, 
were  preached  by  the  monies  and  entertained  by 
the  Greeks.  Marriage  was  allowed  as  a  n^pessaiy 
means  for  the  prqpagatioi^  of  mankind ;  after  the 
death  of  either  party,  the  survivor  might  satisfy, 
hys,  second  union,  the  weakness  or  the  strength  of 
the  flesh :  but  a  third  marriage  was  censured  as  a 
state  of  legal  fornication ;  and  a  fourth  was  a  sin 
pr  scandal  as  yet  unknown  to  the  Christians  of  the 
East.  |n  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  I,^eo  himself 
had  abolished  the  state  of  concubines,  and  con- 
demned, without  annulling,  third  marriages;  but 
his  patriotism  and  love  soon  compelled  him  to 
violate  his  own  laws,  and  to  incur  the  penance, 
which  in  a  similar  case  he  had  imposed  on  his 
subjects.    In  his  three  first  alliances,  liis  nuptial 
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bed  was  unfruitful;  the  emperor  .required  afe«  chap. 
male  companiba,  and  the  empire  a  legitimate  ii^!X!|!^ 
heir*  The  beautiful  Zoe  vt^  introduced  into  the 
palaceasaeowublne;  and  after  a  trial  of  her  fe« 
cunditj,  and  the  birth  of  Confltantine,  her  lo>rer 
declared  his  intention  of  legitimating  the  mother 
and  the  child,  bj^  the  celebration  of  his  fourth 
nuptiids.  But  the  patriarch  Nicholas  refused  his 
blessing:  the  impmal  baptism  of  the  young 
prince  was  obtauied  by  a  promise  of  separatimi  i 
and  the  contumacious  husdiumd  of  Zoe  was  ex* 
eluded  from  the*  communion  of  the  faithfid. 
Neither  the  /ear  of  exile,  nor  die  desertion  of 
his  bDHhreil»  nor  .the  authority  of  the  Latin 
church*  nor  jfcbe  danger  of  foilttire  or  doubt  in  th^ 
succession  to  the  empire,  could,  bend  the  spirit  of 
tiieiaflexible  monk.  After  the  diaath  of  Leo»  he 
was  recallied  from  exile  to  the  civil*  and  ecclesi- 
astieal  administffation ;  and  the  edict  of  union' 
wbigh  was  promulgaited  in  ike  name  of  Con- 
stantine,  condemned  the  future  scandal  of  fourth: 
marriages^  and! left  a  tacit  imputation  on  iuS 
own  birth.    , 

In  theGreek  langu^e/mrpfeandj!>orpAyry  are  AicModcr. 
the  same  word :  and  as  the  colours  of  nature  Bare  tine  vii« 
invariable,  we  may  learn,  that  a  daric  deep  red  was  ^^^^^ 
the  Tyrian  dye  which  stained  the  purple  of  the  a.d.  911. 
ancients.  An  apartment  of  the  Byzantine  palace  ^*' 
was  lined  with  porphyry:  it  was  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  pregnant  empresses;  and  the  royal 
birth  of  their,  children  was  expressed  by  the  ap- 
pellation of parphffrogenite,  or  bom  in  the  purple. 
Several  of  the  Roman  princes  had  been  blessed 
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CHAP,  wkk  Mi  heir;  but  this  peculiar  guniune  was  first 
^^Zllly  ttPfdwd  ta  Coiistaatiiie  YII.  His  life  and  titular 
teign  were  df  equal  duration ;  but  of  fifty-four 
7ears»  ^six  biod  leh^ised  before  .Mn  lirtker^'s  death ; 
and  the  son  of  Leo  was  ever  tbe  voliintarj.or  re« 
hictant  subject  of  those  who  oppressed  hi»  weak- 
aesaior  abused  bis  confidence.  His  uncle  Alexan- 
deff,  who  had  longbeen  invested  with  the  title  6t 
Augustus^  was  the  first  colleague  and  governor  of 
the  young*  prkiee:  but  in  a  irapid  career  of  vice 
a0dfiftlly,'tlieihri>tkeip.of  Leo  already  «mula^ 
the  reputatixtobf  Michael;  and  when  heiwaaex- 
tiBguisfaed  by  a  timely  deaths  he  enteHftteied  a 
project  of  castrating  his  nepltew^  and  kaiHAg  the 
empire  to  a  wiorthfess  favourite.  ^  The  trncoitoditig 
years  of  the  miwiiity  of  CoQstantlne  Mrew^ooou- 
pied  fay  his  mother  Zoe^  and  a  suecescoon  o^^bun- 
cil  of  setea  mgi^ts,  who  pursued  their  iBt^rettt, 
gratified  their  ^  passions,  abandoned  the  repufe^, 
si^yplanted  each  other,  and  fioMly  ratiished  in  iike 
prsence  of  a .  sokUer.  From  an  •  obaeore  origki, 
Romanus  Leeapenus  had  raided  Mmself  to  the 
Command  of  the  qaval  armies ;  and  in  the  anarchy 
of  the  times,  hiEidde8erved,orat  least  hadobtahied, 
the  national  esteem.  With  a  victorious  and  af- 
fectionate fleet,  he  sailed  flrom  the  m6uth  of  the 
Danube  into  the  harbour  of  Constantinople,  and 
was  hfiiied  as  the  deliverer  of  the  people^  and  the 
guardian  of  the  prince.  His  supreme  office  w^ 
at  first  defined  by  the  new  af^llation  of^Hb^r  of 
?Teai"'.  ^^  emperor;  but  Romuius  soon  diildained  the 
nuB,  subordinate  powers  of  a  minister,  and  assumed, 
be^34.     ^i^  the  titles  of  C«sar.and  Augustus,  the  full 
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jodep^mknice  of  roursltyt  whiA  he .  keld  near  chap. 
fite  eiid  twentjr  years*    Hi«  ikret  sons,  Chris*  ^Z^^ 
to{dier,  Stepbeii|»  aad  Gonatadituie,  vere  bisc^  cm9^ 
sessively  adoined  with  tiuq  sfiiBe  honows^  and  ^t!i*  ^^ 
the  lawful  emperor  was  degraded  fnrrin  Hie  first  ^^'^fTj 
to  the  ^h  sank  in  this  college  of  prince.   Yet^ 
m  the  preBevTiKkbn  of  his  'Me  add  cni^n^  hs 
might  still  applaud  his  own  finrtime  and  thede^ 
iQeDC3r*  of  the  usurper.     Tim.  exanqplea^  of  jm<- 
€ieitt  andinoderu  .hl8tD|7  ^eoM  bnra/e^^dused 
the  ambition  of  Romanui:  the.pot(^rs  and. the 
laws,  of  the  empire  wel-e  :iii>  his*  hand ;  the  spu- 
rioa?  birt^h  of  Const^iitine  H^csild  have  justified 
Ihs  exclusion';  and  the  gtwre  or  the  moiuistery 
vasr  open  to  receive  the  sou  of. the  coneubine* 
But  LecapemA  does  aot  appear  to  huvt  p<»- 
seased  either  the  virttt^s  or  the  viees  of  a  tyrant. 
Tke  spmt  and  activity  of  hb  privati^  Kfe,  disdotv- 
ed  away  in  the  suni^nie  of  lEhe  throned;  and  ia 
his  liceatidiis  pleasure^^  he  foi^ot  ^e  safety  ^both 
of  the  republic  and  of  his  fasaily.  Of  a  mild  atid 
religious  character,  he  respected  the  ssmctity  of 
oaths,  the  innocence  of  the  youth,  the  tnemory 
of  his  parents,  and  the  attaduhent  of  the  people. 
The  studious  temper  and  retirement  of  Constant 
tine,  disarmed  the  jealousy  of  power:  his  books 
and  music,  his  pen  and  his  pencil,  were  a  constant 
source  of  amusement;  and  if  he  could  in^prove 
a  scanty  allowance  by  the  sale  of  his  piciures^  if 
their  price  was  not  enhanced  by  the  name  of  the 
mist,  he  waa  endowed  with  a  pcirisonal  tateit, 
whicli  few  princes  could  employ  in  tlie  hour  <tf 
adversity. 
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€HAF.  The  fall  of  Romanus  was  oceasioned  by  his 
-'f^?^"!!  ^^•^  ^ices  and  those  of  his  children.  After  the 
Contten.  dccease  of  Christopher,  his  eldest  son,  the  two 
^y^^  surviving  brothers  quan^lled  with  each  other, 
^an.  27.  anj  conspu^  against  their  father.  At  the  hour 
of  noon,  when  all  strangers  were  leguUrly  ex- 
cluded from  the  palace,  they  entered  his  apart- 
nmt  with  an  armed  force,  and  ctaveyed  him,  in 
the  habit  of  a  monk,  to  a  small  island  in  the  Pro- 
pontis,  which  was  peopled  by  a  religious  com- 
munity. The  rumour  of  this  domestic  revolu-  ' 
tien  excited  a  tumult  in  the  city ;  but  Porphyron 
genitus  alone,  the  true  and  lawful  emperor^'was 
the  object  of  the  public  care ;  and  the  sons  of 
Lecapenus  WQre  taught^  by  tardy  experience, 
that  they  had  achieved  a  guilty  and  perilous  en- 
terprise for  the  benefit  of  their  rival.  Their  sister 
Helena^  the  wife  of  Constantiae,  revealed,  or  sup- 
posed, their  treacherous  design  of  assassinating 
her  husband  at  tiie  royal  banquet.  His  loyal  ad- 
herents were  alarmed;  and  the  two  usurpers 
were  prevented,  seized,  degraded  from  the  puiv 
ple,  and  embarked  for  the  same  island  and  mo- 
nastery where  their  father  had  been  S0  lately  con- 
fined. Old  Romanus  met  them  on  the  beach  with 
a  sarcastic  smile,  and,  after  a  just  reproach  of  their 
folly  and  ingratitude,  presented  his  imperiid  col- 
leagues with  an  equal  share  of  his  water  and 
vegetable  diet.  In  the  fortieth  year  of  his  reign, 
Constantine  YII  obtained  the  possession  of  the 
eastern  world,  whidi  he  ruled,  or  seemed  to  rule, 
near  fifte^  years.  But  he  was  devoid  of  that 
energy  of  character  which  could  emerge  into  a 
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life  of  actioa  and  i^iory ;  and  the  studies  which  chap* 
had  amused  and  dignified  his  leisure,  were  incom-  ^^.y"?*^ 
pflitible  i»Ch  the  serious  duties  of  a  sovereign. 
The  emperor  neglected  the  practice,  to  instruct 
his  son  Romanus  in  the  theory,  of  government ; 
while  be  indulged  the  habits  of  intemperance  and 
sloth,  he  dr<^t  the  reins  of  the  administration  in- 
to the  hands  of  Helena  his  wife;  and,  in  the 
shifting  scene  of  her  favour  and  caprice,  each  mi- 
nister was  regretted  in  the  promotion  of  a  more 
worthless  successor.  Yet  the  birth  and  misfor* 
tunes  of  Constantino  had  endeared  him  to  the 
Greeks ;  they  excused  his  failixigs;  they  respected 
his  learning,  his  innocence,  and  charity,  his  love 
of  justice ;  and  the  ceremony  of  his  funeral  was 
mourned  with  the  unfeigned  tears  of  his  subjects. 
The  body,  according  to  ancient  custom,  lay  in 
state  in  the  vestibule  of  the  palace;  and  the  civil 
and  military  officers,  the  patricians,  the  senate, 
and  the  clergy,  approached  in  due  order  to  adore 
and  kiss  the  inaninmte  corpse  of  their  sovereign. 
Before  the  procession  moved  towards  the  imperial 
sepulchre,  an  herald  proclaimed  this  awful  ad- 
monition.— *^  Arise,  O  king  of  the  world,  and 
"  obey  the  summons  of  the  king  of  kings !" 

The  death  of  Constantino  was  imputed  to  poi-  Roinanns 
son;  and  his  son  Romanus,  who  derived  thatA/iTm 
name  from  his  maternal  grandfather,  ascended  the  ^^^'  *** 
throne  of  Constantinople.    A  prince  who,  at  the 
age  of  jtwenty,  could  be  suspected  of  anticipating 
his  inheritance,  must  have  been  already  lost  in  the 
public  esteem ;  yet  Romanus  was  rather  weak 
than  wicked ;  and  the  largest  share  of  the  guik 
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CH  AV.   was  trani^red  to  Im  wif(^  Thebphano,  a  woman 
^^^l^u  ^  ^^  otigiAf  mnsc^Xme  6pirlt#  and  flagitious 
manMra.  The  'se&se  of  persoBal  ^bry  aad  public 
huppiaesft,  the  true  ploasures  of  royalty^  were 
unknown  to  the  soR  of  ConstAtttine ;  and  wMle 
the  two  brdthersi  Nic^orus  and  Leo^  triun^- 
ed  over  the  Saracens,  the  bours  whic)i  the  em* 
peror  owed  to  his  people  were  consumed  in  stre<* 
nuous  idletiess.    In  the  momihg  be  visited  tbe 
circus ;  at  ^noou  he  feasted  the  senators;  tiie  great- 
er part  of  the  afternoon  he  spent  in  the  sphceHs^ 
krium^  or  tenniis^osurt,  tibe  <mly  theatre  <if  b)3 
victories ;  from  thence  be  passed  over  to  the 
Afftatic  side  of  tiie  BospboruS)  hunted  aikl  kited 
four  wHd  bo£H^s  of  the  krgest  siae»  and  returned 
to  the  palaoc)  proudly  content  witb  the  Iabo«irs 
of  the  day.    In  ^ttrength  and  beauty  he  was  con- 
spicuous above  his  equals :  tall  and  straight  as  a 
young  cypress^  bis  complexion  was  fair  and  flo- 
rid»  bis  eyes  spaHkling,  his  shoulders  bpoad^  bis 
nose  long  and  aquiline.    Yet  even  these  perfec- 
tiMS  were  iittofficient  to  fix  the  love  of  Theo- 
pbano;  Md,  after  a  reign  of  four  years^  she 
mingled  for  her  husband  the  same  deadly  draugbt 
which  she  had  composed  for  bis  fbther. 
i^cqjfeo.        By  his  marriage  with  this  fcaipious  woman,  Ro- 
Thoct^     manus  the  youngrer  Feft  two  sons,  Basil  II  and 
Augnat  &   Cofistantine  IX,  and  two  daughters,  Theopbano 
and  Anne.    The  eldest  sister  was  given  to  Otbo 
II,  emperor  of  the  West ;  the  younger  became 
the  wjfe  of  Wolodomir,  great  duke  and  apostle 
of  Russia^  and,  by  the  marriage  of  her  grand^ 
daughter  with  Henry  I,  king  Kji  France,  the 
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bipod  of  the  Macedonians,  asd  perhaps  of  llie  chap. 
Arsacides,  still  flows  in  the  v€ins  of  the  Bouf'*  ^^^"'* 
bon  line.  After  the  drath  of  her  husband*  the 
empress  aspired  to  reign  in  the  name  of  her 
sons,  the  elder  of  whom  was  five,  and  the  ';f(Huoig* 
er  only  two,  years  of  age ;  but  she  soon  felt  the 
iostability  of  a  thrime,  which  Was  supported  b^ 
a  female  who  could  not  be  esteemed,  and  two 
infants  who  could  not  be  fe^ed.  Theophano 
looked  around  for  a  protector,  and  threw  her* 
self  into  the  arms  of  the  bravest  soldier ;  her 
heart  was  capricious ;  but  the  deformity  of  the 
new  favourite  rendered  it  more  than  ptt>babte 
that  interest  was  the  motive  andjexcuse  of  her 
k)ve.  Nieepbortas  Phocas  united^  in  the  popu* 
lar  opinion,  the  double  merit  of  an  hero  and  a 
saint  In  the  former  character,  hcs  qi^lifica^- 
tionswere  genuine  and  splendid:  the  descend* 
ant  of  a  race,  illustrious  by  their  military  ex^ 
ploitSy  he  had  displayed,  in  every  station  and  ia 
every  province,  the  courage  of  a  soldier  and  the 
conduct  of  a  chief ;  and  Nicephoms  was  crown^ 
ed  with  recent  laurels,  Arom  the  important  con« 
quest  of  the  isle  of  Crete.  His  religion  was  ofs 
a  more  ambiguous  cast ;  and  hb  hiaireloth,  his 
fasts,  his  pious  idiom,  and  his  wish  to  retire  from 
the  business  of  the  world,  were  a  convwiieiit 
mask^or  his  dark  and  dangerous  ambition*  Yet 
he  imposed  on  an  holy  patriairch,  by  whose.  »*« 
fluence,  aiid  by  a  decree  of  the  sienate,  he  m» 
intmsted^  during  the  minority  of  the  yoimg 
princes,  with  the  absolute  and  indq[>endent  com« 
mand  of  the  oriental  armies*    As  soon  .as  he 
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CHAP,  had  secured  the  leaders  and  the  troops,  he  bold- 
XL VIII.  jy  niarched  to  Constantinople,  trampled  on  his 
enemies,  avowed  his  correspondence  with  the 
empress,  and,  without  degrading  her  sons,  as- 
sumed, with  the  title  of  Augustus,  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  rank  ^nd  the  plenitude  of  power.  But 
Ms  marriage  with  Theophano  was  refused  by 
the  same  patriarch  who  had  placed  the  crown 
on  his  head ;  bj  his  second  nuptials  he  incurred 
a  year  of  canonical  penance ;  a  bar  of  spiritual 
affinity  was  opposed  to  their  celebration;  and 
some  evasion  and  perjury  were  required  to  si- 
lence the  scruples  of  the  clergy  and  people.  The 
popularity  of  the  emperor  was  lost  in  the  purple: 
in  a  reign  of  six  years  he  provoked  the  hatred  of 
strangers  and  subjects ;  and  the  hypocrisy  and 
avarice  of  the  first  Nicepborus  were  revived  in 
his  successor.  Hypocrisy  I  shall  never  justify 
or  palliate ;  iMit  I  will  dare  to  observe,  that  the 
odious  vice  of  avarice  is  of  all  others  most  hasti- 
ly arraigned,  and  most  unmercifully  condemned. 
In  a  private  citizen,  our  judgment  seldom  ex- 
pects an  accurate  scrutiny  into  his  fortune  aiid 
expence ;  and  in  a  steward  of  the  public  trea- 
sure, frugality  is  always  a  virtue,  and  the  in- 
crease of  taxes  too  often  an  indispensable  duty. 
In  the  use  of  his  patrimony,  the  generous  tem- 
per'of  Nicephorus  had  been  proved;  a[nd  the 
revenue  was  strictly  applied  to  the  service  of  the 
state;  each  spring  the  emperor  marched  in  person 
againsft  the  Saracens ;  and  every  Roman  might 
compute  the  employment  of  his  taxes  in  triumphs, 
(^nquQsts,  and  the  security  of  the'  eastern  barrier. 
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Amo^g  tJb^  j^fmii^  who  pcQffioted  his  eleva*   c  R  af» 
tion,  and  ier>ccsd  wijijierjlfis  staiHlar4f  a  noble  ^and  ^^IJ;, 
yaliaat  Arme^n  ,^|id  deserved  and  obtained  the  John  zu 
JOdo^  Wlpeot  rewaiHJls.    The  ^ture  of  Johf  |^^c^ 
Ziuus^  jjirf  s  jt^w  tjbe  ordioaiy  standard ;  but  '^^'"^^ 
tiii^dininutiitp  bp^y  w^as  endowed  ^Wjitlistre^gth*  moVoco.' 
Jbea^tj,  ^4  tibe  ^ul^f  an  liero.    By  the  jea-  ^^ 
Jkmsy  of  the  e|iafiw>r>  brA^^er,  If^  .was.degrade^ 
from  the  ojflEiGe  of  ,gn<l^^  ^f  the  East,  to  that  of 
director  of  tjie  .pps^;,^,  wf^  1^^  A^rmurs  werp 
chasjl^iqed  ;9rit)^  4i^i|Qe  .i^n4  €xi^-    But  Ziinis^ 
•€^  was  ^W)K^4  ^^lAQitf  the  p^unaroiiis  loFers  of 
%;en^fft8^::  jq|i|h«riii^i^cefisi<>nJ(ie  was  pennit- 
jtod  ^jiiffj^^.at  €l\pIpQ4()n  ,io  t^e  ^neighbourhaqfl 
of  tte  fi^t^'*  )lii^  boHn^  was^^cy^  in  his^clap- 
destj^  lUQk^  pn^Qroufi  f|^  to  the  palace;  4^ 
^ifpphfllip  cfflisefitfe^  ^U)vfi)4flrity»  to  the  <lea4^ 
<tf  an  ff^f  m^  p^nwww  fe?s^4^    Sqme  /boM 
»d  itoisty  ;cm^atflrs  iireije  cp|ifle^l?d  in  ;^r 
B»09t  p^fil^  ^^hftiqber^;  ip  ^be  da^k^^ess  .of  ^a 
wii^  jnig^jl),  :Zijpiisc^  with  bis  principal  com- 
pan|4I^!,,e|id^4(ed  ^i  a,&aiall;bQAtf  t^Y^rsed.tth^ 
^^pb^»W»  Im^M  »t  :the  jiHI^y^Qe  st^^-s^  and^si- 
im^, 9saf(m4^  a :lad<ter  of  rrpp^  wlfich  w^s-c^t 
4o^n  hf  rtkfi  ^mai^e  ^tftqudants.    .Neitiier  ^s 
«WPiSttspiq|QO^,  .nor  ,t)ie  .^^niimiqgs  pf  Jiis  fri^qds* 
,mr  the  W^  ^  Qf  k}^  brqther  Leo,  nor  the 
JMf^lis  whighike.'}^  erec^  intbe  palace,  could 
jH^frtWt  J^$f»f}|ornf  frpjB^  ,a  <i^)Wt^^<i  *^;  ^* 
»hQS^j^WW»^ffry/4lW>r  ^^ 
m^    >A9*e:#^ptpPia;bp»r^Kino|itbe^oup^^ 
he  wasfm^  t^itrh^ir  i^oiiy  iBtrusJ|(^,  an4;tbjxty 
*lggl5r>)gUttef^  i)siN^  J(t  is,f|^h|e 
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CHAP,    ful  whether  Zionisces  imbrued ^his  hwoAi  in  tbe 
•.^^.^  blood  of  his  sovereign ;  but  he  enjoyed  the  inhu* 
man  spectacle  of  revenge:    The  murder  was  pro- 
0  tracted  bj  insult  and  crueltj;  and  as  soon  as  the 

head  of  Nicephorus  was  shewn  from  the  window, 
the  tumult  waS  hushed,  and.  the  Armenian  was 
entperor  of  the  East.  On  the  day  of  his  corona- 
tion, be  was  stopped  on  the  tfateshold  oif  St.  So- 
phia, bjr  the  intrepid  pktrtareh;  Who  charged  his 
conscience  with  the  deed  of  tre^^ofn  and  blood ; 
and  re()uired,  as^a  sign  'of  repentance,  that  he 
should  Separate  hMiself  from  his  more  criminal 
associate.'  This  sally  6f  apostolic -zeal  was  not 
offensive  to  the  prinfee,' since  he  could  ttiiilber  love 
nor  trnsc  a  wcMnan  who'  had  r^atediy  Vfolated 
the  inost  sacred  otiligatidns;  and  Theo^hano,  in- 
stead of  sharinig  his  iitiperial  fortune,  was  dismiss- 
ed \#iifli  ignominy  fi^oifr'Ms  bed  and  palace..  In 
their  last  interview,^  she 'displayed  *a  frantic  and 
impotent  "rage ;  accused  the  ihgr^itude  of  her 
lover;  xissaulted  with  words  and  'blows  her  son 
«*  Basil,  as  he  "Stood  silent  and  submissive  in  the 
presence  of  a  superior  colleagtie;  and* avowed  her 
own  prostitution  ih  proclaiming  the  illegil^acy 
of  bis  birtb.  The  public  indignation  w&s  appeas- 
ed by  her^xile,  and  tbe  punishment  of  tbe  mean- 
er accomplices:  the  death  of  an  unpopular  prince 
was  forgiven;  And  the  guitt  of  Zimisces  was  for- 
gotten in  the  splend6ur  of  his  virtuosi  Perhaps 
his  profusion,  was  less  tiseAit  to  the  stat^  than  the 
s^varice  of  Nicephorus;'  bu*  his  gentle  ^nd  gener- 
ous behaviour  delighted  all  who  approached  his 
person;  lind  it  was  only  in  the  paths  of  victory 
€hat  h%  trode  in  the  footsteps  of  his  pi^deoessor. 
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The  greatest  pant  of  bis '  roign  M'as  employed  in   c  h  A.r. 
the(»iiii^ad(d  the  field:  hispersonal  valour  and  ^^^"'* 


activity  .were  signalized  on  the  Danube  and  the 
TigHs,  th^  ancient  bounidaries  of  the  Roman 
world;  and  byiiis  donbler triumph  over  the  Rus- 
sians and  tlie  Saracens^  be  deserved  the  titles  of 
savioiir  of  .the  empire»  and  conqueror  of  the  East. 
In  \m  last  return  ftonl  Syria,  be  obMrved  that 
the  mast  fruitful  lands  of  his  neW  provinces  were 
possessed  by  the  cfunuchs;  ^*  And  is  it  for  them," 
he  exclaimed,  withli6tie»t  indignation,  ^*  that  we 
"*  have  fought  and  dori(](uered?  Is  it  for  them  that 
'*  we  shed  our  blood,  and  exhaust  the  treasures 
**  of  oiiripeopto  ?/  Th*  complaint  was  re-echoed 
to  the  palace,  and  tlie  death,  of  Zimisces  is  stnmg- 
I7  marlDed  with  the  siispidon  of  poison. ' 

Under  this  usurpation,  or  regency,  of  twelve  ^*l"^ 
years,  the  two  lawful  etnperors,  Basil  and  Qon-  itwitine 
stantine,  had  silently  grown  to  the  4ge  of  man-  9^6,  jiJJi. 
hood.    .Thfeir  tender  years  had  been  incapiable  of  *^  *^- 
dominion:  the  respectful  modesty  of  thegor  attend- 
ance aftd  salutation,  was  due  to  the  age  and  merit 
of  their  guardiians:  the  childless  ambition  of  those 
guardianshad no  t^nptatioh  to  violate  their  right 
of  succession:  their  patrimony  was  ably  aad  faith- 
fuUy  administered ;  and  the  premature  death  of 
i^imisces  was  a  loss,  rather  than  a  benefit,  to  the 
sons  of  Romanus.    Their  want  of  experfence  de- 
tained them  twelve  years  longer  the  obscure  and 
voluntary  ptipils.  of  a  minister,  who  extended  his 
'^^pi  by.  persuading  them  to  indulge  the  pleasures 
i>f  youth,  andto  disdain  thelaboucsofgovernment. 
Ib  this  silken  web;  the.wcR^ness.df  Gonstantme 
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CHAP,  was  for  ever  entangled;  but  kis  eldw  brother 
.^.^yiill  f«lt  the  impulse  of  genius  tad  the  desire  of  ac- 
tion ;  he  frowned,  and:tlie  minister  was  no  more.. 
Basil  wa.^  the  acknowledged  sovereign;  of  Gon^ 
stantiDOfyle  and  the  provinces  of  Europe;  but 
Asia  was  oppressed  hj  two  vetermft  l^erals, 
Phocas  ilnd  ScleniSyWho,  ahemately  friends  and 
enemies,  subjects  and  rebels,  maindalned  their  in- 
dependence, aqd  hdnmred  to  emulate  the  eixam- 
pie  of  successful  usurpation.  Against'  these  do« 
mestic  enemies;  the  4M)Ii  of  Romonus  first  drew 
his  swordy  and  they  trembled  in  the  pi^ssence  of 
a  lawful: and  higb-spiviteii  prince;  -The  first,  in 
the  front  of  battle^  wasthrowh  flNHm  his  horse, 
by  the  stroke  of  poiso%'dr  an  brrow;  ^kio  oeeond, 
who  had  been  twice  loaded  with  dioinis^  mid 
twice  mvested  with  the  purpte^  was  desutms  of 
ending  in  peace  the  smidl  remainder  of  his  days. 
.  .  As  the  a^  suppMaiH;  aiq>Toached  thie  throtie, 
with  dim  eyes  and  fhuheHng  stc^s,  leaning  on 
his  two  attendants,  the  eiili)eror  esDclaimnd,  in 
the  insolence  of  youth  and  power,*^^  And  is 
**  this  the  man  who  has  so  lonjg  been  the  object  of 
'*  our  tenror?'*  After  he  hlad  confirmed  hia'owu 
autlu^ity,  and  the  peace  of  the  enkpire,  ttos- tro- 
phies of  Nicqpbonis  and  Zimisces  wouU  not  suf- 
fer their  myal  pufAl  to  sleep  in  the  pakioe.  His 
longandft^uent  expeditiorisagiunst  the  Saracens 
were  rather  glorious,  than  nseful  to' the* empire; 
but  the  final  destruction  of  the  kingdom  nf  Bul- 
garia appears,  since  the  time  of  Belisarine^  the 
most  important  triumph  of  the  Rmnaii  arms*  Yet 
instead  of  applauding  their  victorious  pince^  hist 
subjects  detested  t^e  rapacious  and  rigid  avarice 
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of  Ba^i;  ami  in  the  imperfect  narratiTe  of  6s  ex*  eu  af. 
ploits,  we  can  only  disoern  the  couragie,  patience,  !lIl!l!S!. 
and  ferociousness  of  a  soldier.    A  vidous  educa* 
tion,  which  could  not  subdue  his  spirit*  had  cloud* 
ed  his  mind;  ho  was  ignor&nt  of  every  science ; 
and  t^roBQMibr&Bce  of  his  learned  and  feeble 
granilsire  nu^t  encourage  a  real  or  affected  con^  ^ 
tempt  of  laws  and  la wyers»  of  artists  and  arts.  Of 
such  a  character,  in  such  an  age,  superstition  took 
a  firm  and]a$Ung  possession;  after  the  first  license 
Of  his  youth,  Basil  II  devoted  his  life,  in  the  pa- 
lace  aad  the  campj  to  the  penance  of  an  hermit, 
wore  the  monastic  habit  under  his  robes  and  ar* 
mour,  observed  a  vow  of  continence,  and  imposed 
QQ  his  appetites  a  perpetual  abstinence  from  wine 
andflesh.  Inthesixty-eightyearof  hisage,hismar« 
tiftl  spirit  urged  him  to  embvlc  in  person  for  a  holy 
war  against  the  Saracens  of  Sicily ;  he  was  pre<* 
vented  by  death,  and  Basil,  sumamed  the  Slayer 
of  tlie  Bulgarians,  was  dismissed  from  the  world, 
with  the  blessings  of  the  clergy  and  the  curses  of 
the  people.     After  his  decease,  his  brother  Con-  *^<*""^ 
stantme  eajoyed,  about  three  years,  the  power,  or  a.  d. 
rather  the  pleasures,  of  royalty;  and  his  oply  care  ]^^^J!^ 
was  the  settldxient  of  the  succession.  He  had  en* 
joyed  sixty^'six  years  the  title  of  Augustus ;  and 
the  reign  of  the  two  brothers  is  the  longest,  and 
most  obscure,  of  the  Byzantine  history. 

A  Itneid  succession  of  five  emperors,  in  a  period  f^^^^ 
of  one  hundred  and  wtty  years,  had  attached  the  gyms, 
loyalty^of  the  Greeks  to  the  Macedonian  dynasty,  %^ 
which  had  been  thrice  resfiected  by  the  usurpers  ^^'  >?• 
of  their  power.    After  the  death  of  Gonstan* 

.        F  8  . 
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CHAP,  tine  IX,  the  last  male  of  the  royal  race,  a  new 
i!il![l!l  ^"d  broken  ?cene  presents  itself,  and  the  accnmu* 
lated  years  of  twelve  emperilrs  do  not  equal  the 
space  of  his  single  reign.     His  elder  brother  had 
preferredhisprivatechastity  to  tlie  public  interest, 
and  Constanttne  himself  had  only  three  daughters^ 
Eudocia,  who  took  the  veil,  and  Zoe  and  Theo- 
dora, who  were  preserved  till  a  mature  age  in  a 
state  of  ignorance  and  virginity.  When  their  mar- 
riage was  discussed  in  the  council  of  their  dying 
father,  the  cold  or  pious  Theodora  refused  to  give 
an  heir  to  the  empire,  but  her  sister  Zoe  presented 
herself  a  willing  victim  at  the  altar.     Rotnanus 
Argyru^,  a  patrician  of  a  graceful  person  and  fair 
reputation,  was  chosen  for  her  husband,  and,  on  his 
declining  that  honour,  w^  informed,  that  blind- 
ness or  death  was  the  second  alternative.     The 
motive  of  his  reluctance  was  conjugal  affection, 
but  his  faithful  wife  sacrificed  her  own  happiness 
to  his  safety  and  greatness;  and  her  entrance  into 
a  monastery  removed  the  only  liar  to  the  imperial 
nuptials.     After  the  decease  of  Constantine,  the 
scqptre  devolved  to  Komanus  III;  but  fefiB  la- 
bours at  Home  and  abroad  were  equally  feeUc 
and  fruitless;  and  the  matiire  age,  the  forty*eight 
years  of  Zoe,  were  less  favourably  to  the  hopes  of 
pregnancy  than  to  the  indulgence  of  pleasure.  Her 
favourite  chamberlain  was  an  handsome  Paphla- 
gonian  of  the  name  of  Michnel,  whose  first  trade 
had  been  that  of  a  money-ch^ger;'and  Romenus, 
either  from  gratitude  or  equity,  connived  at  their 
criminal  intercourse,  or  accepted  a  slightassurance 
of  their  innocence.    But  Zoe  soon  justified  tho 
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Roman  maxim,  ,ihai  every  ^diUteresa  is  capabte  chap. 
of  poisoning  her  busbaacT;  aod  the  death  of  Ro-  ^i^lJl 
manus  was  instantly  fpllowed  by  the  scandalous 
marriage  and  elevation  of  Michael  I\.     The  ^x*  MichMi 
pectations  of  Zoe  were Jiowever.  disapi>oUited :  Pi^a^. 
instead  of  a  vigprous  and  gratefut  lover,  she  had  ^'^' 
placed, in  her  bed,  a  miserable  wretch,  whose  losii 
health  and  reason  were  impaired  by  epileptic  fits,  ^^^^  ^  ' 
and  whose  cqnscience  was  tormented  by  dei^ir 
and  remorse.    The  most  skilful  physicians  of  the 
miod  and  bpdy  were  strnirnQOed  to  his  aid;  andhis 
hopes  were  abused  by  frequent  pilgrimages  to 
the  baths,  and  to  the  tomb^  of  the  most  pQpular 
saints ;  the.  monks  applawied  his  penance,  and, 
except  restitution,  (but  to  whom  should  J^  have 
restored?)^  Mkhael  sought  every  method  of  expi- 
ating his  guilt*    While  he  groaned  and  prayed  in* 
sadkclot^  an4  ^l^^s,  his  brother,  the  eunuch  John, 
smiled  at  his  remorse^  and  enjoyed  the  harvest  of 
a  crime  of  which  himself  was  the  secret  and  most 
guilty  author.    His  administration  was  only  the 
art  of  satiating  his  avarice,  and  Zoe  become  a 
captive  in  the  palace  of  her  fathers  and  in  the 
hands  of  her  slaves.  When  he  perceived  the  irre- 
trievable decline  of  his  brother's  health,  he  intro- , 
duoedhis  nepheWt  another  Michael,  who  derived » 
his  surname  of  Calaphates  from  his  father's  occu* 
patton  in  the  careening  of  vessels  :  at  the  com-. 
maad  of  the  euQUch^  Zoe  adopted  for  her  son,  the    . 
^on  of  a  mechanic ;  and  this  fictitious  heir  was. 
invested  with  the  title  and  purple  of  the  C^sarsf,. 
in  the  presencp  of  the  seaate  and  clergy.     Stf  '^ . 

feeble  was  the  cbaractefr  ^f  Zoe,  that  she  was  op^ .    -        t 
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CHAT)  prts^6d]yfthel!^tfMdp(P^etivhith^b^ 
^hT*lli**  ^^  h  the  death  of  the  I^a|>hfagoniaii ;  and  at  ihe 
MichMi     etifdof  ftMr  dajs^  sbe  plaieed  tfife  <^r6WM  dto  the  htn^ 
phaSfr    ^^*fi<^bael  V,*  wbof  had  protested,  wkffc  tears  and 
''V  P-        oatlfSj  that  he  shduld  cref  retail  the  fii^t  ttoA  most 
t^/i4    cit]^ieivt  <if  bei"  subjects.    The  iyiAy  act  of  bis 
ahoH  feign  was  bjs  base  ingffatrttidd  1^  Hlsf^^tie- 
factors,  the  etintich  and  the  eftrfircss.    The  dis- 
grace of  tl^o  fortner  #as  {^easing  tb  the  |:Kibfie; 
Imt  the  itiurn^tirs,  and  ^t  lefi|^  tiie  elamtoiii^,  of 
Cbhstafftinople  deple^^  fhef  exflt  bf  £^,  ttie 
diiughter  of  s6  manj^Mpei'o^ ;  her  i4t^  Wire  for- 
go^teti^  ahd  Michael  ttras  tlttfght^  tilM  til^V«  id  a 
period  in  Which  the  patience  of  th^  tkiftett  skives 
rises  ifilt^  fvttf  and  rev^iige.  Th^  eifii^iiis  ctf  every 
degree  assembled  in  d  fotitAdhlM  futottU  Which 
lasted  three d^ys;  they  besieged ihe^Wdttt«$  toTced 
«jj^^  the  gatesi  recdlt^  tKeil-  nidtkcts,  ^  ftoch  her 
A.  o.     *  prison,  Theodora  f>dtii  he^  ihonast€^,  dM  con- 
Iptu  SI.    demned  the  son  of  CaiSphate^  id  thtldihf^  his 
eye$  or  c^  his  li^.   For  the  first  timej  tiie  6«ddts 
beheld  with  surprise  the  tWoi^o  jal  sisters  seated  dn 
the  tome  thrbne^presidihgin^th^s^iiatH^^  ahd  givitig 
audience  to  the  aitiba^shdorsdTtfaeti^iohS/  l^t^f  his 
lingular  union  snbsistettnbmore  tlHin  tWd  inolitlis; 
the  two  sdtereigflis,  their  tettifiers,  ihterestiSii  and 
*dherehts^  Were  B^(ii^(iy  hostile  io^abh  tiHii^i  and 
ks  Thee^om  was  still  adveihsfr  lb  hftaTiia^e,;  the  in* 
defWtij^ble  Zoe,  at  the  ag^  of  si^ty^  consents, 
JTor  the  pttbli<^  ^ood,  to  feitstmn  thb  eitibTaeieS  of  a 
third  husbahd,  and  the  c^hsure!^  of  th^  Greek 
Snf  X?'    chtirch-     His  nifhe  aiid  niimber  Wfetc  Gdnitan- 
Konoii*.  t^  X,  gad  the  ^ithet  of  M^hb^ia^hns^  the 
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vriotfr  end  victofy  in  sAtne  p«bic  op  private  qunt*  „,,^,,,,: 
reL  Bat  his  health  was  broken  by  the  tortures  of  a.  u. 
thegoni,  Md  faisdisMkite  reigfe  was^spent  In  the  ]l^iu 
attematire  of  sicknesef  and  pleasure.   A  fiiir  and 
noble  wktoip  kad  acdompanied  CoD$tantine  in  bis 
eiiie  la  the  iile  of  Lesbos,  afid  Sclarena  gloried  in 
the  a^jpellaiioii  of  his  mistreKs.    Aftelr  his  man 
riage  and  depHtWBi  she  vras^nvested  with  the  tHte 
and  poa»p  irf*  AagUita^  and  ^occupied  a  eont%iious 
apartment  in  4lie  palaoe:  The  lawful  consort  (such 
was  tkedtflitaoy  ^  oorruplion  of  Zoe)  omsented 
td  this  istrsage  and  scandalous  partition ;  and  the 
emperor  appeared  in  pdbKe  becween  his  wife  and 
iiisconcttbine^  Hesurvi^ed  theiti  both;  buttiieUst 
tneasul-es  of  Oonatantine  to  change  the  ordei*  of 
sucieesrioi^  wiste  prevented  by  the  more  vigilant 
friefeds  of  Tbeodofa ;  and  after  his  dcM^ease,  she  Theodora, 
reiilm€d»  with  the  general  consent,  the  possession  f^J^; 
of  her  inheritance.    In  her  nanie«  and  by  the  in-  ^^*  ^ 
fluenoi  of  fbitf  eunuchs,  the  e^iMem  world  was 
peaceaUy  g^^riMd  about  nlMtMn  moiitte ;  nnd 
as  th^  wished  to  prolong  ^or  dominito»  they 
persuaded  th^  ogtd  prtnoMs  to  ndttthiate  fbr  her 
sacaeaaop  JMBehaiftl  VI.    Hm  snrname  of  ^^-'^^^^^ 
iktiau^  dedtres  his  mSitaiy  profession ;  but  the  tioUciuT 
cmty  and  deci^pit  veteran  could  only  see  with  the  f^^^; 
eyeb,  and  etuwute  with  the  kanda)  of  his  aniniatefs.  ^ugJst  it 
Whilst  he  aaoended  the  throne^  Theodwa  sunit  hi*-' 
to  the  grav« ;  tiie  lust  of  l^e  Mac^ddnian  br  &fekM:^* 
UttttdynMy^  I  have  haatfly  reviewed;  and  gttt<fly 
d!a«i]i»,  thte  kha»ieful  and  destartidtive  period  of 
tW«Qty««ight  yeajTBi  in  which  th<eGre^Sj<tegraded' 
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CHAP.  heUm  the  cobisuhi  level  of  seiritade,  w^re  tnrns^ 
xLvni.  f^gffed  like  a  herd  df  csaitle  by  tbe.chdioe  or  ca- 

price  of  two  iropoteot  females. 
Isaac  I,  From  this  nkrht  of  slavery,  a  ray  of  freedom^ 

11U8,  A.  D.  or  at  least  of  spint,  begins  to  emerge:  tbe  Gredcs 
AiMmstsi.  ^^^^^  preserved  or  revived  the  use*  of  surnames^ 
which  perpetuate  the  fame  of  hereditary  .virtue ; 
and  we  now  discern  the  rise,  sucoession,  and  aU 
l!ancet>f  the  last  dynasties  of  Goestantinople  and 
Trebi2pnd.    The  Coinn^,,  who  upheld' ^r  a 
while  the  fate  pf  ti^e  tioking  empire^  asaamed 
the  hpnour  of.  a  i  Roman  origin :  bat  the  fittnily 
hud  beea  long  sioee  transported  from  Italy  to 
Asia.     Their  patmmoaiai  estate  was  situate  in 
the  district  pf  Castamona  in  the  neighbourhood 
oi  the  Euxine ;  and  one  of  their  chiefs,  who  had 
already  entered  the  patbs  of  ambition^  revisked 
with  affection,  perhaps  with  r^^gret,  the  modee^ 
tboiigh  honourable  dwelliia^  of  his  fathers.   The 
first  of  tb^ir  Unci  yvo^  tlie*  illustrious  Manuel, 
wlip»  in  tbereigQ  of  tJie  second  Baaili  <^lrifeut- 
ed  by  war.  aud  tffpl^y  tp  ap|)eMe  tjie  troubles  of 
the  East.:  he  lefj;^,  hi  a  tender  sige*  two  sons, 
Isaac. and  JFobnt  whom,  .^ith  the  coa^ckHisness 
of  desQrt,  bev  bequ^hed.to  the  gpratitade  and 
.  i'avpur  of  bjis  lioi^eiieign. .  Th^.  noWe  ySaitbs  were 
car^iUlly  tmia0d^ft,t))e  le^u  aiag  of  theiUMi^tery, 
the  ai!ts^  pf  tbV  p^temi  ^t^  the  «S!jLei!ctse^  of  the 
c^ip.f  apd  imti\  the  dainestjeheejr.^ice  of  tine 
gHaWis*  th^y  i9>ei^;r4pidly  promoted  t<>^the<:om- 
juand  ot  prcfviq^ces^  and  armies-    Their  fraternal 
uniondoubled  the  force  and  reputation  of  the 
ComneBi,andtheirancie0t  nobi^ty  w^  iliustrated^ 
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bythe marriageofthe  two brotheris(;with acaptive  chap. 
princess  of  Bulgaria,  and  the  dangfater  of  a  patri-  -^^^T?!!^ 
cian,  wbo  had  obtained  the  name  of  Charon  from 
the  number  of  enemies  whom  he  had  sent  to  the 
infernal  shades.  The  soldiers  had  served  with  re^ 
luctant  loyalty  a  series  of  effeminate  masters ;  the 
elevation  of  Michael  VI  was  b  personal  insult 
to  the  more  deserving  generals ;  and  their  discon* 
tentwas  infiamed  by  the  parsimony  of  the  emperor 
and  the  msolence  of  the  eunudis.  They  secretlj 
assetaUed  in  the  sanctuary  of.  St.  Sophia,  and  the 
votes  of  the  miMtary  synod  would  have  been  una^ 
nimous  in  favour  of  the  old  and  valiant  Cataca* 
Ion,  if  the  patriotism  or  modesty  of  the  veteran 
had  not  suggested  the  importance  of  birth  as  wcU 
as  merit  in  the  choice  of  a  soverei^.  Isaac  Com- 
nenus  was  approved  by  general  consent,  and  the 
associates  separated  without  deiaj  to  meet  in  the 
plains  of  Pbrygia  at  the  he«l  erf!  tlteur  respectivd 
squadrons  and  detachments.  Thecauseof  Michael 
was  defended  in  amngle  battle  bythe  mercenaries 
of  the  imperial  gtei^,  who  were  ^iens  to  the 
public  interest,  and  atmnated  only  Jby  a  principle' 
of  honour  and  gratitude.  After  th^  defeat^  the 
fears  of  the  emf^eror  solicited  a  treaty,  which  wai$ 
almost  accq>ted  by  the  moderatiofa  of  the  Com* 
nemal.  B«ft  the  former  was  betrayed  by  his  am- 
bassadors, and  the  latter  was  fs^vented  by  his 
friends.  The  solitary  Michael  submitted  to  the 
^oice  of  the  people;  the  patriardi  annulled  their 
oath  of  allegiance;  and  as  he  shaved  the  head  of 
the  royal  monk,  congratulated  his  beneficial  esi^ 
ehange  of  temporal  royalty  for  the  kingdom  of 
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CH  KT.  hesven :  all  exchange,  however,  vrhkh  ibe  prMsfc, 
xLvin.  ^^  j^  ^^^^  accdmit,  would  probably  have  declined*. 
By  the  hands  of  the  same  patriarch  Isaac  Com- 
nanus  waa  solemnly  crowned:  the  sword  which 
he  inscribed  om  his  coins,  might  be  an  offensive 
symbol,  if  it  intiplied  hn  title  by  conquest;  but  this 
sword  would  have  been  drawn  agatAst  the  foreign 
and  domestic  enemies  of  the  state.  The  dedine 
of  his  health  and  vigour  suqiended  the  operation 
of  active  virtue ;  and  the  prospect  of  approadiing 
death  determined  him  to  interpose  smne  moments 
between  life  and  eternity.  But  instead  of  leaving 
theempireas  the  marriage-porttonof  htsdaughto*, 
his  reason  and  inclination  concurred  in  the  prefer- 
ence of  his  brother  John,  a  soldier,  a  patriot,  And 
the  &ther  of  five  sons,  the  fiiture  pillars  of  an  here^ 
ditlu7succession.Hisfirstmodeftreluct«icemig^ 
be  the  naturaldictatesof  discretion  andtendwneas, 
but  bisobttiimteandsuocessful  perseverance^ow- 
ever  it  may  claatle  with  the  shew  of  virtue,  muat 
be  ceosured  as  a  criminal  desotion  of  his  duty, 
and  a  rare  offienee  against  his  family  and  country. 
l%e  purple  wfakh  he  had  nsfustd  waa  aoeqited  fay 
Constantine  ]>ucM,  a  friend  of  theComnenian 
house,  andwhose  noUe  birth  waa  adomedwith  the 
experience  and  reputation  of  ctvtil  pofiey*  In  the 
monastic  hidut,  Isaac  recovered  his  hiealtl^  aad 
survived  two  years  his  voluntary  abdication.  -  At 
the  command  of  bis  abbot,  he  observed  the  rule 
of  St.  Baril,and  executed  the  moat  servile  offieesof 
the  convent :  but  his  latent  vanity  was  geattted 
by  the  frequent  and  respectful  visits  of  the  reign- 
ing monanch,  who  rpvered  in  his  person  th^  cfaa« 
racter  of  a  benefactor  and  a  saint. 
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V  Censtantine  XI  were  indeed  the  subject  chap. 
most  wcMthy  of  «miMre»  we  must  pity  the  de-  ^^^J; 
basemeiit  of  the  age  and  nattoo  in  which  he  was  conttan. 
ebos».   In  tihe  lidbour  of  puerile  dedamations  he  n^ca^/' 
sought,  without  obtaining,  the  dk'own  of  elo'A.a' 
quence;  more  precious,  in  his  opiuon,  than,  that  Dec  ss* 
erf*  Rome ;  and,  ih  the  subordinate  functions  of  a 
judge,  he  forget  the  duties  of  a  scnrereign  and  a  '- 
wonriof.  FarfhMnimttirtiiigtiie  patriotic  indiffer* 
eaqe  of  the  authors  of  his  greatness,  Ducas  was 
aiedoas  only  to  seeure,  at  the  expeaioe  of  the  ro^ 
public,  the  power  and  prosperity  of  his  chBdrena 
His  thm«  sons,  Mtohael  Yli,  AndFooicua  I,  and 
CoB&tantitte  Xtl,  were  fasrested,  in  a  tender  age^ 
with'tiie  e^al  tide  of  Augustus;  and  ^ke  sw> 
emiott  was  ^eeiftfy  opened  by  their  (kt^etts 
deftttu  Hia  wiikny,  Sadocte,  vhtt  intrusted  ^Hdi  ^u^i«. 
Ae  administtatioff^  but  experieMii  hatf  taught  milu^. 
the  jeateusif  of  the  #ing  monarch  to  pMtpet  hii 
sent  ti%m  ^the  daio^r  of  |wr  second  m^iUafaK 
aad  her  solemn  engagement,  attested  by  th« 
pmciipal  s«aatbr»,  was  deposited  in  the  hands  uf 
the  petrittiE^    Before  the  end  of  seven  months; 
tke  wants  €f  Eudoda,  or  those  of  the  stste,  calN 
«4  sttnid  ibr  th^  male  virtues  o£  a  soldier :  and 
her  heart  had  alrea^  chosen  Romanw  Dioge* 
net,  who«R  1^  ndsed  from  the  scaffold  to  the    * 
throne.    The  dSscovery  of  a  teeaeonaUe  attempt 
had  exposed  him  to  the  sererky  of  the  laws : 
hisbeeuty  andraiour  absohred  him  in  the  eyes  of 
the  empress;  and  Ronianus,  from  a  mild  exiles 
was  recalled  on  the  second  day  to  the  command 
<'fUie  oriental  armies.   Her  royal  chpice  was  yet 
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CHAP.   uiiknoAVH >o  thcf  pubKc^  and  the  proauafe  wflich 
.!!i!]l^!l  wouW  have  hekmyed  her  falsehood  and  levity,  was 
stolen  by  adextcfroos  emissary  fron  the  amhitioBof 
the  patriarch.  XifdiUin^t  first  ail^edthesatictity 
'  of  <>a)hs  and  the  sacred  nMufe  of  a  trust ,;^:I||it  a 
whisper  that  his  jM*other  was  the  future  emperor, 
rdlaioed  his  a(initdes»  and  forced  him  to  ceufess 
ni^S"*'  thfefc  the  public  safety  was  the  supreme  law.    He 
genes,       resigned  the  important  piq[ier :  and  when  his  hopes 
106^1       ^'^^^^  confounded  by  the  notninaiion  of  Komaa«s» 
August.     ii0  cotold  no  ioi^pef  regain  his  security,  retract  his 
decIiuutionK  nor  oppose  the  second  nuptials  of 
the  impress. .  Yet  a: murmur  was.heiu*d  in  the 
palace;  and  the  bhrbariaii  guajpd^  had  rabed  their 
hattleHSKte  im  the  Muae  of  the  bOu$e  <rfl>uea$,  4(iU 
the  young^pnicesweresoothedhy  the  tears  9f<heif 
'     ifi6th«ra&dtheaokmnas«tt$Animofth«^ideU^ 
'  A  Meirgutedian,  who  fiUed.^^Ymp^^l^tian  with 
dig;nity  and  honour*    Hereafter  I  shi^  pdate  his 
valiant  but  uosuccessiful  efforts,  to  jrdsist  the  pro- 
gt9S9  of  the  Tuifcs.  His  defeat  and  icap^rity  in- 
flicfed  a  dfeadly  wound  on  the*  Byzantine  mo- 
narchy of  tbeEast;  and  after  he^asjek^as^  from 
the  chains  of  the  sultan,  he  vainly  sought  his  wife 
and  his  stdijects.  *  His  wife  had  b<^en  thrust'  into 
a  monastery,  and  tiie  subjects  of.  Romanus  had 
embraced  the  rigid  maxim  of  the  civil  law»  that  a 
prisoner  in  the  hknds  of  the  enemy  is  deprived,  d.s 
by  the  stroke  of  death,  of  all  the  public  and  pri- 
VI!,  Para-  vate  r%hts  of  a  citizen.  In  the  general  constema- 
And^i.    tion,theCsesac Johnasserted  the  indefeasibleright 
COS  I,  Con-  of  his  three  nephews :  Constantinqple  listened  to 
x'l  *     his  voice ;  and  the  Turkish  captive  was  proplainv 
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ed  in  the  capUai^  and  received  on  the  frontier,  tas  cii  ap< 
aB  enemy  of  'tke  Te|uiblic*  Romanus  was  not  ^^J^' 
more  fortunate  in  domestic  than  in  foreign  war  I  a.  a 
the  loss  of  two  battks  compeUed  Mm  to  yield,  on  iu^Jst. 
the  iassurance  of/iair  and  honimf  able  treattneni ; 
but  his  enemies  were  devoid  offaitb  or  Jnimamty ; 
and,  after  the  cruel extHictioh  of- his. isight»  .his 
wounds  webe  ieft .  to  bleed,  and  corrupt,  till  in  a 
few  days  he  ^rasi'ldicRreid  from  a  state.of  miseigr^ 
Under  the  tiifdd  rdgh  of  the  houte  of  I>Qcai(,.tlie 
two  younger  bratherswete  rlbduced  to  th6  vatn 
hoBOttis  of  the  piiirple ;  but  the  eldest,  the  pilsi^ 
ianknoas  Midia^ivaslineaphble'itfisu^taining  the 
Roman  ^a^l!re;/find  hi8H\smttax^o£farapif$aces 
denotes  the  jfep^nacb  ^hich  heihtf ed  with  an  ava- 
ricioua£a\cour]ftp,nBrlid«enhaQG0d  thef  price,  and4t- 
mmished  theinedsulre^,of  wfafiat*  In  the  schbQl  of 
Pselltts,  and  after  the  iexani|ilerof  his  mother,  the 
son  of  Euddcia  madfiisome.prdflci^nigr  in.  piiiloso- 
phy  and>rfaetoric ;  I^  his  diaracter  was  degrad- 
ed, ratber.tbaa  ennobled,  by  tbeTiilues'of  a;nionk 
and  the  learning  of  a  sophist.  Strong  in  the'  con- 
tempt of  their  sovereign  and  their  own  esteem, 
two  generals  at  the  head  of  the  European  and 
Asiatic  legions  assumed  tiie  purple  at  Adrianople  * 
and  Nice..  Thieirretidt  was  in  the  same  month ; 
they  bore  the  sakne  name  of  Nicq>horus ;  but  the 
two  candidates  were  distinguished  by  the  sur- 
names of  Bryennius  and  Botaniates ;  the  former 
in  the  maturity  of  wisdom  and  courage,  the  lat- 
ter conspicuous  only  by  the  memory  of  his  past 
exploits.  While  Botaoiates  advanced  with  cau- 
tious and  dilatory  steps,  his  active  competitor 
stood  in  arms  before  th6  gates  o^  Conatantinq^. 
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CHAP.  TitejiaiiieofBr]reiiiuttswa8jUiis|riou&;  liii  cause 
J!^^!^^  was  fiqiubr ;  but  h\&  licentious  troops  could  not 
be  restrained  firom  huraiiig  and  pillaging  a 
fluburb-;  and  tbe  people,  ^^iio.  jroidd  bare  ba^ed 
tbe  rebel,  n^ted  and  irepalaed  the  IneeBdiary 
of  ids  oouiitrj.  This  cfaan^  of  Abe  pHd>lic  opir 
»ion  /vrqsfaTOurable  to  Botaniatei,  whoat  Icnigth, 
with  an  iu^my  of  Turks,  approached  the  shores 
cf  Chaleedon.  A  f ornaal  iiiTitatioi^  in  the  name 
txf  t)ie  pairiarofa,  the  synod,  and  M^/aeaate,  was 
icureidated  lihroii^  the  stMets  6f  Coast|uitin- 
ople  I  and  the  general  assen^Ujfv  in  the  done  ^ 
:^  $d]^iia,  debated,,  adth  ^order  and  ealimiesa^ 
<mi  the  choice  xxf  then:  sovere^n.  Tlie.giMrds  of 
'Mkbael  wooU  .haire  dispAaed  jtius.  junaonied 
'  -soiikitude;  but  tbe.ifeeble  aiofieror,  applaud- 
ing ids  ^oam  modccaiion  andjeleaienc}r,jceaignad 
)liMe  coigns  of  ^rojnaite^,  >a(ad  tvas>  tremurded  .witii 
the  molias^  habit,  iand  the  title  lofarddd^kop 
•of Spberas.  Hekft a.son, la^Coatftahtfaie,  bcorn 
and  leducated  in  the  purple ;  and  a.daugbtor 
of  the  house  of  3DucasIiUu$trat^  jtfae  Uood,  and 
confirmed  the  micoessiosiu  of  the  Gonmieaian  dy- 
nnst^r* 
Nicepii^ros  jofcn  Comnoqiis,  the  brother,  of  ibe  eoapecor 
Bbuniatts.  Isaac,  survived  iiipeace  and  dignity  his.generous 
MJ?ch25?'  i^efusol  of  UiesQeptre..£y  UswilejAaDe^^aiir()m 

of  masculine  spirit  >^  policy,.he  left  eight  cbild- 
:rea:  itbe  tbfee  daugbkers  multiplied  the  tConine- 
•nian  alliaaces  with^thenablest of  the  Gcedis,: .  of 
'th^  five  sonit  Manuel  was  stqpped  by  aipfesuttitre 
death ;  Isaac  and  Alexius  restored  .the  kaperbU 
i.jp'eatness'of  their  house,  ^hich  wasenjojred  with- 
j^  toil  or  dang^^by  the  two  yottnger;bcethDem 
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Adridil  and  Nieephonis.   Alexius,  the  third  and    chap. 
Biost  illustrious  of  the  brothers;  was  endowed  by  ,^I:'JJ"l 
nature  with  the  choicest  gifts  both  of  mind  and 
body:  they  were  ctiltivated  by  a  liberal  education^ 
and  exercised  in  the  school  of  obedience  and  ad^ 
versityi  The  youth  was  dismissed  from  the  perils 
of  the  Turkish  war,  by  the  paternal  care  of  the  em-» 
peror  Romanus;  but  the  mother  of  the  Comneni^ 
with  ber  aspiring  race,  wa$  accused  of  treason,  and 
banished,  by  the  sons  of  Dueas,  to  an  island  in  the 
Pi'dpontis.    The  two  brothers  soon  emerged  into* 
favour  and  action,  fought  by  each  other's  side  a- 
gamst  th^  rebels  and  barbariitns,  and  adhered  to* 
the  emperor  Michael,  till  he  was  deserted  by  the 
world  and  by  himself.   In  his  first  interriew  with 
Botaniates,  "  Prince,"  said  Alexius,  with  a  faoble 
frankness,  **  my  duty  rendered  me  your  enemy  5 
"  the  decrees  of  God  and  of  the  people  have  made 
"  me  your  subjfect.  Judge  of  my  future  loyalty,  by 
"  my  past  opposition*'*  The  successor  of  Michael 
entertained  him  with  esteem  and  confidence :  his 
valour  was  ertiployed  against  three  rebels,  who 
disturbed  the  peaceof  the  empire,  or  at  least  of  the 
emperor&r  Ursel,  Bryenniusj  and  Basilacius,were 
formidable  by  their  numerous  forces  and  military 
fame :  they  were  successively  vanquished  in  the 
field,  and  led  in  chains  to  the  foot  of  the  throne;  and 
whatever  treatment  they  might  receive  from  a  ti- 
mid and  cruel  court,  they  applauded  the  clemency, 
as  well  as  the  courage,  of  their  conqueror.  But  the 
loyalty  of  the  Comneni  was  soon  tainted  by  fear 
and  suspicioh ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  settle  between  a 
subject  and  a  despot,  the  debt  of  gratitude,  which 
VOL*  ix/  (5 
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CHAP,   the  former  is  tempted  to  claim  by  a  revolt^  nod  tht 
^!^H1L  laitter  to  discharge  by  an  executioner.  The  refusal 
of  Alexius  to  march  againstafourth  rebehthe  hus- 
band of  his  sister,  destroyed  the  merit  or  memory  or 
his  past  services :  the  favourites  of  Botaniates  pro- 
voked the  ambition  which  they  apprehended  and 
accused;  and  the  retreat  of  the  two  brothers  might 
be  justified  hj  the  defence  of  their  life  or  liberty. 
The  v/omcn  of  the  family  were  deposited  in  a  sanc- 
tuary»  respected  by  tyrants :  the  men,  mounted  on 
horseback,  sallied  from  the  city«  and  erected  the 
standard  of  civil  war.  The  soldiers,  who  had  been 
gradually  assembled  in  the  capital  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood, were  devoted  to  tbecauseof  a  victorious 
and  injured  leader :  the  ties  of  a>it)mon  intdrest 
and  domestic  alliance  secured  the  attachment  of 
the  house  of  Ducas ;  and  the  generous  dispute  of 
the  Comneni  was  terminated  by  the  decisive  reso« 
lution  of  Isaac,  who  was  the  first  to  invest  his 
younger  brother  with  the  name  andensigns  of  roy- 
alty. TheyretumedtoConstantinople^tothreaten 
rather  than  besiege  that  impregnablefortress;  but 
the  fidelity  of  the  guards  was  corrupted ;  a  gate 
was  surprised ;  and  the  fleet  was  occupied  by  the 
active  courage  of  George  Pekeologus,  who  fought  j 
against  )>is  father,  without  foreseeing  that  be  la-  I 
bourcd  for  his  posterity.     Alexius  ascended  the  J 
throne;  and  his  aged  competitor  disappeared  in  a 
monastery.  An  army  of  various  nations,  was  grati-  J 
fied  with  the  pillage  of  the  city;  but  the  public 
disorders  were  expiated  by  the  tears  and  fests  of  ^ 
the  Comneni,  who  submitted  to  every  penance 
compatible  with  the  possession  of  the  empure. 


V  the  lafe  of  the  empei^ar  Alexius  has  been  de-  cha^- 
iihetded  by  &  ftrourile  daiightei-i  who  tras  insj)ired  ^^^l;, 
by  a  tettdei"  t^gkfd  fbl-  fais  person,  and  a  laudable  Alexius  i. 
zeal  to  |>erpettidte  Hi»  rirtttfes.    Conscious  of  the  ^Sriosi) 
ju^  su^jtleioh  of  hei*  feeders,  the  princes^  Anna-^P"ii- 
Cotahehare^atedijr  protests,  iiidt,  besides  her  per- 
sonal kidivlfed^,  She  hM  sfeatched  the  discourse 
andwriliri^of  th^  mo^trespectiMe veterans;  thai 
after  Hn  ifttei*val  6f  thirtj^  yeafrs,  foi-gbtteu  by,  and 
fdrgetftil  of,  thy  ^orld,  hel*  mournftil  solitude  waS 
inacrtsfeiblfe  to  hope  aAfd  fear ;  And  thfltt  truth,  the 
naked  pe*ft*ct  trtithj  was  more  dear  and  sacred 
than  th^m^thory  bt  he>  parent.   Yet,  instead  of 
the  simplicity  of  style  ahd  Urt^t^atlve  which  Wi6S  oui^ 
belief,  ail  elaiboMte  Afteletfttiort  of  rhetoric  sLhd 
^cieiiee  betriiys  hievery  pa^e  the  vanity  eff  at fetft^te 
authfc*.   ThegfeAnifcecha*»ctei*6f  A4e*iWi*Idfst 
in  a  vagtie  edUstfellatioh  6^ Virtues  j  afiid  the  petpe^ 
tual  straiii  of  ptsatt^gfiit  and  apology  a#akens  (fttt 
jealousy,  to  qiiesttotf  the  veracity  of  the  histotiari 
and  the  nierit  of  tfte  hero.  We  edftUot  hof^^ever  re-^ 
fuse  her  judicious  a*d  important  i-emafk,  that  th^ 
disorders  of  the  tlrfi6sJ  were  the  mirf(birtune=  arid  thd 
glory  of  Alexius  •,  aWd  that  ^vetf  calamity  ^hich  . 
can  afffict  a  decHnhhfg  enfpire  was  accumulated  ori 
his  reig^ri  by  the  jtistiee  c(f  heaveh  and  the  vices  of 
his  predecessors.  Jit  the  East,  the  victorious  Tui^ks 
had  spread,  fro^m  Persia  to  the  Hellespbut,  thcf 
reign  of  the  Koi-an  aftd  the  Crescent :  tire  West  wairf 
invatied  by  the  adventurous  valouf*  of  the  Nor- 
mans; arid,  ih  the  Uioments  of  peace,  thcf  TJkitvlbt 
poured  forth,  neW^\^a<-msy  vrho'  had  gaiweidf,  in  the 
science  of  war,  whaft  they  had  lost  in  theferociotfsf- 
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CHAP,  nessofmanx^rs.  The  sea  was  not  less  hostile  than 
XLviii.  tjjg  jjm^ .  mj^  while  the  frontiers  were  assaulted 
by  an  open  enemy,  the  palace  was  distracted  with 
secret  treason  and  conspiracy.    On  a  sudden,  the 
banner  of  the  cross  was  dUplayed  by  the  Latins  : 
Europe  was  precipitated  on  Asia;  and  Constantin- 
ople had  almost  been  swept  away  by  this  impe- 
tupus  deluge.  In  the  tempest  Alexius  steered  the 
imperial  vessel  with  dexterity  and  courage^    At 
the  head  of  his  armies,  he  was  bold  in  action,  skil* 
fui  in  stratagem,  patient  of  fatigue,  ready  to  im- 
prove his  advantages,  and  rising  from  his  defeats 
with  inexhaustible  vigour.   The  discipline  of  the 
camp  was  revived,  and  a  new  generation  of  men 
and  soldiers  was  created  by  the  example  and  the 
precepts  of  their  leaden    In  his  intercourse  with 
the  Latins,  Alexius  was  patient  and  artful :  his 
discerning  eye  pervaded  the  new  system  of  an  un- 
known world ;  and  I  shall  hereafter  describe  the 
superior  policy  with  which  he  balanced  the  inter- 
ests and  passions  of  the  champions  of  the  first  cru- 
sade.    In  a  long  reign  of  thirty-seven  years,  he 
subdued  and  pardoned  the  envy  of  his  equals :  the 
laws  of  public  and  private  order  were  restored : 
the  arts  of  wealth  and  Science  were  cultivated  : 
the  limits  of  the  empire  w^ere  enlarged  in  £urope 
and  Asia ;  and  the  Comnenian  sceptre  was  trans- 
mitted to  his  children  of  the  third  and  fourth  ge- 
neration. Yet  thedifficultiesof  the  times  betrayed 
some  defe<;ts  in  his  character ;  and  have  exposed 
tis  jcnemory  to  dome  just  or  ungenerous  reproach. 
The  reader  may  possibly  smile  at  the  lavish  praise 
w|iicfa  his  daughter  so  Often  bestows  on  a  flying 
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bero :  the  weakness  or  prudence  of  his  situation   (hap.  . 
might  be  mistaken  for  a  want  of  personal  courage;  ^^^^^"|; 
and  his  political  arts  are  branded  by  the  Latins 
with  the  names  of  deceit  and  dissimulation.   The 
increase  of  the  male  and  female  branches  of  his 
family  adorned  the  throne  and  secured  the  sue- 
cession ;  but  their  princely  luxury  and  pride  of- 
fended the  patricians,  exhausted  the  revenue, 
and  insulted  the  misery  of  the  people,     Anna  is 
a  faithful  witness  that  his  happiness  was  destroy-, 
ed,  and  his  health  was  broken,  by  the  cares  of  a 
public  life  r  the  patience  of  Constantinople  was 
fatigued  by  the  length  and  severity  of  his  reign ; 
and  before  Alexius  expired,  he  had  lost  the  love 
and  reverence  of  his  subjects.   The  clergy  conld 
not  forgive  his  application  of  the  sacred  nches 
to  the  defence  of  the  state ;  but  they  applauded 
his  theological  learning  and  ardent  zeal  for  the 
orthodox   faith,   which   he   defended   with  his 
tongue,  his  pen,  and  his  sword.     His  character 
was  degraded  by  the  superstition  of  the  Greeks ; 
and  the  same  inconsistent  principle  of  human 
nature  enjoined  the  emperor  to  found  an  hos^ 
pital  for  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  to  direct  the 
execution  of  an  heretic,  who  was  burnt  alive  in 
the  square  of  St.  Sophia.     Even  the  sincerity  of 
his  moral  and  religious  virtues  was  suspected  by 
the  persons  who  had  passed  their  lives  in  his  fa- 
miliar confidence.  In  his  last  hours,  when  he  was 
pressed  by  his  wife  Irene  to  alter  the  succession, 
he  raised  his  head,  and  breathed  a  pious  ejacula^ 
tion  on  the  vanity  of  this  world.   The  indignant 
reply  of  the  empress  may  be  inscribed  as  an  epii- 
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ip P4P.  taph  on  l)is  tcimb,  **  You  die,  as  you  |»ave  Iiv4f4'-f- 
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John,  or        It  was  the  viah  of  f  repe  tp  stipplOTt  thf  eldest 
jltnnes,  ^^  ^^^^  sufviving  SQH5,  |ij  fjavpnf  of  her  d^iigti^er, 
A.  D.  1118,  the  princess  Anna,  wjios^  phijosqpky  WoqM  «ot 
August    .  j^^^^  refifsed  the  veigHt  of  ts  diadem-  Qwt  ^he  or- 
der of  male  supcessipi^  wa3  ^sseptiert  hy  the  friends 
of  their  conntfy ;  \\ie  l^wfnl  h^lf  drew  the  rpya! 
signetfrom  th^  fingpr  of  hi?  jq$fin$il)l^Qr  coa^cipus 
father,  and  the  empirp  obeyed  the  jpf^stef  of  the 
pal^c^.    Anna  Ccminenf^  w^$  stimulated  by  am- 
bition an4  revenge  tq  co^^pire  against  the  life  of 
her  brother ;  and  yrhen  th?  design  was  prevented 
by  the  fear?  or  scruples  of  her  husband,  ^hQ  pf^s- 
sionately  exdaiped,  that  nature  had  mistaken 
the  two  sexes,  apd  h^d  endowed  Bryennius  with 
the  sonl  of  a  wom^n.    The  tWQ  sojis  of  Alexius, 
John  and  Isa^,  maintained  the  fraternal  copcard, 
the  hereditary  virtue  of  th^r  rape ;  ^txA  the  y owng- 
ipr  brother  was  content  with  the  title  of  /S^Ja^fo- 
cratoPf  which  approached  the  d<g^ity»  without 
sharing  the  power,  of  the  emperor..  In  the  same 
person,  the  claiips  of  priinogenitwre  and  merit 
Vferq  fortunately  united ;  his  swarthy  compleijion, 
harsh  features,  and  diminutive  stature,  had  $^g- 
jested  the  ironical  surname  of  Calo- Johannes,  or 
John  the  Handsome,  which  hig(  grateful  sul^jects 
rnpre  seriously  applied  to  the  beauties  of  hi^  mind. 
After  the  discovery  of  her  treason,  the  life  and 
fortune  of  Anna  were  justly  forfeited  to  the 
laws.  Her  life  was  spared  by  the  clemency  of  the 
emperor ;  but  he  visited  the  pomp  and  treasures 
of  her  palace,  and  bestowed  the  rich  conflscatiou 
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0D  the  must  desiring  of  htfl  ffiendl;.  That  re-  crap*. 
spectable  friend,  Axucb*  tt  slave  of  Turkish  ex-  ,^X"!: 
traction^  pteramed  to  decline  the  gift,  aiid  to  in- 
tercede for  thecriminal ;  hb  generous  master  ap- 
plauded and  imitated  the  viitve  of  hi$  fi^vourite, 
and  tfaexeproacb  or  eomplaiiit  of  an  iii|iired  bro- 
ther was  the  only  chaistisfement  of  the  guilty 
{Hincess.  After  this  ^cample  of  cLdmency,  the 
remaiBder  of  his  reign  was  never  disturb^  fay 
con^iraey  or  rebellion :  feared  by  hb  noblesi  be^ 
loved  by  his  people,  John  was  never  redaded  to 
the  painfhl  necessity  of  punishing,  or  of  even  par- 
doning, his  personal  enemies.  During  his  gcW^em- 
ment  of  twenty-five  years,  the  penalty  of  death 
was  abolbhed  in  tlie  Roman  empire,  a  law  of 
mercy  nic»t  delightfui  to  tiie  humane  theorist,  but 
of  whid)  the  practice,  in  a  large  and  vicious  com*^ 
munity,  is  seldom  consis«<»it  with  the  public 
safety.  Serere  to  himself,  indulgent  to  others, 
chaste,  frugal,  ntstemious,  the  pidlosopfaic  Mar- 
cus would  not  have  disdained  the  artless  virtues 
of  his  successor,  derived  from  his  heart,  and  not 
l)orrowed  from  the  schools.  He  desj^sed  and 
moderated  the  stately  magnificence  of  the  By- 
zantine court,  so  opptemre  to  the  people,  so  cx>n- 
temptible  to  the  eye  of  reason,.  Under  such  a 
prince,  innocence  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  merit 
had  every  thing  to  h^)e ;  mtd  without  assiAB^ 
ing  the  tyrannic  office  of  a  censor,  h0  inrfiroda^ 
ced  a  graduai  though  vbibte  relbrniaCion  in  the 
public  and  private  manners  ef  Constantinc^. 
Tlie  only  <leibct  of  this  aDCompKdbed  ehaiia<cter, 
was  the  firaSty  of  nolite  miod^  tfce  love  of  aduis 
and  military  glory.  Yet  the  frequent  expeditions 
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CHAP,   of  John  the  Handsome  may  be  justified^  at  least 
^"'^"'^  in  thdr  principle,  by  the  necessity  of  repelling 


the  Turks  from  the  Hdlespont  and  the  Bos- 
phorus.  The  sultan  of  Iconium  was  confined  to 
his  capital,  the  barbarians  wa-e  driven  to  the 
mountains,  and  the  maritime  provincesof  Asia  en- 
joyed the  trajasient  blessings  of  their  deliverance. 
From  Gonstantiaopl^  to  Antioeh  and  Alq^,  he 
repeatedly  marched  at  the  head  of  a  victmioug 
anny,  and  in. the  sieges  and,  battles  of  this  holy 
war,  his  Latin  allies  were  astonished  by  the  sui- 
perior  spirit  and  prowess  of  a  Greek..  As  he  be- 
gan to  indulge  the  ambitions,  hope  of  restoring 
the  ancient  limits  of  the  empire,  as  he  revcdved 
in  his  mind,  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris,'  the  do^ 
minion  of  Syria*  and  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem, 
the  thread. of  his^  life  and  of  the  public  felicity 
was  broken  by  a  singular  accident.  '  He  iiunted 
the  wild  boar  in  tb^  valley  of  Ana£2U*bus,*  and 
had  fixed  his  javelin  in  the  body  of  the  fiarious 
animal :  but,,  in  tfaa  struggle,  a  poisoned  arrow 
dropt  from:  his  quiver^  and  a  slight  wound  in  his 
band,  which  produced  a  mortification,  w^  fatal  to 
the  best  and  greatest  of  the  Comnenian  princes. 
M*n"«|»  .  A  premature  death  had  swept  away  the  two 
Aprils.  '  eldest  sons  of  John  the  Handsomer  of  the  two 
survivors,  I^aac  and  Manuel,  his  judgment  or  af- 
fection prefeired  the  younger;  and  the  choice  of 
their  dying  prince  was  ratified.by  the  soldiers  who 
had  applauded  the  valour  of  his  favourite  in  the 

Turkish  war.  The  faithful  A^udi  hastened  to  the 

t. 

qapital,  seciir,ed  the  person  of  Isaac  in  honourable 
confinement,  ^  purch^s^d  with  a  gift  of  two 
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hundred  pounds  of  silver,  the  leading  eoclesiastles    chap. 
of  St.  Sophia,  who  possessed  a  decisive  voice  in  ^^^'"' 
the  consecration  of  an  empercM*.   With  his  veter^^ 
an  and  affectionate  troops  Maimel  soon  visited 
Constantinojrfe ;  his  brother  acquiesced  tn  the 
title  of  Sebastocrator ;  his  sul^ects  admhred  the 
lofty  stature  and  martiid  graces  of  their  new 
sovenrign,  ^id  listened  with,  credulity  to  the 
flattering  j)roniise»  that  he  blended  the  wisdom 
of  age  with  the  activity  and  vigour  of  youth. 
By  the  ^cperience  of  his  govi^nment,  they  were 
taugiit,  that  he  emulated  the  .spirit,  and  shared 
the  talents,  of  his  father,  whose  social  virtues  were 
buried  in  the  grave.    A  reign  of  thirty-seven 
years  is  fiHed  by  a  perpetual  though  various  war- 
fare against,  the  Turks,  the  Chrktians,  and  the 
hords  of  the  wilderness  beyond  the  Danube.  The 
anQ3  of  Manuel  were  exercise^  em  laount  'rauvus; 
in  the  {Jains  of  Hungary^  on  the  coast  of  Italy 
and  Egypt,  and  on  the  seas  of  Sicily  and  Greece: 
the  ii^uence  .of  his  negotiations  extended  fronv 
Jerusalem  to  Rome  and  Russia  ^and  tfa^  Byzan-' 
tine  monarchy,  for  a  while,  hecame  an  object 
of  respect  or  terror  to  the  powers  of  Asia  and 
Europe.  Educated  in  the  siUc  fmd  pufpl^  of  the 
East,  Manuel  possessed  the  iran  temper  of  a 
soldi^,  which  cannot  easily  be  |>a;|PaUe}ed,  except^ 
in  the  lives  of  Richard  I  of  £&gland,  and  of 
Charles  XII  of  Sweden.   Such  was  his  strength 
and  exercise  in  ^ms,»  that  Rayfnond,  surnamed^ 
t.he  Hercules  of  Antioch,  was  incapable  of  wield* 
ing  the  lance  and  buckler  of  the  Greek  emperor. 
In  a  famous  tournameiit,  he  entered  the  lists 
(^  a  fiery  courser,  and  overturned  in  his  first 
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cKAP.   €9irew  two  of  tbe  stoutest  of  the  Itdian  kiiig;iits. 

XLViii.  Yhe  first  in  tbe  cbtrge,  the  tast  ia  the  retreat, 
bis  friends  and  his  eoemies  alike  trembled^  the 
Im-qi^  for  AiV  §ttfet J,  and  tbe  latter  for  their  own. 
After  posting  an  ambuscade  in  a  wood»  be  rode 
forwards  in  search  of  some  porilous  adventure, 
accompanied  only  by  his  l»rother  and  the  faith- 
ful Axucb^  who  refused  to  desort  their  sovereign. 
Eighteen  boitiefiien»  after  a  short  combat,  fled  be- 
fore them :  but  tbe  muitber»  of  the  enemy  in- 
crieased;  tbe  fisarch  of  tbe  rdnforcement  was 
lardy  9Ad  fearful,  and  Manuel,  without  recesvii^ 
a  wQim4  cut'  fata  way  tbroogfa  a  squadrw  of  .five 
hiuidred  Tta*ks.  In  a  battle  against  the  HJon- 
gariana,  impatient  cf  the  slowness  of  his  troops^ 
be  snatched  a  atendard  frcun  the  head  of  the  cor 
lunin,  and  was  tbei  first,  aknost  abuier  who  pass- 
ed a  bridge  tbat  separated  bin  irinn  tbe  enesny. 
In  the  saaae  oouittry ,  aft^  transporting  hi^  aitniy 
beyond  the  Save,  he  sent  back  the  boaUsi  wilh.  an 
order,  undev  paia  of  death,  te  their  eiminuMsder, 
that  he  sbenld  leave  him  tooonqoer  aw  die  on  tbat 
hostile  huid.  Id  the  siege  of  Corfa,  towing  afl^r 
hitt  a  captive  jgalley,  the  einpercur^  stood  idoA  on 
tbe  poop,  opposing  against  tbe  volleys  o^dartaand 
atones^  a  large  backler  and  a  ftowing  sail ;  nor 
cxmld  he  have  escs^d  Saevitabie  death,  had  not 
the  Sicilian  admiral  enjoined  his  archens  to  re- 
i^ect  tbe  person  of  an  herou  In  one  day,  he  is 
aaid  to  have  slain  above  forty  of  the  liaiiiayiMis 
with  his  own  hand ;  he  returnee^  to  the  comp, 
dragging  along  four  Turkish  prisoners,  whom  he 
had  tied  to  tlie  rings  of  his  saddle :  he  was  ever 
the  foremost  to  provoke  or  to  accept,  a  single 


cqinbat;  and  the  gignnlic  champ^ns,  who  em   eHAP. 
couaterfld  his  ftjrm,  were  transipierced  by  tho  ^^"'* 
lance,  or  cut  a&under  by  the  sword,  of  the  invin^ 
cible  Manuel,     ^he  stwy  of  hia  exploits,  which 
appear  a^  a  ]X|odel  or  a  copy  of  j^aie  rmnimces  of 
chivalry,  may  infitice  a  reasgnftble  suspicito  of 
the  veracity  pf  the  Greeks ;  I  will  not,  to  vindi-* 
c^te  their  credit,  cHdanger  xny  own  \  yet  I  may 
observe,  that  it^  the  long  series  of  their  annals, 
M^Quel  is  tl^e  only  prince  who  Iifis  been  the  sul>* 
ject  of  similar  esaggeratiqn.   With  the  valour  of 
a  soldier,  he  did  not  unite  th^  skill  or  prudeace 
of  $  geii^i^;:  his  victories  were  oot  productive  of 
any  perman^n^  m'-Vi^eful  oonqi^est ;  and  his  Turk- 
ish lai^re^s  wei(f^  blasted  ia-^hi§la«t  unfortunate 
^WP*ig»>  H*  w^i(5h.he  lost  his  arinf  in  themeun- 
Uins  of  Pisfdia^  anf)  owed  his  deliverance  to  the 
generosity  of  th*  $u}tan.    Bnt  the  nicwt  singular 
feature  in  the  char^ter  of  Maauel,  is  the  cfm- 
trast  1^  vicis^Uude  of  labour  and  ^oth,  of  hardi^, 
ne$s  and  effemia^y.   In  war  he  seetl^ed  ignorant 
of  peace,  in  pface  he  appeareil  in<!ap^Ie  of  war- 
In  the  field  he  slept  i^  the  sun  or  in  the  snow,  tired 
in  the  longest  marches  the  strength  of  his  men 
and  horses,  and  shared  with  a  smile  the  abstinence 
or  diet  of  the  catnp.   No  sooner  tlid  he  mtum  to 
Constantinople,  than  he  resigned  himself  to  the 
arts  and  pleasures  of  a  life  of  luxury :  the  expence 
of  his  dress,  his  tabks  and  his  pala^,  surpassed 
the  nieasure  of  his  predecessors,  and  whole  sum- 
mer-days wCTe  idly  wasted  in:  the  delicious  isles 
of  tfif  Propontis,  in  the  incestuous  love  of  his 
niece  Theodora.     The  double  cost  of  a  warlike 
and  dissolute  prince,  exhausted  the  revenue. 
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CHAP,   and  multiplied  the  taxes ;  and  Manuel,  in  the  dis^ 
^LViiL  tress  of  his  last  Turkish  camp,  endured  a  bitter  re- 
proach  from  the  mouth  of  a  desperate  soldier.  As 
he  quenched  his  thirst,  he  complained  that  the 
water  of  a  fountain  was  mingled  with  Christian 
hlood.  **  It  is  not  the  first  time,"  excliaimed  a  voice 
froni  the  crowd,  "  that  you  have  drank,  O  em- 
^»  pcror  I  the  Wood  of  your  Christian  subjects.'* 
Manuel  Coninenus  was  twice  married,  to  the  vir- 
tuous Bertha  or  Irene  of  Germany,*  and  to  the 
beauteous  Mairia,  a  French  or  Latin  princess  of 
Antioch.   The  only  daughter  of  his  first  wife  was 
destined  for  Bela  an  Hungarian  prince,  who  was 
educated  at  Constantinople  under  the,  name  of 
Alexius ;  aifid  the  consummation  of  their  nuptials 
might  have  transferred  the  Roman  sceptre  to  a 
race  of  free  and  warlike  barbarians.   But,  as  soon 
as  Maria  of  Antioch  had  given  a  son  and  heir  to 
the  empire,  the  presumptive  rights  of  Bela  were 
abolished,  4nd'  he  was  deprived  of  his  promised 
bride;  but  the  Hungarian  prince  resumed  his 
name  and  the  kingdom  of  his  fathers,  and  dis- 
played such  virtues  as  might  excite  the  regret 
and  envy  of  the  Greeks.   The  son  of  Maria  was 
named  Alexius ;  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  he 
ascended  the  Byzantine  throne,  after  his  father's 
decease  had  closed  the  glories  of  the  Comnenian 
Jine. 
Alexius  11,      The  fraternal  concord  of  the  two  sons  of  the 
Sept'  24.  '  great  Alexius,  had  been  sometimes  clouded  by.  an 
^dBm^   opposition  of  interest  and  passion.   By  ambition, 
adven.       Isaac  the  Sebastocf ator  was  excited  to  flight  and 
AiSoDi-    rebellion,  from  whence  he  was  reclaimed  by  the 
^^         firmness  and  clemency  of  John  the  Handsome 
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^fhe  etrors  of  Is^^c,  the  father  of  the  empeirors  of  chap. 
Trtbizond,  were  short  and  venial;  but  John,  the  ^^viIk 
elder  of  his  sons,  renounced  for  ev6r  his  religion* 
Proydied  by  a  real  or  imaginary  insult  of  Iiis 
unqle,  he  escaped  from  the  Roman  to  the  Turk-" 
ish  camp :  his  apostacy  was  rewarded  with  the 
sultan's  daughter,  the  title  of  Chelebi,  or  noble^ 
and  the  inheritance  of  a  princely  estate ;  and  in 
the  fifteenth  century  Mahomet  II  boasted  of  hb 
imperial  descent  from  the  Comnenian  family* 
Androiiicus,  the  younger  brother  of  John,  son  of 
Isaac,  and  grandson  Of  Alexius  Comnenus,  is  one 
of  the  most  conspicuous  characters  of  the  age : 
and  his  genqme  adventures  might  form  the  sub^ 
ject  of  a  very  singular  romance.  To  justify  the 
choice  of  three  ladies  of  royal  birth,  it  is  incum* 
bent  on  me  to  observe^  that  their  fortunate  lover  . 
was  cast  in  the  best  proportions  of  strength  and 
beauty ;  and  that  .the  want  of  the  softer  graces 
was  supplied  by  a  manly  countenance,  a  lofty 
stature,  athletic  muscles*  and  the  air  and  deport^ 
ment  of  a  soldier.  The  preservation^  id  his  old 
age,  of  health  and  vigour^  was  the  re  ward,  of 
temperance  and  exercise.  A  piece  of  bread  and 
a  draught  of  water  were  often  his  sole  and  even- 
^g  repiast ;  and  if  he.  tasted  of  a  wild  boar,  or  a 
stag,  which  he  had  roasted  with  Iiis  own  hands, 
it  was  the  well-earned  fruit  of  a  laborious  chacev 
Dexterous  in  arms,  he  was  ignorant  of  fear :  his 
persuasive  eloquence  could  bend  to  every  sijfeua- 
tion  and  character  of  life  :  his  style,  though  .^ptf 
bis  practice,  was  fashioned  by  the  example  of  3t. 
Paul ;  and,  in  every  deed  of  ipischieti  he  had  a 
beart  to  revive,  a  head  to  contrive,  aijd  a  hand 
to  execute.     In  his  youth,  after  the  death  of  the 
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CHAP,  emperor  John,  lie  followed  the  ttJtreat  of  the  Ho- 
^^v"*-  man  army;  but,  in  tlie  nmrch  through  Asia  Ml- 
nor»  design  or  accident  tempted  him  to  wsinder 
in  the  mountains ;  the  htiiiter  tvds  encompassed 
by  the  Turkish  huntsmen,  aikl  he  remained  dome 
time  a  reluctant  or  wiWiitg  eafltive  in  the  poKver 
o(  the  sultan.  His  rirtuei^  and  vices  recomdieftid- 
ed  him  to  the  favour  of  his  ccntdin  i  he  shared 
the  perils  and  tlie  pleasures  Of  Manuel;  and  ifhik 
the  emperor  lived  in  public  incest  with  his  Mece 
Tlieodora;  the  affections  of  her  sister  Eiidocia 
were  seduced  and  enjoyed  by  AiMronicus.  A* 
bo  ve  the  decencies  uf  her  sex  and  rank,  she  gloried 
in  the  name  of  his  concubine ;  ai^  both  the  pa- 
lace and  the  camp  cotild  witness  thU  she^  slept  or 
watched  in  the  arms  of  her  lover-  She  aceom-' 
panied  him  to  his  military  dommaiid  of  Cilieia^ 
the  first  scene  of  his  Valour  and  imprudence.  He 
press^,  with  active  ardbar,  the  siege  o^f  Mop- 
siiestia:  the  day  was  employed  in  the  boldest  at- 
tacks; but  the  nightwas  wasted  in  songaiid  dance; 
and  a  band  of  Greek  comedians  formed  the 
choicest  part  of  bis  retinue.  Andronictis  was  sur- 
prised by  the  sally  of  a  vigilant  foe :  hot,  while 
his  troops  fled  in  disorder,  his  iiivincible  lancef 
transpieroed  the  thickest  ranlcs  of  tlie  Arftieni- 
ans.  On  his  return  to  the  imperial  camp  in 
Macedoniaf,  he  was  received  bj^  Maimel  wkhpob- 
lie  smiles  and  a  private  reproof;  but  the  dutehies 
of  Naissus,  Braniseba,  and  Castoria,  were  the  re- 
ward or  consolation  of  the  unsuecessf»l  geiieral. 
Eudocia  still  attended  his  motions:  at  midnight, 
their  tent  w^as  suddenly  attacked  by  her  angry 
brothefTs^iteftpatient  to  expate  her  infhm;^  in  his 
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blood:  his  daring  spirit  refused  lier  advice>  and  the  chap. 
disguise  of  a  female  habit ;  and  boldly  startmg  ^^^^^J. 
from  bis  couch»  hedrew  his  swoixUand  cut  his  way 
through  ttie  numerous  assassins.  It  was  here 
that  he  first  betrayed  his  ingratitude  and  trea- 
chery: he  engaged  in  a  treasonable  corres[M>ndence 
with  the  king  of  .Hungary  and  the  German  em- 
peror;  approached  the  royal  tent  at  a  suspicious 
hour,  with  a  drawn  sword>  and,  under  the  mask 
of  a  Latin  soldier,  avowed  an  intention  of  revenge 
against  a  mortal  fpe;  and  imprudently  praised  tile 
fleetness  of  his  horse,  as  an  instrument  of  flight 
and  safety.  The  monarch  dissembled  his  suspi- 
cions; but,  after  the  close  of  the  campaign,  An- 
dronicus  was  arrested,  and  strictly  confined  in  a 
tower  of  the  palace  of  Constantinople. 

In  this  prison  he  was  left  above  twelve  years; 
a  most  painful  restraint,  from  which  the  thirst  of 
action  and  pleasure  perpetually  urged  ham  to 
escapCi  Alode  and  pensive,  be  perceived  some 
broken  bricks  in  a  corner  of  the  chamber,  and 
gradually  widened  the  passage,  till  he  had  ck* 
l^ored  a  dark  aod  forgotten  recess^  Into  this 
hole  be  conveyed  himself,  and  thtt  reoMuns  of  his 
provisions^  replacing  the  bricks  in  their  fohner 
position,  and  erasing  with  care  the  footsteps  of 
his  retreat.  At  |he  bour  of  the  customary  visit, 
his  guards  were  amazed  with  tiie  silence  and  so* 
litttde  of  the  prison,  and  reported,  with  shame 
and  feiu*^  his  incomprehensible  flight*  The  getter 
of  the  palace  and  city  were  instantly  shut :  the 
strictest  orders  were  despatched  into  the  provin* 
ces,  for  the  recovery  of  their  fugitive ;,  and  his 
wife,  on  the  susjiidon  of  a  pious  act,  ws^  hastily 
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CHAP,  imprisoned  in  the  same  tower.  At  the  dead  of 
i^^!Il  night,  she  beheld  a  spectre :  she  reco^ised  her 
husbaild:  they  shared  their  proirisipns;.  and  a  son 
was  the  fruit  of  these  stolen  iiiterviQwsi;^*  which 
alleviated  the  tediousness  of  tlieir  ci^finesnent. 
In  the  custody  of  a  woman,,  the  vigilance^  the 
keepers  was  insensibly  relaxed ;  and  tb^«  captive 
had  accomplished  his  real  escape»«  whe^  be  was 
discovered,  brought  back  to  Constantinople,  and 
loaded  with  a  double  chainv  At  length  he  fonad 
the  moment,  and  the  means^-of  hid  deliverance. 
A  lK)y,  his  domestic  servant,  intoxicated  the 
guards,  and  obtained  in  wax  the  impression  of 
the  keys*  By  the  diligence  of  his$  friends,  a  si- 
milar key,  with  a  bundle  of  ropes,  was  introdu- 
ced into  tlie  prison,  in  the  Jx>ttomof  a  hogshead. 
Andronicus  employed,  with  industry  ai|d  courage, 
the  inatruments  o(  his  safety,  unlocked  tlie'4oors» 
descended  from  the  tower,  concealed  hinfisfelf  all 
day  among  the  bushes,  and  scaled  in  the-  liight 
the  gardin^wall  of  the  pAx&^  A  bottt  was 
stationed  for  his  reoeptiont  he  Tisited  his  own 
hott^e,  embraced  his  ohiIdrw>  cast  awarf^  Im 
chain,  moiinted  a  fleet  horse,  tod  directed  his 
rapid  course  towards  the  bankS'^^e  EiaAube. 
At  Anchialus  in  Thrace,  an^  mtri^id /friend  sup- 
plied him  with  horses  and  moneys  be  paseedthe 
river,  traversed  wi^speed  tbe'^descrt  of^Molda- 
via  and  theCarpatbiati  hills, and hadalinoMrraafeb- 
ed  the  tdwn  of  Halio£,  in  the  Poli^  RtiSGattpttiheit 
he  was  intercoptedby  apartj^  ot^'Waladiiami^nvbd 
sesolved  to  a^nvey  their  tn^ortaitt  da{:lt«ir/^toCoi!'- 
stan^tinopie^  His  prefienee  of .*min4  agaay^dbirl^ 
cated  him  from  tins  danger^    Under  th&  pretence 
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ef  sickness,  he  dismounted  in  the  night,  and  was  chap. 
allowed  to  step  aside  from  the  troop  :  he  plfented  .^^y^|fi 
in  the  ground  his  long  stdff ;  clothed  it  with  his 
cap  and  upper' garment ;  and,  stealing  into  the 
wood,  teft  a  phantom  to  amuse,  for  some  time, 
the  eyes  of  the  Walacbians.  From  Halicz  he 
was  ho{i6uf  ably  conducted  to  Kiow,  the  residence 
of  the  great  duke  :  the  subtle  Greek  soon  Obtain- 
ed the  ei^teem  and  confidence  of  leroslaus :  his  char 
racter  could  assume  the  manners  of  every  climate; 
and  the  barbarians  applauded  hi^  strength  and 
courage  in  4;he  chace  of  the  elks  and  bears  of  the 
forest.  In  this  northern  region  he  deserved  the 
forgivefness  of  Manuel,  who  solicited  the  Rus- 
sian prince  to  join  bis  arms  in  the  invasion  of 
HuDgAry.  The  influence' of  Andronicus  achiev- 
ed this  impoitant  service  :  his  private  treaty  wa^ 
signed  with  a  promise  of  fidelity  on  one  side,  and 
of  oblivion  on  the  other;  and  he  marched  at  the 
head  of  the  Russian  cavalry,' from  the  Bory- 
sthenes  t®  the  Danube.  In  his  resentment  Ma- 
nuel bad  eMer  sympathised  with  the  martial  and 
dissolute  character  of  his  c6usih ;  and-  his  free 
pardon  Was  sealed  in  the  assault  of  Zemlin,  in 
which  he  was  second,  and  second  only,  to  the 
valour  of  the  emperor. 

No  sooner  was  the  ^xile  restored  to  freedom 
and  his  country,  than  his  ambition  revived,  at  first 
to  his  own,  andat  length  to  thepuMic,  toisfortune. 
Adaughter  of  Manuel  was  a  feeble  bar  to  the  suc^ 
cession  of  the  more  deserving  males  of  the  Com-  ^  * 
Benian blood :  her  future  marriage  with  the^prince- 
♦f  Hungary  was  repugnant  to  the  hoped  X)r  pre- 
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CHAP,  jttdices  of  the  pdiices  m4  noMes.  But  wben  aa 
^^^^  ^^  of  allcgiaoce  ww  required  to  the  ptefiump^ 
Ure  heir»  Andronicu?  alone  asserted  the  hotiour 
pf  the  Roman  nam?,  dedined  the  unlawfid  en-i 
gagement,  and  boldly  protested  ogttinst  tbe  adojh 
tion  of  a  stranger.  His  pattiotbgi  was  o^sive 
to  the  emperor,  hut  he  ^ke  the  sentiments 
of  the  people*  and  was  remov^ed  from  the  foyal 
*  presence  by  mi  honourable  banishmentj  a  secett^ 

command  of  the  Cilipiaii  frontier,  with  the  ab- 
solute  disposal  of  the  revenues  of  Cyprus.  la 
this  station,  the  Armenians  again  exwcised  his 
courage  and  exposed  his  negligence;  an4  tb^ 
sraie  rebel,  who  bafited  al)  his  operatiims,  was 
unhorsed  and  almost  slain  bf  the  vigour  of  bis 
lance.  But  Andromcus  soon  discovered  a  more 
easy  and  pleasing  conquest^  tbe  beautify)  Pbilf* 
pa«  sister  of  the  empress  Maria,  and  daughter  of 
Raymond  of  Poitou,  the  Latin  prince  of  Antioch. 
For  her  sake,  he  deserted  his  st^inn,  and  wasted 
the  summer  in  balls  and  toumotnents:  to  his  love 
she  sacr^ced  her  innocence,  herrep^itati^n,  and 
tbe  offer  of  an  advantageous  marriage.  But  the 
resentment  of  Manuel  for  this  domestic  affront, 
interrupted  bis  ple^sui^s:  Andronicua  left  thein^ 
discreet  princess  to  weep  and  to. repent;  itad, 
with  a  band  of  desperate  adventurers,  undertook 
the  i»lgrimage  of  Jerusalem.  His  birth,  his  mto'- 
tial  renown,  and  professions  of  zeal,  announced 
him  as  the  champion  of  tbe  cross ;  he  soon  capti- 
vated both  the  clergy  ^nd  the  king;  and  tbeGre^ 
prince  was  invested  with  th^  im-dsbip  of  JBerytus, 
on  th^  coAst  of  f  honiieia.  In  bis  i)«igbbourhoo4 
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resided  a  young aiul  handsome  queen  of  his  own  chap. 
nation  and  family,  great-grandodaughter  of  the  ,^i^il 
emperor  Alexis,  and  widow  of  Baldwin  III, 
king  of  Jerusalem.  She  visited  and  loTed  her 
kinsman.  Theodora  was  the  third  vktim  of  his 
amorous  seduction :  and  her  shame  was  more  pub* 
lie  and  scandalous  than  that  of  her  predecessors. 
The  emperor  still  thirsted  fidr  revenge;  and  his 
subjects  and  allies  of  the  Syrian  frontier,  wa-e  ^ 

repeatedly  pressed  to  seize  the  person,  and  put 
out  the  eyes;  of  the  fugitive.  In  Palestine  he  was 
no  longer  safe;  but  the  tender  Theodora  reveal-  , 
ed  his  danger  and  accompanied  his  flight.  The 
queen  of  Jerusalem  was  exposed  to  the  East,  his 
obsequious  concubine;  and  two  illegitimate  child- 
ren were  the  living  monuments  of  her  weakness, 
Damascus  was  his  first  refuge ;  and,  in  the  cha- 
racters of  the  great  Noureddin  and  his  servant 
Saladln,  the  superstitious  Grreek  might  learn  to 
revere  the  virtues  of  the  Mussulmans^  As  the 
friend  of  Noureddin  he  visited,  most  probably 
ift  and  the  courts  of  Persia;  and,  after  a 
[  circuit  round  the  Caspian  sea  and  the  moun- 
tains of  Georgia,  he  finally  settled  among  the 
Turks  of  Asia  Minor,  the  hereditary  enemies  of 
his  country*  The  sultan  of  Colonia  afforded  an 
hospitable  retreat  to  Andronicus,  his  mistress 
and  his  band  of  outlaws :  the  debt  of  gratitude 
was  paid  by  frequent  inroads  in  the  Roman  pro* 
vince  of  Trebizond ;  and  he  seldom  returned 
without  an  ample  hardest  of  spoil  and  of  Chris- 
tian captives.  In  tlie  siory  of  his  adventures,  he 
was  fond  of  comparing  himself  to  David,  who  e- 
scaped,  by  a  long  eyile,  the  snares  of  the  wicked^ 
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CHAP.  But  the  royal  prophet  (he  presumed  to  add)  was 
"'  content  to  lurk  on  the  borders  of  Judsea,  to  slay 
an  Amalckite,  and  to  threaten,  in  his  miserable 
state,  the  life  of  the  avaricious  NabaL  The  ex- 
cursions of  the  Comnenian  prince  had  a  wider 
range ;  and  he  had  spread  over  the  eastern  world 
the  glory  of  his  name  and  religion.  By  a  sen-, 
tence  of  the  Greek  church  the  licentious  rover 
had  been  separated  from  the  faithful ;  but  even 
this  excommunication  may  prove,  that  he  never 
abjured  the  profession  of  Christianity. 

His  vigilance  had  eluded  or  repelled  the  open 
and.secret  persecution  of  the  emperor;  but  he  was 
at  length  ensnared  by  the  captivity  of  his  female 
companion.  The  governor  of  Trebizond  succeed- 
ed in  his  attempt  to  surprise  the  person  of  Theo- 
dora:  the  queen  of  Jerusalem  and  her  two  child- 
ren were  sent  to  Constantinople,  and  their  loss 
ombittered  the  tedious  solitude  of  banishment. 
The  fugitive  implored  and  obtained  a  final  pardon, 
with  leave  to  throw  himself  at  the  feet  of  his  so- 
vereign, who  was  satisfied  with  the  subniission  of 
this  haughty  spirit.  Prostrate  on  the  ground,  he 
deplored  with  tears  and  groans  the  guilt  of  hisi 
past  rebellion;  nor  would  he  presume  to  arise 
.  unless  some  faithful  subject  would  drag  him  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  by  an  iron  chain  with  whicli 
he  had  secretly  encircled  his  neck.  This  extra- 
ordinary penance,  excited  the  wonder  and  pity 
of  the  assembly ;  his  sins  were  forgiven  by  the 
church  and  state  ;  but  the  just  suspicion  of  Ma- 
nuel fixed  his  residence  at  a  distance  from  the 
^ourt  at  Oeuoe,  a  town  of  Pontus,  surrounded 
\i'itb  rich  viueyards,  and  situate  on  the  coast  of 
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the  Euxine.  The  death  of  Manuel,  and  the  dis-  chap. 
orders  of  the  minority,  soon  opened  the  fairest  ^^^ii^ 
field  to  his  ambition.  The  emperor  was  a  boy  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  without  vigour, 
or  wisdom,  or  experience  ;  his  mother,  the  em- 
press Mary,  abandoned  her  person  and  govern- 
ment to  a  favourite  of  the  Comnenian  name ; 
and  his  sister,  another  Mary,  whose  husband,  an 
Italian,  was  decorated  with  the  title  of  Caesar, 
excited  a  conspiracy,  and  at  length  an  insurretitlon, 
against  her  odious  stepmother.  The  provinces 
were  forgotten,  the  capital  was  in  flames,  and  a 
century  of  peace  and  order  was  overthrown  in  the 
vice  and  weakness  of  a  few  months.  A  civil  war 
was  kindled  in  Constantinople ;  the  two  factions 
fought  a  bloody  battle  in  the  square  of  the  palace, 
and  the  rebels  sustained  a  regular  siege  in  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Sophia.  The  patriarch  laboured 
with  honesJt  zeal  to  heal  the  Wounds  of  the  re- 
public, the  most  respectable  patriots  called  aloud 
for  a  guardian  and  avenger,  and  every  tongue  re- 
peated the  praise  of  the  talents  and  even  the  virtues 
of  Andronicus.  In  iiis  retirement,  he  afTectedto 
revolve  the  solemn  duties  of  his  oath.  "  If  the 
"  safety  or  honour  of  the  imperial  family  be 
"  threatened,!  will  reveal  and  oppose  the  mischief 
"  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.*'  His  correspond- 
encewiththepatriarchandpatricianswasseasoned 
with  apt  quotations  from  the  psalms  of  David  and 
the  epistles  of  St.  Paul ;  and  he  patiently  waited 
till  he  was  called  to  her  deliverance  by  the  voice  of 
hiscountiry .  In  his  march  fronl  Oenoe  to  Constan- 
tinople, his  slender  train  insensibly  swelled  to  a 
crowd  and  .an  army;  his  professic^ns  of  religion 
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CHAP,  and  loyalty  were  misUken  for  the  language  of  hfe 
xLVHi,  j^^^^,^  ^j  ^j^  simplidty  of  a  foreign  dress,  which 


shewed  to  advantage  his  majesticstature^display- 
ed  a  lively  image  of  his  poverty  and  exile*  All 
oppo$Hioa  sunk  before  him;  he  reached  the  straits 
of  the  Tbrstcian  Bosphorus ;  the  Byzantine  navy 
sailed  from  the  harbour  to  receive  and  transport 
the  saviour  of  the  empire ;  the  torrent  was  loud 
and  irresistible,  and  the  insects  who  bad  bmked 
in  the  sunshine  of  royal  favour,  disapf>eared  at  the 
blast  of  the  storm.  It  was  the  fifst  care  of  Andro- 
nicus  to  occupy  the  palace,  to  salute  the  emperor, 
to  confine  his  mother,  to  punish  her  minister,  and 
to  restore  the  public  order  and  tranquiUity.  He 
then  visited  the  sepulchre  of  Manuel :  the  sqpecta- 
tors  were  ordered  to  stand  aloof,  but  as  he  bow- 
ed in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  they  heard,  or 
thought  they  heard,  a  murmmr  of  triumph  and 
revenge*  "  I  no  longer  fear  thee,  my  old  ene- 
^  my,  who  hast  driven  me  a  vagabond  to  every 
**  climate  of  the  earth.  Thou  art  safely  depos- 
^^  ited  under  a  sevenfold  dome,  from  whence 
^  thou  eanst  never  arise  till  the  signal  of  the  last 
^  trumpet.  It  is  now  my  turn,  and  speedOy 
**  will  I  trample  on  thyariies  and  thy  posteri- 
**  ty.**  From  his  subsequent  t3rranny  we  may 
impute  such  feefings  to  t^e  man  and  the  mo« 
ment.  But  k  is  not  extremely  probable  that  he 
gave  an  articulate  sownd  to  his^  secret  thmights. 
In  the  first  months  of  his  admift^tration,  his  de- 
^  signs  were  veiled  by  a  fair  semblance  of  hypocri- 

sy, which  coidd  driude  only  the  eyes  of  tke  mxA- 
titude :  the  corooatios  of  Alexius  was  performed 
with  due  solemnity^  and  his  jperfidious  guardiaoi^ 
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hoidn^^rnhbhoadstbe  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  crap. 
most  ferf^nUy  dechred,  that  he  lived,  and  was  ^^^-^"^ 
ready  to  die,  for  the  service  of  his  beloved  pupil. 
But  Us  nuineroiis  adherents  were  instructed  to 
mainUvutf  that  the  anking  «Bpit^  must  pieiish  in 
the  hands  of  a  child  \  that  the  Romans  could  only 
he  saved  by  a  veteran  prince^  bold  in  arms^  skil^ 
fid  in  policy,  and  tat^ht  to  reign  by  the  long  ex- 
perience of  fortune  and  mankind ;  and  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  force  the  reluct- 
ant modeity  of  Ancbronicus  to  undertake  the 
burdai  ot  the  poUid  care.  The  y<mng  emfNsror 
was  himself  constrained  to  join  his  voice  to  the 
Ssssersi  aeeiamationi  and  to  soUcit  the  assoda- 
tion  of  a  eoUiMgile^  who  instantly  degraded  him 
from  the  snpi^me  rank»  secluded  his  pei^on^  and 
verged  tiiein^  deckuution  <if  the  pHtriarch,  that 
Alexitts  might  be  doiisidei^ed  as  deadi  so  soon  a^ 
he  was  i^mixlitted  to  the  eustody  of  his  guia*<fi4ni 
But  ins  dentil  was  prece4ed  by  the  imprisonment 
a&d  execution  of  his  mothen  Aft€»r  blackening 
her  reputatiMi^  and  inflamilig  against  her  the  pas- 
sions of  t^e  ii^ultitude,  the  tyrant  accused!  and 
tried  the  empress  for  a  treasonaUe  corre^jsriHid- 
eftce  with  the  king  of  Hungary^  Hia  owti  icm « 
u  youth  of  honour  aiaid  hutftlmity^  avoWed  his 
abhorrence  of  thi&  iagitious  £let»  and  tfarefe  of  tbc^ 
judges  had  the  mcsit  of  preferring  their  con-' 
science  to> their  safety;  but  the  obsequiitfus  tri- 
buna),  widicmt  requiring  asiiy  proofs  or  hearii^ 
any  defence,  condemned  the  Widow  of  Manuel ; 
and  htf  unfortunate  son  sobsodhed  th^  s^tenc^ 
of  her  deatin  Maria  was  strangled,  her  corpse 
was  fattfied  iii  the  i^eii^  and  her  memory  was 
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CHAP.   wAundectiby  the  IbmU.  Boost  ofiwaiveifao;  toBBmle 
^^!!!l  vanity^  m  Mae  atad  ugly  jreprfeseotetiaofof  ;liv: 


beauteous fixin*  Tbo§at»v^l»rmgEk  wmjmtthing * 
deferredi  lee  woB^vlnvigfasl  taitkabQiMtriBg^attit): 
theiyiauty  inaeufliUe'te  fitj  or  naaiot^a^Btkar . 
sunrqung  the  bndjr  of  theinnocimt  jouth.^jAruek: 
itrodeljr.with  hk  fioot.-«-f' rThyyfiftthttv"  Us  cmd^ 
<<  MBS&Jcniaive,  'thy  mi^er  a-fliAora^  Mtf«tlij»elf : 
'^afooir^  ■  •  r  :. .  :^  .  V. 

Androni.        TiMnReftiax.6ceptre^-  the  teward.of -Us  niimesr- 

WIS  1«  *  ' 

comneniu,  wBs  held  by  Audoonicus  «faout  ^hcee  yean  sudi  a 
oi:tober.  '  half,  ^as'tfie  guardian  orsaarereiga.of  itlie£m{mre^i 
Hb  gOT^niment  exhibited  a  singufaar  ooBtriffife  ef 
irke  and  viitlie.  When  telisteDed tolm^pfaaimte^ 
he  was  tlie  soinirgt&^  irfaea  be  ooaaulttd  bia  cea« 
soa,  the'  fktber  of  Hia  people^  Ib  the^  ea&ercise  of • 
private  jmitiee,  te  mas  equitable  .and.  ri^oacnis :- 
a  dvttmaful  and  qpernicious  vcuabty  was. .  aboiisb^. 
ed,*  a&d'tbe  oAces  were  filled^  wttb  tiae.flaoat  de- 
serving candidateB  by  ajmnee  whO'kul.s«Dse  to 
chooBe»  and  aevmty.  to  punish*  He  prohibited, 
the  inhamati  practice  of  piUa^jpng  ibe  goods  and 
persons  csf^shipw^iecked  aaariners ;  the  ptOKduces, 
so  Ifiig  the  objects  iofopi^essioii  or  MgleGt^Fe- 
vited'in'  prosporit^  aad  plenty  i  and  tniUimis 
applauded'  the  distaiit  blessings  of  hla(qrmgn» 
tr'hile  he  was  cursed  by  the  witilessefrofihia  d^ly 
erwelti^/  The  aadeiit  proverb^  Tbali  bipod- 
thirsty  is  the  man  who  returns  frombaaftsfaineat 
to  powter,  bad  bees  applied  wit^^too  muck 
truth  ta  Marios  and  Tiberius;  and  wasijM^w 
verified  for  the  third  time  in  the  life  of  Andnmi* 
cus.  His  meiiKny  was  stored  with  a  bladk  list 
'    of  the  eaemiea  and  rivals>  who  had  traduced 
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wastie»cMdli0p0«adp0i4uie^frevMge«  The 
neoesaiiiy  cQctiiloCion  tif  il^e  jnoMif^  emperor  and 
hif  matli«r>  nn^oaedvthe  ifttaiv  obtil^on'  of  e&« 
tu7atiag;<:idife^frieftdb»  who  hatmA^  end  nbi^i 
pimisb)  tfae  anassin : '  and  the  re|iefeitioii  of  mm^ 
der  rendered  kiiDf  kbst  «illiog»  and.  leaa  able»  tb 
foi^ve.  An  hckrrid  narrative  of  the  yictims 
whom  he  sacififieed  hf  poilu^  or  the  sword,  by 
the  sea  ot  the.  fl«sies»  wieiild  be  leia  elspress  ve  ef 
his  entity,  than  the*  appellatkm  4)f  the  Halcjron* 
days,  whieh  lAWMapi^lied/.to  a  vafe  nod  btoodlefi 
wjeelq.of  Kpofee  t  ike  tyrant  stro^re  to  traosler^  ob 
thekHFs  and  tb&jiidge^  seme  p<H?tian  of  his  guilts 
btt  the  mask;  wa3|a)k»,  and.  bis  stri^ects  oouMt 
no  lofiger  nii^ake  the  true  anther  .oC  their  xada* 
nutie9.'  The  iM>Umt  of  the  Gr^dksitmnie  ieipeeifltt^ 
those  who,  hy  ^seent  or  alliance,,  ttiight  dhqfiute 
the  Gomneniap  .inhentance,'  escaped  firom  the 
monster's  defiv NiM:e'.or  Pmsa,  fiykUy  or  Cypiwj 
were  their  place?  of  r^nge ;  and  an  their  flighfe 
was  aliea^  odmiiial,  they  aggmrated  their  of^^ 
fence  hy  an^open  jreyoU,.and  the  imperial  title^ 
Yet  Andronicu^  resisted  the  daggers  and  swords 
of  his  most  formidabjie  enemies  t  Nice  alkd  Pmsa 
were.reduoed  and  cfaastiused^s  the  Sicilians  were 
content  wthr  the  saek  pf  Thessalonica ;  and  the 
distance f(of  Cyprus; was  not  moi^  propitiofis  to 
tbe.mbel  than)  to  theijfyrant*  Hin  throne  was 
sabverted.  by  a  rival  without  merit,  and  a  people 
witfaont  arms.  Isaac  Angelus,  a  descendant  in 
the  female  Ime  from  the  great  Alexius,  was 
marked  as  a  victimt^  by  the  prudence  or  s^tper- 
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c^HA^  fKtikkmaiAe^jmpBn»r.  in  anionieiitofiie^atr, 
^^^"^-  AngekB  dtftndtod  k»  life  mdVUbetty.^ltw  the 
Meartioner,  and^Aed  tirtliechqreb^riBt.  Sopkia. 
TlM  sonotoMry  WM  insensiMy  MIM 
tmd  moornftil  orawd,  who,  in  his  ftte,  prog^io^ 
cated  their  aim.,  Boi  Aeir  tamenlaliovii  were 
won  turned  to  eoiMd,  and  tbetr  cwses  to  Uirei^: 
tltej  dartd  taaak,  <^  Wl^  do  wefear  ?  why  do 
^^we  obey?  we  are  many,  and  he  is  one;  <mr 
^  patience  is  the  onfy  bond  of  our  slavery."  Widi 
the  dawn  of  day  the  city  hurst  iaio^feiieral  sedi* 
tion»  the  prisons  ulcere  tiirown  op^m,  the  eoldest 
and  most  serrite  were  roused  to  the  defence  of 
their  eonatty,  wad  Ubbc,  the  second  of  <iie  name, 
was  rtised  from'  the  sanctuary  ta  the  l3»rDiie. 
Unoonsdons  of  his  danger,  the  tyrant  was  aSn 
sent;  with^awn  from  the  tolls  of  ^ate,  kk  the 
delicious  islands  of  the  Proponttk  He  had  con- 
tracted an  indecent  marriage  with  AHce,  or 
Agnes,  chiiigter  of  Lewis  YII  of  France,  and  re» 
list  of  the  unfortunate  Ale^ine ;  and  his  society^ 
mwe  suable  to  his  temper  than  to  his  age; 
was  composed  of  a  young  wife  and  a  favourite 
concttMne.  On  the  first  aldrm  he  i»ushed  to 
CoBstairtusople,  impatient  fm^  the  hirfbd  of  the 
guilty ;  but  he  was  astonished  by  the  silence  of 
tl&e  palace,  the  tumult  of  the  eity,  and  the  ge- 
neral desertion  of  mankind.  Andronicus  pro^ 
dunned  a  free  pardon  to  his  subjects ;  they 
neither  deshred  nor  wouM  grant  forgiveness :  he 
offered  to  resign  the  crown  to  his  son  Mimuel ; 
but  the  virtues  of  the  son  eouM  not  expiate  hid 
father's  crimes.  The  sea  was  still  open  for  his 
retreat ;  but  the  nefrs  of  the  revoIuti<m  had  flown 
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aloBg  the  coast ;  when  fbar  had  ceased,  obedience  g  h  a  f. 
was  no  more;  the  imperial  galley  was  pursued  and  ^^^^"^ 
taken  hj  an  armed  briganttne;  and  the  tjrrantiMB 
draped  to  the  presence  of  Isaac  Angelus,  load- 
ed with  fetters^  and  a  loog  chain  round  his  neck. 
His  eloquence,  and  the  tears  of  his  female  comr 
panions,  pleaded  in  vtm  for  his  life;  but,  in^ 
stead  of  the  decencies  of  a  legal  execution,  the 
new  nKmanch  abandoned  the  criminal  to  the  nu» 
nierous  sufferers,  whom  he  had  deprived  of  a 
fitther,  an  busband,  or  a  friend.  His  teeth  and 
liair,  an  eye  and  a  hand,  were  torn  from  him,  as 
a  poor  compensation  for  their  loss ;  and  a  short 
respite  was  allowed,  that  he  imght  feel  the  bit- 
Imiess  of  death.  Astride  oa  a  camel,  without 
any  danger  of  a  rescue,  he  was  carried  through 
the  city,  and  the  basest  of  the  populace  rejoiced 
to  trample  on  the  fidien  majesty  of  their  prince. 
After  a  thousand  blows  and  outrages,  Androni- 
cus  was  hung  by  the  feet,  between  two  piHais 
that  sttj^ported  the  statues  of  a  wolf  and  sow ; 
and  every  hai^  that  could  readi  the  public  ene^- 
mj,  inflicted  on  his  body  some  maik  erf'  ingenbus 
(H*  brutal  cnidty,  till  two  friendly  or  furious 
Italians,  plunging  their  swords  into  hb  body,  re- 
leased him  from  all  human  punishm^it.  In  this 
long  and  painful  agony,-— *^  hqrd  have  mercy  up^ 
^  on  me !  and  why  will  you  bruise  a  broken 
'^  reed?**  were  the  only  words  that  escaped  from 
his  mcmth.  ,  Our  hatred  for  the  tyrant  is  lost  in 
pity  for  the  m^i ;  nor  can  we  blame  his  pusil^ 
lanuaous  resignaticm,  since  a  Greek  Christian 
was  no  longer  master  of  his  life. 
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CHAP.        I  have  been  tempted  to  expatiate  on  the  ex- 
.f^^^^i^  traordinary  character  and  adventures  of  Andro- 
isoaeii,    nicus;  but  I  shall  here  terminate  the  series  of 
A^a  nss,  *^^  Greek  emperors  since  the  time  of  Heraclius. 
Sept.  12.    The  branches  that  sprang  from  the  Comneniaii 
trunk  had  insensibly  withered ;  and  the  male  line 
was  continued  only  in  the  posterity  of  Androni- 
cus  himself,  who,  in  the  public  confusion,  usurp- 
-ed  the  sovereignty  of  Trebizond,  so  obscure  in 
history,  and  so  famous  in  romance.    A  private 
citizen  ^f  Philadelphia,  Constantine  Angelus, 
had  emerged  to  wealth  and  honours,  by  his  mar- 
riage with  a  daughter  of  the  emperor  Alexius. 
His  son  Andronicus  is  conspicuous  only  by  bis 
cowardice.     His  grandson  Isaac  punished  and 
succeeded  the  tyrant ;  but  he  was  dethroned  by 
his 'own  vices,  apd  the  ambition  of  bis  brother; 
A.D.  1204,  and  tl^eir  discord  introduced  the  Latins  to  the 
"  ^"     '   conquest  of  Constantinople,  the  first  gr^at  period 
in  the  fall  of  the  eastern  empire. 

If  we  compute  the  number  and  duration  of  the 
reigns,  it  will  be  found,  that  a  period  of  six 
hundred  years  is  filled  by  sixty  empferors,  includ- 
ing in  the  Augustan  list  some  female  sovereigns; 
and  deducting  some  usurpers  who  were  never  ac- 
knowledg;ed  in  the  capital,  aiid  some  princes  who 
did  not  live  to  possess  their  inheritance.  The  ave- 
rage proportion  will  allow  ten  y^ears  for  each  em- 
peror, far  below  the  chronological  rule  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  who,  from  the  experience  of  more  recent 
and  regular  monarchies,  hasdefined  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  years  as  the  term  of  an  ordinary  reign. 
The  Byzantine  empire  was  most  traniquil  and  pro- 
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sperous  when  it  could  acquiesce  in  hereditary  suC-  chap. 
cession ;  five  dynasties,  the  Heraclian,  Isaurian,  ^J!;;^"Jl 
Amorian,  £asilian»  and  Comnenjan  families,  en- 
joyed and  transmitted  the  royal  patrimony  dur- 
ing their  respective  series  of  five,  four,  three, 
six,  and  four  generations ;  several  princes  num- 
ber the  years  of  thqir  reign  with  those  of  their 
infancy:  andConstantine  VII  and  his  two  grand- 
sons occupy  the  space  of  an  entire  century.  But 
in  the  intervals  of  the  Byzantine  dynasties,  thp 
succession  is  rapid  and  brokpn,  and  the  name  of 
a  successful  candidate  is  speedily  erased  by  a 
more  fortunate  competitor,.  I  Many  were  the 
paths  that  led  to  the  summit  of  royalty  ;  the  fa- 
bric of  rebellion  was  overthrown  by  the  stroke 
of  conspiracy,  or  undermined  by  the  silent  arts 
of  intrigue ;  the  favoiu-ites  of  the  soldiers  or  peo- 
ple, of  the  senate  or  clergy,  of  the  women  and 
eunuclis,  were  alternately  clothed  with  the  pur- 
ple :  the  means  of  their  elevation  were  base,  and 
their  end  was;  often  contemptible  or  tragic.  A 
being  of  the  nature  of  man,  endowed  with  the 
same  faculties,  but  with  a  longer  measure  of  cxt 
istence,  would  cast  down  a  smile  of  pity  and 
t'ontempt  on  tl^e  crimes  ancjL  follies  of  human 
ambition,  so  eager,  in  a  narrow  span,  to  grasp 
at  a  precarious  and  short-lived  enjoyment.  It 
is  thu^  that  the  experience  of  history  exalts  and 
enlarges  the  horizon  of  our  intellectual  view. 
In  a  composition  of  some  days,  iji  a  perusal  of 
some  hours,  six  hundred  years  have  rolled  away, 
and  the  duration  of  a  life  or  reign  is  contracted 
tQ  a  fleeting  ftio^ient :  the  grave  is  ever  beside 
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CHAP.  tJie  throne ;  the  raceess  of  a  criminal  »  almost 
instantly  followed  by  tlie  loss  of  his  prixe ;  and 
our  immortal  reason  survives  and  disdains  the 
sixty  phantoms  of  kings  who  have  passed  before 
our  eyes,  and  faintly  dwell  on  our  remembrance. 
The  observation;  that*  in  every  age  and  climate, 
ambition  has  prevailed  with  the  same  command- 
ing enei^,  may  abate  the  surjNize  of  a  philoso- 
pher; but  while  he  dondemns  the  vanity,  he 
may  search  the  motive*  of  this  universal  .desire 
to  obtain  and  hold  the  sceptre  of  doimnion.l  To 
the  greater  part  of  the  Byssantine  seriel(  we 
cannot  reasonably  ascribe  the  love  of  fame  and 
of  mankind.  The  virtue  alone  of  John  Comne* 
nus  was  beneficent  and  pure :  the  most  illnstri- 
ous  of  the  princes,  who  precede  or  follow  that 
respectable  name,  have  trode  with  some  dexteri- 
ty and  vigour  the  crooked  and  bloody  paths  of 
a  selfish  policy ;  in  scrutinizing  the  imperfect 
chsuracters  of  Leo  the  Isaurian,  Basil  I,  and  A- 
lexius  Comnenus,  of  Theophilus,  the  second  Ba- 
sil, and  Manuel  Comnenus,  our  esteem  andeen- 
sure  are  almost  equally  balanced ;  and  the  re- 
minder of  the  imperial  crowd  could  only  desire 
and  expect  to  be  forgotten  by  posterity.  Was 
personal  happiness  the  aim  and  object  of  their 
ambition  ?  I  shall  not  descant  on  the  vulgar  to- 
pics of  the  misery  of  kings ;  but  I  may  surely 
observe,  that  their  condition,  of  all  others,  is 
the  most  pregnant  with  fear,  and  the  least  sus- 
ceptible of  hope.  For  these  opposite  passions, 
a  larger  scope  was  allowed  in  the  revolutions  of 
antiquity,  thftn  in  the  smooth  and  solid  temper 
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of  the  modern  world,  which  cannot  easily  repeat  chap. 
either  the  triumph  of  Alexander  or  the  fall  of  ^^^]^ 
Darius.  -  But  the  peculiar  infelicity  of  the  By- 
zantine princes  exposed  them  to  domestic  perils, 
without  affording  any  lively  promise  of  foreign 
conquest.  From  the  pinnacle  of  greatness,  An« 
dronicus  was  precipitated  by  a  death  more  cruel 
and  shameful  than  that  of  the  vilest  malefactor ; 
but  the  most  glorious  of  his  predecessors  had 
much  more  to  dread  from  their  subjects  than  to 
hope  from  their  enemies.  The  afmy  was  lioen* 
tious  without  spirit,  the  sxOjAtm  turbident  with-^ 
Out  freedom :  the  barbarians  of  the  East  and 
West  pressed  on  the  monarchy,  and  the  loss  of 
the  provinces  was  terminated  by  the  final  servi* 
tude  of  the  capital. 

The  entire  series  of  Roman  emperors,  from 
the  first  of  the  Caesars  to  the  last  of  the  Con- 
staQtaoes,  extends  above  fifteen  hundred  yoars: 
and  the  term  of  domkuon  unbroken  by  for^gn 
conquest,  sui^sses  the  measure  of  the  anoient 
monanstiies ;  the  Assyrians  e^r  Medes,  the  suo 
passers  of  Cyims,  or  those  of  Alexander.  I 
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iMroiMtion,  uorMp,  mud  pert&aUyon  of  m^ffs-^Hevolt 
of  Italy  and  Rom^'-^Temparal  dominion  of  the  fopes — 
Conquest  of  Italy  by  the  Franks — Establishment  of 

'  tmages-'^Character  and  coronation  of  Charlemagne — 
Restoration  and  decay  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  West 
— Independence  of  Italy^^ConstitutiMi  of  the  iSemumic 
body, 

CHAP.  Ik  the  connection  of  the  church  and  state,  I 
^^^^    havie  considered  the  former  as  subservient  only, 
introduc-   and  rclatire,  to  the  latter;  a  salutary  maxim,  if  m 
^*^      fact,  as  well  as  in  narrative,  it  hafd  ever  been  held 
into  the     sacred.    The  oriental  philosophy  of  the  gnostics, 
cbuiciu"    thedarkabyssof  predestination  and  grace,  and  the 
strange  transformations  t)f  the  eucharist  from  the 
sign  to  the  substance  of  Christ's  body,*^  I  have 
purposely  abandoned  to  the  curiosity  of  specula- 
tive divines.  But  I  have  reviewed,  with  diligence 
and  pleasure,  the  objects  of  ecclesiastical  histoiy, 
by  which  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire 

*  The  learned  Seldon  has  given  the  history  of  transubstantiation  io 
a  comprehensive  and  pithy  sentence.—**  This  opinion  is  only  rhetoric 
*«  turned  into  logic*''    (His  Works,  roL  Hi,  p.  S073,  in  his  Tia»le*taUi)% 
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i^eremateriallyaffisctedythcpropagationofClirist-  chap. 
ianity,  the  constitution  of  the  catholic  churchy  ^^ 
the  ruin  of  paganism,  axid  the  sects  that  arose 
from  the  mysterious  controversies  concerning  the 
Trinity  and  incarnation.  At  the  head  of  this 
class,  we  may  justly  rank  the  worship  of  images, 
so  fiercely  disputed  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  cen- 
turies ;  since  a  question  of  popular  superstition 
produced  the  revolt  of  Italy,  the  temporal  power 
of  the  popes,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Roman 
empire  in  the  West. 

The  primitive  Christians  were  possessed  with 
an  unconquerable  repugnance  to  the  use  and 
abusqt  of  images,  and  this  aversion  may  be  ascrib- 
ed  to  their  desqeat  from  the  Jews,  and  their  en- 
mity to  the  Greeks*  The  Mosaic  law  had  se- 
verely proscribed  all  representations  of  the  Deity; 
and  that  precept  was  firmly  established,  in  the 
principles  and  practice  of  the  chosen  people. 
The  tirit  of  the  Christian  apologists  was  pointed 
against  the  foolish  idolaters,  who  bowed  before 
the  workmanship  of  their  own  hands;  the  images 
of  brassand  marble,  which  had  thet/heen  endowed 
with  sense  and  motion,  should  have  started  rather 
from  the  pe^destal  to  adore  the  creative  powers  of 
the  artist'*  Perhaps  some  recent  and  imperfect 
C(Hiverts  of  the  Gnostic  tribe,  might  crown  the 
statues  of  Christ  and  St.  Paul  with  the  profane  ' 
honours"  which  they  paid  to  those  of  Aristotle 

^  K^ec  intellfgunt  homines  ineptisami,  qu6d  si  sentire  simulacra  ct 
moveri  possent,  adoratura  homjpem  fuissetit  a  quo  sunt  expoUta^ 
{Thnn,  Institut.  L  ii,  c  8).  Lactantius  is  the  last,  as  well  as  the 
most  eloquent,  of  the  Latin  apologists.  Their  raillery  of  idols  attackt 
not  only  the  ol)9ect>  bat  the  form  and  matter. 
.    VOL.  IX.  X  . 
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CHAP,  arid  Pythagoras-/  but  the  public  religion  of  the 
catholics  was  uniformly  simpJe  and  spiritual;  and 
the  first  notice  of  the  use  of  pictures  is  in  the 
censure  of  the  council  of  Illiberis,  three  hundred 
years  after  the  Christian  era.  IJnder  tHe  suc- 
cessors of  Constantine,  in  the  peace  and  luxury 
of  the  triumphant  church,  the  more  prudent  bi- 
shops condescended  to  indulge  a  visible  supersti- 
tion, for  the  benefit  of  the  multitude :  and,  after 
the  ruin  of  paganism^  they  were  no  longer  re- 
strained by  the  apprehension  of  an  odious  parallel: 
The  first  introduction  of  a  symbolic  worship  was 
in  the  veneration  of  the  cross,  and  of  relics. 
The  saints  and  martyrs,  whose  intercession  was 
implor<?d,  were  seated  on  the  right  band  of  God ; 
but  the  gracious,^  and  often  supernatural  favours, 
which  in  the  popular  belief  were  showered  round 
their  tomb,  conveyed  an  unquestionable  sanction 
of  the  devout  pilgrims,  who  visited,  and  touched, 
and  kissed,  these  lifeless  remains,  the  memorials 
of  their  merits  and  sufferings.'*  But  a  memorial, 
more  interesting  than  the  scull  or  the  sandals  of  a 
departed  w  orthy,  is  a  fathful  copy  of  his  person 
and  features  delineated  by  the  arts  of  painting 
or  sculpture.  In  every  age,  such  copies,  so  con- 
genial to  human  feelings,  have  been  cherished  by 
the  zeal  of  private  friendship,  or  public  esteem  : 
the  images  of  the  Roman  e'mperors  were  adored 

*  See  Irenecus,  Epiphanius,  and  Augustin,  (Basnage,  Hist,  des^g- 
lises  Reformdes,  torn,  ii,  p.' 1313).  This  Gnostic  practice  has  a  sin- 
gular affinity  with  the  private  worship  of  Alexander  Severus,  (Lam- 
pridius,  c.  20 ;  Lardner,  Heathen  Testiinonies,  vol.  iii,  p.  34). 

*  See  this  Hi'story,  vol.  iii,  p.  256 ;  vol.  iv,  p.  100  j  vol.  v,  pw 
123-13G.  •  . 
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with  civil  and  almost  rdigidus  honours ;  a  rever^  chap. 
ence  less  lostentatious,  but  more  sincere,  was  ap-  2^1^'^* 
plied  to  the  statues  of  sages  and  patriots;  and 
these  profane  virtues,  these  splendid  sins,  disap-r 
peared  in  the  presence  of  the  holy  men,  who  had 
died  for  their  celestial  and  everlasting  country. 
At  first  the  experiment  was  made  with  caution  ^beir 
and  scruple;  and  the  venerable  pictures  were  dis- 
creetly allowed  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  to  a- 
waken  the  cold,  and  to  gratify  the  prejudices  of 
tlie  heathen  proselytes.  By  a  slow  though  in- 
evitable progression,  the  honours  of  Ihe  original 
were  transferred  to  the  copy :  the  devout  Christ- 
ian prayed  before  the  image  of  a  saint ;  and  the 
pagan  rites  of  genuflexion,  luminarieis,  and  in- 
cense, again  stole  into  the  catholic  church.  The 
scruples  of  feason  or  piety,  were  silenced  by  the 
strong  evidence  of  visions  and  miracles ;  and 
the  pictures  which  speak,  and  move,  and  bleeds 
must  be  endowed  with  a  divine  energy,  and  may 
be  considered  as  the  proper  objects  of  religious 
adoration.  The  most  audacious  pencil  might 
tremble  in  the  rash  attempt  of  defining  by  forms 
and  colours,  the  infinite  Spirit,  the  eternal  Father, 
who  pervades  and  sustains  the  universe.®  But  the 
superstitious  mind  was  more  easily  reconciled  to 
paint  and  to  worship  the  angels,  and,  above  all, 

•  Oi»  7«^  r»  Gtt0f  arXinr  vxet^n  xat  etXnPrnf  ft^f^ms  rt^t  *ett  r;^i?^«*'iv 

tfuis  'tnyf$txaf*%Vi  (Concilium  Nicenum,  ii,  in  CoUect.  Labb.  torn,  viil, 
p.  1025j  edit.  Venet).  II  seroit  peut^tre  a-propos  de  ne  point  souflfVii- 
d^iinages  de  la  Trinity  ou  de  la  Divinity ;  les  defenseurs  les  plus  zel^& 
des  imiiges  aymnt  condamne  ceUes  ci,  ct  le  concile  de  Trente  ne  par-  • 
iant  que  de»  images  de  Jesus  Christ  et  de^  Saints,  (Dupin^  Bibliotv 
Eccles.  torn,  vi,  p.  154). 
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CHAP,  the  Son  of  God,  under  the  human  shape,  which* 
■^^'^  on  earth,  they  have  condescended  to  Assume. 
The  second  person  of  the  Trinity  had  been  cloth- 
ed with  a  real  and  mortal  body ;  but  that  body 
had  ascended  into  heaven,  and,  h^d  not  some  si- 
militude been  presented  to  the  eyes  of  his  dis- 
ciples, the  spiritual  worship  of  Christ  might  have 
been  obliterated  by  the  visible  relics  and  repre- 
sentations of  the  saints.  A  similar  indulgence 
Was  requisite,  and  propitious,  for  the  Virgin 
Mary :  the  place  of  her  burial  was  unknown ; 
and  the  assumption  of  her  soul  and  body  into 
heaven  was  adopted  by  the  credulity  of  the  Greeks 
and  Latins.  The  use,  and  even  the  worship,  of 
images,  was  firmly  established  before  the  end  of 
the  sixth  century ;  they  were  fondly  cherished 
by  the  warm  imagination  of  the  Greeks  and  Asia- 
tics; the  Pantheon  and  Vatican  were  adorned 
with  the  emblems  of  a  new  superstition  ;  but  this 
semblance  of  idolatry  was  more  coldly  entertain- 
ed by  the  rude  barbarians  and  the  Arian  clergy 
of  the  West.  The  bolder  forms  of  sculpture,  in 
brass  or  marble,  which  peopled  the  temples  of 
antiquity,  were  offensive  to  the  fancy  or  con- 
science of  the  Christian  Greeks ;  and  a  smooth 
surface  of  colours  has  ever  been  esteemed  a  more 
decent  and  harmless  mode  of  imitation.' 
The  image  The  merit  and  effect  of  a  cop;f  depends  on  its 
resemblance  with  the  original ;  but  the  primitive 

'  This  general  history  of  images  is  drawn  from  the  xxiid  book  of  the 
HisU  des  Eglises  Reformles  of  Basnage,  torn,  ii,  p.  1310-1337.  He 
was  a  protestant,  but  of  a  manly,  spirit ;  and  on  this  head  the  protest- 
ants  are  so  notoriously  inHne  right,  that  they  can  venture  to  be  im- 
IMUtial.    See  the  perplexity  of  poor  friar  Pagi,  Crltica,  torn,  i,  p.  4 J. 
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Christians  were  ignorant  of  the  genuine  fea-   chap, 

XLIX. 

tures  of  the  Son  of  God,«  his  mother,  and  his  ,,Jl^,,^ 
apostles :  the  statue  of  Christ  at  Paneas  in  Pale- 
stine^ was  more  probably  that  of  some  tempo- 
ral saviour ;  the  Gnostics  and  their  profane 
monuments  were  reprobated ;  and  the  fancy  of 
the  Christian  artists  could  only  be  guided  by 
the  clandestine  imitation  of  some  heathen  mo- 
del. In  this  distress,  a  bold  and  dexterous  in- 
vention assured  at  once  the  likeness  of  the  imag^ 
and  the  innocence  of  the  worship.  A  new 
superstructure  of  fable  was  raised  on  the  popu- 
lar basis  of  a  Syrian  legend,  on  the  correspond- 
ence of  Christ  and  Abgarus,  so  famous  in  the 
days  of  Eusebius,  so  reluctantly  deserted  by  our 
modern  advocates.  The  bishop  of  Caesarea**  re- 
cords the  episjtle,*  but  he  most  strangely  forgets 

'  After  removing  some  rubbish  of  miracle  and  inconsistency,  it 
may  be  aUowed,  that  as  late  as  the  year  300,  Paneas  in  Palestine 
^as  decorated  with  a  bronze  statue,  representing  a  grave  personage 
wrapt  in  a  cloak,  with  a  grateful  or  suppliant  female  kneeling  before 
him;  and  that  an  inscription— -r^  'Sttrnfif  ru  eM^^irif— was  perhaps  in- 
scribed on  the  pedestal.  By  tlve  Christians,  this  groupe  w^as  foolishly 
explained  of  their  founder  and  the  p09r  woman  whom  he  had  cured  of 
thebloody-flux,  (Euseb.vii,  18.  Philostorg.  vii,  3,  &c.).  M.  de  Beau. 
tobre  more  reasonably  coujectiuvs  the  philosopher  Apollonius,  or  the 
emperor  Vespasian  :  in  the  latter  supposition,  the  female  is  a  city,  a 
province,  or  perhaps  the  queen  Berenice,  (Bibliotheque  Germanique, 
torn,  xiii,  p.  Iw9»). 

^  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccles.  J.  i,  c.  13.     The  learned  Assemannus  has 
brought  up  the  collateral  aid  of  the  three  Syrians,  St.  Epbrem,  Josua  > 
Stjiites,  and  Jaones  bishop  of  Sarug ;  but  I  do*  not  find  any  notice  of  . 
the  Syriac  original  or  the  archives  of  Edessa,  (Bibliot.  Orient,  torn. 
^  p.  318, 420,  554) ;  their  vague  belief  is  probably  derived  from  the 
Greeks. 

^  The  evidences  for  these  epistles  is  stated  and  rejected,  by  the  candid  \ 

Lardner,  (Heathen  Testimonies,  vol.  i,  p.  279-309).  Among  the  herd 
of  bigots  who  axe  forcibly  driven  from  this  convenientji  but  untenable, 

1 8  P**"*» 
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GHAP.  the  picture  of  Christ  ;*  the  perfect  impression  of 
\^!^l^  his  face  on  a  linen,  with  which  he  gratified  the 
faith  of  the  royal  stranger,  who  had  invoked  his 
healing  power,  and  offered  the  strong  city  of 
Edessa  to  protect  him  against  the  malice  of  the 
Jews.  The  ignorance  of  the  primitive  church 
is  explained  by  the  long  imprisonment  of  the 
image  in  a  niche  of  the  wall,  from  whence,  after 
an  oblivion  of  five  hundred  years,  it  was  releas- 
ed by  some  prudent  bishop,  and  seasonably  pre- 
sented to  the  devotion  of  the  times.  Its  first  and 
most  glorious  exploit  was  the  deliverance  of  the 
city  from  the  arms  of  Chosroes  Nushirvan ;  and 
it  was  soon  revered  as  a  pledge  of  the  divine  pro- 
mise, that  Edessa  should  never  be  taken  by  a 
foreign  enemy.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  tiie  text 
of  Procopius  ascribes  the  double  deliverance  of 
Edessa,  to  the  wealth  and  valour  of  her  citizens, 
who  purchased  the  absence  and  repelled  the  as- 
saults of  the  Persian  monarch.  He  vt^as  ignorant, 
the  profane  historian,  of  the  testimony  which  he 
is  compelled  to  deliver  in  tlje  ecclesiastical  page  of 
Evagrius,  that  the  Palladium  was  exposed  on  the  i 

post,  I  am  ashamed,  witk  the  Grabes,  Caves,  Tillemonts,  Ac.  to  dis- 
cover Mr.  Addison,  an  JBnglish  gentleman,  (his  Works,  voL.i)  p.  528* 
Bapkerville^s  edition) ;  but  his  sujierficial  tract  on  the  Christian  reli- 
gion owea  its  credit  to  his  name,  his  style,  and  the  interested  applause 
of  oiir  clergy. 

^  From  the  silence  of  James  of  Sartig,  (Asseman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  p. 
269, 31S),  and  the  testimony  of  Evagrius,  (Hist.  Ecc]e8.1..iv.v  c.  27),  I 
conclude  that  this  fable  was  invented  between  the  years  51^1  and  594, 
most  probably  after  the  siege  of  Edessa  in  540,  (.Msenpan.  torn,  i,  p* 

,  416.  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Persic.  I.  ii).  It  is  the  sword  an^  buckler  of 
Gregory  II,  (in  Epist.  i,  and  Leon.  Isaur.  Council,  tomi.  vui«  p.  656, 

^57);  of  John  Dama^cenus,  COpera,  torn,  i*  p.  28J,  edit.Lequien)r 
and  of  the  second  Nicene  Council,  .(Actio,  v«  p.  .1030)..  The  mosi 
yai^ccx  edition  may  bQ  found  in  Cedreniis,  (Compend.  p.  175*17S). 
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rampart ;  and  that  the  water  which  had  been   chap. 
sprinkled  on  the  holy  facd,  instead  of  quenching,  ^^^^^^ 
added  new  fuel  to  the  flames  of  the  besieged. 

:  After  this  important  service,  the  image  of  Edessa 
was  preserved  with  respect  and  gratitude ;  and 
if  the  Armenians  rejected  the  legend,  the  more 
credulous  Greeks  adored  the  similitude,  which 
was  not  the  work  of  any  mortal  pencil,  but  the 
immediate  creation  of  the  divine  original.  The 
style  and  sentiments  of  a  Byzantine  hymn  will 
declare  how  far  their  worship  was  removed 
from  the  grossest  idolatry.  "  How  can  we  with 
**  mortal  eyes  contemplate  this  imafge,-  whose 
**  celestial  -  splendour  the  host  of  heaven  pre- 
"  sumes  not  to  behold  ?  He  who  dwells  in 
"  heaven  condescends  this  day  to  visit  us  by  his 
"venerable  image;  He  who  is  seated  on  the 
"cherubim,  visits  us  this  day  by- a  picture, 
"  which  the  Father  has  delineated  with  his  im- 

."  maculate  hand,  which  he  has  formed  in  an  in- 
"  effable  manner,  and  which  we  sanctify  by  ador- 
^*  mg  it  with  fear  and  love."     Before  the  end  of 

•the  sixth  century,  these  images,  made  without 

.  hands,  (in  Greek  it  is  a  single  word^),  were  pro- 
pagated in  the  camps  and  cities  of  the  eastern 

'  A;^fj^«i9f4«;.  See  Oucange,  in  Gloss.  Grsc.  et  Lat.  The  subject 
is  treated  with  equal  learning  and  bigotry  by  the  Jesuit  Gretser,  (Syn- 
tagma de  Imaginibus  non  ManCi  factis,  ad  calcem  Codini  de  Oliiciis, 

..  p.>289-^30),.tbe  ass,  or  rather  the  fox,  of  kigoldstadt,  (see  the  Scali- 
gerana>  ;  with  equal  reason  and  wit  by  the  protestant  Beausobre  in  the 
ironical  controversy  which  he  has  spread  through  many  volumes  of  the 

.  Bibliotfaeque  Germanique,  (torn,  xviii,  p.  1-50 ;  xx,  p.  2t~68 ;  xxy, 
p.  1-46 ;  xxvii,  p.  85-11  ;  xxviii,p.  1-33 ;  xxxi,  j).  111-148;  xxxii, 
FiT5-1075  xxxiv,p.  67i-96).  * 
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CHAP,  empire  ;""  they  were  the  objects  of  worships  and 
^^I^!^  the  instruments  of  miracles ;  and  in  the  hour  of 
lu  copies,  danger  or  tumult,  their  Tenerable  presence  couM 
revive  the  hope,  rekindle  the  courage,  or  repress 
the  fury,  of  the  Roman  legions*  Of  these  pic- 
tures, the  far  greater  part,  the  transcripts  of  a 
human  pencil,  could  only  pretend  to  a  secondary 
likeness  and  improper  title :  but  there  were  some 
of  higher  descent,  who  derived  their  resemblanee 
from  an  immediate  contact  with  the  original,  en- 
dowed, for  that  purpose,  with  a  miraculous  and 
prolific  virtue.  The  most  ambitious  aspired 
from  a  filial  to  a  fraternal  relation  with  the 
image  of  Edessa ;  and  such  is  the  veronica  of 
Rome,  or  Spain,  or  Jerusalem,  which  Christ  in 
Lis  agotiy  and  bloody  sweat  applied  to  his  face, 
and  delivered  to  an  holy  matron.  The  fruit- 
ful precedent  was  speedily  transferred  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  the  saints  and  martyrs.  In 
the  church  of  Diospolis  in  Palestine  the  fea- 
tures of  the  mother  of  God*  were  deeply  iu* 
scribed  in  a  marble  column  :  the  East  and  West 
have  been  decorated  by  the  pencil  of  St.  Luke; 
and  the  evangelist,  who  was  perhaps  a  phy- 
sician, has  been  forced  to  exercise  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  painter,  so  profane  and  odious  in  the 

"*  Theophykct  Simocatta  (I.  ii,  c.  3,  )>.  34;  L  iii,  c.  1,  p.  63)  cele- 
brates the  fitaiUftxcv  c/xa«yc«,  which  he  styles  u^upoirctnrtv ;  yet  it  was 
BO  more  thsifi  a  copy,  since  he  adds  afx^rvvrn  ts  ixi/nv  «i  Vtiuutt  (of 
Edessa)  f^a-»tv9ffi  n  a^nraf.     See  Pagi,  tom.  ii,  A.  D.  586,  K*.  11. 

"  See  in  the  genuine  or  supposed  works  of  John  Damascenus,  two 
passages  on  the  Virgin  and  St.  Luke,  which  have  not  been  noticed 
by  Gretser,  nor  consequently  by  Beausobre,  (Opera  Joh.  Damasoep. 
torn,  i,  p.  618,  631). 
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eyes  of  the  primittTe  Christians.  This  Olympian  chap. 
Jove,  created  by  the  muse  of  Homer,  and  the  ..^^J^J^ 
chissel  of  Phidias,  might  inspire  a  philosophic 
mind  with  momentary  devotion:  but  these  catho- 
lic images  were  faintly  and  flatly  delineated  by. 
monidsfa  artists  in  the  last  degeneracy  of  taste 
^d  genius.'' 

The  w:orship  Of  images  had  stolen  into  the  <>pp«»*5<» 

*^  **  to  image 

church  by  insatisible  degrees,  and  each  petty  worship. 
step  was  pleasing  to  the  superstitious  mind,  as 
productive  of  comfort  and  innocent  of  sin.  But 
in  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  in  the 
full  magnitude  of  the  abuse,  the  more  timorous 
Greeks  were  awakened  by  an  apprehension,  that 
under  the  mask  of  Christianity,  they  had  restored 
the  Kligion  of  their  fathers:  they  heard,  with  grief 
and  impatience^  the  name  of  idolaters;  the  inces- 
sant diargeof  the  Jews  and  JMahoqietans,^whode- 
rived  from  the  lawandthekoranan  immortal  hat* 
red  togcaven  images  and  all  the  r^elative  worship. 
The  servitude  of  the  Jews  might  curb  their  zeal 
-and  depreciate  their  authority ;  ')mt  the  triumph- 
ant Mussulmans,  who  reigned  at  Damascus,  and 
threatened  Constantinople,  cast  into  the  scale  cff 
repixmch  the  accumulated  weight  of  truth  and 
victory.  The  cities  of  Syria,  Palestine,  and  E- 
gypt,  had  been  fortified  with  the  images  of  Christ, 

«  **  Your  sean^lQus  figures  stand  quite  out  from  the  canvass :  th^j 
**  are  as  bad  as  a  group  of  statues  !'*  It  was  thus  that  the  ignorance 
and  Wgotry.of  a  Greek  priest  applauded  the  pictures  of  Titian,  which 
he  had  ordered;  and'fefused  to  accopt. 

f  Bj  Cedrenus,  -Zonaras,  'Glycas,  and  Manasses,  the  origin  of  the 
Iconoclasts  is  imputed  to  the  caliph  Yezid  and  two  Jews,  who  profnised 
the  empire.to  Leo;  lind  the  reproaches  of  these  hostile  sectaries  are 
turned  into  an  absud  conspiracy  for  r  storings  the  purity  of  the 
Christiaa  warship,  (see  Spanheixn,  Hist,  Imag.  c.  2). 
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CHAP,  his  motber,  and  his  saints ;  and  each  eity  presum- 
^^hl^  ed  on  the  hope  or  promise  of  miraculous  defence. 

'  In  a  rapid  conquest  of  ten  y ears,  the  Arabs  sub- 
dued those  cities  and  these  images ;  and^  in  their 

.  opinion^  the  Lord  of  Hosts  pronounced,  a  deci- 
sive judgment  between  the  adoration  and  con- 
tempt of  these  mute  and  inanimate  idols.  For  a 
while  Edessa  had  braved  the  Persian  assaults;  but 
the  chosen  city,  the  spouse  of  Christ,  was  involved 

.  in  the.  common  ruin ;  and  his  divine  resemblance 

.  became  the  slave  and  trophy  of  the  infidels.  After 
a  servitude  of  three  hundred  years,  the  Palladium 

,  was  yielded  to  the  devotion  of  Constantinc^le, 

.  for  a  ransom  of  twelve  thousand  pounds  of  silver, 
the  redemption  of  two  hundred  Mussulmans,  and 
a  perpetual  truce  for  the  territory  of  £df  ssa."^  In 
this  season  of  distress  and  dismay,  the  eloquence 

.  of  the  monks  was  exercised  in  the  defence  of  ima- 
ges; and  they  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  sin  and 
schism  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  Orient^s  had 

^forfeited  the  favour,  and  annihilated  the  virtue,  of 
these  preciqus  syjmbols.   But  they  were  now  op- 

.  posed  by  the  murmurs  of  many  simple  or  rational 
Christians,  who  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  texts, 
of  facts,  and  of  the  primitive  times,  and  secretly 
desired  the  reformation  of  the  church.  .  As  the 
worship  of  images  had  never  been  established  by 
any  general  or  positive  law,  its  progress  in  the 

^  ^  Sec  Elmacin,  (Hist.  Saracen,  p.  267) ;  Abulpharagiua,  (Dynast. 
p.  %(yi),  and  Abulfeda,  (Annal.  Moslem,  p.  264),  and  the  Criticisms 

,of  Pagii  (torn,  iii,  A.  D.  944).  The  prudent  Franciscan  refuses  to  de- 
termine whether  the  image  of  Edessa  now  reposes  at  Rome  or  Genoa ;, 
but  its  repose  is  inglorious,  and  this  ancient  object  of  worsbip  is  no 
l9lig6r  famous  or  fashionable. 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  128 

eastern  empire  had  been  retarded,  or  accelerat*  chap. 
ed,  by  the  differences  of  men  and  manners,  the  ^^^'li^;, 
local  degrees  of  refinement,  and  the  personal 
characters  of  the  bishops.  The  splendid  devo- 
tion was  fondly  cherished  by  the  levity  of  the 
capital,  and  the  inventive  genius  of  the  Byzan- 
tine clergy,  while  the  rude  and  remote  districts 
of  Asia  were  strangers  to  this  innovation  of  sa- 
cred luxury.  Many  large  congregations  of 
Gnostics  and  Arians  maintained,  after  their  con- 
version, the  simple  worship  which  had  preceded 
their  separation ;  and  the  Armenians,  the  most 
warlike  subjects  of  Rome,  were  not  reconciled, 
in  the  twelfth  century,  to  the  sight  of  images.' 
These  various  denominations  of  men  afforded  a 
fund  of  prejudice  and  aversidn,  of  small  account 
in  the  villages  of  Anatolia  or  Thrace,  but  which, 
in  the  fortune  of  a  soldier;  a  prelate,  or  an  eu- 
nuch, might  be  often  connected  with  the  powers 
of  the  church  and  state. 

Of  such  adventurers,  the  most  fortunate  was  Le^the 
the  emperor  Leo  III,*  who,  from  the  mountains  andThii"** 
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iNicetas,  1.  ii,  p.  358).  The  Armenian  churches  are  still  content  with 
the  cross,  (Missions  du  Levant,  torn,  iii,  p.  148) :  but  surely  the  su- 
perstitious Greek  is  unjust  to  the  superstition  of  the  Germans  of  the 
xiith  century. 

'  Our  original,  but  not  impartial,  monuments  of  the  Iconoclasts  must 
be  drawn  from  the  Acts  of  the  Councils,  torn,  viii  and  ijc,  Collect.  Labb^, 
edit.  Venet.  and  the  historical  writings  of  Theophanes,  Nicepfaorus. 
Manasses,  Cedrenus,  Zonaras,  &c.  .  Of  the  modern  catholics,  Banmi- 
us,  Pagl,  Natalis  Alexander,  (Hist.  Eccles.  Seculum  viii  and  ix)«  and 
Maimbourg,  (Hist,  des  Iconoclastes),  have  treated  the  subject  with 
learning,  passion,  and  credulity.  The  ^rotestant  labours  of  Frederic 
Spanheim  (Hlstpria  Imaginarum   Restituta)  and  James  Basnage, 
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CHAP,  of  Isauria,  ascended  the  throne  of  the  East.  He 
was  ignorant  of  sacred  and  pjofane  letters  ;  but 
his  education,  his  reason,  perhaps  his  intercourse 
with  the  Jews  and  Arabs,  had  inspired  the  mar- 
tial peasant  with  an  hatred  of  images;  and  it  was 
held  to  be  the  duty  of  a  prince,  to  impose  on  his 
subjects  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  But 
in  the  outset  of  an  unsettled  reign,  during  ten 
years  of  toil  and  danger,  Leo  submitted  to  the 
meanness  of  hypocrisy,  bowed  before  the  idols 
which  he  despised,  and  satisfied  the  Roman  pontiff 
with  the  annual  professions  of  his  orthodoxy  and 
,2eal.  In  the  reformation  of  religion,  his  first 
steps  were  moderate  and  cautious;  he  assembled 
a  great  council  of  senators  and  bishops,  and 
enacted,  with  their  consent,  that  all  the  images 
should  be  removed  from  the  sanctuary  and  altar 
to  a  proper  height  in  the  churches,  where  they 
might  be  visible  to  the  eyes,  and  inaccessible  to 
the  superstition,  of  the  people.  But  it  was  im- 
possible on  either  side  to  check  the  rapid  though 
adverse  impulse  of  veneration  and  abhorrence:  in 
their  lofty  position,  the  sacred  images  still  edified 
their  votaries  and  reproached  the  tyrant.  He 
was  himself  provoked  by  resistance  and  invective; 
and  his  own  party  accused  him  of  an  imperfect 
discharge  of  his  duty,  and  urged  for  his  imita- 
tion, the  example  of  the  Jewish  king,  who  had 
broken  without  scruple  the  brazen  serpent  of  the 
temple.     By  a  second  edict,  he  proscribed  the 

(Hist,  des  Eglises  Reform^es,  torn,  ii,  1.  zxiii,  p.  1339-1385),  are  cast 
into  the  Iconoclast  scale.  With  this  mutual  aid,  and  opposite  ten- 
dency, it  is  easy  for  vt  to  ^oise  the  balance  with  philosophic  indiffer* 
eocc, 
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existence  as  well  as  the  use  of  religious  pictures;  chap. 
the  churches  of  Constantinople  and  the  pro-  ^^^^- 
vinces  were  cleansed  from  idolatry;  the  images 
of  Christ,  the  Virgin,  and  the  Saints,  were  de- 
molished, ora  smooth  surfaceof  plaster  wasspread 
orer  the  walls  of  the  edifice.  The  sect  of  the 
Iconoclasts  was  supported  by  the  zeal  and  des- 
potism of  six  emperors,  and  the  East  and  West 
were  involved  in  a  noisy  conflict  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years.  It  was  the  design  of  Leo  the 
Isaurian  to  pronounce  the  condemnation  of  i- 
mages,  as  an  article  of  faith,  and  by  the  authpri- 
ty  of  a  general  council :  but  the  convocation  of 
such  an  assembly  was  reserved  for  his  son  Coii- 
stantine  ;*  and  though  it  is  stigmatized  by  tri- 
umphant bigotry  as  a  meeting  of  fools  and  a- 
theists,  their  own  partial  and  mutilated  acts  be- 
tray many  symptoms  of  reason  and  piety.  The  Their 
debates  and  decrees  of  many  provincial  synods  constan- 
intro^uced  the  summons  of  the  general  council  ^^.^4, 
which  met  in  the  suburbs  of  Constantinople,  and 
was  composed  of  the  respectable  number  of  threfe 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  bishops  of  Europe  and 
Anatolia ;  for  the  patriarchs  of  Antioch  and  A- 
lexandria  were  the  slaves  of  the  caliph,  and  the 
Roman  pontiff  had  withdrawn  the  churches  of 
Italy  and  the  West  from  the  communion  of  the 

^  Some  flowers  of  rhetoric  are  ICtnoin  irxftivcfMt  »ai  aJin,  and  the 
biahops  roa  ftMTOM^^Mrtu  By  Dainascenits  it  is  styled  etKu^ts  *eti  «^t«- 
«•«>{,  (Opera,  torn,  i,  p.  623).  Spanheim's  Apology  for  the  Synod  of 
Constantinople  (p.  171,  &c.)  is  worked  up  with  truth  and  ingenuity, 
from  such  materials  as  he  could  find  in  the  Niceue  Acts,  (p.  1046, 
&c.).  The  witty  John  of  Damascus  converts  tTt^Mmt  into  tin^xtrftst 
makes  them  4ut?MhXusi  slaves  of  their  belly,  &c.  Opera,  torn.  i|  p.  306. 
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CHAP.    Greeks.  This  Byzantine  synod  assumed  the  mnk 
^^^^'    and  powers  of  the  seventh  general  council ;  yet 
even  this  title  was  a  recognition  of  the  six  pre- 
ceding assemblies  which  had  laboriously  built  the 
struclure  of  the  catholic  faith.     After  a  serious 
deliberation  of  six  months,  the  three  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  bishops  pronounced  and  subscribed  an 
unanimous  decree,  that  all  visible  symbols  of 
Christ,  except  in  the  Eucharist,  were  eitb^  blfis- 
phemous  or  heretical;  that  image  worship  was  a 
corruption  of  Christianity  and  a  renewal  of  pa- 
ganism ;  that  all  such  monuments  of  idolatry 
should  be  broken  or  erased ;  and  that  those  who 
should  refuse  to  deliver  the  objects  of  their  private 
superstition,  were  guilty  of  disobedience  to  the 
authority  of  the  church  and  of  the  emperor.    In 
their  loud  and  loyal  acclamations,  they  celebrated 
the  merits  of  their  temporal  redeemer ;  and  to 
his  zeal  and  justice  they  intrusted  the  execution  of 
their  spiritual  censures.  At  Constantinople,  as  in 
the  former  councils,  the  will  of  the  prince  was  the 
rule  of  episcopal  faith  ;  but,  on  this  occasion,  I 
am  inclined  to  suspect  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
prelates  sacrificed  their  secret  conscience  to  the 
Their        temptations  of  hope  and  fear.     In  the  long  night 
of  superstitipn,  the  Christians  had  wandered  far 
away  from  the  simplicity  of  the  gospel*,  nor  was 
it  easy  for  them  to  discern  the  clue,  and  tread 
back  the  mazes,  of  the  labyrinth."  The  worship 
of  images  was  inseparably  blended,  at  least  to  a 
pious   fancy,   with   the  cross,  the   Virgin,  the 
saints  and  their  relics :  the  holy  ground  was  in- 
volved in  a  cloud  of  miraclea  and  yiisions ;  and 


creed. 
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the  nerves  of  the  mind,  curiosity  and  Scepticism;  chap. 
were  benumbed  by  the  habits  of  obedience  and  ^^^^ 
belief.  Constantine  himself  is  accused  of  in- 
dulging a  royal  license  to  doubt,  or  deny,  or 
deride  the  mysteries  of  the  catholics,**  but  they 
were  deeply  inscribed  in  the  public  and  private 
creed  of  his  bishops;  and  the  boldest  Iconoclast 
might  assault  with  a  seca^et  horror,  the  monuments 
of  popular  devotion,  which  were  consecrated  ta 
the  honour  of  his  celestial  patrons.  In  the  re* 
formation  of  the  sixteenth  century,  freedom  and 
knowledge  had  expanded  all  the  faculties  of  man; 
the  thirst  of  innova^tion  superseded  the  reverence 
of  antiquity^  and  the  vigour  of  Europe  could  dis^ 
dain  .those  phantoms  which  terrified  the  sickly 
and  servile  weakness  of  the  Greeks. 

The  scandal  of  an  abstract  heresy  can  be  only  Their  per- 
proclaimed  to  the  people  by  the  blast  of  the  ec-  the^n!^^ 
clesiastical  trumpet ;  but  the  most  ignorant  can  JJ^^^^ 
perceive,  the  most  torpid,  must  feel,  the  profana-  a.  d.  72«- 
tion  and  downfal  of  their  visible  deities.     The 
first  hostilities  of  Leo  were  directed  against  alofty 
Christ  on  the  vestibule,  and  above  the  gate,  of 
the  palace.     A  ladder  had  been  planted'  for  the 
assault^  but  it  was  furiously  shaken  by  a  crowd  of 
zealots  and  women:  they  beheld,  with  pious  trans- 
port, the  ministers  of  sacrilege  tumbling  from  oa 
high,  and  dashed  against  the  pavement;  and  the 
honours  of  the  ancient  martyrs  were  prostituted  to 

"  He  is  accused  of  proscribing  the  title  of  saint ;  styling  the  Vir- 
gin, mother  of  Christ!  conaparing  her  after  her  deliveiy  to  an  empty 
purse;  of  Arianism^  Nestorianism,  &c. .  In  his  defence,  Spanheim  (c. 
iv,  p.  207)  is  somewhat  embarrassed  between  the  interest  of  a  pro-» 
te^tant  and  the  duty  of  an  orthodox  divine. 
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CHAP,  these  criminals^  who  justly  suffered  for  murder 
^^'^  and  rebellion.'  The  esecuticHi  of  the  imperial 
eitict  wasFesisled  byfrequent  tumiilts  in  Ccnstan- 
tin(^le  and  the  pi»ovinc^s:  the  person  of  Leo  was 
endangeredy  his  oiBters  were  massacred,  and  the 
popular  enthusiasm  was  quelled  by  the  strongest 
effcHts  of  the  civil  and  military  power.*  Of  the 
Archipelago,  or  Holy  Se£^  the  numerous  Islands 
were  filled  with  images  and  monks;  their  Totaries 
abjured,  without  scruple,  the  enemy  of  Chrfet, 
his  mother,  and  the  saints:  they  armed  a  fleet  of 
boats  and  galleys,  displayed  (heir  consecrated  ban- 
bers,  and  bpkUy  steered  for  the  harbour  e€  Con- 
stantinople, to  place  on  the  throne  a  nfiwfaTourite 
of  God  and  the  people.  They  depended  en  the 
succour  of  a  miracle ;  but  their  miracles  were 
inefficient  against  th^  Greek  fire ;  a«»l^  after  the 
defeat  and  conflagration  of  their  fl^et,  the  naked 
islands  were  abandoned  to  tSedetnefec;^  or  j«fistice 
of  the  conqueror.  The  s(m  of  Leo,*m'4he  first 
year  of  his  reign,  had  undertaken  an  e^ipedltion 
against  the  Saracens :  during  bis  absence,  the  ca- 
pital, the  palace,  and  the  purple,  Were  occitpied 
by  his  kinsman  Artavasdes,  the  ambitious  cham- 
pion of  the  orthodox  faith.  The  wor^i|>  of 
images  was  triumphantly  restored:  the  patriarch 
renounced  his  dissimulation,  or  dissembled  his  sen- 
timents; and  the  righteous  claim  of  the  usurper 
was  acknowledged,  both  in  the  hew,  Wid  in  an- 

*  The  holy  confessor  Tbeophanes  approves  the  piirfci)>te  etf  ^eir 
rebellion,  Si^i^  x/«»/t«v«_  f«Xy,  (p.  S30).  *  Gr^gOry-  II  (M  IS^st.  i,  ad 
Imp.  Leon.  Concil..  torn,  viii,  p.  .661,  664r)  afvplaudsthe  zeal  df  the 
Bjzantine' women  who  killed  the  imperial  officeM/^       *  .  t  •    - 


tient  Boma    Constantine  flew  for  refuge  to  "his 
|)atemal  mountains;  but  he  descended  at  the 
head  of  the  bold  and  affectionate  Isaurians ;  and 
his  final  rictory  confounded  the  arms  and  predic* 
tions  cf  the  fanatics.    His  long  reign  was  dis« 
traded  with  clamour,  sedition,  conspiracy,  and 
mutual  hatred,  and  sai^guifiiary  revenge:  the 
persecution  of  images  <iiRas  the  motive,  or  pre« 
tence,.  of  his  adversanes ;  and,  if  they  missed  a 
tempWflA  diadem,  they  were  rewarded  by  the 
Gredcs  with  the  crown  «f  martyrdom.    In  eve- 
ry act  of  open  and  clandestine  treason,  the  em« 
penw  felt  the  unforgiving  enmity  of  the  monks, 
the  faithful  slaves  of  the  superstition  to  which 
they  owed  their  riches  and  influence.    They 
prayed,  they  preached,  they  absolved,  they  in- 
flamedy  th^  eon^ired;  the  solitude  of  Pales* 
tine  poused  forth  a  torrei^t  -^f  invective;  and 
the  pen  of  ^  John  Damascenus,^  the  last  of  the 
Greek  fathers,  devoted  the  tyrant's  head,  both 
in  this  world  and  the  next."     I  am  not  at  let- 

7  John,  or  Hansur,  tras  n  wlble  Chrtfltkin  df  Damascus,  ivho  held 
a  consnterable  ofBetin  the  servlee  of  th«  caliph.  His  leal  in  the  cause 
of  images  exposed  him  to  the  resentmeitt  and  treachery  of  the  Gre^ 
•emperor  ;  and  on  the  suspicion  of  a  treasonable  correspondence,  'he 
was  deprived  of  bis  v^t  hondi  which  was  miraculottsiy  restored  Ijy 
the  Virgfai*  A^ter  thit  deliverance,  be  resigned  bis  office,  distributed . 
his  wealth,  and  buried  himself -in  the  monastery  t)f  St.  Sabas,  between 
Jerusalem  «nd  the  Dead  Sea.  The  legend  is  famous ;  but  his  learn- 
ed editor,  fhther  Lequien,  has  unluckily  proved  that  St.  John  Damas- 
•cenus  was  ahneady  a  «3onk  before  the  Iconoclast  dispute,  (Opera,  torn* 
i«  Vit.  St.  Joan.  Damascen.  p.  10-13,  et  Kotas  ad  loc). 

'  After  sending  Leo  to  the  devil,  he  introduces  his  heir— 4-0  ^u«««» 
ffpre  yifmfutt  ^mt  ruf  mmums  uvm  ttXnfoffMt  c»  htrX^  yttofitvi.  (Opna 
Damaseen.  torn,  i,  p.  625).  If  the  authenticity  of  this  piece  be  sus- 
picious, we  are  sure  that  in  other  wor^s,  no  longer  extant,  Damasce- 
Rus  bestowed  on  Constantine  the  title  of  >:«>  2f«;c/<c^,  Xfitoft^p^cf,  ^mv»- 
i   ymy  (torn,  i,  p.  306> 

VOX.  IX,  K 


iSO  THB  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

c«AP.  sure  to  examine  how  fer  the  monks  piwrokedf^ 
^!;L>.  nor  how  much  they  havfe  exaggerated,  their  real 
aaid  pretended  suffieriftg^  nor  hoir  marrf  lost 
their  lives  or  limbs,  theftr  eyes  or  their  beards, 
hy  the  cruelty  of  the  emperop;  From  the^^has- 
tisemtot  of  individuals,  he  proceeded  to  tfapealxi- 
lition  of  the  order ;  and,  as  It  was  ^eakhg^  and 
useless,  h\&  resentment  might  be  s^inuilAted  by 
avarice  and  justified  by  patriotism.  l%e  for* 
midalile  name  and  mission  of  the  JDragotij^  his 
visitor-general,  excited  the  teiTor  and  abhorrence 
of  the  bl(Zck  nation :  the  religious  comtHunities 
w'ere  dissolved,  the  buildings  were  converted  in- 
to magazines,  or  barracks ;  the  lands,  moveables, 
Bind  cattle,  were  confiscated ;  and  our  nr»ldern 
precedents  will  support  the  charge,  that  much 
wanton  or  malicious  havoc  was  exercised  against 
the  relics,  and  even  the  books,  of  Ih^  monftete- 
ries.  With  the  habit  and  profession  of  moaks, 
the  public  and  private  worship  of  images  was 
rigorously  proscribed ;  and  it  should  seem,  that 
a  solemn  abjuration  of  idolatry  was  exa^Mli  irt>m 
the  subjects,  or  at  least  from  the  clergy,'^  <$f?  the 
eastern  empire-'* 
surte  of  The  patient  East  abjured,  with  reluetanoev  her 
sacred  images ;  they  were  fondly  cherished;^  and 

- >  ■ ,    •      i    '••    i..  --. 

*  In  the  narrative  of  t,his  peri^e^utipi^jD^qm  Tli^pfiaffj8,wiji  .Ce^re- 
nus,  Spanheim  (p.  235-r^38)  is  Ixappy  to  compare  the  Z)raco  of  Leo 
with  the  dragoons  (Draconti)  of  LowiaXIV  i  aM'Ki^kly  soIft^e^kfiB* 
self  with  t)7is  cont]:<}vcrsial  pun.        >.    »      :  ,.{       ,,  |jr.j.r 

n*'<f*y  %tM9mj   (Damaseeiu    Op.   totti^  U  ^i  .6S5)#.  ^n^hlH.olNJ^  -fvid 
8ul}!3criptiojn  |  do  not  r^meiiaber  to  lm%  9«ea  in  an;  wof erix  cob^^'*^ 
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yigmnAj  defended,  by  the.  i&dependeat  ceid  fif  ovm^. 
the  Italians.  In  ecclesiastical  ractk  and  jumdic*  ^^^^^ 
tion,  the  patriarch  o£Coap|fMB^inopleaiid4h€)p«fte 
of  Rome  were  nearly  eqipaJL  But  Abe  Gi^e^ff  e« 
]ate  was  a  doti^festic  sdave  under  the;  eye  «f  t  lua 
master;  at  whose  nod  be  alternately  p^sed  kmu 
the  coanent  to  thetthroae,  and  from  t&e  thrond 
to  the  conirc^t.  A  distant  and  dangerous  8ta« 
tion,  amidst  the  barbarifins  of  the  West,  excited 
the  spirit  and  freedom  of  the  Latin  bish<>ps4 
Their  popular  election  atideared  them  to  the  Ro- 
mans;  the* public  and  private  indigence  waa  re- 
lieved by  their  ample  revenue;  and  the  weak-* 
ness  or  nciglect  of  l^e  emperors  compelled  them 
to  coBSulfcy  both  in  peace  and  war,  the,  temporal 
safety  of  the  city.  In  the  school  of  adversity^ 
the  ptdet^^insenfiibly  imbibed  the  virtues  and  the 
ambition  of  a  prince;  the  same  character  Mra$  a3» 
sumedi  the  9ftme  policy  was  adopted,  by  the  Ita*- 
liaa,  the  Greek,  or  the  Syrian,  who  ascended  the 
chair  <rf  St.  Peter ;  and,  after  the  loss  of  her  le- 
mons aftd;  provinces,  the  genius  and  fortune  of 
the  popes  again  restored  the  supremacy  of  Rome. 
It  is  agreed,  that  in  the  eighth  century,  their  do- 
wijiion  was  founded  on  rebellion,  and  that  the 
rebellion, Fas  produced,  aud  justified,  by  the  he-^ 
Tesy  of  the  Iconoclasts ;  but  the  conduct  of  the 
seconded  third  Gregory,  in  this  memorablecon- 
t€st,  i$o^y^jPU$ly  interpreted  by  the  wishes  of 
their  friends  and  enemiesv  The  Byzantine 
writers  unanimously  declare,  that,  after  a  fruit- 
>J^  admonition,  they  pronounced  the  separation 
ofttte'East  and  W^st,  and  derived  the  saerile- 

.     k2    '     • 
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CRAK  gious  tyrant  of  the  revenue  and  fiK>v^«%&if 
««^i^  of  Italy.  Their  excommaniGittkp  is  itill  ra^re 
^leariy  expressed  by  tJtm  Greeks^  wha  bebeld  tfae 
^ccomplisfament  of  the  papal  triiuBphft ;  and  as 
they  are  more  strongly  attached  to  their  tt&fftsx 
than  to  then*  country^  they  fram.  Instead  of 
blaming,  tiie  zeal  and  orthodoxy  of  these  pfos^ 
lieal  men/  The  mo^ero  cbampionsii  of  Rome 
«re  eagier  to  accept  the  praise  nnd  the  precedfpt: 
this  great  and  glorious^ainpleof  the  depositiojHf 
royalheretics  is  celebrated  by  thecardinabBarooi- 
us  and  Bellarmine  -^  and  if  they  are  asked,  vbjr 
the  same  thunders  were  not  hurled  agajbrist  the 
N«ros  and  Julians  of  antiquity  ?  they  reply,  tjbat 
the  weakness  of  the  piimi^ve  church  wtfs'tfi^i^ 
^ause  of  her  patient  loyalty^  .  On  t^s  $cc^|$^' 
the  efi^cts  of  love  and  hatred  afe  the  ^fBsm^isxA 
(be  zealous  protestants,  whp  seei^  t^  kio^dl^  Ac 
-indignation,  and  to  alarm  the  ri«MS#  ^i.j^m^^ 

l^hcophanes,  (Chronograph,  p.  343).  l^or  thi^  Gregory  it  sff ledbfCe-. 
4i«nu8  anff  mcF»^»Xin^i  ({>.  450).  TkmwSnJi  i(NBcifi«s  «hC4feBA4e^l«K- 
hfM^rt  rw^Mif,  (torn,  ii,  I.  XT,  p.  liH»  105).  It  may  be  otaenred,  i^ 
the  Greeks  are  apt  to  confound  the  times  and  aetiobs  ol*  tw^^^c^' 
"Vies."     '  •'  ~  -.i  .  ■  *     f.A    ::^",i.  ':..- 

"^  '  See  Baronitis,  Ann«t.  Eecli^.  A.'D..730f ».  4<^4:^«i|Wini'-«K- 
emplum !  Bellarmin,  de  Romano,  Pcptifice,  1/  v,  'c:.^i  nMtcilaiat  earn 
parte  imperii.  Sfgoirfas,  deRegha  Ittiltae/l.^t^l^lM^Sf  tM^tiiv'^ 
1S9.  Y^t  such  is  l^e  change  6t  IMf^-tMi  SH|8ff1lia4»eoitf^ted  ^ 
'the  editor  of  Milan,  Pbilippns  Aii{^)aiu«,  ft  Jiofiy^nestf,  and  fuk^tof 

the  pope.  '         .i      r -I.  r: 

\  '  Qnod  si  Chrl^iftni  bHm  non  depoi^ti^rmit  NfeftrtWf 'rtiiilttaaniflP* 
*"  I^  Aiit  (fiila  ^eerant  yifes  tenKporaies  Christitinie^  ^(fetortdst  Bellarmiitey 
*^i^  ftom.  Pont.  t.  vyti  7).  Cardinal  Perron  adds  a  ^ttHctton  tnere 
'ihohdurkbl^  to  the  i^i^^ptlhVikianf^,  IM^n^  fitf^e  sal^MllclNfr^to  fsodcrn 
*lJ^i&G^'^th%  tfeaa^n  6f  htf eti^^^  who)»rMiff  thdf  oalh^ 

Ulie  tliair  coin,  and  renountelfivfr  aUcglatice  t^  Christ  and  hUvicai> 
iPerroniana,  p.  89).?  Jl     , 
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M  idagtstrates,  expatiate  oh  the  liifldeBce  and  e  h  a  p. 
treason  ^rthe^tw^oGregoriesagaiBfit. their lanrful  J^^!^^ 

derate  cfl»ibi>B€8,  for^he  mostpairt^  cif  the  Gal- 
licw^flrtdrcll/  iHk>^  respect  the  aaiot*  vithovft 
ap]tfoffiigr  th«.fihi.  Y'Hiede  ONmnon^adroQatea  ^ 
ifi^^3P0«i^  linii>  tbe^»^re  ciroumssi^  the  iru/t^ 
of  fa€tl<l>y  tteMld  of  equity,  8(!i*^tufef  «)d  t«(^ 
ditiM^^lild  appesii  to  the  evidence  <>£  iha^liatiiW' 
and  tie»'ii«^  ttd  i^pisttes  of  ti^hpepea  ti»ei|i^ 

.f1S^l^^a|«SiBieii»  tlK  oiutipus  BAinsge,  (Hist,  de  rEgUsef^f* 
ISiSO,  I35i)t  aM  the  vehement  Spanheim,  (Hist.  Imaginum),  #lil>i 
with  ao  fidiftiiiiMoffe,  tftui  in  the  ftotatepa  itf  tM  cfnkuaiittD^Bf    . 

»  Sje  J*auiioy,  (Opera  tooi.  v,  pars  iU  epist.  vii,  t,  p.  456-474) ; 
^atalis  'idexander^  (Hist.  N6v.  ToBtamenti,  seail.  vHi,  dUsert^  ir  |^ 

Cifil^[^J^tooay  t^fO.  !•  |t^3n-320)«  a  disciple  oi"  the' Gallicaii 
scho^.*  InUie  field  of  controversy  I  always  pity  the  niddeT(ft"te  pdf^t 
wb0*«fibd'da  th0  <f]^  nuddU  grdiSiid.  expoMd  to  t>0|rt  of^oth 
lite 

^  Xhey  appealed ^  Paul  Warnef^id,  or  Diaconus*  (de  Gestlt  Lango*  ^ 

Wd.  i.  vi» «.  4#,  pw  500,  507,  in  Script,  f  tal.  Muratod,  toin;  i,  pani), 
•idihidMilipsa  A|)^9aii^  <de  Vlt.  Ppnt.  in  Muratori,  torn,  iii^  pari 
^i  <>rcp«i«s  y«|K.i^4;  Gregorius  III,  p.  158 ;  Zacharias/p.  16l  ; 
^tephamiB  nit  pi  1^^;  Pauius,  p.  172;  Stephanus  tV,  p.  174;  Ha- 
^rianuBi  p.  179  ;  Leo  111,  p.  195).  Yet  I  may  remark,  thli^  the  tni« 
^mtmt»,  f^^^  ^pd^e^pHiai,  «IU..|U»),  and  tbc  H^oria  Mi*- 
c«llV(L  uu,  p.  151,  in  torn,  i^  Sfript.  Xui),  both  of  theixth  ccntuiy» 
transhileafid  approve  the  Greek  tex^  of  Theophan^l; 

^  With  «Q»f  w^vm  #||rr«nc«,  titt  QKMtt  learned  critiesi  l,}ieuMi^ 
^•Bi«a,  aeh^ie9tr«(^  Ci^rnxj^ioU  ^ianchini,  Muratori,  (Prplegomeii/^ 
14  totn.  ifi,  ^acB  1),  are  agreed  thtt  the  Liber  Pontificaiis  wa9  caan* 
PHcd  aDd  CP»j^nH<M  ky*  4«  4t{f^i^$»l  Ub^:f«1i[Q|.)i^d  QOt^Uiefll  of  thtt 
viath  aatt  ii$h<i9rnt«urif»,^fn#  |^^  the  last  .and  if^lieiit  ^t  is  tb« 
vtrk  of  AuMtalittfl^  ^rhfi^a  ii^nit  it  Mrs;  T](^e  ^4t|7le  Is  b«r<>iurou4^ 
the  aanrative  partyj^4l)e  details; ari^;  j(^iflin|^)^t  Jit  must  he  rf i^  a# 
*  outiwis  m»4m'Xhm^ap^m4iPfi^^^A}«^^  TiS^jqjfStles  of _tlii«  pff >• 
»<disj^aedlBthev«lttaiespCG^^j|t(c^       ,  ;,,  .       /    ,|,J 


cWap.    *  Twer  oHgiiial  ephrtles  from  Gnegor^  II  to  tie 

x^"^\^  emperbf  Leo;  are  stiB'extant  ;*  and  if  they  can- 

Epietics  of  not  be  praised  as  the  most  perfect  models  of  elo- 

nirS^     quettce  ^n'd  logic,  they  exhibit  the  pfortrait,  or 

emperor,    at  kdst  the^kiBsk,  oC  ttie  foufid^p  of  the  papal 

A  D  727 

*  moiiarc^.  **  Dwing  ten  pure!  and  fortunate 
^  yiears,^  says^Gpegorir  to  the  emptor,  ^me  have 
^  tasted  the  annual  comfort  of  your  rdyrfi  letters, 
•*  subscribed  in  purple  ink,  witfc  your^trhrhtind, 
**  thi  sacred  pledges  of  your  attachment' to  the 
**  orthodox  creed  of  our  fathers.  •  How  deplor- 
"  able  is  the  change!  how  tremendous  the  scan- 
**  dal !  Yoq  now  accuse  the  catholics  of  idcBatry ; 
**  and,  by  the  accusation,  you  betray  yimr^  own 
**  impiety  and  ignorance.  To  thfe  ignon^ce  we  . 
"  are  compelled  to  adapt  tbe  grossness  of  ouf 
"  style  and  argument-s  i  tdie  first  elements  bf  holy 
**  letters  are  sufficient  for  your  confusidn!^  and 
^^were  you  to  enter  a  grammar-school,  and  avow 
^  yourself  the  enemy  of  our  worship,  thie  simple 
"  aiid  pious  children  would  be  provoked  tb  cast 
*•  their  horn-boolis  at  your  head/'-  After^'tbis 
decent  salutation,  the  pope  attempts  tfife  Usual 
^  distinction  between  the  idols  of  antiquity  and 
the  Christian  images.  The  forfhei?*  ^feite^  Irhe 
fginciful  representations  of  pliantoms  or  demons, 
ki^-^a^tirne  when  the  true  God  h^  not  mani- 
jfested  his  person  in  any  visible  lik^ne^s:  '^The 

*  The  two  epistJfeS  of  Gregory  II  have  "becii  preserved  in  tliV  Acts. 
Wf  the  Nicene  Coiaijcil,  <tom.  vJii,  p.'^51-6W)»'  ■  TH^f  ai^  "vitfl^iout  a 
date,  which  is  Titirioiisly  fixeA,  by  Baronius  in  the  year  flffi,  by  Mo- 
•ratori  (Annali  d^!  tali  a,  torn,  vi,  p.  120)  in  1729,  and  by  Pa^  in  730. 
^Such  is  the  forcfeof  prejudice,  ihat  smne' papists  iwve  j^nfisedth^e goci^ 
.isens^  atid  tnoder«tion  of  these  letters* 
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litter  are  the  genuine  forms  of  Christ,  his  mother,  ch  a  p. 
and  his  saints^  .who  had  approved,  hj  a  crowd  of 
miracles,  the  innocence  and  merit  of  this  relative 
wor^iip.  He  must  indeed  have  trusted  to  the  ig- 
norance of  Leo,  since  he  could  assert  the  perpe- 
tual use  of  images.,  from  the  {qiostolic  age,  and 
their  venerable  presence  m  the  six  synods  of  the 
catholic  church,  A  more  specious  argument  is 
draw«nufrom  present  possession  and  recent  prac*- 
tice :  the  harmony  of  the  Christian  world  su« 
persedes  the  demand  of  a  general  council ;  and 
Gregory. frankly  confesses, 'that  such  assemblies 
can  ozdy  be  useful  under  the  reign  of  an  ortho^ 
do^  prince.  To  the  impudent  and  inhuman 
Lao^  QUa^e  guilty  than  an  heretic,  he  recom- 
m^nd^  peace,  silence,  and  implicit  obedience  to 
hiSkifi^iritiialgMidfs  of  Constantinople  and  Rome. 
Th^  lMiait^>  ^f  civil  and  ecclesiastical  powers  are 
defiijfte4,Tbyithfi  pc^ntiif.  To  the  former  he  ap- 
{fff^iatas  the  body  ;  to  the  latter,  the  soul :  the 
sw.ordtof,  Justice  is  in  the  bands  of  the  magis- 
jUf^te  ^^t^  more-  Ibrmidahle  weapon  of  excom- 
n^^I)ieatipn  is  intrusted  to  the  clergy ;  and  in 
t^Q  e;f^€i^^,  of  their  divine  Commission,  a  zeal- 
i^  s/^j^^w'tA  i^ot^spare  his  offending  father :  the 
s^^^s^rt.  of,,  St.  Peter  may  lawfully  chastise 
th^^nJ^iij^  ^f  th€(  earth.  ^'  You  assault  us,  O 
*^,tryrant  Lwjjth  a  carnal  and  military  hand :  un- 
"  armed'  and  naked,  we  can  only  implore  the 
**  Christy  the  prince  of  the  heavenly  host,  that 
**  he  will  send  unto  you  a  devil,  for  the  destruc- 
^*  tipR  of  your  body  and  the  salvation  of  your 
^  soul.     You  declare,  with  foolish  aiyogancet  I 
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c  H  A 1^   **^  Will  despatdi  my  orders  to  Rome:  I  wM  brMit 
Jlt!^  **  ia  pieces  the  image  of  St  Peters;  mndi^rfgorf, 
'  **  like  his  predeoeaso»Martu»9  shuH  be  transport- 
^  ed  in  chains^  and  ia  exiles  to  the  foot  of  the  im- 
^  perial  tbrosii^^A  Would  to  God;,  that  I.  might 
^  be  permitted  U>  tread  in  the  footstejps  of  the 
^  holy  Martin ;  but  may  the  fate  of  Consfams: 
^  serve  as  a^  waroiag  to  the  persecutors  of  the 
^>  church*    After  his  just  qoiideBinatiou  by  the 
*'  bisbq^is  of  SicHy»  the  tyrant  was  cut  oC  in 
*^  the  fulness  of  bis  sins^  by  a  domestit  sei^fiBt : 
**  thesaint  is  stiUadored  by  the  natioDs  of  Scjthia,^ 
^  among  whom^  he  ended;  his  banisiiment  aad  his 
*^  life.    But  it  is  ouv  duty  to  lo^e  for  the  edifica^ 
"^  tion  and  support  of  the  laithfu)  people ;  nor 
**  are  we  reduced  to.  risk  our  safety  on  the  event 
^  of  a  combat,     incapable  as  you  are  of'  de^ 
^fending  your  Roman  subjects,  the  maritime 
^^  situation  of  the  city  may  perhaps  expose  it  to^ 
^  your  depredation ;  but  we  can  remove  to  the 
^  distance  of  four-and-twenty  stadia}  to  the  first 
**  fortress  of  the  Lomliards,  and  then^r—^^yoii 
^  may  pursue  the  winds*   Are  you  ignorant  that 
'^  the  popes  are  the  bond  of  union^  tbe  mediators 
*^  of  peace  between  the  East  and  West  ?  The* 
^  eyes  of  the  nations  are  fixed  on  our  humility ;: 

'  £i«M^-nr#a^«t  ftC^m  vw^l^fn^u  i  Afxtt^Uf^Vmfuif  fir  «■«»  ;^w{«»  tut? 
Kmftirafmtt  ttm  virmyt  It^ev  r9t  ttMfOtt,  (R)ttftt.  i»  p.  664).  This  prosi* 
ttity  of  the  Lombards  is  hard  of  digention.  Catnillo  BeUogriiii  {XOm^ 
.  '  seit.  iv,  de  Ducatft  Beneventi^  in  tb«  Seciptk  ItaL  toin.  v,  p,  179*  ITS) 
forcibly  reckons  the  zxivth  tt«dia»  not  from  Borne,  butfi]0|n  theSailtt 
of  tho  aoman  durtchy,  lo  the  first  fortress,  periu^  Soiti,  orUM4«iB»- 
hardstf  I  rather  believe-that  Gregocy,  with  the|>edaiitry  •f  Ham  9^ 
mmpioys  stadia  for  miles,  without  muck  in^j^y  int^  the-^uiitfk 
measur-c 


*^  and  Aejr  revere,  as  tf  <}od  npm  efert^,  the  ciIaK 
«  qK»Ue  St.  Peter,  ^ose  image  you  threaten  to  J^Z^ 
«  derfwy  *    The  t?«*ld«e^«ttid  ftiteriof  kitt^tf<*ftls  *^ 
"  of  the  West  pi^ent  tite^  hdtx%e  to  ehriM  aitd 
'^  his  vicegtevent ;  and  we'niow  prepare 'tb^'inlMt 
""  one  of  theb  mbsi  potrerfut  monarehs,  '\4^ho  de*' 
"^  sires  to  revive  from  our  hands  tbesacrafaieht  of 
"  baptism^^    l?he  barbartdns  have  ^iAmh«e!d  ta 
"  the  y(^<^'«he  gospel,  vrtiUe  you  aton^'  are 
*"  dearth  thetoice  of  the  shepherd.    These  pions^ 
^  barbftruma  ai^kindted  into  rage :  they  thh*st  to 
**  avenge  the  persecntion  of  the  East.    Abanfdon 
**  your  rash  and  ffftaJ  enterprise;  reflect^  tremMe, 
"  and  repmt.     If  ydu  persist,  we  are  innocent  of 
""  Ihe  bfood  that  will  bespilt  m  thecontest  rmay 
"  it  fell  on  yonr  own  he^d." 

Tl*  flr^t  assttult  of  Leo  agamst  the  images  of  J^^J**^ 
ConsCatitlnoplie  had  been  witnessed  l^  a  crowd  of  a.  d!  t» 
strangttps  fhMtt  Italy  and  the  West,  who  related*"^ 
with  gfM  and  indignation  the  sacrflege  of  the 
emperor.    Bnt  on  the  reception  of  his  proscrip* 
tire  edict,  they  trembled  §br  their  domestic  deities ; 
the  images  of  Christ  and  tfee  Virgin,  of  the  angels, 
martyrs^  and  ssShts,  were  abolished  in  all  the 
churches  df  ^tfaly ;  and  a  strong  alternative  was 
■I".'  .    ■  '  >  '       - 

*  An  Ttit-  wwvt^  Wt»r ««.  Xtytfit*f9  Smvmv,  (p.  ^^)*  Ttut  pope 
appears  tfi  have  imposed  on  the  igaonuice  of  the  Greeks ;  li«  livod 
aDddtf4i8Ltl>ftlAtenin;  and  in  iiis  time  aU  the  kiiigdomt  of  «li» 
West  had  onbraoed  Clifistifnltjr«'  .May  not  tkU  unluMwn  StpUtum 
have  some  ttfiBrsiice  tee  flic  chief  oi  the  &iKOft  B^ptatthf^  to  Ina  klaf 
of  Wessex,  wfaa^  iitOikA.pant^lkcte  of  i^regory  11,  visited  Rom*  for 
the|Qrpo«e,  <Mft4yf J»pluunyhut|tf>9»Vi<^"<«^  ^Pi««»  ^  O* ^^  ^^ 
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CHAPt  proposed  to  the  Koinan  pontiff,  the  royal  layout 
^^1^1^  ^  tb^  price  .of  his  coixipliaj3ce»  degradation  and 
exile  as  the  p<&nalty  of  his  disobedience.  Neither 
^al  nor  policy  allowed  him  to  he$ijtate;  ai^ithe 
haughty  strain  an  which  Gregory  .49iddresa^  the 
emperor  displays  his  confidence  in  th^e  tr^tb  of 
his  doctrine  or  the  powers  of  resistance^  Without 
depending  on  pr^ayers  or  nfiiracles,  he  boldly  armed 
against  the  public  enemy,  and  hi3  pastpral  l^Uers 
admonished  the  Italians  of  their  danger  and  their 
duty."*  At  this  signal,  Ravenna,  Venjk^,  an4:tbe 
cities  of  the  exarchate  and  Pentapolis,  adb^^d  to 
the  cause  of  religion  ;  their  military  force  i^  sea 
and  land  consisted,  for  the  most  part,  of  th&  na- 
tives ;  and  the  spirit  of  patriotism  aad  zea}  was 
transfused  into  the  mercenary  strangers*  Xhelta- 
lians  swpre  to  live  and  die  in  the  defence  of  tlie 
pope  and  the  holy  images;  the  Roman. people 
was  devoted  to  their  father,  and  eveQ  the,,Xiom- 
bards  were  ambitious  to  share  the  nj^nyt  ^J^  ad- 
vantage of  this  holy  war.  The  most  ^rqasonnble 
act,  but  the  most  obvious  revenge,  >v^aSj|tfcye  de- 
struction of  the  statues  of  J^eo  himself;  th^f^j|;qost 
effectual  and  pleasing  measure  of  rebellion,  w  as 
the  with-holding  the  tribute  of  Italy,  ^id^  de- 
priving him  of  a  power  which  he  had  retcently 

*  I  shall  transcribe  the  important  and  dedsive  passage  of  the  Liber 
Pontificalis.  Rcspiciens  ergo  pius  vir  profanaot  principis  jussRsicixty 
jam  contra  Imperatorem  quasi  contra  hottem  se  armsl^^^  readeos  fae* 
resim  ejus,  aeribens  ubique  9e  cavere.ChcistiaiiQS*  eo  qiiod  orta-  fuis- 
aet,  impietaa  talis.  Igitur  permott  omnea  Pentapolenaea*  ntqvtK  Ve» 
netiarumexercituc  contra  Impenitoris  juasionein  rcMfiteetintrf  dieea* 
•tesse  nunquam  In  eju$clem  ponfificia  condeacendfire  necem^'taed  pt9 
ejus  maj;l8  defehsicne  viriliter  deccrtarei  (p.  156>. 
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ibused  by  tbe  imposition  of  a  new  capitatlbn.''  chaf. 
A  form  of  adinfnistration  was  preserved  by  the 
election  of  magistrates  and  governors :  and  so 
high  was  the  public  indignatioi^,  that  the  Italians 
were  prepared  to  create  an  orthodox  emperor,  and 
to  conduct  him  with  a  fleet  aiid  army  to  the  pa- 
lace of  Constantinople.  In  that  palace,  the  Ro^ 
man  bishops,  the  second  and  third  Gregory,  were 
condemned  as  the  authors  of  the  revolt,  and  every 
attempt  wa3made,eitherby  fraud  or  forces  to  seize 
tbeif  persons,  and  to  strike  at  their  lives.  The 
city  was  repeatedly  visited  or  assaulted  by  captains 
of  the  guards,  and  dukes  and  exardis  of  high 
dignity  or  secret  trust ;  they  landed  with  fdreign 
troops,  they  obtained  some  domestic  aid,  and  the 
superstition  of  Naples  may  blush  that  her  fathers 
were  attached  to  thecause  of  heresy.  But  these 
clandesthie  or  opert  attacks  were  repelled  by  the 
courage  and  vigilance  of  the  Romans;  the 
Greeks  were  overthrown  and  massacred,  their 
leaders  suffered  an  ignominious  death,  and  the 
popes,  however  intKned  to  mercy,  refused  to  in- 
tercede  for  these  guilty  victims.     At  Ravenna,*' 

9  A  «QWi«>  or  capitaAion,  najfi  Anastasius,  (p.  1^) ;  a  most  cruel 
tax,  unknown  to  the  Saracens  themselves,  exclaims  the  zealous  Maim- 
bonrgh,  (Hist,  dies  TconocIa»t^%,  1.  r),  and  Theophanes,  (p.  344),  who 
ts^ks  of  Phajwoh's  njamberlng  the  male  children  of  Israel.  This  mod9 
of  taxation  was  familiar  to  tbe  Saracens ;,  and,  most  unluckily  for  the 
histanan,  it  was  imposed  a  few  years  afterwards  in  France  by  his 
patreir  Lwis  XIV. 

1  See  the  Liber  Pontificalis  of  AgneHus»  (in  the  Scriptores  Rerum 
Italicarum  of  Muratori,  torn,  ii,  pars  i),  whose  deeper  shade  of  bar- 
terism  marks  -the  diflbreiKv  between  Rome  and  Ravenna.  Yet  w» 
at^  indebted  ta  him  for  some  curious  and  domestic  facts— the  quai»* 
ters  and  factions  of  Ravenna,  (p.  154),  the  revenge  of  Justinian  II» 
^.  160,  161),  the  defeatof  the  6reel«,(p.  170,  171);  &a 
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CHAP,  liie  tfe¥aral  quarters  of  the  city  had  long  exercised 
^^*^  a  Moodr  and  hereditary  feud ;  in  religious  con- 
troversy  they  found  a  new  aliment  of  faction:  but 
the  votaries  of  images  were  superior  in  number^ 
or  spirit,  and  the  exarch,  who  atteibpted  to  stem 
the  torrent,  lost  his  life  in  a  popular  sedition. 
To  punish  this  flagitious  deed,  and  restore  hii 
dominion  in  Italy,  the  etaperor  sent  a  fleet  and 
vmy  into  the  Adriatic  gulf.  After  suffMng  from 
the  winds  and  Wave^  much  loss  and  defiay^tUd 
Greeks  made  their  descent  in  the  nieigKfto^hoqd 
of  Ravenna :  they  threatened  to  depopulate  the 
guilty  capital,  and  to  imitate,  perhaps  to  surpass, 
the  example  of  Justinian  II,  who  had  chastised 
a  former  rebellion  by  the  choice  and  execution 
of  fifty  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  The  women 
ando^lergy,  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  lay  {unostrate 
in  prayer;  the  men  were  in  arms  for  thie  defence 
of  their  country ;  the  common  danger  had  tmit- 
-«d  the  factions,  and  the  event  of  a  battle  was 
preferred  to  the  slow  miseries  of  a  siege.  In  a 
hard-fought  day,  as^  the  two  armies  alternately 
yielded  and  advanced,  a  phantom  waa  seen,  a 
voice  was  heard,  and  Ravenna  was  victorious  by 
the  assurance  of  victory.  The  strangers  tptreated 
to  their  ships,  but  the  populous  sea-coast  pfmred 
forth  a  multitude  df  boats;  the  wat^l^  of  tBe  Po 
were  so  deeply  infected  with  blood,tbat  during  six 
years,  the  public  prejudice  abstalfned»fro»F  the  fish 
of  the  river;  and  the  instj[tu£!i;jn,:oif  ap^^^u^^ 
perpetuated  the  worshipjof  images,  ^and  the  ab* 
horrence  of  the  Greek  tj^fat. '  Ahjid^  t  the  triumph 
of  the  catholic  arms^  dd^.RamaA.pc^UC^^^ 
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heresy  of  the  Iconoclasts.  Witb^esj^Qsentbe  «««.^^^ 
proD(HH)^ed  a  general  excomipii^t^aii  against 
all  i^^p  by  ^r4  or  deecUbould  attack  tbe  tra^H 
turn  qf  ^^hm  and  t^e  iQia|^»^qfri^e  sainta; 
in  this,  se^ience  tbe  raip^ror^waa  tadtly  involT-i 
ed^'  bat  tbe  v^te  of  ^  last  and  v  hopeless  remon^ 
stranceinay  seem  to  imply  that  the  afiatbeioa 
wasry«^su£pen46d  over  his  guilty  bead.  No  soon* 
cr  hal  thay  coijfirined  their  own  safety^  tbe  wor- 
^.%{¥)^aidg08»  and  the  freedom  of  Jftome  and 
My^i^^n  the  popes  af^ar  to  have  relaxed  of 
theirrieverity^  and  to  have  spared  tbe  relics  of 
the  Byzantine  dominion.  ^  Their  moderate  coun- 
sels delayed  and  prevented  the  election  of  a  ne^ 
en^r^r»  and  they  exhorted  the  Italians  not  to 
i^a(4te  ffpm  tiie  body  of  tbe  Roman  monarchy* 
ThereKairch  yr^  permitted  to  reside  within  tbe 
walls jgf  Ravenpa,  a  captive  rather  thaDi  a  master; 
mi  M  tberimperW  coronation  of  Charlemagne, 
4l^igovfV9Pfi^t  of  Rome  and  Italy  wasexercisei} 
ia  tb$f9«8iLepf  the  successors  of  Gonstantine.* 

'  Vdf  W'^Was  uttdoubt<dIy  comprised  in  the  si  qwis . .  ,  .  inUgi^ 
ftimaacxfrwxa >  •  «  »  dcstractor .  •  * « extiurit idtextorris  a  ODfpore  D^ 
N.  Jesu  l^hrikt^yel  todus  ecclHMe  unitate.  The  canonisti  may  dcr 
t3de  wh^rliil  the  goSlt  or  the  name  constitutes  the  excommunication  ? 
4ii*lhftf^*^ftJ««r':th«!WKimponattftetd  their  saifety,  »lnce»  ac* 
ctidi^g^io  itj^e  43ir^e».((iciitian  Caufc.  wiJi*  P-  5,  c.  ♦T,  apud  Span* 
heim,  HisL  Imag.  p.  .112)*  homicidas,  non  esse  qui  excommunicatoa 

>rC;^|<|yi4%^|^iQ0|ifllliHmP^qttfex,  aparans  converaionein  prin- 
ppi8,>  (AnastasT  p.  156).  Scd  ne.  d<5sisterent  ab  amore  et  fide  B.  J* 
adoumM^,  (p.l5T).  Thtfpo^s  style  Leo  and  Constantine  Coiprony* 
aan,  Jtti^mc»i%  ei^^nMttlltf .  |l(|tH.iftr^^«CI»^ge  tpitiiet  of  PiiMiniu  A 
fiwuHiswosaic  oCtheiatiwran  (A^O,,79S),rejE«resents  Christ,  wfeo  da- 
\}vm  the  keys  to  St.  Pctcr.and  the  banner  t6  Constantine  V,  (Mura* 
tori,  AAta^i  d'l^aiiai'Ui&^t  P^^^  • 
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CHAP.  ^Tbe  Ijb&rtj  of  Rmne/whicb  had  been  ofptesss^ 
J^!^^  ed  by  the  arms  and  arts  of  Augustus^  was  re»- 
Bepuuic  cued,  after  seven  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  ser?- 
#f  Rome  j^j^^  f^Quj  Uj^  persecution  of  L#e©  the<Isauriam 
By  the  Caesars,  the  triumphs  of.  the/ consuls  had 
been  annihilated :  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the 
empire,  the  god  Terminus,  the  sacred  boundary, 
had  insensibly  receded  from  the.ocean,  the  Rbine^ 
the  Danube,  and  the  Euphrates ;  and  Rome  was 
reduced  to  her  ancient  territory  from  Yiterbo  to 
Terracina,  and  from  Narni  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Tiber.*  When  the  kings  were  baiiished,  the  re- 
public reposed  on  the  firm  basis  which  had  been 
founded  by  their  wisdom  and  virtue.  Their  per- 
petual jurisdiction  was  divided  between  two  an- 
nual magistrates ;  the  senate  continued  to  exer- 
cise the  powers  df  administration  and  counsel ; 
and  the  legislative  authority  was  distributed  in 
the  assemblies  of  the  people,  by  a  well  propor- 
tioned scale  of  property  and  service.  Ign(H'ant  of 
the  arts  of  luxury,  the  primitive  Romans  had 
improved  the  science  of  goverupt^nt  and  war: 
the  wHl  of  the  community  was. absolute;  the 
rights  of  individuals  were  sacred ;  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  citizens  were  armed  for  de- 
fence or  conquest ;  and  a  band  of  robbers  and 
outlaws  was  moulded  into  a  nation,  deserving  of 
freedom,  and  ambitious  of  glory."     When  the  so- 

*  I  have  traced  the  Roman  dutcli^  according  to  the  maps,  and  the 
maps  according  to  the  exceUent  dissertation  of  father  Beretti,  (de 
Chorographia  Italise  Medii  JEvi,  sect.  xx»  p.  216-839).  Yet  I  must 
nicely  observe,  that  Viterbo  is  of  Lomliard  fourtdation,  Cp.  Hi),  and 
that  Terracina  was  usurped  by  the  Greeks. 

'  *  On  the  extent,  population,  &c.  of  the  Roman  kingdom,  the  read* 
c^  may  peruse,  with  pleasure,  the  DUcQura  PreUminairc  to  Ihe  Bepub* 
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vweigttty  of  the  Greek  emperors  was  extifigCdsh*  c  hap. 
ed,  the  ruins  of  Rome  presented  the  sad  imaffe  of  ^^'^ 
(leixipulaticm  and  decay ;  her  slavery  was  an  ha* 
bit,  her  liberty  an  accident ;  the  effect  of  super- 
stitioDvand  the  object  of  her  own  amazement  and 
terror  The  last  vestige  of  the  substance,  or 
even  th^  fbrms^  of  the  constitution,  was  obliter-- 
ated  from  the  practice  and  memory  of  the  Ro«> 
mans ;  and  they  were  devoid  of  knowledge,  or 
virtue,  again  to  build  the  fabric  of  a  common*: 
wealth.  Their  scanty  remnant,  the  offspring  of 
slaves  and  strangers,  was  despicable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  victorious  barbarians.  As  often  as  the 
Franks  or  Lombards  expressed  their  most  bitter 
contempt  of  a  foe,  they  called  him  a  Roman ; 
"  mi  in  this  name,"  says  the  bishop  Liutprand, 
'^  weiacladewhateveris  base,  whatever  is  coward- 
"  ly,  whatever  isperiidious,  the  extremesof  avarice 
"  and  luxury,  and  every  vice  that  can  prostitute 
"  the  dignity  of.  human  nature."  ^  By  the  neces- 
sity of  their  situation.,  the  inhabitants  of  Rome 
were  cast  into  the  rough  model  of  a  republican 
government :  they  were  compelled  to  elect  some 
jud^s  in  peace,  and  some  leaders  in  war ;  the 
nobles  assemblied  to  deliberate,  and  their  resolves 

lique  H9ixuune  of  M.  de  Beaufort,  (torn,  i),  who  will  not  be  accusedof 
too  much  credulity  for  the  early  ages  of  Rome. 

'  Quos  fXomanoiJ  nos,  Longobardi  scilicet,  Sazones,  Franci,  Lo» 
tharingi,  Bajoari,  Suevi,  Burgundionea,  tanto  dedignamur  ut  fnimi. 
cos  noatros  comroptii,  nil  aliud  contumeliarum  oisi  Romane,  dica-- 
nus :  hoc  solo,  id  est  Ronvanorum  nomine,  qaicquld  ignobilitatis, 
qaicquid  t^miditatis,  quicquid  avaritijBe,  quicquid  luxuris,  quicquid 
mendacii,  immo'  quicquid  vitiorum  est  comprehendcntes,  (Liutprand,. 
ip  Ugat,  Script.  Ital.  torn,  ii,  pars  i,  p.  481).  For  the  sins  of  Cato 
ox  Tully,  ^jUi^os  might  ha,ve  imposed,  aa  a  fit  penance,  the  daily  pe- 
^«^al  of  this  barbarous  passage. 
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c«  AF.  otraU  not  be  executed  without  the  unicm  and  cots 
^^^_  sen*  of  the  multitude.  The  style  of  the  Roman 
wen$Mmmad  peq>ie  was  revived,^  but  the  spirit  was 
fled ;  and  thl^  new  independence  was  disgraced 
by  tiie  tumultuous  conflict  of  licentiousness  and 
oppression.  The  want  of  laws  could  only  be  sup- 
plied by  tbe  influence  of  religion,  and  their  fo- 
Kign  aoid  domestic  counsels  were  moderated  by 
the  aotfaoiity  of  the  bishop.  His  alms,  his  ser* 
mons,  his  <^rrespondence  with  the  kings  and 
pndates  of  the  West,  his  recent  s^vices,  their 
;gratitude,  an  oath,  acctt8toH>ed  the  Romans  to 
consider  him  as  the  first  magistrate  or  prince  of 
Ite  city.  The  Christiaii  humility  of  the  popes 
was  not  offended  by  the  name  of  Dominus^  or 
Ixird;  and  thar  face  and  inscription  are  still  ap- 
parent on  the  most  ancient  coins.*  Thdir  tern- 
psHral  diffiftuiion  is  now  confirmed  by  the  rever- 
ence of  a  thousand  years;  and  their  noblest  title 
is  the*  free  choice  of  b  people  whom  they  hadre- 
deoned  ISrom  elavery. 

^^%  Intheq^uurrelsofancieirtOreece^tfaeholypeo. 
tt^Lom-  pie  of  BUS  enjoyed  «  popetual  peacev  uader  tfiie 
A.  d?7S0l.  protection  dt  Jwiter>  and  in  the  extniie  of  the 

^  Pipino  f^  FraacomiiH  oxniris  seoatua  at^e  ttnlverm  foyiili  g«* 
netaliUs  a  Deo  setvatae^  lomaftae  uffaia.  Codeit  Carolin.  epist.  36,  in 
Sctlftf  Ital.  t«pv  lii,  nan  ii,  p.  ISO.  The  oamca  of  aMuM^  as4  se* 
nator  were  never  totally  extinct,  (Diiicrt*  Chorofraph.  p.  tl6,  S17); 
Imt  in  the  nUd4Ie  agea  they  ngntted  lUtl«  aaor^  4baii  luMka  0pti« 
inate9»  im.  (Pv(cai|fe&  Glo6«.  Latin). 

>  See  Muratori  AnUquit.  liaUa  M«iu  JB?L  ton.  fl,  diMtftai  xxvli, 
p.  34S.  On  one  pf  these  cains  we  mid  Hadriaaoe  Fiqpa,  {A.  D.  tf 2)4 
on  the  reveMe»  VioC.  DDNI^.  vith  the  wotA  rOATOil,  which  the 
P^re  Joubert  (Science  des  McdaUlcs,  torn.  iitj>.4%yeip]|tfn  far  COA* 
BtantinopoU  OAcina  j8',  fncuniaj. 
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Olys^  games*^  Happy  would  it  have  been  cuap* 
for  ti^  RqatuiiiSy  if  a  sin^ilar  ptiTi^g«  had  guard-  ^^^ 
ed  th^p^trkaony  of  St.  Pet^^firom  tte  calamttea 
of  vw ;  lif-st^ie  C^stiaasr  who  visited  the  hofy 
thresliolfj^  ^f^tMd  hi^ye  s^i^^thfd^their  Mrquds  hi 
the  pf«8fiQoe  qf  tli^e  apqstl^  and  his  ancceaaw. 
But  tl^  Bij#tic  circle  could  bare  beien  traced 
OA^  bytthe  waqd  of  a  Ic^la^or  and  a  sage :  tbia 
pac^c  sy^l^ip  was  incompatible  with  the  zeal 
ai)4ap^^n  of  the  popes ;  the  iUMnaos  were  not 
addicted,  like  the  inhabitimts  of  £lis,  to  the  inno^ 
cent  apd  {dadd  labours  pf  agriciiltiire ;  and  the 
barbarians  of  Italy,  though  softened  by  the  di« 
mate,  were  far  bdow  the  Greciaii  states  in  the 
institutipns  of  public  and  ^vate  life*  A  meoKH*- 
able  e3utp9p)e  ^  rqientance  and  piety  was  exhi- 
bited by  LiutpraD4  l^Wg  of  the  Lcmbaob*  In 
an)»,  at  the  ^^  of  (h^e  Vatican,  tbe  Qfrnqii^rxy 
listened. to  th?  |iroic0  of  Gr^^ory  U,^  witiiidKW 
his  troops»ir(9f]|eP^  bis  cpnipiests,  respectfoNy 
visited  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  and  fdtter  per** 
forming  his  devotioqs,  offered  4biis  sword  and 
dagger,  bis  ciiimys  and  qaantfe,  h|9  aifarer  cro»f 
and  hi&«^owii  of  gpld,  on  the  tomb  of  the  apos- 
tle, Bi^  thw  religious  fervour  was  the  illusion, 
perhaps  the  artifice,  of  the  moment ;  the  sense  of 
inteitSt  is  stroj^g  and  lasting;  the  love  of  arms 
^d  rapine  was  congenial  to  the  Lombards ;  and 

*  Sett  Ifffirt^siOteertattDB'oii  the  Olynple  €aints»  (Pindar,  vol.  if, 
P*  32^,  edition  in  12mo),  and  the  ju«U4:ioat  reflections  of  Folybius, 
Ctoimi)  UiH  f^tAM^^^u  Ofono».>. 

^  Theoiptech  mt^mgasj  to  the  Lombard  is  Sudy  compowd  by  Si- 
gonius,  C4eR^|ho'Italiai»  1.  iii ;  Opera,  torn,  ii,  p.  IT^,  ^x>  imitates 
theUeense  and  title  a^rit  of  SahMt  or  Livy. 
VOL.  IX.  ,  '    L 
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CHAP,  both  the  prin^^  arid  j)eople  were  irresistibly 
*^*^^  tempted  by  the  disorders  of  Italy,  the  nakedness 
of  Rome,  and  the  ultwariike  profession  of  her 
new  chief.  On  the  first  edicts  of  the  einpetor, 
they  dedai'ed  themselves  the  champions  of  the 
holy  images :  Liutpfand  invaded  the  province  of 
Romagna,  which  had  already  assumed  that  dis- 
tinctive appellation  ;  the  catholics  of  the  eiuir- 
chate' yielded  without  reluctance  t6  his  civil  and 
military  power;  and  a' foreign  enemy  was  intro- 
duced for  the  first  time  into  the  impregnable  fort- 
ress of  Ravenna.  That  city  and  fortress  were 
speedily  recovered  by  the  active  diligence  and 
maritime  forces  of  the  Venetians;  and  those  faith- 
ful sul^cts  obeyed  the  exhortation  of  Gregory 
him6blf,  in  separating  the  personal  guilt  of  Leo 
from  the  general  cause  of  the  Roman  empire.^ 
The  Greeks  were  less  mindful  of  the  service,  than 
the  Lombards  of  the  injury:  the  two  nations,  hos- 
tile in  their  faith,  were  reconciled  in  a  dangerous 
and  unnatural  alliance ;  the  king  and  the  exarcb 
marched  to  the  conquest  of  Spoleto  and  Rome : 
th'e  sterm  evaporated  without  efltect,  but  the  po- 
licy of  Liutprand  alarmed  Italy  with  a  vexatious 
alternative  of  hostility  and  truce.  His  successor 
Astolphus  declared  himself  the  equal  enemy  of 
the  emperor  and  the  pope :  Ravenna  w^as  sub- 

•  The  Venetian  historians,  John  Sagorninus  (Chron.  Vcnet.  p.  13)  I 
and  the  doge  Andrew  Dandolo»  (Scriptores  Rer.  Ital.  tom.  xii,  p.  13.5), 
have  preserved  this  epistle  of  Gregory.  The  loss  and  recovery  of  Ra- 
venna are  mentioned  by  Paulus  Diaconus,  (de  Gest.  Langobard.  Kvi, 
c.  49,  54,  in  Script.  Ital.  tom.  i,  pars  i,  p.  606,  508) ;  but  our  chro- 
nologists,  Pagi,  Muratori,  &c.  cannot  ascertain  the  date  or  circum* 
stances. 
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^iied  by  forte  or  treachery,**  and  this  linfal  e«i-    chap. 
quest  extinguished  the  series  of  the  exarchs,  irho  J^^^l^ 
had  reigned  with  a  sub(>rdinate  power  since  the 
time  of  Justinian  and  the  ruin  of  the  Gothic  king-« 
dom.  Rome  was  summoned  to  acknowledge  the 
victoricnis  Lombard  as  her  lawful  sovereign ;  the 
annoai  tribute  of  a  piece  of  gold  was  fixed^as  the 
ransom  of  each  citizen^  and  the  sword  of  destruc^ 
tton  was  unsheathed  to  exact  the  penalty  of  her 
disobedience.    The  Romans  hesitated ;  they  en* 
treated ;  they  complained ;  and  the  threataaing 
barbarians  were  checked  by  arms  arid  negotia- 
tions, till  the  popes  had  engaged  the  friendship  . 
of  an  ally  and  avenger  l^yond  the  Alps/  ^ 

In  his  distress^  the  first  Gregory  had  implored  "«>"  ^^* 
the  aid  of  ihe  hero  of  the  age^  of  Charles  Martel,  by  Pepin, 
who  governed  the  French  monarchy  with  tbe^'^'^^*' 
humble  title  of  mayor  or  duke ;  and  who,,  by  <his- 
signal  victory  over  the  Saracens^  had  saved  his< 
country,  and  perhaps  Europe,  from  the  Maho-» 
metan  yoke.      The  ambassadors  of  the  pope 
were  received  by  Charles   with   decent  reve-^ 
Fence;  but  the  greatness  of  his   occupations^ 
and  the  sbortness  of  his  life^  prevented  his  in- 
terference in  the  affairs  of  Italy^  except  by  a 
friendly  and  ineffectual   mediation.      His   son 
Pepin,  the  heir  of  his  power  and  virtues,  as- 

*  The  option  will  depend  on  the  various  I'eadings  of  the  MSS.  of 
Anastasius — detepttat,  or  decerpserat,  (Script.  Ital.  torn,  iii,  pars  i» 
Pt  16T).  * 

•  The  Codex  Carolinus  is  a  collection  of  the  epistles  of  the  pope* 
to  Charles  Martel,  (whom  they  style  SubregtUut),  Pepin,  and  Charle- 
magne, as  far  as  the  year  791^  when  it  was  formed  by  the  last  of  these 
princes.  His  original  and  authentic  MS.  (Bibliothecae  Cubicularii)  i» 
now  in  the  imperial  library  of  Vienna,  and  has  been  ptibllshed  by  Lam- 
becius  and  Muratori,  (9crip*«  Reruxn  ItnJ.  tUmein,  parsH,  p.  '^5»'&c.>.* 

L  2 
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CHAP.  sHined  the  office  of  champimi  of  the  Rc»a(iaD 
^^^"^^  church ;  and  the  zeal  of  the  French  prince  atxiears 
to  have  been  prompted  by  the  love  of  glory  and 
religion.  But  the  danger  was  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tiber,  the  succour  on  those  of  the  Seine;  and  our 
sympathy  is  cold  to  the  relation  of  distant  misery. 
Amidst  the  tears  of  the  city,  Stephen  III  embra- 
ced the  generous  resolution  of  visiting  in  person 
the  courts  of  Lombardy  and  France,  to  deprecate 
the  injusticeof  his  enemy,  or  to  excite  the  jAty  and 
indignation  of  his  friend.  After  soothing  the  pub- 
lic despair  by  litanies  and  orations,  he  undertook^ 
^this  laborious  journey  with  the  ambassadors  of  the 
French  monarch  and  the  Greek  emperor.  The 
king  of  the  Lomb&rds  was  inexorable ;  but  his 
threatscould  notsilence  the  compIaints,nor  retard 
the  speed«  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  who  traversed  the 
Pennine  Alps,  reposed  in  the  aU>ey  of  Sti Maurice, 
and  hastened  to  grasp  the  right  handiOf  his  jpro- 
tector,  a  hand  which  was  never  lifted  in  vain, 
either  in  war  or  friendship.  Stephen  was  enter- 
tained as  the  visible  successor  of  the  apostle;  at  the 
next  assembly,  the  field  of  March  w  of  M^y.,fais  in« 
juries  were  exposed  toadevout  and  warlike  naticM^ 
and  he  repassed  the  Alps,  not  as  a  ^ppliai|t;»  but 
as  a  conqueror,  at  the  head  of  a  French  army, 
which  was  led  by  the  king  in  pei:$on»  The  Lom- 
bards, after  a  weak  resistance,  obtained  an  igno- 
minious peace,  and  swore  to  restore  the  posses- 
sions, and  to  respect  the  sanctity,  of  the  Roman 
church.  But  no  sooner  was  Astolphus  delivered 
from  the  presence  of  the  French  arms,  ihSn  he 
fdrgot  his  promise  and  resented  his  disgrace. 
Kome  was  agaia  encompassed  by  his  arms ;  and 
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Stephen^  apprehensive  of  fatiguing  the  zeal  of  chap. 
his  TrffiQsalpine  allies,  enfwced  his  complaint  and  ^^}f^^'^ 
re^fuest  by  an  eloquent  letter  in  the  name  and 
person  of  St.  Peter  himself/    The  apostle  as- 
§ures  his  adoptive  sons,  the  king,  the  clergy,  and 
the  noblejs  of  France,  that  dead  in  the  flesh,  he 
is  still  alive  in  the  spirit :  that  they  now  hear, 
and  must  obey,  the  voice  of  the  founder  and 
j?oardian  of  the  Roman  church :  that  the  Virgip, 
the  ^ngels,  the  saints,  and  the  martyrs,  and  all 
the  host  of  heaven,  unanimously  urge  the  request, 
and  will  confess  the  obligation  ;  that  riches^  vic- 
tory, and  paradise,  will  crown  their  pious  enter- 
prise, and  that  eternal  damnation  will  be  the 
penalty  of  their  neglect^  if  they  suffer  his  tomb, 
his  temple,  and  his  people,  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  perfidious  Lombards.    The  second  expe-    • 
dition  of  Pepin  waaiu>t  less  rapid  and  fortunate 
than  the  first :  St.  Peter  was  satisfied,  Rome  was 
again  saved,  and  Astqlphus  was  taught  the  les- 
sons of  justice  and  sincerity  by  the  scourge  of  a 
foreign  master.    After  this  double  chastisement, 
the  Loqibards  languished  about  twenty  years  in 
Jl  state  of  langour  and  decay.     But  their  minds 
were  not  yet  humbled  to  their  condition  ;  and  in- 
stead of  affecting  the  pacific  virtues  of  the  feeble* 
they  pcevidily  harassed  the  Romans  with  a  re- 
petition Of  claims,  evasions,  and  inroads,  which 

'  $ee  tbis  most  extraordinary  lettqr  in  the  Codex  Carolinus,  Epist. 
iiii  p.  92.  The  enemies  of  the  popes  have  chsu-^ed  them  with  frai|d 
and  blasphemy  (  yet  they  surely  meant  to  persuade  rather  than  deceive. 
This  introduction  of  the  dead,  or  of  immortals,  was  f4mi.liar  to  the 
ancient  oratorp,  thoygh  it  is  cxecut^  on  Uiis  occasion  in  the  rudo 
fashion  of  the  ago. 

1.8 
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•CHAP,    they  undertook  without  reflection  ahd'termlnated 
^.^J^!!!l  without  glory.  On  either  side,  their  eicpiring  mo- 
narchy was  pressed  by  the  zeal  and  prudence  of 
Pope  Adrian  I,    the  genius,  the  fortiine,   and 
greatness  of  Charlemagne  the  son  of  Pepin; 
these  heroes  of  the  church  and  state  were  unit- 
ed in  public  and  domestic  friendship, 'aiid  while 
tlfey  trampled  on  the  prostrate,  they  varfaished 
their  proceedings  with  the  fairest  colotifs  of  e- 
quity  and  moderation.*^    The  passes  of  the  Alps, 
and  the  walls  of  Pavia,  were  the  onljjr  defence  of 
the  Lombards ;  the  former  were  surprised,  the 
latter  were  invested,  by- the  son  of  P^pih  ;  and 
pfTom!'    after  a  blockade  of  two  years,  Desid^rius,  the  last 
bardyby    of  their  native  prfnces,  surrendered  bis  sdeptre 
magne]      and  his  capital.    Under  the  dominioh  of  a^fofeign 
A.  D.  774.  ij^ing,  but  in  the  possession  of  their  national  laws, 
the  Lombards  became  the  briethren  rather  than 
the  subjects  of  the  Pranks  ;  who  deriv^A*  their 
blood,  and  manners,  aricj  language  from  the  same 
Germanic  origin.*^  '  ' 

Ch^Je*""*  "^^^  mutual  obligations  of  the' popes  ftdd'the 
magne,  Carlovingian  family,  form  the  important  link  of 
France,  ancient  and  modern,  of  civil  and  ecclesiasiical, 
753^^^768    history.    In  the  conquest  of  Italy,  the  champions 

»  Except  in  the  divorce  of  the  daughter  of  Desiderius,  whom  Char- 
lemagne repudiated  sine  aliqud  ciimine.  Pope  ISteplheti  IV  -had  most 
furiously  opposed  the  alli4nce  af  a  nolile  Franki-^UH|  p^fidia,  hor- 
rida,  nee  dicend^,  fcetentlssima  natione  Longobardorum — to  whom 
he  imputes  the  first  stain  of  leprosy,  (Cod.  Carolin.  epist.  45,  p.  178, 
179).  Xnother  reason  against  the  marriage  was  the  existence  of  a 
first  wife,  (Muratori,  Aniiall  d'ltalia,  t6m.  vi,  p.  232,  233, "236,  237). 
But  Charlemagne  indulged  himself  in  the  freedom  of  'polygamy  or 
concubinage. 

*^  See  the  Annali  d'ltalia  of  Muratori,  torn,  vi,  arid  the  three  first 
^isi^ertations  of  his  Antiquitates  I  talis  Medii  JEfV,  torn.  I.       « 
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'  of  the  Roman  church  obtmned  a  favourable  occa-  chap. 
sion,  a  specious  title,  the  wishes  of  the  people,  the 
prayers  and  faitrigues  of  the  clergy.  But  the  most 
essential  gifts  of  the  pcrpes  to  the  Car|ovingiau 
race  were  the  dignities  of  king  of  France,*  and 
of  patrician  of  Rome.  I.  Under  the  sacerdotal 
monarchy  of  St.  Peter,  the  nations  began  to  rcr 
sume  the  practice  of  seeking,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tiber,  their  kings,  their  laws,  and  the  oracles  of 
their  fate  The  Franks  were  perplexed  between 
the  jxame  and  substance  of  their  government.  AH 
the  powers  of  royalty  were  e^oercised  by  Pepii^ 
mayor  of  the  palace ;  and  nothing,  except  the  re- 
gal title,  was  wanting  to  his  ambition.  His  ene- 
mies were  crushed  by  his  valour;  his  friends  were 
multiplied  by  h^s  liberality ;  his  father  had  been  the 
saviour  of  Christendom ;  and  the  clai^)8  of  person- 
al merit  yvere  repeated  and  ennobled  in  a  descent 
of  fojir,  generations.  The  name  and  image  of 
royalty  was  still  preserved  in  the  last  descendant 
of  Clovis^  the  feeble  Childerrc ;  but  his  obsolete 
right  pould  only  be  used  as  an  instrument  of  se- 
dition ;  .tbe  nation  was  desirous  of  restoring  the 
simplicity  of  tl^e  constitution ;  and  Pepin,  a  subr 
ject  and  a  pfince,  was  ambitious  to  ascertain  his 
own  rank  and  the  fortune  of  his  family.  The 
mayor  and  the  nobles  were  boimd.  by  an  oath  of 
fidelity,  to  tbe  royal  phantom:  the  blood  of  Gloyis 

*  Besides  the  common  historians,  three  French  critics,  Launoy, 
<Opera,  torn,  v,  para  ii,'  1.  vii,  epist.  9,  p.  477-4.St),  Pagi,  (Critfca, 
A.  D.  T51,  N».  1»  6;-A.  D.  752,  N*.  1-10),  and  Natalis  Alexander; 
(Hist.  Novi  Testament!,  dissertat.  ii,  p*.  9(j-107),  have  treated  ihih 
subject  6f  the  deposition  of  Childeric  with  Teaming' and  attention,  but 
with  a  strong  bias  to  save  the  independenee  of'  the  orown.  Yet  they 
are  hard  preased  by  the  text  which  they  produce  of  Eginhardt  Theo* 
phanes,  and  the  old  amials,  Laureshameos|s«Fiild$2uiis>-  Loi9icIani4i' 
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CHAP,  was  pure  and  sacred  in  tteir  eyes;  and  tbcir com- 
mon ambassadors  addressed  the  Homan  ]^tiff> 
to  dispel  their  scruples,  or  to  absolve  their  pro- 
faiise.  The  interest  of  Pope  Zacbary,  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  two  Gregories,  prompted  him  to 
decide,  and  to  decide  in  th^it  ftivour:  he  pronoun- 
ced tbiat  the  nation  might  lawfully  ntilte.  In  the 
same  person,  the  title  and  atitbority  of  king ;  and 
that  the  unfortunate  Childeric,  a  victim  of  tbe 
public  safety,  should  be  degradeld,  shaved,  and 
confined  in  a  monastery  for  tberemmnder  c^his 
days.  An  answer  so  agreeable  to  theit  wi^es 
was  accepted  by  the  Franks,  as  the  opinion  of  a 
casuist,  the  sentence  of  a  Judge,  or  the  orade  of 
a  prophet:  tbe  Merovingian  race  disapfieared 
Trom  the  earth;  and  Pepin  was  exalted  on  a 
buckler  by  the  suffrage  of  a  free  people,  accus- 
totned  to  obey  bis  laws  and  to  march  iinder  his 
standard.  His  coronation  was  twice  performed, 
with  the  sanction  (if  the  popes,  by  their  mos^aith- 
ful  servant  St.  Boniface,  the  apostle  of  Germany, 
and  by  the  grateful  hands  of  Stephen  III,  who, 
in  the  monastery  of  St.  Denys,  placed  the  diadem 
on  the  head  of  his  benefactor.  The  rdykl  unction 
of  the  kings  of  Israel  was  dexterously  applied/ 
the  successor  of  St.  Peter  assumed  the  character 
of  a  divine  ambassador:  a  German  chieftain 
was  transformed  into  the  Lortf  s  anointed ;  and 

^  Kot  absolutely  for  the  first  time.  On  a  less  conspicuous  theatre, 
it  had  been  use^f  in  the  yith  and  viith  centuries,  by  the  provincial 
Ibifthops  of  Britain  and  Spain.  The  royal  unction  of  Constantinople 
was  borrowed  from  tbe  Latins  in  the  last  age  of  the  empire.  Constan- 
tine  Manasses  mentions  that  of  Charlemagne  as  a  foreign,  Jewish,  in- 
comprehensible ceremony.  See  Selden*s  Titles  of  Honour,  in  Ujs 
V0^s,  v(fl.  ih%  part  i,  p.  234-249. 
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tbig  Jewisb  ifite  hte  been  diffused  anA  maintain-  crap. 
ed  by  the  sttperrtition  and  vanity  of  modem  En-  ^^"^^ 
rope*   The  Franks  were  absolved  frcftn  tbcor  Hn- 
cieni  oath ;  but  a  dire  anatheaaa  Wfls  tiiOhdered  • 
agaimst  them  aiid  their  pb^erlty»  if  tbdy  should 
dare  to  renew  the  same  freedorii  of  cbcAe^v  <^  to 
elect  a  kjng^,  except  in  the  holy  ^sd  meritoriotts 
race  of  the  Carlovingian  prinfces.     Without  ap- 
prehending ^e  futtitre  d^iger»  thete  priBces 
^IcHriedin  their  present  security :  the  secretary  of 
Charlcma^e  affirms,  that  the  French  scqptre 
was  transferred  by  the  authority  -^^f  th^  popesi^ 
and  ill  their,  boldest  enterprises,  ^hey  insisty  with 
confidiehce,  oh  this  signal  &xih  suocessAtI  act  of 
temperiil  jurisdiction. 

II*'  I<i  tke  chan^  of  manners  and  langn^ev  FatritUtvi 
the  patrkiatis  6f  Rome  ^  were  *fttr  reflioved  from  ^ 
the  senate  i3f  <RcH3d(u1us;or  the  paMce  of  ConMfiin* 
tine,  from  the  free  nobles  of  the  reptd^tic,  or  the 
fictStaous  parents  of  the  emperor.  After  the  ire- 
coveiy  of  Italyaad  Africa  by  the  arbis^Ju^tiniant 
the  iBsportance  and  danger  of  th6$e  reinMe  proi* 
vinees  required'the  presence  of  a  supreme  magisv 
trate^  he  was  indifferently  styled  the  exarch  or  the 
:patrician :  and  these  governors  of  Ravenna,  who 

*  See  Egtnhard,  In  Vita  Caroli  Magn!»  c.  i,  p.  9,  &c. ;  c.  m,  p*  24. 
Chtlderic  was  deposed— ^/vMtf,  the  Carlovingiatis  were  established— 
a«ctor£teee»  Pototifiees  Romtni.  iiaonoy,  &<!.  pretend  that  th?|e  itrong 
words  arc  susceptible  of  a  very  soft  interpretation.  Be  it  so ;  ye^t 
Eginh^rd  understood  the  worlds  the  court*  and  the  Latfn  languatge. 

■»  For  the  title  and  powers  of  patrician  of  Rome,  ^ee  Ducangc,  (Gloss. 
Latin,  torn,  v,'  p.  149-151);  Pagi,  (Critic^,  A.  D.  740,  N*.  6^11);  ^ 
Muratori*  (Annall  d'ltalia,  torn,  yi,  p.  308-329),  and  $t.  Marc,  (Abr^  ' 
^e  Chronologique  d'ltalie,  torn,  i,  p.  379-382).    .Qf*^  these  the  Fran- 
ciscan Pagi  is  the  most  disposed  ^o  make  the  patricvto  ^  Hentenant 
of  th«  church,  rather  than  of  the  empire* 
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CHAP,  fill  their  place  in  the  chronology  off  princes,  ex*. 

x*-'^  tended  their  jurisdiction  oyer  the  Roman  citv. 
Since  the.  revolt  of  Italy  and  the  loss  of  the  ex- 
archate, the.distre&iS  of  the  Romans  had  exacted 
some  sacrifiqe  of  their  indepen4e^e.  Yet,  even 
in  this  act,  they  exercised  the  right  of  dispos- 
ing of  themselves:;  and  the  decrees  of  the  senate 
and  people  successively  invested  Charles  Martel 
and  iiis  posterity,  with  the  honours  of  patrician 
of  Rome.  Tb?  leaders  of  a  powerful  ii^tiou 
would  have  disdained  a  servile  title  and  subordi- 
nate ofiMse ;  but  the  xeign  of  the  Greek  i^n^perors 
was  j^uspQpded;  and,  in  tb^  vacancy  of  the  em- 
pire, thpy  derive^  §  fnore^gloriotis  comnussion 
from  the  pope  and  the  republic.  The  Romaa 
.ambassadors  presented  thiese  patricians  ,with  the 
Jkeys  pf  the  shrine  of  St.  Peter,  fts  a  pledge  and 
jiymbol  of  sovereignty ;  with  ^  bplj  banner,  which 
it  was  their  right;  aqd  duty  to  unfurl  i^  (h^  de- 
fence of  the  chujpph  and  city."  Jn  tjbe  ttm^  of 
Cliarles  M^tel  ^d;  of  Pepin,  the  int;eipf>sUrip|i 
jo(  the  Loinbard  kifigflom  covered  (be  freedom, 
.w;hile  it  threatened  the  safety,  of  Rqme ;  aiad  the 
.patriciate  represented  only  the  title,  the  sei;'vice, 
the,  qiliaqce,  of  thesjB  distant  protestors.  The 
power  and  policy  of  Charlemagne  annihilated  an 
enenijr,  and  imposed  a  master.     In  his  first  visit 

^  Tl^e  papal  advocates  can  soften  the  sjrin|>oli|c;  raeaning  of  Uie  bannei' 
and  the  keys ;  but  the  style  of  ad  regnum  dimisimus,  or  direxlmus,  (Co- 
dex Carolin.  epist.  i,  torn,  -iii,  pars  ji,  p.  76)»  seems  to  aUow  of  no  palli- 
ation or  escape.  In  the  MS.  of  the  Vienna  library*  they  read,  instead 
•f  regnum,  rogum,  prayer  or  request,  (see  Ducange) ;  and  the  royalty 
of  Charles  Martel  is  subverted  by  this  important  correction,  (Catalini, 
}f)  his  Critical  Prefaces  Annali  d^Italia,  torn,  xvii,  p,  95-99). 
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to  the  capital^  he  was  received  with  all  the  ho-  chap. 
nours  which  had  formerly  been  paid  to  the  exarch,  ^^^^^^^ 
the  representative  of  the  emperor :  and  these  ho- 
nours obtamed  some  new  decorations  from  the 
joy  and  gratitude  of  Pope  Adrian .  1/  No 
sooner  was  he  informed  of  the  sqdden  approach 
of  the  monarchy  than  he  despatched  the  magis* 
trates  and  nobles  of  Rome  to  meet  hini,  wiUi 
the  banner,  about  thirty  miles  from  the  city^  At  \ 

the  distance  of  one  mile,  the  Flaminiaii  way  w^s 
lined  with  the  schools^  or  national  communities, 
of  GnsdhLs,  Lombards,  Saxons,' &c;:  the  Ronmn 
youth  were  under  arms ;  and  the  cfaiMren  of  a 
more  tender  age,  with  palms  abd. olive  brs^ncbes 
in  their  hands,  ehanted  the  praises  of  their  great 
deliverer.  At  the  aspect  of  the  holy  crosses,  and 
ensigns  of  the  Isaini^,  he  dismcaihted  from  his 
horse,  led  ihe  proce^ion-  of  bis  i»^les  to  the 
Vatican,  and,''d$  he  ascended  the  stairs,  d^outly 
kissed,  each  step  of  the  threshold  of  the  afjpostles. 
In  the  portico,  /Adrian  expected  <bi^  at  the  head 
of  his  clergy:  they  embraced,  '^s  friends  and 
equals ;  but  in  their  march  to  the  altar^  the  king 
or  patrician  assumed  the  right  hand  of  tl^e  pope. 
Nor  was  the  Frank  c^itent  with  these  vain  and 
empty  demonstrations  of  re3pect.  In  the  twenty-  > 
six  years  that  elapsed,  between  the  conquest  :of 
Lombardy  and  his  imperial  coronation,  Rome, 
which  had  been  delivered  by  the  SjWord,  was  subr 
jeet,  as  his  own,  to  the  sceptre  of  Charlemagne: 

•  In  the  authentic  narrative  of  this  reception,  tl^e  Liber  Pontifical)^ 
observes— obviam  illi  ejus  tanctitas  dirigens  venerabiles  cruces»  id  est 
sis;na ;  ticut,  mos  est  ad  exarchum,  aut  patricium  suscipiendum,  euif 
pum  ingenti  honore  suscipi  fecit,  (torn,  iii,  pars  i,  p.  185). 


156  THB  0BCLINII  AND  f^ALL 

CHAP.  The  people  swore  allegiance  to  liis  person  and 

^^^^^  family :  in  kis  name  mon^  was  coined,  and 

justice  was  administered ;  ^md  Hie  etectkm  of 

the  pc^es  was  exapiined  and  confirmed  by  his 

authority.    Except  an  original  and  sdf-interent 

claim  of  sovereignty,  there  was  imt  any  preroga* 

tive  remaining,  which  th^  title  of  emperor  could 

add  to  the  patrician  of  Rome.^ 

^rpfk^      The  gratitude  of  the  Carlovingians  was  ade- 

and         quate  to  these  obligations,  and  their  names  are 

^^e\o   consecrate^  as  the  saviours  and  bmcilactors  of 

th«  popes,  tiie  Komati  church.      Her  ancient  patrfanony 

of  farms  and  houses  was  tcansfiEMsned  by  their 

bounty  into  the  temporal  dominion  tf  cities  and 

provinces;  and  the  donattOQ  of  the  exarchate 

Was  the  first  fruits  of  the  coni]ue^  of  Pepin.1 

Astolphus  with  a  sigh  relinquished  his  prej; 

the  ^fceys  aad  the  hostages  of  the  priBcipBl 

cities  wer^  delivered  to  the  French  ambassador; 

and,  in  his  master's  name,  he  pmiented  than 

before  the  tirnib  of  St.  Fetet.      Tiie  ample 

measure   of  the   exarchate  ^   might   comprise 

V  Paulus  Diaconust  who  wrote  before  the  cripire  of  Charlema^e. 
describes  Rdme  as  his  subject  city— vestrce  civitates,  (ad  Pompeium 
!?cst1iiii)t suiaaddadH aceptrie, (de JKMenste'Goc^sise EiAsoopi^  Some 
Carlovingian  medals,  struck  at  Rom^.  have  engaged  ^e  Blanc  to  write 
an  elaborate,-thbugh  partial,  dissertation  on  their  authority  at  Rome, 
bdth  as  {mtriciansilndettiperors,' (Amsterdam,  1692,  in  4itb}» 

1  Mosheim  (lastitution  His^  £ccle8.>  263)  'weighs  this. donation 
with  fair  and  deliberate  prudence.  The  original  act  has  never  been 
-  produced;  but  the  I4be^  Ponti^calis  represents,  (p.  171),  and  the 
Codex  Carolimis  supposes,  this  ample  gifu  Both  are  coatemporsry 
records :  an(^  the  latter  is  the  more  authentic,  since  it  has  been  pre' 
Berved,  not  in  the  papal,  but  the  imperial,  libtary. 

»  Betw^n  the  exorbitant- claims,  and  narrow  concessions,  of  in- 

ferest  and  prejudice,  from  which  even  Muratdri  (Antiquitat.  torn.  Ji 

-%:..  .  ^  *  p.  6^ 
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a]l  th^  provinces  of  Itfiy  which  had  obeyed  the  cuap. 
emperor  and  his  vic^erent ;  but  its  strict  and 
proper  limits  were  included  in  the  territories  of 
Ravenna,  Bologna,  and  Ferrara ;  its  inseparable 
dependency  was  the  Pentapolis,  which  stretched 
along  the  Adriatic  from  Rimini  to  Ancona^  and 
advanced  into  the  midland  country  as  far  as  the 
ridges  of  the  Apennine.  In  this  transaction^ 
the  ambition  and  avarice  of  the  popes  had  been 
severdy  oondenmed«  Pepfaaps  the  humility  of  a 
Christian  priest  should  have  rejected  an  earthly 
kingdom,  which  it  was  not  easy  for  him  to  go* 
vem  wiljiout  renouncing  the  virtues  of  his  pro«< 
fession.  Perhaps  a  faithful  subject,  or  even  a 
generous  enmny»  would  have  been  less  impatient 
to  divide  the  spoUs  of  the  barbaric ;  and  if  the 
emperor  had  intrusted  Stephen  to  solicit  in  his 
name  the  restitution  of  the  exarchate*  I  will  not 
absolve  the  pope  from  the  reproach  of  treachery 
and  falsehood.  But  in  the  rigid  interpretation 
of  tke  laws,  every  one  may  accept,  vrtthout  in* 
jury,  whatever  his  benefactor  can  bestow  with-. 
out  injustice.  The  Greek  emperor  had  ab- 
dicated or  forfeited  his  right  to  the  exarchate  i 
and  the  sword"  of  Astolphus  was  broken  by  the 
stronger  sword  of  the  Carlovingian.  It  was  not 
in  the  cause  of  the  Iconoclast  that  Pepin  had  ex- 
posed his  person  and  army  in  a  double  expedi- 
tion beyond  the  Alps :  he  possessed,,  and  might 
lawfully  alienate,  his  conquests :  and  to  the  im- 

P*  63^S)  is  not  exempt,  I  have  been  guided,  in  the  limits  of  the  ex« 
archate  and  PentapoUs,  hy  the  Dissertatio  Chorographica.Itali^  Me-* 
<iu  iEvi,  torn.  X,  p.  160-lBO. 
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CHAP,  i^ortiinitieso/'the  Greeks,  he  piously  replied^  that 
no  human  consideration  should  tempt  him  to  re^ 
sume  the  gift  which  he  had  conferred  on  the 
Roman  pontiff  for  the  remission  of  his  sins,  and 
the  salvation  of  his  soul.  The  splendid  donation 
was  granted  in  supreme  and  absolute  dominion, 
and  the  world  beheld  for  the  first  time  a  Christ- 
ian bishop  invested  with  the  prerogatives  of  a 
temporal  prince ;  the  choice  of  magistrates*  the 
exercise  of  justice,  the  imposition  of  taxes, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  palace  of  Ravenna.  In 
the  dissolution  of  the  Lombard  kingdom^  the  in- 
habitants of  the  dutchy  of  Spoleto'  sought  a  re- 
fuge from  the  storm*  shaved  their  heads  after 
the  Roman  fashion,  declared  themselves  the  serv- 
ants and  subjects  of  St.  Peter,  and  completed, 
by  this  voluntary  surrender,  the  present  circle  of 
the  ecclesiastical  state.  That  mysterious  circle 
was  enlarged  to  an  indefinite  extent,  by  the  ver- 
bal or  written  donation  of  Charlemagne,^  who, 
in  the  first  transports  of  his  victory,  despoiled 
himself  and  the  Greek  emperor  of  the  cities  and  | 
islands  which  had  formerly  been  annexed  to  the 
exarchate.     But,  in  the  cooler  moments  of  ab- 

•  Spojetini  deprecati  sunt,  ut  cos  in  servilio  B.  Petri  reciperet  et 
more  RomaiMrum  tonsurari  facerett  (Anastasiuf,  p.  185).  Yet  it  mar 
be  a  question  whether  they  gave  their  own  persons  or  their  country. 

*  "rhe  policy  and  donations  of  Charlemagne*are  carefully  examined  i 
by  St.  Marc,  (Abregd,  tonn.  i*  p.  390-408),  who  has  well  studied  the  I 
Codex  Carulinu9.     1  beliave,  with  him,  that  they  were  only  verbal. 
The  most  ancient  act  of  donation  that  pretends  to  be  extant,  is  that 
o^  the  emperor  Louis  the  Pious,  (Sigonius,  de  Regno  Italictt  1.  iv » 
Opera,  torn,  ii,  p.  267-270) ;  it  authenticity,  or  at  least  its  integrity, 
are  much  questioned,  (Pagi*  A.  D.  817,  N».  7,  &c. ;  Muratori,  An-  1 
nali,  torn.,  vi,  p.  432,  &c. ;  Di&sertat.  Chorographica,  p.  33,  34) ;  but 
I  see  no  reasonable  objection  to  these  princes  so  freely  disposing  cf 
what  was  not  their  own. 
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•sfence  and  reflectidn,  he  viewed,  with  an  6jre  of  ghap. 
jealousy  and  envy^  the  recent  greatness  of  his  ec-  ^^l^[^ 
clesiastical  ally.  The  execution  of  his  own  and 
his  father's  promises  was  respectfully  eluded: 
the  king  of  the  Franks  and  Lombards  asserted 
the  inalienable  rights  of  the  empire ;  and,  in  his 
life  and  death,  Ravenna,*  as  well  as  Rome,  was 
numbered  in  the  list  of  his  metropolitan  cities. 
The  sovereignty  of  the  exarchate  melted  away 
in  the  hands  of  the  popes;  they  found  in  the 
archbishops  of  Ravenna  a  dangerous  and  domes- 
tic rival  :*  the  nobles  and  people  disdained  the 
yoke  of  a  priest ;  and,  in  the  disorders  of  the 
times,  they  could  only  retain  the  memory  of  an 
ancient  claim,  which,  in  a  more  prosperous  age, 
they  have  revived  and  realized. ' 

Fraud  is  the  resource  of  weakness  and  ciin-  Forgery  of 
ning;  and  the  strong,  though  ignorant, 'barbarian,  J^f/°"*" 
was  often  entangled  in  the  net  of  sacerdotal  po-  Coiwun- 
licy.    The  Vatican  and  Lateran  were  an  arsenal 
and  manufacture,  which,  according  to  the  occa- 
sion, have  produced  or  concealed  a  various  col- 
lection of  false  or  genuine^  of  corrupt  or  suspi- 
cious, acts,  as  they  tended  to  promote  the  in- 
terest of  the  Roman  church.     Before  the  end  of 
the  eighth  century,  some  apostolical  scribe,  per- 
haps the  notorious  Isidore,  composed  the  decret- 

"  Charlemagne  solicited  and  obtained  from  the  proprietor,  Hadrian 
1 1  the  mosaics  of  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  for  the  decoration  of  Aixla- 
Chapelle,  (Cod.  Carolia.  epist.  67,  p.  223). 

*  The  popes  often  complain  of  the  usurpations  of  Leo  of  Ravenna, 
(Codex.  Carolin.  epist,  51,  52,  -53,  p.  200-205) :  Si  corpus  St.  An- 
dres fratris  gerpiani  St.  Petri  hie  ,'humassiBt,  nequaquam  nos  Roma> 
ni  pontifices  sic  subjugasscnt,  (Agnellus,  Liber  Pontificaiis,  in  Scrip- 
tores  Rerum  Ital.  torn,  ii)  pars  i,  p.  107). 
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gHAP.  dl«f,  aftd  the  donation  of  Constan^ttiev  the  twt^ 
^^^  magic  pillars  of  the  spiritual  tmd  Umj^sl  m- 
narchy  of  the  jj^pes. .  Thia  iqemoraldf  doaiation 
was  introduced  to  the  world  by,  an  episUe  of 
Adrian  I»  who  exhorts  Charlemi^ppte  to  iioi- 
tate  the  liberality,  and  revi^ve  the  name,  of  the 
^  great  Constanttne/  Accwdifig  to  the  If^Qd, 
the  first  of  the  Christian  emperors  ^ap  heal- 
ed of  the  leprosy,  and  purified  in  the  waters 
of  baptism,  by  St«  Silvester,  the  Roman  bishop; 
and  never  was  physician  more  glorioudy  recom* 
pensed.  His  royal  proselyte  withdrew  froifi  his 
seat  and  patrimony  of  St.  Peter ;  declared  his 
resolution  of  founding  a  new  capital  in  the  East; 
^d  resigned  to  the  popes  the  free  suid  perpetual 
sovereignty  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  the  provinces  of 
the  West.'  This  fiction  was  productive  of  the 
most  beneficial  effects.  The  Grieek  prtnpef  were 
convicted  of  the  guilt  of  usurpation ;  ^d  the  re- 
Tolt  of  Gregory  was  the  claifn  of  his  lawful  inhe- 
titance.  The  popes  were  delivered  from  their  debt 
of  gratitude ;  and  the  nominal  gifts  qf  thp  Carlo* 

'  Piissimo  Constantino  magno^  per  ejus  largitatem  S.  R.  Ecclesia 
elevata  et  exaltata  est,  et  potfttatem  in  Ms  Hesperiae  pttrti^us  largiri 
4i|EaAtus«st  .  •  .  «  Quia  ecce  nevus  Constantin^s  hli  temporibus, 
&c.  (Co4«x  Carqlln.  epist.  49,  in  torn,  iii,  pars  ii,  pw  195>  Fagi 
(Critics,  A.  IX  324,  N*.  16)  ascribes  them  to  an  impostor  of  the  viiltb 
c^tury»  who  borrowed  the  name  of.  St^  Isidore :  bis  humble  title  of 
^eccakr  was  ignorantly,  but  aptly,  turned  into  Mercaimr :  his  jner- 
chandise  was  indeed  profitable*  and  a  few  sheets  of  paper  were  sold 
for  mucb  weslth  and  power, 

*  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Greec.  torn,  vi,  p.  4-7)  has  enumerated  the  se- 
r^ral  editions  of  this  Act,  in  Greek  and  Latin.  The  copy  which 
Laurentius  Valla  recites  and  refutes,  appears  to  bift  taken  either  from 
ihe  spttfious  Acts  of  St.  Silvester  or  from  Gratiaii^s  Decree,  to  which; 
according  to  him  and  others,  |t  has  beeii  surreptitiously  fitcked. 
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^giiiDs  w^ere  no  more  than  the  just  and  irrevw^  ^^^' 
able  restittttion  of  a  scanty  portion  of  the  ecde* 
siastkal  state.  Hie  sovereignty  of  Rome  no  loog^ 
er  depended  on  the  choice  of  a  fidde  people ;  and 
the  successors  of  St.  Peter  and  Constantino  were 
invested  vnth  the  purple  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Caasars.  So  deep  was  the  ignorance  and  credu* 
fity  of  the  times,  that  the  most  absurd  of  fables 
was  received,  with  equal  reverence,  in  Greece 
and  in  France,  and  is  still  inrolfed  among  the  de* 
erees  of  the  cation  law.^  The  emperors,  and  the 
Romans,  were  incapable  of  discerning  a  forgeky, 
that  subvelted  their  rights  and  freedom ;.fmd 
the  only  oj^sition  proceeded  from  a  Sabine 
monastery^  which,  in  the  b^;inning  of  the  twelfth 
century,  disputed  the  truth  and  validity  of  the  do* 
nation  of  Constantino.^  In  the  revival  of  letters 
and  liberty  this  fictitious  deed  was  transpierced 
by  the  pen  of  Laurentius  Valla,  the  pen  of  an  e\o* 
quent  critic  and  a  Roman  patriot.''    His  contero- 

*  In  the  year  1059»  it  was  believed  (was  it  believed  ?)  by  Pope 
leo  IX,  Cardinal  Peter  Damianus,  ftc.  Muratori  places  (Annali  d*^ 
Italia,  torn,  iz,  p.  83,24)  the  fictittoua  donations  of  Lewis  the  Pious, 
the  Othos,  &C.  de  Donatione  Constantini.  See  a  Dissertation  of  Na« 
talis  Alexander,  seculam  iv,  diss.  S5,  p.  3S5-350. 

^  See  a  large  account  of  the  controveray,  (A.  D.  l'l05>,  whidi  aroas 
(rom  a  private  lawsuit,  in  the  Chronicon  Parsense,  (Script.  Rerum 
Italicarum,  torn.  U,  pan  ii,  p.  637,  &c.),  a  coploua  extract  from  the 
uvhives  of  that  SenedietiDe  abbey.  They  were  formerly  acoesaifale  te 
curious  foreigners,  (Le  Blanc  and  Mabillon),  and  would  have  enrich^ 
cd  the  first  volume  of  the  Historia  Monastica  ItaUa  of  Quirini*  But 
they  are  now  imprisoned  (Muratori,  Scriptorea  R.  L  tom«  il*  pars  iU 
P-  2(i9)  by  the  timid  pi^iey  of  the  court  of  Borne ;  and  the  future 
cardinal  yielded  to  the  voifeof  authority  and  the  whisper*  of  ambi- 
tion, ((^nirini*  Comment  para  ii,  p.  123*>1S6). 

'  I  have  reed  in  the  ooilectian  of  Schardius  (de  PoteiUte  Impcridi 
Sccl^siaatid^  p.  734^780)  this,  animated  discourae,  which  was  com* 
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cHXi^;  pararies  ol  the.«sftebii«h  ceatoiy  were»it«iiM 
J^^^^  at  his  sacrikgioasbddnesg;  yetaich  fa  theaileat 
'"*'*'^*^  ftQti  iiT«stoliUe  progress  ef  reason^  ttittfc  before 
the  €iul  of  the  oedct  age,  the  fabte  was  rejected 
by  the  eoAtempt  of  historians'^  and  poets,*  aad  Ae 
tacit' OF  modest  oepsttre  of  tho  advocates  of  tte 
Romaa  cliu^di/  The  popes  thefoselves;  have  in 
dttlged  e  smile  at  the  crednHty  of  the  Ttilgar;^ 
but  a  feke  and  obsolete  title  still  s^netifiet  their 
feign;  smAhj  the  same  fertuhe  which  has  attend- 
ed the  decrees  and  the  SibjrBine  oracles*  the  e- 
diftee  has  wbsisled  after  the  ibundati<»s  have 
been  uDdermiDed. 

posed  by  the  author.  A.  0.  im,  six  years  after  th«  flight  of  Pbpe 
Kugenius  1 V*  It  is  a.  m«ft  tehttneat-patty  jMunpfc^it ;  Va»»  jJM«ifi» 
and  anUnatea  th^  revolt  oft  th^  Kooiaiu,  ami  vould  even,  approve  ti« 
use  of  a  dagger  agakist  their  sacerdo^l  tyrant.  Such  a  o-itic  might 
ixpect  the  persecution  of  the  dergy ;  yet  he  ma^de  his  -peace,  and  a 
«uHed  i^  the  La^ergB^  <B«yl«i,  Pictioaawe  Cr|ti^^jB,  Vaiaa;  Voswas. 
de  HistoricJs  Latinis,  p.  580> 

'  «*  See  Guicciardiiri,  a  servant  of  the  popes.  In  that  "Jong  and  valaahte 
digtession,  which  has  jnesuBted  its  ^aoe^in  the  I«0t-e4&iQi|i  €0T)«ct^ 
published  from  the  author's  MS.,  and  printed  in  four  rolumes  in  quw- 
to,  under  the  naittc  of  FriburgOy  17 75^  (Istosia  d*Ita£a»  torn,  it  P' 
885-39fi). 

.  «  The  PaiadinAstol^o  found  it  in  tiifi  vsmtm*.  a«iptte  ^  ^^ 
tibat  were  hwt  upon  earth,  (Orlando  Furioso,  axziv,  SOV 

Di  vari  flora  ad  un  gcamd  monte  paasa*. 

Ch'ahbe  gi^  buono  odove*  or  p«i?sft  foRte* 

^esto  ;era  il  dono  (ae  perd  dir  teoe) 

Che  Constaatiuo  al  buon  Silvestro  fece* 
Tet  this  incomparable  poem  has  beeo  approved^  hy  a  bull  of  Lea  X^ 
'  See  B«rDmus«  it  D;  3S4.  I^.  117-123^  A.  D.  lldlv  N*,  &h^' 
Th«  cardinal  wishaa  to  sopposa  that  Rondb  was  offieved  by  Coastan- 
tine,  and  r^vted  by  Silvesters    ,The  act  of  donatipn  lie  consideBt 
atrangety  enfougb,  ^  a  forgery  of  the  Greeks. 
•  t  fiamimur  n*ea  dit  guerres'  conftve  %  meora  en  a-t*il  trnpf  dtl,  at  iVa 
.     ^ouloit  sans  moi,  f  Cardinal  du  Fesrn»)^  qqi  Ji'einpKkai*:  oennirer  c^- 
te  (lartie  de  son  hiitoare.    J'^ca  detiaai  un  joar  avec  le  Pape»  et  il  oe 
B3e  repottdit  aatr^  choae  **  cha  volete?  i  C^ooaiei  I#  l^aeiae*.*'  it  1* 
Aisoit  sa  f^a^»  (PerrQ|9iaaa>.p.  77> 


WMl6thep<^8estaUisbedmItaly  their  free-  chap. 
dom  and  dommian,  the  images^  the  first  cause  of  ^^f^ 
Ikeir  reToDt,  were  restored  in  the  eastern  empire.^  Restora- 
Undcr  the  reign  of  CoMtantine  V,  the  union  of  J^^j„ 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  power  had  overthrown  the  ^^  ^^ 
tree,  without  extiipating:  the  root,  of  superstition.  emprLi 
The  idols,  fw  such  they  were  now  beldi  were  ^p'  ^^^ 
secretly  ch^ished  by  the  order  and  the  sex  most&e. 
prone  to  devotion }  and  the  fond  alliance  of  th« 
mmiks  and  fanudes,  obtained  a  final  victory  over 
the  reason  aiMJt  authority  4>f  man^    Leo  IV  main«i 
tained  with  less  rigour  the  religion  of  his  father 
and  grandfartber,  but  his  i;^ife^  the  fair  and  ,ambi- 
tiaus  Irene,  had  imbibed  the  «eal  of  the  Athen* 
iaas,  th#  heirs  of  the  idolatry,  rather  than  the 
philosophy,  of  their  ancestors.     During  the  life 
pf  her  buabsmd,  these  sentiments  were  inflamed 
by  danger  and  dissimulation,  and  she  could  on- 
ly labour  to  protect  and  promote  some  favourite 
monks  whom  she  drew  from  their  caverns,  and 
seated  on  the  metropolitan  tbrone$  of  the  East. 
But  as  soon  as  she  reigned  in  her  own  name  and 
thsrt  of  her  son,  Irene  tfkore  seriously  undertook 
the  ruin  of  the  Iconoclasts  ;  and  the  first  steji 

^  the  rexnluniiig  history  of  images,  from  Ifene  to  'Theodort^  is  eoI« 
}ected,  f«r  the  eathoUes,  by  Baronii^s  and  Pagi,  (A.  D.  7S0-440)  i 
Kat^Ui  ASexunder,  (Hiett*  N.  t.  ^c^Ium  viii;  r4nopiia  mitessus  H»i 
micos,  p.  118^178),  and  Dupiq,  (BibUot  Etcies.  toin.  Vi.  p.  136-. 
1^)  I  for  the  pratestants,  by  Spanbeini,  (Hist.  Imag.  p.  305^699)  i 
Basnage,  (Hist,  de  i^Eglise,  torn,  i,  {)•  556*572;  torn,  ii,  p.  1362^ 
1385),  and  Masheim,  (Institut.  Hist.  Ecolw.  s^eul^  viii  «t  il;).  The 
protestaata,  ex^t  M^abeioit  are  9QUved  With  eoMtrevePsy ;  but  tb# 
catholifia9  txcept  X>u|«ii»  are  intoned  by  the  fury  and  supentitiQn  ^ 
the  monks;  and  ev«n  ]e  Beau,  (Hist,  du  Bas  £mitire)^  agentjl(mvl 
«nd  a  scholar,  is  infetted  by  the  odious  contagion. 

m9 
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CHAP,    of  her  future  persecution,  was  a  general  ecTicf 
^^^  for  liberty  of  conscience.     In  the  restoration  of 
the  monks,  a  thousand  images  were  exposed  to 
the  public  veneration ;  a  thousand  legends  were 
invented  of  their  sufferings  and  miracles.    By 
the  opportunities  of  death  or  removaf,  the'  cpis^- 
cbpal  seats  were  judtciously  filled;  the  most  eager 
competitors  for  earthly  or  celestial  favour,  anti- 
cipated and  flattered  the  judgment  of  their  »ve- 
reign;  and  the  promotion  of  her  secretary  Tara- 
sius,  gave  Irene  the  patriarch  <#  Constantfaapie, 
and  the  command  of  the  oriental  chnreh.  But  ttic 
decrees  of  a  general  council  could  onfy  he  repcaf* 
ed'  by  a  similar  assembly  t  the  Iconoclasts 'whom 
she  convened,  were  boM  in  possession,  tod  averse 
to  debate ;  and  the  feeble  voice  of-  the  bislwps 
was  re-echoed  by  the  more-  formidable  ctamour 
of  the  soHiery  and  people  of  Constantqiople. 
vttdi        The  delay  and  intrigue*  of  a  yeaty  the  se- 
coimcii:     paration  of  the  disaffected  troopt^*   Imd  tlie 
m:e!       choice  of  Nice  for  a  secoml  oi:tbodQX'  synod,  re- 
s*  ^'iiJ'  moved  these  obstacles  ;  and  the  episcopal  een- 
Oct.  23.     science  was  again,  after  the  Greek  fashion,»iii  the 
hands  of  the  prince.     Na  more  than  e%^teen 
days  were  allowed  for  the  consummatiomttf  thi& 
important  work :  the  Iconoclasts  appeared,  not  as 
ju<]fees,  but  as  criminats  or  penitents ;  the"  scene 
wa&  decorated  by  the  legates  of  Pope  Adrian  and 

>  See  ^«  Acts,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  of  the  secofid  CotAidl  of  Nice, 
with  a  numiber  of  relative  pieces,  in  the  iTiith  volume  of  the  Couodls, 
p.'^4&^liSO0.  A  mithful  version,  Wit&  some  critmal  cotes,  would 
{B-ovdke;  £d>  dlifer^tit  readers,  a  gigh  biT a  smile.' •    • 
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d^e  eastern  patriarch/  the  decrees  were  framed  chap. 
by  the  president  Tarasius,  BBd  ratified  by  the  ^  ^^'^ 
^clamatioDS  and  subscriptions  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  bidiops.  They  unanimously  pronoun^^ 
ced,  that  l!he  worship  df'  images  is  agreeable  to 
scripture  and  reason,  to  the  fathers  and  coun<- 
cils  of  the  church :  but.  they  heskate  whether 
that  worship  be  relative  or  ^Urect ;  whether  the 
godhead,  >aiid  llie  £gure,  of  Christ,  he  entitled' 
to  the  same  mode  of  adoration.  Of  this  se- 
cond Nicene  council,  the  acts  are  stUl  extant ; 
a  curkms  monument  of  superstition  and  ignor* 
ance,  of  falsehood  and  ficrfly.  I  shall  only  no^ 
tice  the  judgment  of  the  t^bops,  on  the  com«- 
paoatiTe  merit  of  image-worship  and  morality. 
A  monk  had  conduded  a  truce  with  the  demon 
of  fornication,  on  condition  of  interrupting  his 
daily  prayers  to  a  {Mcture  that  hung  in  his  celt 
His  scruples  prompted  him  to  consult  the  ab* 
bcML  ^  Ra<iier  tiiaa  abstain  from  adoring  Christ 
""  and.  his  moth^  in  their  holy  images,  it  would 
''be  better  for  you,"  replied  the  casuist,  *^  to 
^  enter  every  brothel,  and  visit  every  prostitute, 
^^inthecity."^ 

^  The  pope*8  legates  ^ere  casnail  messengers,  two  priests  without 
^7  spiKial  comimcsioii,  and  who  were  disavowed  on  their  returxv 
Some  vagabond  monks  were  parsuaded  by  the  catholics  to  represent 
fte  oriental  patriarchs.  This  curious  anecdote  is  revealed  by  Theo- 
dore Studitesy  (epist.  i,  38,  'in  Sinnond.  0pp.  torn,  v,  p.  1319),  one 
of  the  warmest  Iconoclasts  of  the  age. 

^t/^fit  it  044  fin  iMrmXiwuf  iv  Tji  flffXii  r«iirji  w^uot  us  i  f«9 
**n>Jnf,  n  ivm  mfmgn  t«  tarfwtunuf  r«f  xufin  itfun  ««4  tin  Itjfvv  Xftr$9 
f^^*.^nit.4mf  mtnii  fbntfH  tv  utuiv.  These  visits  could  not  be  iuno- 
<^nt,  since  the  Ami^Lm  rtpnitu  (the  demon  of  fornication)  waXtfut  h 
*'»'»  •  .  .  c»  ftm  nf  ms  ifnnuf  mvrif  r^«$^«,  &c.  Actio  iv,  p.  90^  ; 
May^^  10^1 
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CHAP.  For  the  honour  of  orthodoxy,  at  least  the  or- 
.^^;^  diodoxjof  the  Bdouiq  churdi,  it  w  spmewhat  udi 
Final  esta-  fortiiiiate,  that  the  two  princes  who  convened  the 
ofS^*  two  councils  of  Nice^  are  both  staaaed  with  the 
*>y  ^^^  blood  of  their  sons.  The  second  pf  these  assto* 
ThMdora,  blies  was  approved  and  rigoronsij  execated  by 
^'  ?•  ^^-  the  despotism  of  Irene ;  and  she  refused  her  ad- 
versfaries  the  toleration  which  at  first'  she  had 
liranted  to  her  friends.^  During  th^  five  wcceed- 
ing  reignsy  a  period  of  thirty-eiglii  years,  the  coa* 
test  was  maintained^  wt th  utiabated  njgi  and  va- 
rious success,  between  the  worshif^ers  and  the 
breakers  of  the  images ;  but  I  am  noi  inclkied  to 
pursue  with  minute  diligence  the  repetttion  of  the 
same  events.  Nicephorus  allowed  a  general  li- 
berty of  speech  and  practice ;  zmd  th^  only  virtiie 
pf  hibi^  reign  is  accused'  by  the  mei^hs  at  theirause 
pf  his  temporal  an^  eieroal  pecdition.  Sapasti- 
tion  and  weakness  formed  the  chamqti^  oC  Mi- 
diael  I,  but  the  saints  and  images  were  incapable 
of  supporting  their  votary  on  the  throne.  &i  the 
purple,  Leo  V  asserted  the  same  and  i^ligios  of 
an  Armenian ;  and  the  idols,  with  th^  se^tious 
adherents,  were  condemned  to  a  second  exile. 
Their  applause  would  have  sanctified  the  mur- 
der of  an  impious  tyrant ;  but  his  assassin  and 
successor,  the  second  Michael,  was  tainted  from 
bis  birth  with  the  Phrygian  heresies;  he  at- 
tempted to  mediate  between  the  contending  par- 
ties ;  and  the  intractable  spirit  of  the  catholics 
insensibly  cast  him  into  the  opposite  scale.  His 
^noderation  was  guards  by  timidity;  but  his  son 
Theophilus,  alike  ignorant  of  fear  and  pitVj^  was 


ov  tins  iKMAK  «MpiM.  leti 

ifte kuft iM nitoBtcmel of thelcotiocliBtsu  Tbeen-  «» af. 
tbuBiasm  of  tibe  times  ?a&  6th>i)^]y  iig9i&st  theta ; .  ^'^^^ 


and  the  empeton^  whe  atettmied  the  tocrefat, 
were  6s;as|ie£tted  loid  liahisbed  I9  ^^he  public 
hfttred.  Aft^  tlie  ^ieidi  ^  Theopbilus^  die 
&iiA 'v^d.oiy  ^  ti«e  iiA|tgBe8  Wa^ 
cond  female,  his  widow  TliMdhra,  \1rb0m  he  }eft 
the  ^uarfilin  of  tt»e  ei^pire.  Her'  measuies 
were'bold  ^a^  ^edrt^/e.  Tine  IfioiiaA  of  a  tancfy^ 
rq)eiitatu]e  ^ibeolv^d  the  feme  ami  the  soul  of 
herdecettsed  busband:  the  senteiice  of  the  Ic^- 
tiiichik  poMiareh.wa»  commuted  from  the  loss 
of  his^ey^Efs  to  a  wfaippkig  of  two  liiiiuhred  lashed: 
tbehifi^ps  trefiriided,  ^tm  oionki  shouted^  and 
lii&iestivfll  of  orthodoxy  preserviss  theanikual 
fiietaor|r  ^f  <3ie  tiriumph  of  the  Inigftges,  A  single 
^qsestiMi  f^  i^emained,  wbelher  they  are  en- 
imkA  witli  atty  prqper  andinh^eiit  sAnetity; 
it  wm  «gltiit0d  %  the  <^i^eft:^  of  the  elevtoth 
century  ;'^  and  as  this  optoion  has  the  strongest 
recoAmendal^on  oi  absurdity,  I  ant  surprised 
that  jit  was  not  more  e^plieitly  decided  iQ  the 
^irm^tive.  la  the  West^  Pope  Admn  I  ac- 
«e]^ted  apd  announced  th6  decrees  of  the  Ni^ 
Dene  assembly,  which  is  now  revered  by  the 
catholics  as  the  seventh  in  rank  of  the  general 
councils*.  Kpme  and  ItsAy^wsm  docile  to  the 
vok^  of  itibeir  fether;  ba<  the  greatest  p^rt  of 
the  Latiii  Christians  were  far  bejiind  in  the  race 
of  superstition.  The  churches  of  France,  Ger-  Rehictanw 
many,  Eiiglind,  and  Spain,  steered  a  middle  Franks. 

"  See  an  ftccounf  of  this  controversy  in  the  Alexius  of  Anna  Com- 
Jiaia  0.  ▼,!>.  129)  and  Mosheim,  ansti^ut.  Hist.  Eccles.  p.  Zll,  3t2)» 


168  VmU  DICLIKB  ▲HD  rAL|« 

CHAT,  course  between  tlieadorBtionaiid.ilied^jtm^ 

JS^^  oi  images,  nffaich  theyiaAmtted  into  tbeir  tern- 

and  of      pies,  not  as  obfcctaFof  wdstship^  hvAm  Uirtilgr  and 

^^      usefol  memorials  of  faithi^nd  biitoiy.  rAn  mm 

A^D.794,  bookofcontroveraywas'coii^d^aidl.piibtf^ 

in  the  name  pf  dw^magne  i""  uiMter^bisim^of- 

ity  a  sTfiiod  of  three  hundred  bishops  ^mis  as* 

sembted  at^ Frankfort  ;'^  thejc  hbuwd  theijfttryi/^f 

the  Icmoeiasts>  but  (fchey>p»Boiine^  «iitterQ)S»* 

vere  censui^  against  the  superstilitiaoeS  tte 

Greeks,  wd  the  decrees  of  tMx*.  pri^Usa^fA^m* 

dl,  which  was  toag  deqmed  fey  the  bartfuyw^i  «f 

theWestJ^  Ammg  them  the ^mfsbipioi^imglQs 

advanced  with  silent  and  iiuieiisih}ejpr0gites»; 

but  a  laffge  atonement  is  made  for^  tbeirnke^ta*' 

tion  and  delay,  by  th&  gfqM  idolatrjr  .of/the  i^ 

which  precede  the  reformation,  and;  <^  the  i^auiv 

tries,  both  in  EuriDpe  and  Amj^ica*  whkdi  aret 

still  imn^r^d  in  the  gloom  «f  supemtittecurnii^ 

>  The  ^ibri  C«ro»m»  (SfHuOteUn.  p.  44S*5S^,  ffTOjygy^.l^^ 
palace  or  winter-quarters  of  Charlemagne,  at  Wormsy  A*  D*  799^ 
and  sent  by  Engehert  to  Pope  Hadrian  I,  t^o  ansvei6i'lh«fiSi^^^ 
grandis  ^t  yerbosa  epittola,  (Condi,  torn,  viii^  p.  15^).'  The  Caro- 
linefi  propose  120  objections  against  th^  Nlcene  synod,  iM  'Mcb  Tords 
>8  these  are  the  flowers  of  their  rhet6r)e^^«<lein€^fiu^  ^Mb<:#C}eiltifi« 
taiis  obaoletum  ertorem  .  .  .  .^  *  argttflierirta  inniiiilUhiWii?'^  ateoi- 
dlssima  .  .  .^.  derisione  dignas  nsenias,  dec- ^c. 

*  The  assemblies  of  Charlemagne  wef^  political  eta  #fcll  as^eeclesfi 
astical;  and  the  three  htfiidxed  merabeni<Nal«  Aiezcnd^r^eec^'Vii}» 
p.  53)  who  sat  and  vpted  at  Fraiikf<nt,  must  in^ludifr  npi  only  the 
bishops,  but  the  abbots,  and  even  the  princijial  teymeo.  * 

r  Qui  supra  sancttssima  patres  nostri  <epiicci|f-et'8ae^#dot«f>«Mm* 
Moifit  servttimn  et  a4om^nem  ii^mginom  'rentljeirtii  dontempsenlnt, 
atque  consentlentes  condemnaveniati  (Concil.  teln.  ix»  p.  101 ;  Ca- 
non ii,  FranckAxrd).  A  polen^o  milit  he  hlird-hearted  indeed,  who 
^oes  ttot  pity  the  effbrts  of  Baronios^  Pi^,  Alexander,  Malmbovr^ 
4e.  to  e}ude  this  unlucky  sentence. 


OF  THISEOMA^  nmfWfk  '10t 

Ulrfi(9afite1|l^^(keM8Jll•d|ll«dril^^        chap. 
reign  of  tbe  pi^m  Iwqe,  tfe«k.ti«^popes^cfiirtw^  ,:^'^^ 

mate4  the  SPptgmtlOIl  of>iU»|0:fUlAiit8t)rjliqr'ttitt  Final  M. 

translatioo  ^£v«tie  empkeitp  tbe;  Ifsai  wdHMiiK.S^^' 

betw^n-.Ute  fkrul  nsiiMm&:i  rdkgwMm^  notiddit  empire* 
sole  »Mi^  o£  tMi'i^W  ;rffid:wluliutiiey^^  ^*  ^^^ 
semblea  iit^  ipUfligB  of.  tl«i0  &ia»d8,  t^^iW. 
hdd^  mitb  r^kK^ance^and  s^spiaoi^'tlie  ,QiitAolife( 
Tirtu6»of|))ie|iifoes.  Thedifferwceof^giliSd 
and  miBiB^  h^,  papetu&ted  ^e.enuii|jjr  Qf;Alie 
two oa|^ta)»;  mi tkej  wen ajUtHfttodf fimnMiALy 
oth«  byt  tbe  hostile  oppoaitiotf  of  seventtjffeei^ 
i^  tlM|t/«lasW  t^  RamatiS'itfid  tt«(ed  <tf  ireo** 
dam,  iaD4  th^  popes  ^  spvfveigBtjr ;  IbeirywiiU 
mission^  wouli^tbaifie  99ipai3e<t  thum  tolhe  eeur^^ 
of  a  jesilpuB  tgrroQt^;  wfl  t^e^ic^oli^iliB^^ 
had  betrayed  l%e  iinpi9^eQi>  wntf^ett  jet  Ih^lfH 
ranfiyi«dr.<;betJA;^8M|3U9i^*o^  fThetG^tDOHki^tmr 
perqrs  had  re^itor^  the  im«gf$,  bi;^  ibey  jhad 
not  restqr^  !lih0  Cftlabrtafi  €stat0s^  aisi  the*  Jl^ 
Ijrrian  dipip^/  IfSh^  X^.  iQonpql^siUi  b^d  tOIA 

"i  Theophmafs  ^  343)  tpetdfies  those  of  Sicily  and  Calabria,  which 
yielded  aa  aawiU  nut  of  tUree  talents  and  a  half  of  gold,  ^>erbapa 
7,0OOL  sterUie^  JUutpra&d:inQ^  pompously  enumerates  the.pa^^ 
monies  of  the  Roman  church  in  Greece,  Judea,  Persia,  Mesopotamia^ 
Babylonia,  Bgypt,  and  LybjA,  which  were  detained  by  the  injustice 
of  the  Greek  cmfaror*  (Legat.  ad  Nicephorum,  in  Script.  Reriim 
Italicarum,  toqa*  ^^  paw  i,  p^  481).  .         . 

'  The  great  ^ioc^iis  of  the  eastern  Illyricum,  v^lth  Apulia*  Calar 
bria,  and  Sicilyj^  (Thom^^in,  Discipline  de  T^gliae,  torn,  i,  p.  U^; 
by  tbe  confession,  of  the  Greeks^  tbe  patriarch  of  Constantinople  hf^ 
detached  from  Roq^«  the  netrapolitans  of  Thessalonici^  Athene 
Corinth,  Nicopolis»  and  Fatr«i,  (Luc.  Holsten.  Geograph*  Sac^^ 
^  22);  and  his  spiritual  oooquestf  ez^nded  to  Naples  and  Amal- 
plUf  (Giannone,  Istoria  Civile  di  Napoli,  torn*  h  £•  SU-^^iih  Pag^ 
A- 1>.  T30,  N«.  11). 


ITO  TUX  »SCll)7ft  ANt)  tAtL 

J^'.^,  Affarian  threatoift  Aem  with  a  sentence  of  ex- 
mmmunicatioii  tittl«8s  tbef  speedtfjr  id]guFe  this 
^^ttfrtical  haresy/  The  Greeks  wek*^  how  ortho- 
dasB,  but  their  rdigidii  might  be  tainted  by  the 
breath  <tf  the  iBignkig  monarch :  the^'FraAks 

'  were.  Bbw  coiituiiia6iati»;  but  a  dHseeMSog^  eye 

night  discern  their  appnMdiiiig^cbiiversion  from 
theUfle,tO'thea^toratiM,of«iM|fed.  iHieiiame 
<if  Churleiiii^ive was  staiaedby the pelenifc acri- 
meiiy  ef  his  scribes ;  btitthe  conqaeror  letnseif 
«Mfoiwed,  with  Ihe  teaEifier  of  ai  itates0l£tD»  to 
^te  iraxious  practke  of  France  ahd  Italy,  In  his 
fym  j^grimages  or  visits  to  tiie  Va^an^^te  em- 
braeed  the:  popes  in  ik&  eOBununioa  of  ifriend- 
sh^  ei»d  peitf ;  knelt  hefiire  thetoaihy  aM  con- 
aeqfueatly  heft»«  tiie/kiiage»;df  the  apoatle;  and 
joined  without  scrufrfe^  <hi  all  ^'  prayers  mi 
fvocessioM  of  the  Roiiiaii'4iturg^.  WoaM  pru- 
4ieaice  or  gratitude  allow  4he>>iKinilffi»  te  re^ 
fiounce  theh'  benefactor  ?  Had  tb^  a  ^t  to 
alienate  his  gift  of  the  exarchitfce?  Had  thej 
power  ^o  abolish  his  government  of  Rome?  The 
title  of  patoician  was  below  the  ment  uid  great- 
ness of  Chariemagne;  and  it  w^  ioAf  by  re- 
vivingthe  western  empire  that  they  couJd  pay 

■  In  hoc  oftenfitur,  quia  ex  un(T  capitulcT  efh'i^ror^^Mfer^i,  in  alifs 
enobm,  in  ndem  (was  it  the  same  f)  perinaneant  €rt^'  /.  .  .  de 
diocesi  S.  R.  K.  sen  de  patrimoniis  it^rum  incre|>ant68  commonemus, 
ut  iri  ea  restitocre  noluerlt  l&ereticum  eam  prd'hnjuimodi  errore  per- 
«eyanti&  decemexnus,  (Epltt,  Hadrian.  Papa^  ad  Cdrolum  Magnuni, 
in  Concil.  torn,  viii,  p.  159S);  to^T'rtHeh  he  adds?  a  reason,  roost  di- 
rectly opposite  to  hig  conduct,  that  he  prefefred  the  salvation  of  soul; 
«Qd  rule  of  faith  to  the  goods  of  this  tr^nsii^ofy  worI4. 


their obKgatioos  or  seeing. Ifarir.estsdifisbiBeiit*  &hafi 
By  this  <feci$ive  Inaeasvre  tliey.wiMld  fifialijrera^  ,^'^^^ 
dkatetbeddiifisof  the  GredtsfKdm^tbedcbaBe* 
ment  of  a  prbnodal  tows  i  the  majcstj  of  Rome 
would-be  redtored :  the  htt&n  GHrisilans  Would 
be  ifflHed'tfader  a  siqireino  bead^  in  their  aiuHeiA 
metropolis;  and  the  conquerars  of  the  Wert 
iv^!d  rtoeite  ibetr  crown  from  the  Bucoeteora 
ofStPeter.  ^e  Roman  ohurdr«DQldataq[uire 
a  eeabas  atid  jr6B{lectable  adrocate ;  and;  under 
the  shadow  of  the  Carloirfaigtan  power^  4fa&  l^ishofi 
imgfat  .exerdbe^  with  honour  and  safety^  the  jg^ 
vernment  c^  Uw  city/ 

B^i!e  the  ruin  of  paganism  in  Rjomep^  this  Conma. 
ponpetilioii  for  a  wealthy  hisbopnic  had  orbm  charie- 
been  produotire  of  tumult  and  bluHdahed.    The  ^^^^ 
people  was.  less  numerous,  but  the  tiiaies  were  of  Rome 

,  *  .  J'   1     and  of  the 

vae^t  sarage^  the  pnae  more  usiportant/  and  the  west, 
chtir  of  ^,  Peter  was  fierce3y  disputed  by  the  ^'^* 
leading  edclesiaaticis  who  aspired  to  the  rank 
of  soiri»eiga,      The  reign  of  A^kianv  I^"^  «mr^ 

^  Fontanini  considers  the  emperors  as  no  mor^  than  the  advocates  of 
ttie  church,  (advocatus  f^  d^fetisof  S.  R.  B.  Se^  Ducange,  Gloss.  Lat. 
um*u^  WB7^  Iiii)«Sitaga*iM. Mtttttori  ?«dd«M th« {i^pesKv b« ai 
inore  tb^  tbe  tjKarefas  of  t|ie  emperor.  In  thjs  more  equitable  view 
of  Mosheim,  (Institut  Hist.  Eccles.  p.  264,  2iS5),  they  held  Rome  nn- 
<Jer  th«  eak|nre  as  the  most  honeutahle  speciee  of  fief  or  bene6ce-*-pre-^ 
iQuntur  nocte  oaliginosi ! 

'  His  merits  and  hoip^$  aire  sumnied  vp  in  an  efHtaph  of  thirtjr-ei^t 
verses,  of  ivhich  Cbarl0magsve  declares  himself  the  author,  (ConciL* 
torn,  viu,  p,  S29U 

Post  patrem  lacrymaos  Candns  hsec  carmina  acipsL 

To  mihi  dulcis  amor*  te  modo  plango  pater  •  •  • 

Nomina  jungo  simul  tUulje,  elarissime,  nostm 

Adrianus,  Car<ilus»  rex  efo,  toque  paten 
The  poetry  might  he  supplied  hy  Akuin  ;  hut  the  teaipi  the  mosl^ 
((loricus  tribt|tey  can  on]j  belong  to  Charlemagne. 


I7f  T^V  DVCL1NB  AND  VALL 

cnxn  panes  tbe  meaBore  of  past  or  sacceedmg  ages  -^ 
J^[^^  the  walls  of  Rome,  the  saiaeA  patrimony,  the 
"^niiii  of  tile  Lcttabanis,  and' the^friendsifaip  of 
Charlemagne^  were  the  trophies  of  his  feme  :  he 
secretly  edified  Uie  tiirone  ^f  bis  socoenors,  and 
diqplajned  ^in  a  narrow  space-  the  virtues  of  a 
great  prince.  His  memory  was  revered;  but 
in  the  next  election,  a  priest  of  the '  Lateran, 
Leo  III,  was  i»«ferred  to  the  nephew  and  the 
fisronrite  of  Adrian,  whom  he  had  promoted 
to  the  first  dignities  of  the  church.  Thdr  ac- 
^pnescence  or  repentance  disguised,  above  four 
years,  the  blackest  intention  of  revenge,  tai  the 
day  of  a  procession,  wh^  a  fnrious  band  of  con- 
iKfirBtors  dispersed  the  unarmed  multitude,  and 
asisaulted  with  blows  and  wounds  the  sacn^  per- 
son of  the  pope.  But  their  enterprise  on  his  life 
or  liberty  was  disappointed,  perhiqis  by  their 
own  confiision  and  remorse.  Leo  was  left  for 
dead  on  the  ground ;  on  his  revival  firom  the 
swoon,  the  ^Bect  of  his  loss  of  blood,  he  recover* 
ed  his  speech  and  sight ;  and  this  natural  event 
was  improved  to  the  miraculous  restoration  of 
his  eyes  and  tongue,  of  whteh  he  had  been  de- 
prived, twice  deprived,  by  the  knife  of  the  assas- 
sin&^    From  his  prison,  he  escaped  to  the  Yati- 

'  *  ETory  new  pope  it  «dmoQlslied^-»><<  Sande  Pflier,  mm  yidelMs  an« 
*t  UM  Petri/*  twenty  five  yean.  On  the  whole  series  the  Average  is 
about  eight  years— a  short  hope  for  an  ambitioua  cardinaL 

'  The  asforance  of  Anastasius  (torn,  iii,  pars  i,  p.  197, 19S)  is  sup- 
ported by  the  .credulity  of  some  French  annalists  |  but  Egiahard,  and 
«ther  writers  of  the  same  age,  are  more  natural  and  sincere.  **  Unus 
•^  ei  oeulus  paullulum  est  Isesus,**  says  John  the  deacon  of  Naples^ 
(Vit.  Bpiscop.  NapoL  in  Scriptores  Muraf«ri»  torn,  i,  pan  ii,  p.  312), 

Tl^eodolphus* 


can ;  die  duke  of  ^leto  hastaMd  to  bis  rescue^  eujutr^ 
ChartemagBe  sjaqftatbised  in  Us  injiuy,  and  in  ^J?^*?^ 
his  camp  of  Paderborn  in  Wesl|ibalia  accepted  or 
solicited  a  visit. from^tbe  Roman  pontiff,  Leo 
repassed-tbe  Alps  witb  a  oommissioB  of  coimta 
and  bisbops^  ^  giwrds  4tf  bis  safety  and  tbe 
judgesNt^bis  umooemse  i-and  itiwas  not  without 
reluctance^  that  tbe  /cimqiaeiar  f)i  the  Saxons  de* 
iayed  ttti  tbe  ensuing  year  tbe  peraonal  discbarge 
of  tbift^pionik  oflioe.  In  bis  foaitb  and  last  i^^ 
giimagei  be  was  veceiaied  at  SLome  witb  tbe  due 
boaoiim4Kf  king  and  patrician:  Leo  was.  permits 
ted  to^pni^  bimself  by  oatb  of  tbecdmes  im* 
puted  to  bis  duu^ :  bis  enenuea  wevei  siknced, 
and  the  saeritegioiis  atten^t  against  bis  life  was 
punished  by  tbe  mild  and  insufficient  penalty  of 
exile.  On  the  festival  of  Gbrisfcasas,  tbe  buA 
year  otlheaig^tb  century,  Cbarlemagne  appear*- 
ed  in  Uie  ehun^  of  St.  Peter;  and,  to  gratify 
the  vanifty  laf  Eome^  be  bad  eiccbanged  the  sim^ 
pledn^^  bis  country  for  tbe  baUt  of  a  palcir 
cian.'  After  the. celebration  of  tbe  holy  myste* 
ries»  Leo  suddenly  placed  a  precioiis  crown  on  ./ 
his  headi^iand  the  dome  resounded  witb  the  ao* 

Theodolphtfc;  a  coaixmapbmf  biiftidp  of  Orieans*  obsenres  wkh  pru- 
^eocfy  (L  iii«  cann*  3)^  •    : 

Reddita  rant  f  minim  est :  mkunt  est  auferre  nequtsse.  , 
Bst  tamen  in  dubio,  hine  mirer  aut  indc  magis. 
'  Twfces  at  tbe  ftqiidtt  of  Hadrian  and  Le^,  lie  appeared  at  Rome 
'-tof)g&  tuiilfei'et  ehlamydie  amictust  et  cidtieftmenHs  quoque  Romano 
more  fomiatltf.  ^  Egibhard  (c.  zxiii,  p.  109-1 13>  describes*  like  Sue- 
tonius, tbe  'Bimpiicity  of  bis  dress^  so  popular  in  tbe  nation  ;  that  when 
Ohttrles  tllte  Bald  returned' to  Prance  in  a  foreign  habit,  the  patriotic 
dogs  barked  at  tfaef  apostate,  (Gaillard,  Vie  de  Cbarlema^e,  torn*  iv» 
M09).  .  . 

•  Sea  AnaitMlOa  (p.  Id9)''aiid  Bgiiihatd,  (c  xxviii,  p.  1S4.1S8^ 
The  unction  is  mentioned  by  Theopbanes,  (p.  399),  the  oftth  bjr  Sigo« 

nttm 


euAf^  dflmftti«ns  of  tbe  pMpte^~-*<  Umglitit  atid  vio 
J^^^  **  toirp  to  Charles^  the  inos^  pioaft  Augustus, 
^  crowned  by  Gbd  the  great  aad  pacific  fiittper* 
«<or  of  the  Romans  r  The  head  and  badffof 
Chariemagne  were  oooaeowted  lay  the  ratfal  unc^ 
ticm  t  after  the  exanple  of  the  C«8fprs  he  was 
saluted  or  adored  l^  the  pcmtiff ;  his  coroBatioo- 
oath  represents  a  priMiiise  to  maintain  tbe  £mth 
and  prirflcgee  of  the  chureb ;  and  the  first  fruits 
were  paid  in  his  rich  olEhrings  to  the  shrine  of 
^e  apostle.  In  his  familiar  ccmveraatiQii^  the 
emperor  prc^sited  his  ignorancis  of  the  inl^a^ 
tions  of  Leo»  which  he  would  hare  disf^paiuted 
by  his  absence  oa  that  memorable  day.  But 
the  preparations  of  the  cereHmhy  must  hatte  dis- 
closed die  secret ;  and  the  journey  of  Charle- 
magne reveals  his  knowledge  and  expectation  : 
he  had  acluiowledged  that  the  imperii^  title  was 
the  object  of  his  ambition^  and  a  Roman  senate  ; 
had  pronounced,  that  it  was  the  only  adequate  I 
reward  of  his  nierU;  and  servicesi^ 
Beign  And  The  appellation  of  great  has  been  often  be- 
•f  chark.  stowed  and  sometimes  deserved,  but  Chahle- 
A^a^7ss.  ^^^^^  ^  ^h^  ^^^7  prince  in  whose  favour  tbe 
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Bins,  <from  th«  Ordo  itoinanuB)*  and  the  'pope*s  ikdonliQit  m^r*  «iul-  j 
<)uoram  pptneipum,  bj  the  Annalcs  Bertinianl,  (Sortpt.  Murator.  torn.  ' 
ii»  pars  ii,  p.  SOU}, 

^  This  ^at  civeni  df  the  tvantiation  dr  restoration  of  the  e^iptre* 
is  related  and  diacusied  by  Natalia  Aleiaitder,  (aecul.  1X9  diaaert.  i, 
p^  390^97)  I  Pagi,  (teiii.  iii,  p.  41S) ;  Mtiratori»  (AraiaH  d*Hlili«» 
torn.  Ti,  p.  339^^359)  ;  Sigonius,  (da  Regno  ItaUee,  L  iv ;  0pp.  torn. 
»,  p«  m-t6l  I  J^panh^imi  (de  ^t4  Translhtione  laapeiU)  t  OianvMto, 
<toB!i.  i,  p.  SS5-40S) ;  St.  Marci-  (Abreg^  ChrM!iek^cpie»  tool*  i»  pb. 
438^50) ;  Gaillard,  (Hist,  de  Charlemagne,  torn,  ii,  p.  3aS-44^).  \ 
^Hteat  all  ihcM  node^s  Iwve  loma  religloHa  ^  Mtiteal  U»%  j 
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title  has  been  iadissolubly  Uetided^b  the  Bsme.  chap 
That  name,  with  the  additioii  of  smnt^  is  iosert*  ^^^5l. 
edin  the  Romiitt  cateniar;  and  the  saint,  by  a 
rare  fdicit j^  is  crowiied  with;  the  praises  of  the 
historians  aad  philosophers  of  an  enlighteiied 
age.'  His  real  merit  is  doubtless  enhanced  by 
the  bfflhartsm  of  the  natkn  and  the  times  from 
which  he  emcarged :  but  the  apparent  magni* 
tade  of  an  object  is  likewise  enlai^ped  by  an  un<« 
equal  ansparison ;  and  the  ruins  of  Pahhyra  de* 
rive  a  e^unial  fl^endour  from  the  nakedness  of 
the  surroundiB^  dfisert*  Without  injustice  to  his 
fame,  I  mayi  discern  some  blemishes  in  the  sanc« 
tit  J  and  greatness  of  the  restorer  of  the  western 
empke.  Of  bis  moral  virtues,  "chastity  is  not 
the  most  conspicuous  f  but  the  public  hapi»ines$ 
could  nothexaaterially  injured  by  his  nine  wives 
fff  ccmc^iaes,  the  Yarious  indulgence  of  meaner 
or  more  transient  amours,  the  multitude  of  his 
bastards  whom  he  bestowed  on  the  church,  and 
the  long  ceUbacy  and  lic^itious  manners  of  his 

•  By  Mabljy  (Observations  'sur  l*Hist©ire  de  France) ;  Voltaire, 
(Histoire  Generate)  {  Robertson,  (History  of  Charles  V),  and  Mon- 
tesquieu, (Esprit  de9  Loix,  L  xxxi,  c  18).  In  the  year  1782,  M* 
Gaillard  pul^Iished  his.  Histoire  Charlemagne,  (in  4  vols  llSmo),  which 
I  ha?e  freely  $ind  profitably  used.  The  author  is  a  man  of  sense  and 
Itumanity^  and  bis  work  is  laboured  with  ind.ustry  and  elegance.. 
But  I  h^ve  likewise  examined  the  original  monuments  of  the  reigns 
of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne,  in  the  vth  volume  of  the  Historians  of 
I'rance. 

*  The  viaion  of  Wei  tin',  composed  by  a  monk,  eleven  years  after 
the  death  of  Charlemagne,  shews  him  in  purgatory,  with  a  vulture 
who  is  perpetually  gnawing  the  guilty  paember,  whUe  the  rest  of  his 
^ody,  the  emblen:)  of  his  virtues,  la  sound  and  perfect,  (see  Gaillacd/ 
^m.  ii,  p.  317^360).  ' 
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CHAP,  daii^iters,*  whom  the  father  was  siK^iecled.  of 
^^^^v^  loviagiwith  too  fond  a  passbo.  I  ahdl  be  saiicdj 
permitt^l  to  accuse  the  ambition  t^  a  coiKpiaror ; 
bqt  iu  a  day  of  equal  reiributiim,  the  soo&of  his 
brother  Carloman,  the  Merovingian  priaoea  of 
Aquitaui,  and  the  four  thousand  five.handred 
Saxons  who  were  beheaded .  on  the  aame  spot, 
wopld  liave  soniething  to  allege  against  the  just- 
ice and  humanity  of  Charlemagne*  His  treat- 
ment of  the  vanquished  4SKS0U>ns'  was  an  abuse  of 
the  right  of  conquest ;  his  laws  were  not  less  san- 
guinary thap  his  arms,  and  in  the  disc^ismon  of 
bis  motives^  whatever  is  subtracted  from  bigotry 
must  be  imputed  to  temper*  The  sedentary 
reader  is  amazed  by  his  incessant  activity  of  xaind 
and  body;  and  his  subjects  and  enemies  ,were  not 
less  astonished  at  his  sudden  presence,  at  the  mq- 
n^ent  when  they  believed  Mm  at  the  most  distant 
extremity  of  the  empire;  neither  peaoe  nor  war, 
nor  summer  nor  winter,  were  a  season  of  repose: 
and  our  fancy  cannot  easily  reconcile  the  annals  of 
his  reign  with  the  geography  of  his  expeditions. 

*  The  marriage  of  Eginhard  with  Imma^  daughter  of  Charlemagne, 
18,  in  my  opinion,' sufficiently  refuted  by  the  pro^m  and  sutpicio  that 
sullied  these  fair  damsels*  without  excepting  his  own  wife,  (c.  xiz,  p. 
98-100,  cum  Notis  Schmincke.)  The  husband  must  have  been  too 
strong  for  the  historian. 

.  t  Besides  the  jgtuwsacres  and  transmigrations,  the  pain  of  death  was 
pronounced  against  the  following  crimes.— -1.  The  refusal  of  baptism. 
2*  The  false  pretence  of  baptism.  3.  A  relapse  to  idolatry*  4.  The 
murder  of  a  priest  or  bishop.  5,  Human  sacrifices.-  6,  Eating  meat 
in  Lent.  But  every  crime  mijght  be  expiated  by  baptism  or  penance, 
(Gaillard,  tom.  ii,  p.  !S41-!247);  and  the  Christian  Saxons  became  the 
iHesids  and  eqiials  ofthe  Franks,  (Struv.  Corpus  Hist.  Germanictt,  pu 
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But  this  activity  was  a  factional  ratliei*  tban  a  chap. 
personal  virtue ;  the  vagrant  life  of  a  Frank  was  ,^\^*» 
spent. in  the  chase,  in  pilgrimage,  in  military  ad- 
ventures ;  and  the  journeys  of  Charlemagne  were 
distinguished  only  by  a  more  numerous  train  and 
a  more  important  puipose.   His  military  renown 
must  be  tried  by  the  scrutiny  of  his  troops,  his 
enemies,  and  his  actions.    Alexander  conquered 
with  the  arms  of  Philip,  but  the  two  heroes  who 
preceded  Charlemagne,  bequeathed  him  their 
name,  their  examples,  and  the  companions  of 
their  victories.     At  the  head  of  his  veteran  and* 
superior  atmies,  he  oppressed  the  savage  or  dege- 
nerate nations,  who  were  incapable  of  confede- 
rating for  their  common  safety :  nor  did  he  ever 
encounter  an  equal  antagonist  in  numbers^  in  dis- 
cipline, or  itt  arms.  The  science  of  war  has  been 
lost  and  revived  with  the  arts  of  peace ;  but  his 
campaigns  are  not  illustrated  by  any  siege  or 
battle  of  singular  difficulty  and  success ;  and  he 
might  behold,  with  envy,  the  Saracen  trophies  of 
Ws  grandfather.  After  his  Spanish  expedition,  his 
rear-guard  was  defeated  in  the  Pyrenaean  moun- 
tains ;  and  the  soldiers,  whose  situation  was  irre- 
trievable and  whose  valour  was  useless,  might 
accuse,  with  their  last  breath,  the  want  of  skill 
or  caution  of  their  general.*     I  touch  with  re- 
verence the  laws  of  Charlemagne,  so  highly  ap- 

'  In  this  action  the  famous  Rutland,  llolando,  Orlando,  was  slain 
«^um  plaribus  alils.  See  the  truth  in  Eginhard,  (c.  9,  p.  51-56),  arid 
the. fable  in  an  ingenious  Supplement  of  M.  Gaillard,  (tom^  iii,  p.  474). 
I  ^he  Spaniards  are  too  proud  of  a  victory  which  history  ascribes  to  the 
Ciscons,  and  romance  to  the  Saracens. 
,    VOL.  IX.  N 
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CHAP,  plauded  by  a  respectable  judge.    They  con^pose 
%^.v,UU  »ot  a  system,  but  a  series,  of  occasional  and  mi- 
nute edicts,  for  the  correction  of  abuses,  the  re- 
formation of  manners,  the  economy  of  his  farms,, 
the  care  of  bis  poultry,  and  even  the  sale  ©f  his 
eggs.     He  wished  to  improve  the  laws  and  the 
character  of  the  Pranks ;  and  his  attempts^  how- 
ever feeble  and   imperfect,    are  deserving   of 
praise :  the  inveterate  evils  of  the  tiocie^  were 
suspendied  or  mollified  by  his  government  ;^  but 
ki  his  institutions  I  can  seklom  discovw  the 
general  views  and  the  immortal  spirit  of  a  legis- 
lator, who>  survives  himself  for  the  benefit  of 
posterity.     The  union  and  stabHky  of  bife  en^- 
pire  depended  on  iha  life  of  a  single  man :  be 
imitated  the  dangerous  practice  of  dividing*  bis 
kingdoms  among  his  sons ;  and;  after  his  nu- 
merous  die^s,  the  whole  constitution  Hvas  bsfft  to 
fluctuate  between  the  disorders  of  aoidfcliy  tend 
despotism.    His  esteem  for  the  piety  and  know- 
ledge of  the  clergy  tempted  him  to  intrest  that 
aspiring  order  with  temporal  dommion  and  civil  i 
jurisdiction ;  and  his  son  Lewis,  when  te  was 
stripped  and  degraded  by  the  bishops,  might  ac- 
cuse, in  some  measure,  the  Imprudence  of  bis 
fat  hen     His  laws  enforced  the  imposition   of 
tithes,  because  the  demons  bad  proclaiimed  in 
the  air  that  the  default  of  payment  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  last  scarcity,*     The  literary  merits 

^  Yet  Schmidt,  from  the  best  authorities,  represents  the  intertor 
disorders  aud  eppression  of  his  t'eign,  (Iiiftt.-des  AJlemands,  torn.  ii« 
p.  4&-49). 

'  Omnis  Tioino  ex  8u4  proprietdte  legltimam  decim^n  ad  ecolesiam 
conferat.      Expditeieiito  enzm*  dfdkmros,  in  anno,  quo  illH-talida  ' 

fanc« 
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of  Cbfurleiiiagne  are  attested  by  the  foundation  of  c  h  a  p. 
scidbls,  the  introduction  of  arts,  the  works  which  ,,^"  Ju 
were  fiublished  in  his  name,  and  his  familiar  con- 
aectioa'with  the  subjects  and  strangers  whom  h^ 
iiwited  to  bis  court  to  educate  both  the  prince 
and  people.  His  own  studies  were  tardy,  la- 
borious>  and  imperfect ;  if  be  spoke  Latin,  and 
understood  Greek,  he  derived  the  rudiments  of 
knowledge  frdiii  conversation,  rather  than  from 
books;  and,  in  his  matute  ag<^^  tlie  eihperor 
strove  to  acquire  the  practice  of  writing,  which 
every  peasant  now  learns  in  his  infancy.*"  The 
granimar  aiid  logic,  the  music  and  astronomy,  of 
the  times,  were  only  cultivated  as  the  handmaids 
of  superstition ;  but  the  curiosity  of  the  human 
mind  must  ultimately  tend  to  its  improvement, 
and  the  encouragement  of  learning  reflects  the 
purest  and  most  pleasing  lustre  dti  the  character 
of  Charlemagne.*    The  dignity  of  his  i)erson,"* 

fameff  Irreptit,  ebuttire  vacUas.  annbtki$  a  daeiiiombus  devoratay,  ct 

voces  exprobatlphis  auditas.  Such  is  the  decree  and  assertion  of  the 
great  Council  df  Frankfort,  (canon  xxv,  torn,  ix,  p.  105).  Both  Selden 
(HUt  of  Tithes  ;  Worlci,  vol.  ili,  part  ii,  p.  1146)  an^  Montesquieu 
(H^pritdes  Loix,  1.  xxxi,  c.  12)  ^represent  Charlemagne  as  the  first 
k^nl  author  of  tithes,  ^uch  obligGltions  have  country  gentlemen  to  ^ 
l»is  memory ! 

*  Egixdiai-d  (c.  i5,  p.  119)  dearly  afHrms»  teiitabat  et  scribere  .  .  . 
sed  parum  pro«pere  successit  labor  pracjiosterus  et  sefo  inchoatus.  The  • 

moderns  have  perverted  and  corrected  thi«  obvious  ipeaning^  and  the 
title  of  M.  Gaillard*s  Dissertation  (tQm.  iij,  p.  247-260)  betrays  1^ 
partiality. 

'  See  GaSllard,  torn,  iii,  p.  13^^176,  and  Schmidt,  torn,  ii,  p.  12J- 
129. 

"  M.  Gaillard  (tom  iii,  p.  372)  fixes,  the  true  stature  of  Charle^ 
magne  (see  a  Dissertation  of  M arqu8trd.Frehcr  ad  calceni  Eginhart,  p. 
220)  &c.)  at  five  feet  nine  inches  of  French,  aboiii  six  feet  one  inch  and  * 
a  fourth  English  measure.     The  romance  writers  have  increased  it  to 
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CHAP,  the  length  of  his  reign,  the  prosperity  of  hil 
J^J;J^  arms,  the  vigour  of  his  government,  and  the 
reverence  of  distant  nations,  distinguish  him 
from  the  royal  crpwd ;  and  Europe  .  dates  a 
new  era  from  his  restoration  of  the  western  em^ 
pire. 
hb**^"'  ire  That  empire  was  not  unworthy  of  its  title ;" 
iH  Fomoe.  and  some  of  the  fairest  kingdoms  of  Europe  i^^ere 
the  patrimony  or  conquest  of  a  prince,  who  reignr 
ed  at  the  same  time  in  France,  S^n,  Italy,  Ger- 
many, and  Hungary .•  L  The  Roman  provmce 
of  Gaul  had  been  transformed  into  the  name  and 
monarchy  of  Frakce;  but,  in  th^  decay. pf  the 
Merovingian  line,  its  limits  were  contracted  by 
4^  independence  of  the  Britons  and  the  revolt  of 
JLquiiain.  Charlemagne  pursued,  and  confined, 
,  the  Britons  on  the  shores  of  the  ocean ;  and  that  > 
ferocious  tribe,  whose  origin  and  language  are  so 
different  from  the  French,  was  chastised  by  the 
imposition  of  tribute,  hostages,  and  peace,.  After 
a  long  and  evasive  contest,  the  rebellion  of  the 

eight  feet,  and  the  giant  was  endowed  with  matchless  strength  and  ap- 
petite :  at  a  single  stroke  of  his  good  sword  Joycuse,  he  cut  asunder 
an  horseman  and  his  horse ;  at  a  single  repast  he  devoured  a  goose, 
two  fowls,  a  quarter  of  mution,  &c. 

■  See  the  concise,  but  correct  and  original,  work  of  d'Anville,  (Etats 
formes  en  Europe  apres  la  Chute  de  l*Empire  Remain  en  Occident, 
Poi'is,  1Y71,  in  -lio),  whose  map  includes  the  empire  of  Charlemagne: 
the  difterciU  parts  are  illustrated,  by  Valesius  (Notitia  Galliarum)  for 
k«Vance,  Beretti  (Dissertatio  Chorographica)  for  Italy,  de  Marca  (Marca 
Hispanica)  for  Spain.  For  the  middle  geography  of  Germany,  I  con- 
fess myself  poor  and  destitute. 

*  After  a  brief  relation  of  his  wars  and  conquests,  (Vit.  Carol. 
c.  5-14),  Egirihard  recapitulates,  in  a  few  words',  (c.  15\  the 
countries  subject  to  his  empire.  Strtiviuft  (Corpus  Hist.  Gennan. 
p.  118-149)  has  inserted  in  his  Notee  the  texts  of  the  old  Chr?.- 
niclc9.  .  •  ' 
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dukes  of  Aquitain  was  punished  by  the  forfeiture  chap. 
of  their  province,  their  liberty,  and  their  lives.  J^^ 
Harsh  and  rigorous  would  have  been  such  treat- 
ment of  ambitious  governors,  who  had  too  faith* 
fully  copied  the  mayors  of  the  palace.  •  *But  a  re*- 
cent  discovery  P  has  proved  that  these  unhappy 
princes  were  the  last  and  lawfuliieirs  of  the  blood 
and  sceptre  of  Clovis,  a  yotmger  branch,  froni  the 
brotB^r  of  Diagobert,  of  the  Merovingian  house. 
Their  ancient  kingdom  was  reduced  to  the  dutchy 
of  Gascfagffie,  to  the  coulities  of  Pesenafeic  and.Ar- 
magnac,  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees  :  their  race 
was  propagated  till  the  beginning  of  tfae^sixteenth 
centttty ;  and,  after  surviving  their  Carlo'vingiati 
tyrants,  they  were  reiaerved  to  feel  the  injustiei^, 
or  the  favours,  of  a  third  dynasty.  By  the  re- 
imioii'of  Aquitain,  France  was  enlarged  to- its 
present  boundaries,  with  the  additions  of  the  Ne- 
therlands and  Spain,  as  far  as  the  Rhine.  II.  The  Spain. 
Saracens  had  been  expelled  from  France  by  the 
grandfether  and  fathw  of  Charlemagne  j  but  they 
still  possessed  the  greatest  part  of  Spain,  from 
the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Pyrenees.  Amidst 
their  civil  divisions,  an  Arabian  emir  of  Saragossa 
implored  his  protection  in  the  diet  of  Paderbom. 
Charlemagne  undertook  the  expedition,  restored 
the  emir,  and,  without  distinction  of  faith,  im- 

**  Of  a  charter,  granted  to  the  monastery  of  Al£;on  U\^  D.  845)  by 
Charles  the  Bald,  which  deduces  this  royal  pedigree.  I  doubt  wheth6r 
some  subsequent  links  of  the  ixth  and  xth  centuries  are  equally  firm  ; 
yet  the  whole  is  approved  and  defended  by  1^.  Guillard,  (torn,  ii,  p.  60- 
9.1»  30^206),  who  affirms  thaf  the  family  of  Montesquieu  (not  of  the 
preuldentde  Monte^uieu)  is  desceaded^n  the  fenoale  line  from  Clotaire 
«nd  Clovis-.-an  innocent  pretension  ! 

N  s 
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CHAP.  partiaUy  crushed  the  resbtance  of  the  Christians, 
,^^^    and  rewarded  the  obedience  and  service  of  the 
Mahometans.     Ip  his  absence  he  instituted  the 
Spanish  march^"^  which  extended  from  the  Pyre- 
nees to  the  river  Ebro  :  Barcelona  was  the  resi- 
•  dence  of  the  French  governor :  he  possessed  the 

counties  of  Rmsillcn  and  Catalonia ;  and  the  in- 
fant kingdoms  of  Navarre  and  Arragon  were  sub- 
V^7'  ject  jbo  his  jurisdiction.  Ill-  As  king  of  the  Lom- 
bards, and  patrician  of  Rome,  he  reigned  over 
the  greatest  part  of  Italy/  a  tract  of  a  thousand 
miles  from  the  Alps  to  the  borders  of  Calabria. 
The  dutchy  of  Beneventum,  a  Lombard  fief,  had 
spread,  at  the  expence  of  the  Greeks,  over  the 
modem  kingdom  of  Naples.  But  Arrechis,  the 
reigning  duke,  refused  to  be  included  in  the  sla- 
very of  his  country  I  assumed  the  independeiit 
title  of  prince ;  and  opposed  his  sword  to  the  Car- 
lovingian  monarchy.  His  defence  was  firm,  his 
submission  was  not  inglorious,  and  the  emperor 
was  content  with  an  easy  tribute,  the  demolition  of 
his  fortresses,  and  the  acknowledgment,  on  his 
coins,  of  a  supreme  lord.  The  artful  fls^ttery  of 
his  son  Grimoald  added  the  appellation  of  father, 
but  he  asserted  bis  dignity  with  prudence,  and 
Beneventum  insensibly  escaped  from  the  French 

1  The  governors  or  counts  of  the  Spwiish  march  revolted  from 
Charles  the  Simple  about  the  year  900 ;  and  a  poor  pittance,  the 
Rousillon,  has  been  recovered  in  1542  by  the  kings  of  Prance,  (Lon- 
guerue,  Dfescription  de  la  Prance,  torn,  i,  p.  220-222).  Yet  the  Rou- 
sillon contains  186,900  subjects,  and  annually  pays  2,600,000  livres, 
(Necker,  Administration  ^es  Finances,  torn,  i,  p.  278,  279);  more 
people  perhaps,  and  doubtless  more  money,  than  the  march  of  Charle- 
magne. ■ 

»  Schmieit,  Hist,  des  Allemands,  tom.  if,  p,  200,  &c 
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yoW  IV.  Charleniagne  was  the  first  who  united  c h  at. 
GfiRMANY  under  the  same  sceptre.  The  name  ^L'^^ 
of  Oriental  France  is  preserved  in  the  circle  of  Germany. 
Franconia ;  and  the  people  of  Hesse  and  Thu* 
ringia  Were  recently  incorporated  with  the  vic^ 
tors,  by  the  conformity  of  ireligion  and  govern>- 
raent.  The  Alemanni,  so  formidable  to  tlie  Ro- 
mans, were  the  faithful  vassals  and  confederates 
of  the  Franks ;  and  their  country  was  inscribed 
within  the  modem  limits  of  Alsace,  Swabia,  and 
Switzerland.  The  Bavarians^  with  a  similar  in- 
dulgence of  their  laws  and  manners,  were  less 
patient  pf^a  master:  the  repeated  treasons  of 
Tasillo  justified  the  abolition  of  her  hereditary 
dukes ;  and  their  power  was  shared  among  the 
counts,  who  jmlged  and  guarded  that  important 
frontier.  But  the  north  of  Germany,  from  the 
Khine  and  beyond the£lbe,was^ll  hostileandpa- 
gan;  nor  was  it  till  after  a  war  of  thirty- three  years 
that  the  Saxonsbo  wed  undertheyokeof  Christ  and 
of  Charlem^gaa  Theidolsand  their  votaries  were 
extirpated :  the  foundation  of  eight  bishoprics,  of 
MuDster,  Osnaburgh,  P^derborn,  and  JMinden, 
of  Bremen^  Verdeii^Hildesbeim,  and  Halberstadt, 
define,  on  either  side  of  the  Weser,  the  bounds  of 
ancient  Saxony ;  these  episcopal  seats  were  thefirst 
^hools  and  cities  of  that  savage  land ;  and  the  re- 
ligion and  humanity  of  the  children  atoned,  in 
some  deg^iee,  for  the  massacre  of  the  parents.  Be- 
yond the  Elbe,  the  Slavic  or  Sclavonians,  of  similar 
manners  a,nd  various  denominatioh^/  overspread 

'  See  Qiannonc,  torn,  i,  p.  374,  375,  and  the  Annals  of  IMucmori, 
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CHAP,  ihe  modern  domiriioas  of  Prussia,  Poland,  anii 
v.^.^  J«.  Bohemia,  and  some  transient  marks  of  obedieiice 
have  tempted  the  French  historian  to  extend  the 
empire  to  the  Baltic  and  the  Vistula.  The«€on- 
quest  or  conversion  of  those  countries  isof  a  more 
recent  age  ;  but  the  first  union  of  Bohemia  wUh 
the  Germanic  body  may  be  justly  ascribed  to  the 

Hunf^ary.  arms  of  Charlemagne.  V.  He  retaliated  oa  the 
Avars,  or  Huns,  of  Pannonia,  the  same  calami^ 
ties  which  they  had  inflicted  on  the  nations*  Their 
rings,  the  wooden  fortifications  which  encircled 
their  districts  and  villages,  were  broken  dqw'n  by 
the  triple  effortof  a  French  army,  that  was  poured 
into  their  country  by  land  and  water,  through 
the  Carpathian  mountains  and  along  the  plain  ^of 
the  Danube.  After  a  bloody  conflict  of  eight 
years,  the  loss  of  some  French  generals,  was  a- 
venged  by  the  slaughter  of  the  most  noble  Huns: 
the  relics  of  the  nation  submitted :  the  r^iyal  re- 
sidence of  the  cbagan  was  left  desolate  and  un- 
known: and. the  treasures,  the  rapine  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  enriched  the  victorious 
.  troops,  or  decorated  the  churches  of  Italy  and 
GauL*  After  the  reduction  of  Ptmnonia,  the 
empire  of  Charlemagne  was  bounded  only  by^  the 
conflux  of  the  Danube  with  the  Teyss  and  the 
Save :  the  provinces  of  Istria,  Liburnia,  and  Dal- 
matia,  were  an  easy,  though  unprofitable,,  acces- 

*  Quot  prslia  in  eo  gesta  !  quantum  sanguinis  efifusum  sit !  Tes- 
tatur  vacua  omni  habitatione  Pannonia,  et  locus  in  quo  regia  Cagani 
fuit  ita  desertus,  ut  ne  vestigium  quidem  humanae  hsibitationes  appa- 
reat.  Tota  in  hoc  bello  Hunnorum  nobilitas  periit,  tota  gloria  decidit> 
f>mnis  pecunia  et  congesti  ex  longo  tempore  thesauri  ^repti  sunt. 
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sdon;  ai^  it  was  an  effect  of  bis^  mbderation,  chap, 
that  he  left  the  maritime  cities  under  the  real  or  '^^^^' 
nomind' sovereignty  of  the  Greeks.  But  these 
distant  possessions  added  more  to  the  reputation 
than  to  the  power  of  the  Latin  emperor ;  nor 
did  he  risk  any  ecclesiastical  foundations  to  re- 
claim the  barbarians  from  their  vagrant  life  and 
idolatrous  worship.  Some  canals  of  communi* 
caticHi  between  the  rivers,  the  Sa5ne  and  the 
Meuse,  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube,  were  faintly 
attimpted."^  Their  execution  would  have  vi- 
vified the  empire ;  and  more  cost  and  labour 
were  often  wasted  in  the  structure  of  a  cathe- 
dra}. 

If  we  retrace  the  outlines  of  this  geographical  his  neigh- 
ploture,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  empire  of  the  enemies" 
Fra&ks  extended,  between  east  and  west,  from 
the  Ebro  to  the  Elbe  or  Vistula ;  between  the 
north  and  south,  from  the  dutchy  of  Beneven- 
tum  to  the  river  Eyder,  the  perpetual  bound- 
ary of  Germany  and  Denmark.  The  personal 
and  political '  impqrtance  of  Charlemagne  was 
magnified  by  the  distress  and  division  of  the 
rest  of  Europe.  The  islands  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  were  disputed  by  a  crowd  of  princes 
of  Saxon  or  Scottish  origin ;  and,  after  the 
loss  of  Spain,  the  Christian  and  Gothic  king- 
dom of  Alphonso  the  Chaste,  was  confined  tq 

■  The  junction  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  was  undertaken  only 
for  the  service  of  the  Pannonian  war,  (Gaillard,  Vie  de  Charlemagne, 
torn,  ii,  p.  312-315).  The  canal,  which  would  have  been  only  two 
leagues  in  length,  and  of  which'  some  tmces  are  still  extant  in  Swabia^ 
was  interrupted  by  excessive  rains,  military  avocations,  and  supersti* 
tious  fears,  (Schaepflin,  Hist,  de  1' Academic  des  Inscriptions,  torn, 
xviii,  p.  255,     Molimina  fluviorum,  &^.  jungendorum,  p.  59-63). 
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cuAK  the  narrow  range  of  the  Asturian  mountamsi 
•.^^L  These  petty  sovereigns  revered  the  power  or 
virtue  of  the  Carlovingian  monarcbt  implored  the 
honour  and  support  of  his  alliance^  and  styled 
hun  their  common  parent,  the  sole  and  supreme 
emperor  of  the  West.^  He  nuontained  a  more 
equal  intercourse  with  the  caliph  Hwrau  al 
Ilashid/  whose  dominion  stretched  from  A- 
frica  to  India»  and  accepted  from  his  ambassa- 
dors a  tent,. a  water-clock,  an  elephant,  and 
the  keys  of  the  holy  sepulchre.  It  is  not  easy 
to  conceive  the  private  friend&^bip  of  a.  Frank 
and  an  Arab,  who  were  strangers  to.  each  other's 
person,  and  language,  and  religion :  but  their 
public  correspondence  was  founded  on  vaaity, 
and  their  remote  situation  left  no  room  for  a 
competition  of  interest.  Two- thirds  of  the  west* 
em  empire  of  Rome  were  subject  toGharl^nagne, 
and  the  deficiency  was  amply. supplied  by  bis 
command  of  the  inaccessible  or  invincible  na* 
tions  of  Germany.  But  in  the  choice  of  his  e« 
nemies,  we  may  be  reasonably  surprised  that  be 
so  often  preferred  the  poverty  of  the  north  to  the 
riches  of  the  south.  The  three  and  thirty  cam* 
paigns  laboriously  consumed. in  the  woods  and 
morasses  ofGermany,  wouldhavesufficedtoassert 

*  See  Eginhard,  c.  16,  and  Gaillard,  torn,  ii,  p.  361-385,  vbo 
mentions,  with  a  loose  reference,  the  intercourse  of  Charlemagne 
and  Egbert,  the  emperor^s  gift  of  his  own  sword,  aad  the  modest  an- 
€wer  of  his  Saxon  disciple.  The  anecdote,  if  genuine,  would  hive 
adorned  our  English  histories. 

.  y  The  correspondence  is  mentioned  only  in  the  French  annals,  and 
the  Orientals  are  ignorant  of  the  caliph's  friendship  for  the  CkruHw 
<%r— a  polite  appellat^'brii,  which  Harua  bestows  on  the  cinperot  o( 
the  Grcckc;. 
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tbe  amplitude  of  his  title  by  the  expulsion  of  the  chap. 
Greeks  from  Italy  and  the  Saracens  from  Spain.  ?^'^ 
The  weakness  of  the  Greeks  would  have  insured 
an  easy  victory :  and  the  holy  crusade  against  the 
Saracens  would  have  been  prompted  by  glory  and 
revenge,  an^  loudly  justified  by  religion  and  po- 
licy. Perhaps,  'in  his  expeditions  beyond  the 
Rhine  and  the  Elbe,  he  aspired  to  save  his  mo- 
narchy from  the  fate  of  the  Roman  empire,  to 
disarm  the  enemies  of  civilized  society,  and  to 
eradicate  the  seed  of  future  emigrations.  But 
it  has  been  wisely  observed,  that  in  a  light  of 
precautic»3,  all  conquest  must  be  ineffectual,  un- 
less it  could  be  universal ;  since  the  increasing 
circle  must  be  involved  in  a  larger  sphere  of  ho6-» 
tility.'^  The  subjugation  of^Germany  withdrew 
the  veil  which  had  so  long  concealed  the  conti- 
nent or  islands  of  Scandinavia  from  the  know* 
ledge  of  Europe,  and  awakened  the  torpid  cou- 
rage of  their  barbarous  niittves.  The  fiercest  of 
the  Saxon  iddaters  escaped  from  the  Christian 
tyrant  to  their  brethren  of  the  north ;  the  ocean 
and  Mediterranean  were  covered  with  their  pi- 
ratical fleets ;  and  Chajrlemagne  beheld  with  a 
sigh  the  destructive  progress  of  the  Normans^ 
who,  in  less  than  seventy  years,  precipitated  the 
fall  of  his  race  and  monarchy. 

Had  the  pope  and  the  Romans  revived  the  pri-  His  suo 
mitive  constitution,  the  titles  of  emperor  and  a.  d.  siu 
Augustus  were  conferred  On  Charlemagne  for  the  l^*  |" 

"  Gaillard,  torn,  ii,  p.  361-365,  471-476,  492.  I  have  borrowed 
his  judicious  remarks  on  Charlemagne's  plan  of  conquest,  and  the  ju- 
dicious distinction  of  his  enemies  of  the  first  and  the  second  encemke» 
(tern,  ii,  p,  184,  509,  &c.). 
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CHAP,   term  of  hii»  life ;  and  his  successors,  on  each  va- 
J!^i^^  cancy,  must  have  ascended  the  throne  by  a  form- 
911  in       al  or  tacit  election.     But  tiie  association  of  bis 
987^"^ '  son  Lewis  the  Pious  asserts  the  independent  ri^t 
France,      of  monarchy  and  conquest,  and  the  emperor  seems 
on  this  occasion  to  have  foreseen  and  prerented 
A.  D.  813.  the  latent  claims  of  the  clergy.    The  royal  youth 
was  commanded  to  take  the  crown  from  the  al- 
tar, and  with  bis  own  hands  to  place  it  on  his 
head,  as  a  gift  which  he  held  from  God,  his  fa- 
ther, and  the  nation.*    The  same  ceremony  was 
repeated,  though  with  less  energy,  in  the  subse- 
quent associations  of  Lothaire  and  Lewis  II ;  the 
Carlovingian  sceptre  was  transmitted  from  father 
to  son  in  a  lineal  descent  of  four  generations ; 
and  the  ambition  of'  the  popes  was  reduced  ta 
the  empty  honour  of  crowning  and  anbintinj^ 
these  hereditary  princes  who  were  already  invest* 
Lewis  the  ed  with  their  power  and  dominion.     The  pious 
a!°d!'614-  Lewis  survived  his  brothers,  and  embraced  the 
^^         whole  empire  of  Charlemagne ;  but  the  nations 
and  the  nobles,  his  bishops  -  and  his  children, 
quickly  discerned  that  this  mighty  mas§  was  no 
longer  inspired  by  the  same  soul ;  and  the  found- 
ations were  qndcrmined  to  the  centre,  while  the 
external  surface  was  yet  fair  and  entire.     After 
a  war,  or  battle,  which  consumed  one  hundred 
thousand  Franks,  the  empire  was  divided  by 

■  Thegan,  the  biographer  of  Lewis;  relates  this  coronation ;  and 
Parbnius  has  honestly  transcribed  it,  (A.  D^  813,  N*.  13,  &c. ;  eee 
GaiUa^rd,  torn,  ii,  p.  506,  507,  508),  howsoever  adverse  to  the  claims 
of  the  popes.  For  the  series  of  the  Carlovingians,  gee  the  historians 
of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany ;  Pfeffel,  Schmidt,  Velly,«  Muratori, 
and  even  Voltair«,  whose  pictures  ar«  sometimes  just  and  always 
pleasing. 
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tteaiy  between  his  three  sons,  who  had  violated   chap. 
every  filial  and  fraternal  duty.     The  kingdoms  J^^^ 
of  Germany  and  France  were  for  ever  sepa-  Lothaire  i, 
rated;    the  provinces    of  Gaul,  between   thegjg^*^^ 
Rhoae  and  the  Alps,  the  Meuse  and  the  Rhine, 
were  assigned,  with  Italy,  to  the  imperial  dignity 
of  Lothaire.     In  the  partition  of  his  share,  Lor- 
raine and  Aries,  two  recent  and  transitory  king- 
doms, were  bestowed  on  the  younger  children  ; 
and  Lewis  II,  his  eldest  son,  was  content  with  ^*^^'il* 

A.  D.  006^ 

ine  realm  of  Italy,  the  proper  and  sufficient  pa-  S75. 
trimony  of  a  Roman  emperor.  On  his  death 
without  any  male  issue,  the  vacant  throne  was 
disputed  by  bis  uncles  and  cousins,  and  the  popes 
most  dexterously  seized  the  occasion  of  judging 
the  claims  and  merits  of  the  candidates,  and  <A' 
bestowing  on  the  most  obsequious,  or  most  libei:-* 
al,  the  imperial  office  of  advocate  of  the  Romain 
church.  The  dregs  of  the  Carlovingian  race  no 
longer  exhibited  any  symptoms  of  virtue  or  power, 
and  the  ridiculous  epithets  of  the  bcUd,  the  stam^ 
^erer,  the /a/,  and  the  simple,  distinguished  tbi» 
tame  and  uniform  features  of  a  crowd  pf  kings 
alike  deserving  of  oblivion.  By  the  failure  of 
the  collateral  branches,  the  whole  inheritance  de- 
volved to  Charles  the  Fat,  the  last  emperor  of  his 
family ;  his  insanity  authorized  the  desertion  of  Division  of, 
Germany,  Italy,  and  France  :  he  was  deposed  in  a.*d?8S8? 
a  diet,  and  solicited  his  daily  bread  from  the  re-  ' 
hels  by  whose  contempt  his  life  and  liberty  had 
been  spared.  According  to  the  measure  of  their 
force,  the  governors,  the  bishops,  and  the  lords, 
usurped  the  fragments  of  the  falling  empire ;  and 
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CHAP,  some  preference  was  shewn  to  the  female  or  il- 
XLix.   legitimate  blood  of  Charlemagne.     Of  the  great- 
er  part,  the  title  and  possession  were  alike  doubt- 
ful, and  the  merit  was  adequate  to  the  contract- 
ed scale  of  their  dominions.     Those  who  could 
appear  with  an  army  at  the  gates  of  Rome  were 
crowned  emperors  in  the  Vatican;   btat  their 
modesty  was  more  frequently  satisfied  with  the 
^pellation  of  kings  of  Italy;  and  the  whoie 
term  of  seventy-four  years  may  be  deemed  a  va- 
cancy, from  the  abdication  of  Charles  the  Fat  to 
the  establishment  of  Otho  I. 
otho  king       Otho*"  was  of  the  noble  race  of  the  dukes  of 
many  re.    Saxony ;  and  if  he  truly  descended  from  Witi- 
Tp'p^H.^  kind,   the  adversary  and  proselyte  of  Cbarle- 
fttes  the     magne,  the  posterity  of  a  vanquished  people  iras 
empire,      cxalted  to  reign  over  their  conqiterors.     His  fa- 
A.  D.  962.  jj^^  Henry  the  Fowler  wa[s  elected,  by  the  suf- 
frage of  the  nation,  to  save  and  institute  the 
kingdom  of  Germany.    Its  limits^  werfe  enlarged 
cm  every  side  by  his  son,  -the  first  and  greatest 
of  the  Othos.     A  portion  of  G-aul  to  the  west 
of  the  Rhine,  along  the  banks  of  the  Metise  an<{ 
the  Moselle,  was  assigned  to  the  Germaiis,  by 

*>  He  was  the  son  of  Otho,  the  son  of  Ludolph,  in  whose  favour  the 

•  dtttchy  of  Saxony  had  been  instituted,  A.  D.  859.     Ruofgerus,  the 

*  biographer  of  a  St.  Bruno^  (Bibliot.  Bunaivtahs  Cataiog.  tom*  iiii 
vol.  ii,  p.  679),  gives  a  splendid  character  of  His  faroilv.  Atavorum 
atavi  usque  &d  hominum  memcriatn  omnes  hobilissimi ;  nullus  in 
eorum  stirpc  ignotus,  nullus  degener  facile  reperitur,  (apud  Struvium, 
Corp«  Hist.  German,  p.  316).  Yet  Gundling  (in  Henrico  Aucupe)  is 
not  satisfied  of  his  descent  from  Witikind. 

•  See  the*  treatise  of  Coringius,  (de  Finib^is  Imperii  Getmanicl, 
Francofurt.  1690,  in  4to) :  he  rejects  the  extravagant  and  improper 
scale  of  the  Rotnan  and  Carlovingian  einpires,  and  discusses  with  mo- 
deration the  rights  of  Germany,  her  vassals,  and  her  neighbours. 


QP  THB  ROMAN  BMFimi.  191 

Ti^bose' blood  and  language  it  has  been  tinged  chap. 
since  the  tinle  of  Caesar  and  Tacitus*  Between  .^Jf^;^ 
the  Btbine^  the  Rhone,  and  the  Alps,  the  success* 
ors  of  Otho  acquired  a  vain  supremacj  over  the 
broken  kingdoms  of  Burgundy  and  Aries.  la 
the  north,  Chri£^imit]r  was  propagated  by  the 
sword  lof  Otho,  the  conqueror  and  apostle  of  the 
Slavic  nationsr  of  the  Elbe  and  Oder ;  the  march* 
es  of  Bran^enbujrg  and  Sleswick  were  fortified 
with  German  colonies;  and  the  king  of  Denmark^ 
the  dukes  of  Poland  and  Bohemia,  confessed 
themselves  his.  tributary  vassals.  At  the  head 
of  a  victorious  army,  be  passed  the  AIps^  sub- 
dued the  kiogdoDi  of  Italy,  delivered  the  pope, 
and  for  erer  fixed  the  imperial  crown  in  the 
name  and  nation  <^  Germany.  From  that  me* 
morable  era^  two  maxims  of  public  jurisprudence 
were  introduced  by  force  and  ratified  by  tin».  • 
I.  That  the  prince  who  was  elected  in  the  Ger- 
man diet,  acquired  fi'om  that  instant  the  subject 
kingdoms  of  Italy  and  Rome. .  IL  But  that  he 
might  not  legally  assume  the  titles  of  emperor 
and  Augustus,  till  he  had  received  the  crownC 
from  the  hahds  of  the  Roman  pcmtiff."^ 

The  imperial  dignity  of  Charlemagne  was  an-  Transacr- 
nounced  to  the  East  by  the  alteration  of  bis  style;  thTweL 
and  instead  of  sahitinff  his  fathers,  the  Greek  em-  ^^^  *°<* 

lit  1  eastern 

perors,  he  presumed  to  adopt  the  more  equal  empires. 

[^  The  power  of  custom  force?  me  to  number  Conrad  I,  and  Henry 
I,  the  Fowler,  ii^  the  list  of  emperors,  a  title  which  was  never  as* 
.sumcd  by  those  kings  U  Germany.  The  Italians,  Muratori  for  in- 
<>tancG,  are  v^ote  scrupulous  and  correct,  and  only  reckon  the  pvinces 
^ho  have  been  ccowmed  at  Rome* 
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cuAf.  imAf iiwii nf  ■ppelte«iDii4»fcff<itht>r.»    Prirtttps  te 
^^^;^  Ui  edDBectlQir  with  Ittneiiieiii^reii-lattietoame 

thft  lium^Miicfi  of «pMce  MkHMMd Aiq)/fiiii#)Mi^t 
dabceftl  ji  iifty  gfrmttrrt^pe  with'  tkM  mibttkras 

ittkfifiei«E:ihe.I;fttiBS»  iMPf  t^bch^U^ 

«tbaithturap«rt  wuihircilt^d;  «(f  tMr  «h^i^%f 

factt^iKdhai^  ter.with  the  guill  (s4*h(^hi^ 

ilifi3eIk!|i9Qli  atid  state  to  the^  «iMiig^Mti4jr  the 

?XwU  {Efa»  Fvenoh  ambassadors  W«M  tlM^sp^- 

Mkom  jsnd  hod  nearly  beea  tfafiinrkCfati^/KAfil^ 

.ijglftapbacjr  of  Nibephoros,  and^theKttaitfoiiriAVft- 

.   itl¥d«. ;*Oi«ataiitiiiaple  was  enasj^elaMd  l^ythe 

AreaMft. and.  sacrilege  of  ancsMtmRtmi^^r'a'^ 

larbr^VXhat  tiie  Fraaks  wi9m*gW»«it%d^««Aa 

^^"^had  nmgbiyoms,''  was  in:7eirei^rHm<e«^^nibath-; 

hut  H  was  dangerous  to  piiivifike  a  nei^hbdUr' who 

tivag^  be  tempted  to  reit^rat^^  in  iktei^MNHi  oTOt. 

SqpUa,  the  cereafiony  of  his  impevifiAJO^fiMMitioD. 

After  a  ti^iious  joutney^  of  drcQit  a^d«4elay,  the 

*  Invidiam  tamcn  suscepti  nominis,  (C.  P.  imperatoribus  super  hoc 
indignantibus  magna  tulit  pr.tientia,  vicitcjue  eorum  contumaciam  •  •  • 
mittehdo  a<l  eos  crebas  Ivgationcs,  et  io  epistolis  fr^tres  eo^  appoUaa- 
do;  Eginhard,  c.  28,  p.  128)^  Perils  U,va»QAtJj^^^oiint>M^ 
like  Augustus,  he  affected  some  reluptaQce  to  xf(s^vt^  the  eqapirs.  * 
'^  Theophanes*  speaks,  of  ^he  coroni^tion  .an<^  unctiop  of  Chai)^ 
Kapvxxes,  (throno^raph,  p.  39^^^  a^(l  o^  ^U  treaty  of  iHarriage  witli 
Irene,  (p.  402),  which  U  unknown  Ip  the  Latins.  Gaillard  r«Iat(v 
TfTs'traTi pactions  with  the  Greek  empire».(t^.^y  D.>'^4ft  i1^)\ 
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itmlwptijonr  •r  MmylNirM  feattd  Inm  i^  lis  <miap. 
camm  'W  ^^  bMkstOf  tli«  river  Safe;  nd  Ckov-  J!i;!^U 
JjBpragaeitffeetcd  t»  nowtound  tl^pir  vanky  hy  dk^ 
piiqqngy  in  a  F^attccmiaii  viltage,  the  poflq>»  oraft 
iMst.liie  pride,  of  tiie  Bymntine  palace/  The 
Greeks  wtre  mcoeamf^y  led  tJv oiigli  fbmt  halls 
of  aodkiiea ;  ill  the  &rst»  thej  wera  icfld  J  to  MI 
proatrate  bdiMne  a  s^endid  personage  m  a  dudr 
of  stirte*  tiU  lie  iaformed  them  that  he  was  orij 
a  aeirraftt,  the  constatriet  or  master  of  the  horse 
of  tba  M^eror.  Thesaiiieiiiistake^andthesame 
aiumfft  were  repeated  ia  the  apartmentsf  of  the 
gosoqA  palnrtpie,  the  steward,  and  the  chasaherkbi'; 
and  their  ioiapaiieace  was  gradually  heightehed^ 
till  the  doors  of  the  presrace<:liaiiiber  were 
tluropirfi  ope»9  aad^  they  beheld  the  geafuxae  aso*^ 
MWfh^^OP  his  throne,  enriched  with  the  ford^ 
luxury  which  he  djtspised,  audeuohrcied  with  the 
IcnreMdreirereuoe  of  his  victorious  ehieft.  A 
treaty  ef  paaoeaad  alUaaoe  was  concluded  be- 
tween the  two  emp»es,  and  the  Umtts  of  the 
BafSt*  »d  West  were  defined  fay  the  right  of  |yre* 
at»t  possession*  But  the  Greeks^  soon  forgot 
thia  Jrannliatiag  equality,  or  renmnbered  it  otify 
to  hate  the  barbarians  by  whoai  it  was  extorted* 
During  the  short  union  of  virtue  and  power  they 

9  Gftillaid  veiy  properljr  observes,  that  this  payeaat  was  a  £u:cf 
snitabit  to  cfalldreii  onty ;  but  that  it  was  indeed  represented  in  the 
prtmooBt  9nd  for  the  benefit,  of  children  of  a  larj^er  iprowtlL 

^  Compare,  in  the  original  texts  ooUectod  by  Pa§i«  (torn*  iii,  A.  0* 
91 S,  N*.  7(  A.  D.  BS4*  N*.  IQ,  itc.)«  the  cotitrast  of  CharlenMgne  aoi 
Ids  son  I  to  the  ibrxner  the  ambaiisadors  of  Michael  (who  ^f^^  indooi 
aaaavowed>  more  suo»  id  est  liofui  Grcc^  l&udes  dtxerunt,  in^icrito* 
uitA  oiUD  et  M&wOam  appellanAes ;  t«  the  latter*  Voeato  iaaparateri/Vosib 
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«M[-   re»pcc|fij%  aftl^ted tfre^JBWAQftylfni^gy with 
^i^  the  accIamatidDs  of  basileus^  and  emperor  c^.the 

'"'^'tipc  lettej^^^^j.H^qrH^^^ 

'  >  oW,^<<^fiuq^,  jtbpy*  4e^?iQil^fl  LfwMfW  ^m^:^ 
T^^y^J^,4i^,  ivH^,4MrbarfefFWS,,aH?Blla. 

sil^:  U;^  Cofistaiiituiople,  it  MifrQ^s^dedjin 

tipii?«^ipn.«f  th/9  how^«»  of  tkffjfmmsmftl^' 

of^^^e  Q<;bo»;  and^tbeir^aoptliasiiadi^  <fe8C#es, 
in.Ui^ely  ijqjflurs,  t|eia^|icp,i>|K^,p5P«»Btiiie 
c(mfi}  Tke  Greeks  afieoted^<i  d^pia&rij^  po^ 
yfgafty . and.  igiiormic^  of  tl^  Frariks  ,^  SjKxons ; 
a9fd,;«|^  ^ir  lant  dtoUne  ref^i8e4  to  pro9lituteto 

'See  the  epistle,  in  Paralipomena,  o^  the  aB€»ynu>us  writer  of  Sa- 
Icfn'o,  tpScripi.  Ital.  torn.  li,  pars  fl,  p.  ^4^-2^1,  c.  93-101^^  whom 
B«99^t$$  {Pk,  B,  971,  N«.  ai-Tl)  mistcHDk  for  Bnfbempi^  when  be 
t«lhiK*il|t4  it  jn  hia  Annals.  . . : 

*  ipse  eiftm  vos,  non  imptratoremy  id  est  fiM^iXia  sua  Kii^iia,  Led  ob 
Ind^tfikuMVii).*,  idv^»4^i]itii«ttrAit6eabai,  (L>^]^^i^  in le* 
^  Ifk^^cjf^i.  Ifttl.  tour,  iir  pars  i,  p.  4^9).  ^e  pcgK  I|^  ^9kfM(# 
KiiBiephorus  eikiperor  tif  the  Greeks,  to  malie  peace  with  Otho,  the  an- 
gttpt  9f|||i^l»  ^  ^«i}^aikt-«^tw  faiftctlptto  ^eemitem  i%8c«  pec. 

^mmhri^^m^^i^HfiHI'^Mi^  ^^P*  Nxoephonim,  ip,  i^G). ' 


the  Wi^^Qt^a^W^  me' ^  M^l'c^M; 

TftW^*fhi«Wrsi'ih  tfi^^dfecttmi  of  the  f fititt^AutbwHr 
cotttfiiilid>ttt  e^^casfe^tfaejipw^s  whlch'iHatf  ife^ 
as*ttirfi»iyi«e(Sothto4ttd  Grdcffth  ffrfMsr'tiaa  in  ST* 
the«iiiAiWiM«  W'«hls^^grfth%ife<5r^asMitth  o^"^ 
tfi*  tWtj^M  ^Wk*  ancFspiHtual  jwist!KfcS>A  -«* f '^'goo. 
th*'5l6toiteHchaHfl|i    ^*  the  CBnsliati  dristocrir- io^^ 
cy/^ma^^fibtiptiVf^^  'Of  the  'ciergy^  sti» 

forinefi^k^^nafte  to-  asMst  €fae  d^ini^ratibii;  attd 
t<y  «tf^'(^1^4!k^' vaiiiatidy,  df  the  bishq).  Romef  was 
di«HMa%ftO  «#«iity^eight  pal-ishes,  and  eatih  ^a- 
ri^^iltei^^o^erttetf  By  a  cardmal-prtest,  or  pres^  * 
hyter^WiMt^Mhidt^  however  common  and  mb* 
deiit^tf  <i«5  er^/  hids  aspired  to  emulate  the  purl 
pl*»^^*itl|fs:-^  l%eir  nmnbar  was  ento^ed  by* 
th«^fl9i«ielaftioMi^f  the  seven  deacons  df  ihe  tta^^ 
coiidPftffali)«^%i^t^s^  the  seven  pdlatiheju<%es^ 
of  ^^Ae'^UhterM'and  softie  dignitaries  of  the' 
cbitt^?^^^bli»'ecel^Mastical  saiate  was^^irec^d 
by^<tie%ilFt^  •earditiiiM^ishops  of  the  Rom^  prb-* 
vinile;^4^^iste  lesS'^dccupied  in  the  ituburb  dib« 
ces^e^'^^^Osftk,  Porto,  Velttrae,  Tuscidmh,  Pra^« 
nestiej^^StlAi^i  mA  the  SftMces,  than  ^  ihiit 
weekly  service  in  the  Laterafi,  and  their  superi- 
oi*  sjiirfe'  in  jthe  honours  and  authority  of  the  a^- 
postoliic  aee4  On  the  death  of  the  pope^  these* 
bishops  reconimended  a  successor  to  the  .suffrage 
of  iiJe'fiftllpgQ  of  Q^di^^afer*  ;s^nd  lbeir<  choice  was 
ratified  l^r  nejected  Ky  the  applatise  dr  blamouf - 

'      ic*        Z.U'     i"  '^'i  ^      ..;■: 'J  ^  •/.'»'-•%'•  '"'    ^H>t-r\  i '■.'-,.  :.,.»• 

i  The  fflsiglfi  and  pnifrtmptiAM  tMlrof^«ftrit{Aal'4ftia^b«1A$^  m> 
Thomassfi).  (DHwipiinejIe  Uf^^sO)  tom.'(,  pili^l'^Vt^fi'Mv^mit 
(Antiqujtst.  Ittikm  Mtd^Mvlf,  unft*  vr»  Aitaart.  l9i4»>*lFlOiS^^«illF 
'  Q  9,  M^lbttBlt 
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CH  Ajp.  i5f  the  Rcrfriarf  people. ''  But'  the  elec^tion  was  itn- 
J^^*^  perfect ;  feor  cotiM  the  poritiff^je  legally  iwise^ 
crated  titf 'ifefe  em^dfi  Mt^'^atdmit''Wme 
cihm:fi,  had'grael0ti^iy'*tgMfiea 
dttd  coii^ent. '  The'rcjafcbin^fesldhdr^Sftmki. 
edr  <te'  "th^  s^/  the'  feMfhiih(IW^;edi^%tr^^  ^ro- 
^cfefetthigiV  nt*'wi«  it,  tfflliftef  aprd*««89%^uti- 
'ti3r^«[^  tfie  quaUficatietis  of  f!he  (MiiOiiim  tl»t 
'  -^fc  aifetjpted  an  oath  of  fidMity^  difa' eonfilrtn^ 
'iibft  db^tiotis  w&iefa  iMkl  -^ttecesil^y'^rtdied 
^tfijt  patrimoay '  of  St.  Pteter.  »In  tb^lH^tient 
schisihi.  Hie  riirai  cMms'  Wer^  sdikmitHeflr^d'the 
'i^t^nee  at  the  em|ieror,  aiid  ih  'd  ef^Asa^Uftftops 
%f^  {xbesumed  to  judge,  t(^  eoifd^i%ati|}td*tMifeh, 
■^the  ctitnes  of^^  guilty  i3DttttfP/   iktki^i  ftBj^sed 
a  treaty  oh' the  denmt^aiid  pfeopH^*liif<«hgs^ 
lier  pi^efch^  tiie  ea»<^ate^  iHdM  dMUtmbtolwiiis 
majfesty',"^  his  successoES -^tfi^ipHted^di^^prevait- 
t^  their  ei^iee :  they'  be^tdM)«d  ti^^^ltiiiiia  be- 
heBtiS!,  like  the  bil^o^i^  df  ^€bli%iiCW  Bam- 
berg, on  thdr  chancellors  or  preceptors:  and 
.whatever  might  "be  tKe  naeriiof  ]a/^|})A^k  or 
^jQXoti,  bt»tisnae  siiiSScietitljft  attests  the  Mdtcrpos- 
i^ibnof  f(»ei^pawet;    l*es*^actS'-6f-fr&roga- 


".rmtfj. 


marks  the  farms  9nd  changes  q{  the  election. )  ^e  4(ardin^i)ishops» 
^tohjg^y  •lit4tedl}yPie^er  QataUmiqu  ftro  si»'^if' to  ^  Itvet  with  tbo 

>  ^  Firmiter  jurantes*  nunquam  }fc  psi^m  elije^^rds  aut  prdrnfi^uros, 
,,.fir»ter  conse^suin  et  elecUonem  Qthpn]^  fti:  j^llf  siu,  ~(Mttt»nmA,  !• 

vi,  c.  6,  p.  473).    This  importcint  coni^e^'ion  'ifiay  €itlii§^||^J^l7  ^ 

;C^nfixm  .the  decree  ^f  the  cUv^if  ,ap^^  P*P!??f  9f  .^9'"^^  {9  nicely  le- 
^  jaQt^d  hy  Jtepnitts.  Pa^i^  an4  Murajtbt^ji  tA.  j^^'^^^^^  wcD  dc- 

tolled  find  e|^>lpi»w4  hy  St.  ijr«ro,X4hj^t.tainJ^^  io»8' 

,  jt|^m},l^*^yjP40K^  ^CbniuU  that  jfiistoi^c^triftc^  ant  the'  Aiinali  o^ 
^  SlaraCsffiy  Ibr  the  eiectka  ahd  con^iinatlon  of  tach  pope^  ' 


iWc^ifWre  ipAs^  s^U^cifffply  j^^icu^  by  the  vices  cha?. 
of  ^  i^qpii}^, election,   The  ownpetitor  who  had  jS*-!^^. 

pa^l^yfj^lfKr  »T<»rica>1P^^1Jl^,m^ltU^<lf  ;.itfae  Vati- 
ea9Tji|M4i^(^ai^VP9^»  WfifG.  striped  ^with  blood; 
aa4'l||irff(^«l9^  po^iferfo^$£iWtol^^  tbi^  marquis«es 
of  ^C'^«Q)ff}(,wd  ibfi  €owts  of  Iju3culunv  hejUl 
4ie  ^9gl9)ff(j^e .«?  a>li)iig:  and  disgraceful  i^ervi- 
tu4^ri(ioTiT«rlloi«aQf  pontiffSf  of  the  ninth  ands^iorteti 
teifi^ff^tsfyjms*^  w«i?e<uviulted>  imprisoaed,  and 
nmifdpA^iiiby  Ibeirt  tyrants;  and  such  was  th^ir 
in|d|0ci^9t>aflter^tb6  Joss  and  usurpation  of , {the 
ecci4$i£|^ti!R9l  paf^rknonies^  that  they  could  neither 
^lip|N9rt.>tfcerptete  of  a  prince,  nor  exercise  the 
fh&Jtii^f  ef<  a  ptiest*  The  influence  of  two  lis- 
ter ppfp9^itute0i .  Afarosia  and  Theodora,  was 
foupdedrt^Hr  their  wealth  and  beauty,  their  p(4i- 
ticill>^^4  anHMTOUS  intri^es:  the  most  strenu- 
ouaidf  tiKiF^ lovers. were  rewarded  with  the  Ro- 
man mitre,  and  their  reign*  may  have^  suggest- 

^•y     t     ^  f       «   ,     .       , 

n  Tl|€t«f  pressiqn-atifl  vices  of  the  Roniui  charch  in  the  xth  cen- 
tury are  strongly  painted  in  the  histoiy  and  legation  of  Liutprand, 
<soe  p.  4M,  iJO,  471-476,  4^9,  &e.);  and  it  is  wliimsical  «Bqiifii  to 
<»l»secTe  l^ufjfttojri  ten^ring  the  iiurec^vec  of  Baronhis  against  tbe 
popes.  But  these  popes  had  been  chosen,  not  by  the  cardinals,  but 
by  lay-patrons. 

•  The  time  of  Pop«'.Joaa  ^apasn  JoamnaJ  is  placed  somewlia^ 
earner  than  .Theodora  or  Marozia ;  and  the  two  years  of  her  imagm- 
ary  reign  are  Torcibly  inserted  between  Leo  IV  and  Benedict  f  IL 
But  the  cont^aporary  Anastaaius  indlasolubly  links  the  death  of  Lee 
aad  £e  elevation  ef  BenedSdc*  (illleo»  mox,  p*  247) :  and  the  accurate 
chronology  of  Pagt,  MuratoH,  and  Lelbmt2,  fixes  both  events  to  the 
yeardiT.  * 

P  The  edvee^^s  ^  ^^^  ^^°  pi;oduce  one  hundred  and  ^ftj  wU* 
ness«^o^jrathW  echoes,  Of  (ke  JiWth,  rvdi,  aiad  tvith  ccntoHes. 
TJiey  3^ar  t^litneqy  agalhst  themselves  and  the  tegendj  bynmlti*. 
plying  thcj>«oeC  that  so  curious  a  J^tor^T  iMit  ha^a  bi^en  rcplfrat^  by 

Q  -8        . '  '     ';"'  wmera 
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cj^Mn  fea,.to  the  darker  ligeg'tHe  'fllble*  i^  a  ^male 

J^^^  iWffc/-'  The'ftttltait!  sdi,  ai^'^rairtsBuf  artj  the 

^¥ea*^^afM»»i*  of 'flf&HAKtf,  ^tt'fiapcf'  ^fealogy, 

^e^  i^t^a  il9«bec}mir^&  St.^]^iiA^lili«^Vas 

ifestittfrtiy-toUhfe  charge*  *tltet^'wet^*U^^4- 

«etice  ttf  Oflm-the  gneat^'  -  As  iJ8lktf  ^!M^*ftl<»i 
hi$tin^?ed  the  VIress  ^d  d^i^imles' df'lUtt^^i^^ii* 
liftWi',  tW  id/a^r  may  dbt  pfttrllaps^^l>e'>lfllsMttli• 
^7;  '  '  buirerf  by  the- wine  whieh  he  draAkJ^^ieSffWJd 
/\  "■" ;  that  he  spilt,  the  ftamai  th^tlie  ftfia^dv^^b^^e 
'-'::  :  '  tteetafidtidptti^sWt^tjf  gamittg*^dfc^ 
'  o|^ensTmohyf]^ight'bethe^C6ii^if^fii^^»^ 

writers  of  every  description  to  whom  it  was  Tcno^n.  On  those  of  the 
>xtiT  ^iid^icth  c^ntdrh^i  the  recent  6«tfiiVW^;ihi3^MB«ftiU^lii  a 
4ff|l^f9rct^'  }yo^i  Ehotiu»h»re  i9)arqdf!^tti|y|»i^^?  §1^ 
.]^.«:tpr&nd  have' missed  such  aciartda!  ?  It  is  scarcely  ^i^tfak  while  to 
di^cu.48  the  various  readings  of  MartriiU8>oT6tWt^;^^ii|^Vei4%'i^' 
4l<(^i;t'dr'ivisnsMiifffAMis^Stotii4  v^  IhifftfttiiM  ilH^IMMl^^lrfiolle 
l^l^i^^  of  P^pt  Joan,  which  has  hecn/oipted  intj^agij^^MS^ an^^i- 
tJona  of  ths  Roman  AnastiUiius.  •  '^^ 

•  ^  As  /fifoc,  it  des^ves  that  name  ;  but  I  would  not  pronoitnct  it 
incredible.  Sappose-s  fanwujr  l^ench  ^htxwMeriaf  mur^omoMsnA  *.u 
•h^e  ^een  <>0!*n  ih  J  taly,  and  educated  hr  th«  -chOfol^  insimd  of  the 

l«<4r5',  fAlt  ntft  hiiprbbftbj«r    --'   '.   r?;^   .    v^.ti^.j  ^   .,q, 

>"  Till  the  reformation,  the  tale  w^l-^plSM'piUlSelichRedlwilii^Bt 

emrfic^'t  Mil!  l«an/*<  female tftaXu^ltthg'creiiiilfM  )kpr  piMaefmnohgtht 

ficlpcirlh'tKe  is«tiie«fairof.«icitoa,'<REigl'#  GBUka}!|t(«nuiiMp,  ^MMC). 
*Sbe  ha«  been^  «ii»ilii(Med  bf'two  lAtfned  protaAaiit^  JK»^  ;nx> 

%^^s ' •  (to!tloni«f M^ '  erttittiMV  (P^i^teB^ fi  UwonhplfOoMiBvi^  but 
'MM  brelihl^n^4^rcqiioaadtfti^|]iy:tM»44uiafcle)d^  glintiwf  criti- 

cffMiK*    fcpaiiftetM«nd/leiiiyki'ift1ied|pt  tirtoveiliidK  powldl^B(.^i' 

controversy  ;  and  even  Moshcim  condescends  to  cherish  sdlfee  doubt 

and  suspidon*  (p.  ITOSI).  . 
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snd  his  bluf^pTgfis  jy^vocatk)|i,^)^ttpitec  a||i|  eamr. 
WWtfef)«rap4sW  of  lftIVQBa,J^iv^  (Uj j^l^^r 

l*PlW*«|t8rhi»^  4wfilt  with  wijJJBiQiWpJej^UFe^ 
the»(^cfl»pacte«s,of :aii4iTCJi|*|t:;  Uii^t  .^PtOB^ 

gSS|)«s^)M|ai){|^9ir  virtues,  Aftec,alQpg,flefli§ft^«^»jJjj- 
scan^j()t4i$f^c^itoUc  see  w^  rf^pmpi  a^^tP^F?  cuiiMor 

cu|ioD  of  pwo  projects.  I.  To  fix  in  the  collie  of 
caniy«liJlsatbei.fti?)edoi)^  md  indepenflence  .of  ete^i- 
ti(m,  il»dli»r  ev«r  to  abolish  the  r%ht  or  usurps^ 
tioD  9f  thi^^mperors  and  the  Roman  people.  II. 
To  hestanr.MBd^raaume' the  western  empire  as  a 
fief 'bi^ 'Benefice*  of  the  church,  arid  to  eXtCfli 

r  •ij..n'.t<»  ♦.'5r  r..'' .'    T  ::;•        '  ^  ••;»  *  ..,-     /v   » 

*  LatfnmexuB  ^iaUitm^.'  .  .  »>  prosttbuliim  meffetricum  .  ^  v  »  • 
Testis  omtttum  geiitiam#pra»ten|uam  Romanorum,  absentia  muHerum* 
qtuBsanetotttxir'apoatolctiiim  lisniiiii«>ra«4l. gratia  iint^nt  vi$tre«  ^ma 

vi  oppressisse»  (Liutprand,  Hist.  1.  vi,  c.  <i»  p»  4f7h  £S«e  tim  wi^ole 
afrair«rafi8^''iS.CIl>f)b4afMrCV'     :..'    .'  . 

orapedHr  Rtedeiiajl4.JDtifedkbfiiJUti»,«^<t8Ujf:f^^  6i«h9&  a  kg|1 
fier,  ddj&iiioa^&^nrowrSi  amaUigttiaM«B»iWaii(ftlifti«Hirl> 

AWe|<^iChMH|oiiigiqH«^iO«.  if^fkoKtf  ..J^Aiy^lftfi^^M^''^^'''^* 


20Q  TH^  0£CLIN£  AND  fjihh- 

cBAf.   his  temporal  dominioa  ovdf  the  kfngs  andvl^^' 

^^^  doqis  qi  th^  eafjlb^  Aftcrra  coptest  cdf fifty  yeam,. 

tbi^vfir^^f  fhe^  deigns  was  acpoiBpli^hfid  by  (be 

.vfirfi\  aupport  of  the  Gccl^sia«i^f9}t0qdfr^,]nrl|a6e  iti* 

berty  was  connected  with  that  of  ^euT/diipd^  Bil^ 

the  sjQC9nd  attempt^  t^aqghat^jiiKas  a«offnA?4r»at^. 

some  partia)  aj^  <q^ar«nt  smcq^s^tiai^hy^c^itaigoiif  ^ 

o^^  jre^ist^  by  ^e  secular  powef ^^tnd^^y  %»- 

tijo^^Uhed  kj,  the  iiuprovf^i^t  oAbniwidneiisKm. 

Authority       Ia.the,reYival  of  the  enuur^  of.JBU)m€v^tber 

j>erors  in    tiii^^b^fp  i^iqr  the  p^ple  co^i,  f^UkWi^^QkAk^ 

^°^^       Ki^tgp^,  prOtiio,  the  proYiac^  ^JMnhrWem  lmitfS» 

tt^i  had  b€^n  won,  by  the  cbiu^  f^^ano^.  ^  But 

thj^Eoi^afi&werefree  tocbodse  ajopiwter  for  tjien^ 

sely^s :  ^d  the  powers  whiehJbad  hera delegated 

to.  tbe,^-pat;rician,  were  irrevocably  panted  toihe 

v^        French  and  Saxon  emperors  of  th?  Wesk#.t  fl^he 

broken  records  of  the  times  .^  ^e^erve  soraed^- 

membrance  of  tlieir  palace,  thek  minty^t}iM^r'  tri- 

.   WnaU  their  edicts,  and  the  sword  of  jus^ee, 

jsebich,  as  late  as  the  thirteenth  cQKtmgr^.Mfas  de- 

rived  from  Caesar  to  the  fpisefect-rof  ftbe  jdtyf 

Between  the  arts  of  the  popes  aaid  U^e  yii^letv^of 

the  people,  this  supremacy  w^  efus^ed^iad  t^m* 

hilatcd.    Content  with  the  titles  pf -eno^^r^'and 

Augustus,^  the  successor^  of  C!^<^T)'^%Bf^Qegl^:tr' 

cd  to  assert  this  local  jimidkiwo^J^^tias^^ 

•  For  the  history  of  the  emperbrs  in  Kbme  and  ItaSf/see  ^onius, 
de  RegiM*  Itaiitt,  Opp:  ^m.  it;  With  ike^Nol^  ^fl^xidsi^  the 
Annals  of  Muratori,'  who  might  refer  more  distirictly  to  the  aatk)rs 

'  «  He*  fK^Dii^riaiidn  of  lie  »Tkt^er-it'tli^"'fc^"*f^l  Treatfec  4c? 
Milrthoyes te  Frandevte  ipiii<*  he )stif&8ciriMi l^mca&etiM 
*rii,e!f  ^rttfertr^r  ^      "  '   -^      '^-^  V'  'i*.-  ^  <^W^i  r,  '^.d^^< 
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prosperity,  ttWr  aiftbUioh'  #ife»aiverl^a  b)r  mor^*'  eU^X^^ 
aIli»i*o%  6l$(ietsi;>^<l  in  the  ^eeAjrliifd  <H^i^l<tti^^^[^ 
of  the  ek^lfe,i««J3r  "w«ert  ^preisiS:^Vy"^i^^^ 
feiK«f«f»tli^*ertsMlait  fJi^Wndis!''  JSftttW^I  ^i^Wouof 

tlibiiftdlffiMMf  f8  a^riid'Sie  ebafdt^^  ^tf^'tfiird' ' 
hniAHHdi?iideil«i|^,  king  of  8«r|i^dyi  i^^iis'itt- 
tiwl«Jill<l^fat»«KAk}h  Mfotiiie  kh^I^dfffdai^' 
or  (ift!^«r'8ft<Ang«l(^%hidi  c<^ttiAi(^th^tJt^- 
cipibBAigtf 'totf  entr^cte  of  Rbinte.  'Hir  sotf'by 

aad^ngMgefal  seti^  iRTfts  cbaftttsed  with  rl)lb#^ 
\ifmineiifi^^Mt».  The  blow  wai  prtjrfdcth^6 
of  #»«l<i*lftti<rii;  «*  Romans,"  exclaittied  the 
70tlil^l«itorfoe  yitett  were  the  masters  of  the  ^dJrld, 
"  atad  tl^ft  ^oyguiidiaEns  tfaef  most  atgect  of  7<»ir 
"  stetaspf:  Tktf  now  rei^,  these  fditcuivti  and ' 
"  bAittf^li^vages,  andinj  injury  is  the  commence- 
« mmfisf^ik>mvitnQ!e.^'the  alafutw-bell  wai 
rut%'«WM(tAS%e*fe¥y  quarter  of  the  bity;  thfe' 
Btfr^QiaMn^^^'retlreated  with  haste  and  shame; 
MtMOidai^ft^lihpmoned  by  Iver  victorious  son ;' 
andUtrittsolfaer,'  I\)pe'Jdin  XI,  was  reduced  to 
th0«aHS«ftii«>fhis  spiritual  functions.  With  the 
titte^5^rittee,'Alberic  possessied  above  twent;^ 
7euw«t(e>^«6iun(eitt'of'Rome,  and  be  is  said  to 
have  gratified  the  popplar  prejudice,  by  restoring 
the  <^(^,  or  a  least  tiie  title,  of  consuls  and  tri- 

'  HomaBfmxQ  aliquando  servi,  scilicet  Btirgundxoyief frfUxaaanfo  iin«  , 
perent?  .  .^  B^an^  url^  dign}t3&f  d  taotam  est  atnlHtian  4u^ta, 
ut'mere^imi  tf^/aa^  imperip  pae^aj  ?  (Uii^uraod,  1.  iii,<.  i$,  p»4f$0^ ' 
SigoniiiaO^Ti,  pL  4dO)  positiyel j  alfirm»  the  renovation  of  Jtliecon«<Bl-'^ 
•^p;  but  In  the  old  writers  AlbericuB  is  more  f recently  styled  prio- 
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CHAP,  hunes.  ^  HM  son  add  Keir  ^OclmmB  taamnad 
t^^x.  with'the  poiltifica«e;1iHi  name  oof  Jeiin  S^atltki 
his  >jNredeiress(H%-'he  was  provokdi  l^^^tho  l^nt* 
baniTprihBes  ^  seek^BM^iverteifoibtlferpfawt^ 
atid  tepmbiicfi '  aad^  the  ;5emces  of  Otbo  flqmbfe- 
wta^d  wilhtfae'QBparialdigiiity.  ffiottthe  SiXfiii 
y^Bsisapktiikk,  tin  Rotnam  were  faoffitMidkrrtlMt 
fe^ivd  ofitlwooronafbir 'wa$;diittliElied»  {q^ilbe 
seeii^KX>nft^  of  prefogaibiMerraiid  £r0»Mtnfi  and 

fvem  his  peii^tm,  leffirhetsbotiidbbe.asittiltedMd 

A,  D.M7*  t^assed  the  Alps^  tiie  empemi?  i^asAiaildrAfaeire^ 
▼6lt  of  the  po6ple  and  the  issnltitude^of>Jk)bn 
Xli.  Hhaipope  was  degrdtdedni  a^iijmod^ntiie 
pvefect  wasimoimted  on  an  ass>  wUppedidQCpiig^ 
the  city,  and  cast  into  rax  dungeon  q  tbhjteAitrf^ 
thd  itfot  gttiltyuwjere  hapged;.  othersrtwew  mnti- 
Uted^r  banisl^ed ;  «id  this  aevem  proeess^iwas 
,  jdstiiiodby  lAie  andlent  laws  of  TJri^4«to 
Justinian.  -Tiie  toice  of  lki»  has.deciuedbilie 
second  Otto  of  a  perfidioiei  randl  faltexfy  setifithe 
nmssaere  >of  the  senators^  i^vhonL^he^lrad  iamt* 
eA  to  Mr  tahie  under  tbe^ifair  belnbltoae  o&JW* 
pi^lity  and « friendshq^J'r  il»i  the  laandRtjreof 
his  son  Otho  Iii»  Rome  made  a^inddbt^teoft 
to.^iakd  off  the  Sa^on;  ^^ofcei  andi tlicbictnsU 
:    '  .,      '5.:  ?.':  ■     .^lA'   Oil/   ^gOBiir^diUv'- 

*  Ditiatuir,  p.  ?44,*i^pu4  %hffi^,%  to^j.jiii,  P^^jujQp  ari:^  *'' 

•  This  bloody  feast  is  described  in  Leonine  verse  m  the  Pantheon 
orCodfii^  of  Viterbos  (Sesipt.  ltaX*:ltm.vnltu-4Mi:ASa}»^^^- 

iMd.  et  infimi  MvU  toau  iii»|xrliSU  edit.iMAI)i6);.  tet|bi»  Jnudence, 
wt^9hr  iiDpo«ed«.aa  SigonixiBf j  i«czle«8MM^  siMi|ii(ttfeel  ixpt  Mtti!i^« 
(Anasliy  torn*  «i0»^'dld7^w    ,,.j  ...j'u.  i^^;:^  o.  ,4ioijxt>;jxpcs  n.-^rn  ' 


OV  THE  ROMAN  EMPlAi£.  (>03' 

CMcentius  was   tbe<  firotus  of  tbe  repuUk.    eiiiii>. 
Fmmlih^  cdn^itiottof  a  subjectnAid'an  eiUlc^  he    ^^' 
tti^ice  tpie^  th^(comii)a»d  ot  the^  dty^kgfffemi  or  the 
ed;  expelkd^rdnAieraiiitedithe  popes,  andi-fi^rtned  cxesc^. 
a^totijf^acy^Jbion^oritig  'tbeoauthtiifiijrqof  the  «<<»,  a.  o. 
^efik^OtafUcmrg/r  in  fcbe  fei^oress  of  <S»/  AvIgsA^  ^^^ 
MiiBbifMdiiKi  ftmiob8tinati^l3n^,?4dlitiv0riinibr« 
tuAate  <toiftaUiirbs  JDe^rafjred  b3rja[>prailfle  bf  jslfi^ 
tf  t  birlwiy}  Mrbt  suspeteAsd-  <ni  $n^MiRt^HliAi!Ss' 
head'HiraftieiqpiostfL  cavtbe  bbbtlaneiKls  ofriAe 
i'astlr^    Bfra  nevreirseitof'fditiuke^OdKs  after'oe^ 
pdirating^fliis  tl^pa^.  was  bealegetf 'Itttee  ilfq^^  ,^^    ^^ 
ivithdtttfiood,  ID hfspslace ;  aiid a^Sisgrafeefiiii^   ^ ^       a 
rape  sared  hilii;  fton  tbe  justice  or  fdry^of  the  Bsth 
inans*>  The  saiator  Ptolemy  wasrthfi  lead*  tf 
tfaetpeqile^'  «iK|4be  widow  of  CresceBlittsteDJ^ 
ed  tbe^Ieasuri^or  the  fame  of  revengti^  her  hirt^ 
hinA  by  a  poison  which  shQ  admitiister^i^to  her 
impeiialokwa*.  >  It  wits  tJi#  dteign  of 'OUiq  III 
ta^ibandon  the  tuder  countries. of  the  n6pth^  to 
erect  higjthrane  in  Italy,  and  to  i^tive  the  Josli- 
tutioDs  ofxtlie  Romam- monarchy.    But  itts  mc- 
C699arst<ii(1y  dn06L>in  tbeipttves  appeared  on  the 
)»mlcb  o£;lihei/Fiber)  to  receive;  thi^ir  ci%)iwn  in 
the  ¥atioattu^ '  ;TMr  absence  was:  contemptibfei 
thoir  prdisente.  odions  and^fotnlidable.      They 
descMdtdl  f#om  tli*  Alps^  at  tte  htodi  of.  their 
barbarians,  wlio  were  strangers  and   enemies 
to  the  country^}  and  theit  fratisient  ^visH  was 

^  ThvoitiMlitilin^of  the<eiif|i«ror,  tin4<oatt  ml^tal  otrenoniee  of 

lai.bciia«^^pfeu«  i«.4QAiil>l^  iiUtttUfUid  h^^thfi  Nota  of.HadriMi, 
VtkMfiii;  and  ^L^Hbti^x*.  ^^oBta«iiatre)atadtj^e  triwIopvoeMs/tifihe 
Roman  expeditioni  in  good  Latin,  but  wiltfif  iist>Da|e,ationi'of  tiine  and 
fact,  (1.  vU|  p.  441.446). 
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CHAP,  a  mijie  of  tunmH  wd  Upodbi^ed.''    A^^fy^^t- 

Romao;^ ;  aod^tjb^y  bph^ld/l^it^  pjp)^iuidi0MU^R 
t|»e  sp^pes^iop  of,^xws,.;KTan|^,  ^At¥^<  M 
J^hepHafV,  iwiiQfisurped.l<be  piiri^te.eip^  V^m^ 
tiv^g  of  tfk^  Qe^s^t^        .,..!, ...  j  !  r.      ."  .}o' 

^^^^'  f}9^^tff^  ^  foreign  »atio»6»  Hi=oppfMtt^wa> 
^ir  i^Uqati<»o  ^ml  intorf^&tv.  A 4^^nt, iffiJ^' 
tuurians  loay  pas^  OTef  t|^e  ^^arUif  ^^A^  e3t((je«v> 
si^ie^  .^mpir^  inust  be>$uppar^..byf.^rj^£aed 
ffUfifm  of  polkx  and  oppre9^iop$i  in  t^e-c^tse, 
^ab^Iute  power»  prompt  ia  «iclmtt,^a^4tPcI^ 
ca  i^^sourc^ ;  a  »wift  and  ^a^y^.  wmrsvni^tion 
with  the  extreme  parte:  foriifii^tiw&4o;t€]^k 
tlie  firsis  effort  of  rebeUk>a :  a  regular  Q^inmsBi- 
tion  to  protect  and  punish ;  and  a>  w^Vy§|9Ci|iUfi- 
<Hl.a«niy  tp  inspire  fear,  .without  jpfajf^is^t^ 
content  and  (]e^air«|  Far  differ eii^^wi^  ^si- 
tuation of  the  German  Caesfar^,.  w^hOHKr^ret^i^bi- 
tiou$  to  enslave  the  kiqgdoioii  of  I^^*  a'^^^ 
jpatrisaooial  e^totes  sxrf  m  stretdif  d «  ^k^9g  <tbe 
Rhine,  or  scattered  int1^,pir(HHnfe4^;  J^tUiis 
^mple  domain  was  aUeaali^.|;\ft  the  ifliprii^pce 
or  distress  of  successive  princes ;  and  their  re- 
venue; frt)m  minute  and  vexitious  prerogative, 
was  scarcely  sufl^ent  foi:„the  maintenance  of 
their  household.  Their  troops^«wrcpe*fortie(lby 
the  legal  oir  voluntary  service'of 'tfeeii^^u^al  y|is- 
sals^  who  passedftheAlps  with  rehicta^ceyassained 

r.  *  lx^aqttarrol.Atthe.coroiiatioii^CQQrMUt»i)%^ptofitateil9^^^ 
to  olxwrre-HloTetno  btn  emcre  «lIora«  iadiscipUoati,  Bsrlnrty  e  batii- 
1  Tedeschi.    Annal.  torn,  viii,  p.  368. 


a^r- 
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ttelfeeftse^ofra^keand  jaiitordei",'*aiid  capi'fcii  chap. 

nobles,*  and  the  effects  of  tH«^-owft*5ht8i!§]fiife*-. 
m^v^t^'^^hM  mptiita  to  the't^akm^^  "and 

«i«<<^»y«fes  df  tH^  baHmritihs.  ^tms^m^^O^ 
^%  fail^^ont^hd  bb  eq^aFt^im«>#fth'^ 
^  t;^ts*W"Ita!y;  bor  c4tf <«*  Jfeipj/*^ 
tm^^derXfaetatich  intei>3sted'^%M  J^9eiitdf 
th&^i!kaHV^l.' '  Btit'ifi  the  t\ereMh  kM  li¥fimk 
cmmmsi">€hh  iJiiatiaLTds  ttMbdm  lSt^'fladic<'df 
id(}fi3tty  ^ifffeedom  'and  th&g«DerMis'«xatti{As 
yti^^t  fength'  instated  by  the  i<c^'Mi(^'cfr'TU». 
ftJj^'ffi^  €be'ltalian  dties  a  wtomeipal»goiir8hii 
fHifb^likS^ever  been  totally  AblDlisfted;«ild  their 
fiftt'-pW^iJ^  trete  grairted  byJt&e'fiivbur  «((id 
{ioB^  bfH^e  htaperbr^,  whb  w^6  deifirbu*'of 
e^^ihg^Iebdan'l^Tielr  a^ain^t  the  itaaepeiM}« 
iiU  of  ilr^^ttoblear.'  -Biit  their  rapi^^  progress, 
tlfe  {(Mff  eitt^sioii  of  tfafeir  power'tod  preirai^ 
skmi>'\Ves^lbtii>ii£a  oi^  th6  numben;  and  stdri«of 

tK^«f¥iiffi|r  c^>m^<in^es^«    Each  clt]^  filledl>tfa« 

•:  Y/idi  bfii.'     •  ,-n  I)     :.    ■ .        ..     ^     ■     .     ■> 
.>')ii^'^ifg«|ftqrt)Mi flesh.    73iecfa«ln^^r^Wt.yuip4««were 
a  aeccmnr  p!^  of  travelling  furniture  i  and  a  German  who  van 
>Ma|>H^^i>t)[^ei','  ^rmnHKd  to  "a  frieod,  aiter  it  «Houta-l>«v* 

Mi^sr  Aserve;  that  .d(e  whole  Saxai»4iti«  was  extinguished  in  Ittdjr, 

^w«fc  1)  p*  «4U)«  '  ' 

Itafiui  dtiet,  (1.  li,  c  13*  in  Script.  U»L  tttn.  vi,  p.  707.^1(^1  and 
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CRAP,  measure  oP<be)^^^ftkK:e^^tf^Q{fti9<»!Hh^jti^^ 
^^^^'  ^  tWrt  of  t%*«*unttibntf4«sWips;oFtWttarf^^ 

ipro^Aes^  nftttes  were  flei^ii^edftir^ciMiiteHdA  td 
d«6et1;  tMtk«  ^it«y  eaMIfe9;'ttd(l  to  i^MMn^elhe 
nfdri^  tK^oumUte^iiaracter  6?  fV^eb  iEtMdttia* 

pcfJipfM^te  {fftrofttea  to  tHHs^f t^dstiM  anfiiiklif 
cHtiseh'^m^ th^  threef  w&eH  ^vdpUjffn9,'^ai0aS' 
^or^^ltiid^commdng,  iM6  wM(;ii*^th6r^nB}i^  was 
diTid^l'  IJnda^tbeprotee^eliM^e^W 
li^lmv9  of  dgi4c«iHut«e  and  eMsnU^rce  W^'^jj^^- 
dually  ret$t€d ;  but  tbe  martial  sfirie  df  ^  Cont^ 
bards  was  aeumhed  by  the  pres^ce  of  dat^r ; 
and  tti  often  '^  the  bell  was^  fung^  6t  the  standi'- 
w4>t'eredtedf:tihe  gates  <if  the  dty  poured  fortH-a 
mimereos  and  Mtr^id  foftod,  whose  iecliif^  thinr 
own  cause  wds  soon  guided  by-d^ iiSe  aaid'dis- 
ciitfine  of  arms.  At  the  foot  df  the^  poplar 
ramparts*  the  pride  of  tbe^Ca^^llr^  Ira^^iyt^r- 
tfarowtt ;  and  the  invineible  geniuis  of  libM;j'pre- 
vaikd  over  the  two  Frederics,  tte  gi^es^st^rin-^ 
ces.of  the  middle  age ;  tbe  first,  superfiMr  ^eiiiaps 
in  military  prpwess ;  the  second,  who  ttlidoubftii' 
ly  excelled  in  ^ve  softer  acein»plishfiiddCi  of 
pea6e  and  leafnfngf.  ^     *        >     iu  ;. 

Illustrated  by  )f  uratori,  (Antlqidtat.  lul.  MediT  /Evi,  torn.  Tv.  dis- 
•en.  xlv-lU,  p»  1-675 1  Annal*  ta|n.  itiii,  Uc*  z^     „;    «f  j  ^g,..  jrO  ► 

<  For  these  titles,  see  Selden,  (Titles  of  Honour,  voK  tii,  part,  i•^ 
488) ;  Ducange,  (Gloas.  tatio^  torn*  U,  p.  14Q ;  torn.  vi»4^  .77^fssd 
St.  Marc,  (Abreg4ChnmolAglqti«,  torn*  ii^fw  7]^^>    ^ ,         ^v    . 

«  The  Lf>ailiBrd#  invented  «|kd  ii8e4  theowycwMi^a  rt^mffufl  ptiptfr 
td  on  a  car  or  waggpn,  drawn  by  a  tcopi  of  03u$n«  (pucangc^.tom*  U» 
pu  l(f«,  195.  Muratori,  Antiqiiitat.  torn,  ii,  diss,  xzxvi,  p.  iSM9S)- 
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JI^P44I^s  of  *re^f^ig  t^  .^jipeaclour  of.  the  c  h  a  p. 

scisftpq,nfp5Jt,Jffy«ariibI<|  to  44{;p«tifP:;  .<WI*  W» 

solute, J masl^eff  o^^^e  Uve$  aq4  prop^ties  of:  his,: 
s^i^fififp- ..  H^si  p^yaii>r«r8g<UiYes,  #  ft  tewi%*r  ^ 

Ji9J?«»8lWff(#94.th%fflW^i«e  of  Italy  w»  fitted 
at  t^r4^Lt|R9J^g^^9ii4«t^f  srfver,^  wUchiwere 
multipli^  jta  ^ip^^qfinite  dei^dW¥l»  by  !tb«.raf 

w€r%j;]^3ifpd  l(y  the  terroip  or,  the  fqrce  of;)i4$ 
arn^ j^J^i  /oaptiv^Sj  w^e  ^deliTered  to  th^  execur 
tiqnf^^^WfS^fFq«!^  Ijis;  piliAa^  etngii^  and, 
2^f*eyiI^*iS|SfeaP  a^^.  wrreiKN?  of  M^i  tbftbiHW- 
ings^of  th%^;jSta|t^l^  l^tal  w^e  rmied  tQ.tI)e 
grc^^ Jtjtbr^^ltiindret)-  hostages  were  sent  ix^q. 
Ger]^Qy,^«n4.|^Q  inh^t^pts  wffe  4l|9penu!d  io 
fouri^l|9g^ff^un(kr,tbe  ]^f^  of  the  inflexible  con- 
quf^^^r^t^^VIUan  f pon  r^se  ,^91  h«r  •ashef ;, , 
andt^3||eagHe^9f  li<m4>^<ly.^^9  o^n^nted  by 
distr^$;  jt^fdr.c^s^e  was  espous^  by  V^ice, 
Pope  A}p;^nder  (PI,  and  the  Greek  emperor:  the 
fabric  of  oppression  was  overturn^  in  a  day ; 
and  in  the  treaty ^of  Constance,  Fredeiic  sub- 

^  Gunther  Ligurinav^Tfti,'584,  et  1^4.  apud  Schmidt,  torn,  iii, 
p.  999.  "^'■'•' 

>  Solus  imfferator  faciehi  suRin  iirmavit  ut  petram,  (Bucard.  de 
Exeidio  Mediolani,  Sc^i^t.  Itaf.  totn.  rf^  p.  9lT)l  this  volume  of 
MurdfeM  contains  the  -  Miglniis  of  ^1^  history  of"  Ff  ederftf  i,  which 
move  b^tom^red  with'diie  regard  to  the  circumstances  and  ptej^-' 
dice9  tfTeacfh  Qerm^n  or  Lombard  writer. 
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c  A  A  F.   scribed;  wWl  #ome  rede^vattons,  ^le  freedom  of 

1250.  tifcd^iftfige».  '-His  ^Mrift  asKl  -adMltMiir  vecom- 
fiH^difid  Mm  tfil'tke  Italians ;  >  tttid  *kk  ^Ul^  impla- 
€aMer^<ilKM««fthe  t#a  fl^ioiisr  tM  GItteltns 
w«re  attaelied  to  tile  emperor,  w^MWiltt  Gudfs 
'  (isplttjred  tli^  banMr  of  lAeitf  aJid'^llMr  ehitfcfa. 
The  ctmrt  of  Rome  had  dttiyA>6i<^,Hitito*his  ft- 
Iher  Heflry  VI  was  permitted  to  unil^'Mith  the 
empiiie  the'  kingdoms  of  Na||ta  aiMf'l^iljr. :  and 
fiMn  tti68b  hered^ary  reahnii,  the  ^  diflfved  an 
atnpte  Mid  ready'  supply  of  troops  and^titeftsiire. 
Y*t  Frederic  II  was  finally  oppreafe«6d  by  the 
mtas  of  tlie  Lombards  attd  the  tiiiinders  of  the 
YHtietali';  'his  Idtigdom  was  |^reti  to  a  t^ranger, 
and  the  last  of  hb  fandily  was  beheaiMI  M  Naples 
on-  a  piiMid  seafibUL  Diuing'  shrty^  years,  no 
emperor  appeared  in  Italy,  and  the-itame  was  re- 
membered ofaly  by  the  ig^on^fotik  ka^t/[  the 
last  reilcs  of  sovereignly^.   *      *^  '^  •' 

^'^^'      The  barbarian  conquerors  of  fchiflV^  were 
iirincesof  preasedtodecoratetfaeirchiefwithlhe  tftieof  em- 
^asu-  perOfn  •  but  it  was  not  their  design  ifo  invest  him 
1250,  &c  y^i^f^  itjjg  despotism  of  Constantine  and  luUktinian. 
The  persons  of  the  Germaiis  were  free,  their  con- 
quests were  tlieir  own,  and  their  naiiohalcharacter 
was  animated  by  a  sp^it  which  scorned  the  servile 
jurisprudence  of  the  new  or  the  ancient  Roman.  It 

k.For.the  bistory  of  Frederic  U»  ooii  tbe^h^uM of  Swahia at  Napl«» 
See  Giannone,  Istoria  Civile,  toip.  U,  h  uv<*sis* 
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ifodibme  bbenta  nmtMmi ^MBsefom  littempt  chap. 
WenefjAijwtJieiit  o£  a  magistrate ;  oo  ^e  hci^t.wbo 

^i9«^diiMi>li(ted(ftinoi^  the  du^fsi^^oftbe  iiatioM 

^th^0tigESmse^^  ^  the  ninrcheft  pr  fro|iti^«^ 
^IWfMl  )DAtt64  tbe.  cml  and  miUtaly  autboi4<gr 
^  it^40,)taen  d^l^p^ted  %q  the  Ueirtedantoof  t^ 
first  Qpii^s^nTlhe  jRoom  giiY^ixiGr^  who,  for  the 
m^t  Jt^Uyffiffi^,  9Qi\diep9  of  fortune^  sedqcai  tbeir 
^fif^/my  <}egiQiis,  j^BuiMd  the^imperial  purple^ 
mi  e&tber;.|^EiUad  or  suQceeded  in  tbeii;^  r^volt» 
without  niTQunding.  the  power  and  unity  of  go^ . 
vernment«  If  the  dukes,  margravi^s,  and  counts 
of  Qfinnanj,  rwere  less  audaaious Jn  their  cUuni^ 
the  pon^^qfff^uces  qf  th^r  success  were  more  last* 
ing  ai)d  perniciQus  to  the  statei  Iiistebd  of  aim- 
^^^^J'hp  supreme  rank,  they  silently  labour^ 
to  e3|^I4is|^  ^)d  appropriate  t^eir  provincial  in- 
(lepeiidence.  Their  ambition  was  seconded  by 
tbe  w^gl^of  their  estates  and  vassals^  their  mu- 
tual iexaipple  and  support,  the  common  interest 
of  tji^  subordinate  nobility,  the  change  of  princes 
and  famili^^  th^  ixiinorities  of  Otho  III  and  Hen- 
7  IVi  the  ambition  of  the  pop^s,.  and  the  vain 
pursijijts  of  .the  fugitive  crowns  of  Italy  ^nd  Rome; 
AU.the.  a^fibutes  of  regal  and  tentorial  juris- 
'liction  were  gradually  usurped  by  the  commanders 
of  the  provinces;  the  right  of  peace  and  war,  of 
Hie  and  deaths  of  coinage  and  taxation,  of  foreign 
alliance  and  domestic  economy.     Whatever  hadi 

VOL.  IX,  P 
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CHAP,  bieen  seized  by  violence,  was  ratified  by  favour 
*vL^?!^l*  or  distress,  was  granted  m  the  price  of  a  doubt- 
ful vote  or  a  voluntary  service ;  whatever  had 
been  granted  to  one  could  not,  withottt  injury, 
be  denied  to  his  successor  or  equal ;  aad  every 
act  of  local  or  temporary  possession  was  insaisi- 
bly  moulded  into  the  constitution  of  the  'Ger- 
manic kingdom.     In  every  province,  the  visible 
presence  of  the  duke  or  count  was  interposed  be- 
tween the  throne  and  the  nobles ;  the  subjects 
of  the  law  became  the  vassals  of  a  private  €hief; 
and  the  standard,  which  he  received  ^^mrhls  so- 
vereign, was  often  raised  against  him  in  the  field. 
The  temporal  power  of  the  clergy  was  cherished 
and  exalted  by  the  superstition  or  p<rficy  of  the 
Carlovinglan  and  Saxon  dynasties,  who  blindly 
depended  on  their  moderation  and  fidelity  ;  and 
the  bishoprics  of  Germany  were  made  equal  in 
extent  and  privilege,  superior  in  wealth  and  po- 
pulation, to  the  most  ample  states  (^  the  mili- 
tary order.    As  long  as  the  emperors  retained  the 
prerogative  of  bestowing  on  every  vacancy  these 
ecclesiastic  and  secular  benefices,  their  cause  was 
maintained  by  the  gratitude  or  ambition  of  their 
friends  and  favourites.     But  in  the  quarrel  of  the 
investitures,  they  were  deprived  of  their  influence 
over  the  episcopal  chapters ;  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion was  restored,  and  the  sovereign  was  reduced, 
by  a  solemn  mockery,  to  his  Jirst  prayers,  the 
recommendation,  once  in  his  reign,  to  a  single 
prebend  in  each  church.   The  secular  govenjors, 
instead  of  being  recalled  at  the  will  of  a  superior, 
coutd  be  degraded  only  by  the  sentence  of  their 
peers.    In  the  first  age  of  the  monarchy,  the  ap- 
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pointment  of  the  son  to  the  dtitchy  or  county  of  chap. 
his  father,  was  solicited  as  a  favour ;  it  was  ffra-  ^^^^- 
dually  obtained  as  a  custom,  and  extorted  as  a 
right :  the  lineal  succession  was  often  extended 
to  the  collateral  or  female  branches ;  the  states 
of  the  empire  (their  popular,  and  at  length  their 
legal,  appellation)  were  divided  and  alienated  by 
testament  and  sale ;  and  all  idea  of  a  public  trust 
was  lost  In  that  of  a  private  and  perpetual  inhe- 
ritance. The  emperor  could  not  even  be  enrich- 
ed by  the  casualties  of  forfeiture  and  extinction : 
within  the  term  of  a  year,  he  was  obliged  to  dis- 
pose of  the  vacant  fief,  and  in  the  choicfe  of  the 
candidate,  it  was  his  duty  to  consult  either  the 
general  or  the  provincial  diet. 

After  the  death  of  Frederic  II,  Germany  was  The  Ger- 
left  a  monster  with  an  hundred  heads.   A  crowd  "miuu- 
of  princes  and  prelates  disputed  the  ruins  of  the  ^^J^^  ^^so. 
empire;  the  lords  of  innumerable  castles  were  less 
prone  to  obey,  than  to  imitate,  their  superiors ; 
and  according  to  the  measure  of  their  strength, 
their  incessant  hostilities  received  the  names  of 
conquest  or  robbery.     Such  anarchy  was  the  in- 
evitable consequence  of  the  laws  and  manners  of 
Europe  ;  and  the  kingdoms  of  France  and  Italy 
were  shivered  into  fragments  by  the  violence  of 
the  same  tempest.     But  the  Italian  cities  and  the 
French  vassals  were  divided  and  destroyed,  while  ^ 

the  union  of  the  Germans  has  produced,  undei* 
the  name  of  an  empire,  a  great  system  of  a  fe- 
derative republic.     In  the  frequent  and  at  last 
the  perpetual  institution  of  diets,  a  national  spirit       *\     '^ 
was  kept  alive,  and  the  powers  of  a  common  le- 
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CHAP,  gislatur^  are  stUl  qceros^  hy  the  ^tu;aQ  br^ndie^ 
^  or  coIlQgps.of  tij/?  elector*,  X^^  prrnce^.  and  the 
free  ^Dd  ipipprj^i.  citie?  ,i?f;.Qqri^^  h ^W^ 
of  tbe,f!Qif06t,pjow.erf^  feu^atgries  were  perfj^tted 
to  a^unic;^  wjit^  a  distiqg\^she4  nai^e.apd  jrauk, 
the  qxcl4is^vi^  privHege  of  casing  the  )^n\9ii 
empepqt;  ai^d  t][ie3e  electjijrp  .w:ere  tbe^  kii^  of 
Bohe^ria^  the  duke  of  Sajs^ay^  ifh^  margffjjfp.pf 
Bran^cDbyr^  the  coqpl,  pf^atin^  of  tbe  J^^ipf)» 
and  the  three  archUshops  of  Me^tz,  of  '^^xj^ye^ 
and  of  Cologne.  IJl,  The  college  of  priiif^apd 
prelates  purged  themselves  of  a  proqif  9cuou^  imi)r 
titude :  they  reduced  to  four  represent^tiy^yqtes, 
the  long  series  of  independent  couutSr  bii^  ex- 
cluded the  nobles  of  equestrian  order,,  sixtrp^  thou- 
sand of  whom,  as  in  the  Polish  diets>  ba/d  4|pp^ar* 
ed  on  horsebaifk  in  the  field  ofelectiom.,  JII».The 
pride  of  birth  and  dominion,  of  the^wprd  ^ffd  the 
mitre,  wisely  adopted  the  commons  as  thi^ttbird 
branch  of  the  legislature,  and»  in  the  progress  of 
society,  they  were  introduce4  abouttbes^^tineera 
into  the  national  assemblies  of  France,  England, 
and  Germany.  The  Hanseatic  league  command- 
ed the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  north :  the 
.  confederates  of  the  Rhine  secured  the  peace  and 
intercourse  of  the  inland  country:  the  infiij^nce  of 
the  cities  has  been  adequate  to  their  wealth  and 
policy,  ^nd  their  negative  still  invalidates  the^cts 
of  the  two  superior  colleges  of  electorsandprinces.* 

>  In  the  imraense  labyrfntbo^^e  jii«  pubBcumoT  &ermanj,  I  must 
cither  quote  one  writer  or  a  thousand ;  and  1  had  rather  trust  to  one 
faithful  guide,  than  transcribe,  on  credit,  a  multitude  "of  names  and 
passages.  That  guide  is'M.  PfelFel,  the  author  of  the  best  legal  and 
constitutional  history  that  I  know  oS  anj  country,  (Nouvel  Ahregc 

Chronologique 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIKB.  f  15 

vft  is  in  the  fourtecfnth  century,  that  we  may  view   chap. 
hi  the  strongest  li^ht  the  state  and  contrast  of  the  J^^I!^ 
Roman  ^empire  of  Germany,  which  no  longer  held,  weaknest 
exc^t  dn  the  borders  t)f  thb  Rhin6  aAd  Danube,  a  l^tfUiT" 
single  ph&vince  of  Tri/fan  or  Constatitihe,   Their  German 
wnWdVUry  successors  wei'e  the  couMts  of  Haps-  chSSW. 
bur^h,ofNassau,ofLttxeinburgh,ati*of9chwart- 135^4^^^" 
zeribtirgii :  the  empenir  Henry  VII  procured  for 
his  !^6h  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  and  his  grandson 
Cfaari^s  IV  was  born  among  a  people,  strange  and 
barbattkis  in  the  estimation  of  the  Germans  thenv- 
sei^te^'**  ^  After  the  excommunication  of  Lewis  of 
Bairsfria,  he  received  the  gift  or  promise  of  the 
vacant  lenipire  from  the  Roman  pontiffs,  who,  in 
the  exile  and  captivity  of  Avignon,  affected  the    • 
dqmi'iiiokr'of  the  eardi.    The  death  of  his  compe*      ' 
titors  united  the  electotal  college,  and  Charles 
was  tinanimously  saluted  king  of  the  Romans, 
and  futdre  emperol' :  a  title  which  in  the  same 
age  Was  prostituted  to  the  Caesars  of  Germany 

and' Greece.    The  German  emperor  was  no  more 

•j«    ,  I   "    .      •     ■ 

ChfiQ^ioIqgiqua  de  rUistoire  et  ^u  Oacttt  Public  d'AUemagne,  Paris, 
1776,  2  vols,  in  4to).  His  learning  and  judgment  have  discerned  the 
nbst  intetestirig facts;  Ills  simple  brevity  comprises  them  in  a  narrow 
apace  $  hia  ^h$Qta>lO(^\  drder  diatriliutcs  them  tiadar  tbe  proper 
dates ;  and  an  elaboi^ate  Index  collects  them  under  their  respective 
heads."  To  this  work,  in  a  less  perfect  state,  Dr.  Robertson  was  grate- 
4a\tf  MMrtM  f6r  tlmt  mast^  sketch  whteh  traces  even  the  modern 
changes  of  tltf;  Gjermanic  body.  The  Corpus  Hist^riiB  Germanicss  of 
Struvius  has  been  likewise  consulted,  the  more  usefully,  as  that  huge 
complfaitSoii  ia  fortified  in  evei^  page  i^th  the  original  texts. 

"*  Yet  pertotuUfyt  Charles  IV  must  not  be  considered  as  a  barbarian. 
After  his  edueatioh  at  Paris,  he  recovered  the  use  of  the  Bohemian, 
his  native,  idiom ;  and  the  emperor  conversed  and  wrote  with  equal 
facility  in  French,  LatiUf  Italian*  and  German,  (Struvius,  p.  615,  ^16). 
i'<trarch  always  repi^esents  him  as  a  polite  and  learned  prince, 
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CHAP,  than  the  elective  and  impotent  magistrate  of  an 
J^^'_  aristocracy  of  princes,  who  had  not  left  him  a  vil- 
lage that  he^mighC  call  his  own.  His  best  prero- 
gative was  the  right  of  presiding  and  proposing 
in  the  national  senate,  which  was  convened  at 
his  summons  t  and  his  native  kingdom  of  Bohe- 
mia, less  dptilent  than  the  adjacent  cHy  of  Nw- 
remhergh,  was  the  firmest  seat  of  his  power 
A.  p.  1355.  and  the  richest  source  of  his  revenue.  The 
army  with  which  he  passed  the  Alps  donmsted 
of  three  hundred  horse.  In  the  cathedral  of  St. 
Ambrose,  Charles  was  crowned  with  the  iron 
crown.  Which  tradition  ascribed  to  the  Ijomfeard 
monarchy ;  but  he  was  admitted  only  with  a 
peaceful  train  ;  the  gates  of  the  city  were*  shut 
upon  him ;  and  the  king  of  Italy  was  held  a  cap- 
tive by  the  arms  of  the  Visconti,  whom  be  con* 
firmed  in  the  sovereignty  of  Milan.  In  the  Va- 
tican lie  was  again  crowned  with  the  golden 'cro^n 
of  the  empire;  but,  in  obedience  to  a  Secret 
treaty,  the  Roman  emperor  immediately  with- 
drew, without  reposing  a  single  night  within 
the  walls  of  Rome.  The  eloquent  Petrarch," 
whose  fancy  revived  the  visionary  glories  of  the 
Capitol,  deplores  ^nd  upbraids  the  ignominious 
flight  of  the  Bohemian ;  and  even  his  contempo- 
raries could  observe,  that  the  sole  exercise  of  his 
authority  was  in  the  lucrative  sale  of  privileges  and 
titles.  The  gold  of  Italy  secured  the  election  of  his 

"  Besides  the  German  and  Italian  historian?,  the  e\'pedit\0D  of 
Charles  IV  is  painted  in  lively  and  original  colours  in  the  curious 
Memoircs  sur  la  Vie  de  Petrarque,  torn,  iii,  p.  a76>*4S0»  by  the  abb^ 
de  Sade,  wliose  prolixity  has  never  b«en  blamed  by  any  reader  of  taste 
ajid  curiosity. 
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mn;  W  such  was  t^e.  shameful  poverty  of  tb$   chap. 
fioman  emperor,  tibl^t  Jaikpersqn  iwa$  ai-rested  by  Ji^^l^ 
a  butcher  in  the  s^^^ets  i^  Worm$>  mid  wa«  de- 
tained itt/tbe  public  i<ia,  as  a  pledgie  or^bostagie 
for  tbe  payment  Kif  bj^  expences. 

From  thk  humiliating  scene,  let  i^  i;|irn  to  the  His  osten- 
apparent  maj^y  of  tbe  same, Charles  ip  tlie  diets  a.*d"i356. 
of  ihe  empire*  The  ^oldep  buU»  whi/ch  fixes  the 
Germanioconatitution^is  promulgated  in  the  style 
of  Q  aoverei^  and  legislator.  An,himdred  princes 
how^  before  bis  throne,  and  exalted  their,  owa 
dignity  by  the  voluntary  honours  ^  wbioh  they 
yieldi^>to  their  chief  or  minister,  Ati  the  royal 
baofpiet,  the  hereditary  great  officers^  the  seven 
electors».whoin  rank  and  title  were  equal  to  kings, 
performed  their  sc^emn  and  domestic  service  of 
the  palace.  The  seals  of  the  triple  kingdom  were 
borne  in  state  by  the  archbishops  of  Mentz» 
Cologne^  and  Treves,  the  perpetual  iu*ch*chancel- 
lors  of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Aries.  The  great 
marshaUon  horseback^exercis^d  his  function  with 
a  silveir  measure  of  oats,  which  he  emptied  on  the 
ground,  and  immediately  dismounted  to  regulate 
the  order  of  the  guests.  The  great  steward,  the 
count  palatine  of  the  Rhine,  placed  the  dishes  on 
the  isJble.  The^great  chamb^lain,  the  margrave 
of  Brandenburg,  presented,  after  the  repast,  the 
golden  ewer  and  bason^  to  wash*  The  king  of 
Bohemia,  as  great  cup^-bearer,  was  represented 
by  the  emperor's  brother,  the  duke  of  Luxem- 
burgh  and  Brabant ;  and  the  procession  was  clos- 
ed by  the  great  huntsmen,  who  introduced  a 
boar  and  a  stag,  with  a  loud  chorus  of  horns  4^4 


Qie  TIA*']IBCUKB  AKD  'FAlE 

CHAP,   haonds.' '  ^>l€^  w«»  thfe  stipi-emdfijr  ofiHh^  enifiSr 

momo^kr  (if  Etirdpe  eanfe^s^A  tie  p]«eietniti«nce 
of  his  TMk  aAdd^tgr  ^^te  mkk  the  flMt  bfithe 
ChristHm  pti^cM,  llie'teinp«hl4itBd  <tfi  tte  gFMt 
repdklic^df^tlue  We($tt«  to  ilk  pemcm  theititlt  of 
majesty  iraH^'kr^  &ptiMp9iatildr  and  l»e  i^Mi^ated 
with  tbe  popiK^the-MbHtne  pmnigtitif^ -of  crest- 
ing ktiig»  and  ass^mUittg  councils. '  Tboictaele 
of  the  civil  latv*,  the  learned'Bartolus^'waafapeti- 
slonet^  of'  Chariet  IV ;  and  hi»  sxrbwl  MMtmded 
with  the  doctrine^  that  the  Rinmati  en^eMn*was 
the  rightftil  sovereign  of  the  eal«ir,ihoiiiitlie  fis^ 
ing  to  the  setting  sun.  The  contrary  opinion  was 
condemnedji  not  as  an  error,  but  as'dU  heresy, 
since  even  the  gospel  had  pcoaounced^.  *^  And 
'"  there  wettt  forth  a  decree  from  Csem^  Auifust- 
*'  us,  that  (dl  the  world  should  be  tas^ed-^"^. 
^ntrMt   .     jf  ^g  annihilate  the.  interval  of  tinye  and'  space 

of  the  * 

power- and  bctwecn  Augustus  and  Charles,  strong  and  strike 
Augustufc^  ing  will  be  the  contrast  between  the  two  Cssars; 
the  Bohemian,  who  concealed  his  wedcness  un- 
der the  mask  of  ostentation,  and  the  Roman, 
wlio  disguised  his  strength  under  the  semblance 
of  modesty.  At  the  head  of  his  victorious  le- 
^  'gions,  in  his  reign  over  the  sea  and  land,  from 
the  Nile  and  Euphrates  to  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
Augustus  professed  himself  the  servant  of  the 

*  See  the  whole  ceremony  in  Struvius,  p.  629. 

f  The  republic  of  Europe,  with  the  pope  and  emperor  at  its  head, 
was  never  represented  with  more  dignity  than  in  the  council  of  Con* 
stance.     See  Lenfant^s  History  of  that  assembly. 

«  Gravlna,  Origiiies  Juris  Civilis^  p.  lOS^ 
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state  and  the  equal  ofrhis  £»)Iow*9ciAit6ns/  ;;tj{!lie/  cbabi 
conqueiw.0f,KK)mei«pd.Ji^l}:pr^iQc«ft«ailt«e^  .^^%* 
the  popii)ar-^a94jk^4bpm^Qf  ^t^m^otiD 
and  a  tribiliit.    Hid  i^U  jifoantbe  lomiof  iiiMi-» . 
kbd,  butt  ^;  tib^(dee^i;^ai^  Jbi8>  toi;sFJbe*tK»ih  > 
rowed  Jhe  tqig^i^  lh$  senate  ^fld  p^]ile  3  >  mm},  , 

newed  Ufi  ^teoi^Kimiy  oomixii«9irai>  tQrTa4wkU9tw 
totbft^ro^UbUc<:l  fort^-diieas/^dt^  hia 

titlee^i»t:alUt}te  ttfllce^^^f  social  Utti  Atf^wtut 
maintained  ^tbf;!  character  of  a  pi^vjite  Roman  ;.> 
and  his  most  aiStftdrflaAterers  respected  tiie  a^ 
cret  ofiiibi  ^absc^je :aQ4^  p^P^ui^  mptiwc^jrw      r 

^  Six  thpu^d  jirns  ha^e  l^ee^  dJ£scQyere4  of  the  sI^vqs  and  9ree^« 
men  of  Augustus  and  Livia.  So  minute  was  the  division  of  office* 
that  6ne  8lav^Wak'ii^^<xDted  to  wioigli  i^e  wt>ol  which  was' spun  bf 
the  emprep'  9)Aids,  ^fithet-for  the  care  of  her  lap-dogr  ^  (Cat 
mere  Sepplchrale,  &c.  by  Bianchini.  Extract  of  his  work,  Jn  the  Bi« 
bliotheque  Itifique,  torn,  iv,  p.  175.  His  Eloge,  by  Fonten^e,  toiQ. 
vi,  j>.  '356).tT  iPm  l^ese  servants  were  ot  the  same  nmk,  and  fo94^ 
not  moxQ  ^numerous  than  those  of  PoUio  or  Lentulus*  Thtjr  o;i{9 
prove  the  general  riches  of  the  city. 
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CHAP.  L. 

Description  of  Arabia  and  itB  tnhabiianfs^^Birtky  ck- 
ractcTf  and  doctrine  of  Mmhomtir^Ht  preacbes  at  Mecca 
'^Fliea  to  Medinor^Propagates  kif  rdigUm  Ay  the  sumi 
f^Vohintary  or  reluctant  submisnon  of  the  Arabs — Hu 
death  and  nuxessors-^The  claims  and  fortunes  of  AH 
and  his  descendants. 

CHAP,  After  pursuing  above  six  hundred  years  the 
fleeting  Caesars  of  Constantinople  and  G^-many, 
I  now  descend,  in  the  reign  of  HeracUus,  on 
the  eastern  borders  of  the  Greek  monarchy. 
While  the  state  was  exhausted  by  the  Persian 
war^  and  the  church  was  distracted  by  the  Nes- 
torian  and  Monophysite  sects,  Mahomet,  with  the 
sword  in  one  hand  and  the  Koran  in  the  other, 
erected  his  throne  on  the  ruins  of  Christianity 
and  of  Rome,  The  genius  of  the  Arabian  pro- 
phet, the  manners  of  his  nation,  and  the  spirit  of 
.  his  religion,  involve  the  causes  of  the  decline  and 
fall  of  the  eastern  empire ;  and  our  eyes  are  cu- 
riously intent  on  one  of  the  most  memorable  re- 
volutions which  have  impressed  a  new  and  last- 
ing character  on  the  nations  of  the  globe.* 

>  As  in  this  and  the  following  chapter  I  shall  display  mach  Arabic 
learning,  I  must  profess  my  total  ignorance  of  the  oriental  tonguefs, 
and  my  gratitude  to  the  learned  interpreters*  who  have  transfused  their 
science  into  the  Latin,  French,  and  English  languages.  Their  collect 
tloiis,  yersionsy  «ui(i  ])istpries>  I  shall  oco^sionall^  notice. 


OP  TflE  R<)JfAN  EMPIM.  CI9 

In  the  vacant  space  between  Persia,  Syria,   chap* 
Egypt,  and  Ethiopia,  the  Arabian  peninsula^  .^^^^ 
may  be  conceived  as  a  trianglQ  of  spacious  but  Descnp. 
irregular  dimensions.     From  tb^  north«'ft  point  Arabu. 
of  Beles*"  on  the  Euphrates,  a  line  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred miles  is  terminated  by  the  straits  of  Babel* 
mandel  and  the  land  of  frankincense.     About 
half  this  length  may  be  allowed  fbr  the  middle 
breadth  from  east  to  west,  front   Bassora  to 
Suez,  from  the  Persian  Gulf  to  the  Red  Sea,* 

^  The  geographers  of  Arabia  may  be  divided  into  three  classes.-^ 
1.  The  Qreekt  and  iatina^  whose  progressive  knowledge  maj  b* 
traced  in  Agatharcides,  (de  Mari  Rubro,  i|i  Hudson.  Geog^ph.  Minor* 
torn,  i) ;  Diodorus  Siculus,  (torn,  i,  I.  ii,  p.  I5p-167;  I.  iii,  p.  Sll- 
21(),  edit.  Wesseling);  Strabo,  (1.  xvi,  p.  1112-1U4,  ftxim  Kratos* 
thenea,  p.  ll!^-<-1133,  from  Artemidorus) ;  Dionysius,  (Peri^gvsia, 
927-969);  Pliny,  (Hist.  Natur.  v,  12;  vi,  32),  and  Ptolemy,  (De- 
script,  et  TabiU«  Urbiiun,  in  Hudson,  torn.  iii).  2.  The  Arabic  writ* 
ergf  who  have  treated  the  subject  with  the  seal  of  patriotism  or  devo^ 
lion :  the  ej^trac^s  of  Pocopk  (Specimen  Hist..  Arabum»  p.  125.-128> 
from  the  Geography  of  the  Sherif  al  Edrissi,  render  us  still  more  dis^ 
satisfied  with  the  version  or  abridgment  (p.  24-27,  44-56,  108,  Slcj  " 

119,  &c.)  which  the  Marpnites  have  publfsbed  under  the  absurd  tilte 
of  Geographia  Nubiepsis,  (Paris,  1619);  but  the  Latin  and  French 
translators.  Graves  (i|i  Hudson,  torn,  iii)  and  Galland,  (Voyage  de  !a 
Palestine  par  la  Roque,  p.  265-346),  have  opeAed  to  us  the  Arabic  of 
Abulfeda,  the  most  copious  and  correct  ac^oun^  of  the  peninsula^ 
which  may  be  enriched,  however,  from  the  Bibliotheque  Orientale  of 
d'Herbelot,  p.  120,  et  alibi  passim.  3.  The  Enropetin  travetlertp 
among  whom  Shaw  (p.  438-4551  and  Niebuhr  (Description,  17T3» 
Voyages,  torn,  i,  1776)  deserve  an  honourable  distinction  z  Buschiog 
(Geographle  par  Bereoger,  torn,  viii,  p.  416-510)  has  compiled  with 
judgment;  and  d'AnvllIe's  Maps  (Orbis  Veteribns  Notus,  and  Ire 
Partie  de  TAsie)  should  lie  before  the  reader,  with  his  Geographie 
Ancienne,  torn,  ii,  p^  208-231. 

*  Abulfed.  Descript.  Arabiae,  p.  1 ;  D'Anvllle,  PEuphrate  et  1« 
Tigre,  p.  19,  20.  It  was  in  this  place,  tbo  paradise  or  garden  of  a 
satrap,  that  Xenophbn  and  the  Greeks  first  passed  the  Euphrates, 
(Anabasis,  L  i,  c  10,  p.  29,  edit.  Wells). 

*  Reland  has  proved,  with  much  superfluous  learning,  1.  That  our 
Bed  Sea  (the  Arabian  Gulf)  is  no  more  than  a  part  of  the  Mare 
Rubrum,  the  Eftf^^»  tmXm^rtn  of  the  ancients,  which  was  extended  to 
(he  indefinite  space  of  the  Indian  ocean*    2«  That  the  eynonymou^. 

words 
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CHAP.  The  sides  of  the  triangle  are  gradually  enlarged, 
*"  and  the  dtfuthem  basis  presents  a  front  of  a  thou- 
sand  miles  to  the  Indian  ocean.  The  entire  sur-. 
face  of  the  peninsula  exceeds  in  a  fourfold  pro- 
portion that  of  Germany  or  France ;  but  the 
far  greater  part  has  been  justly  stigmatized  with 
The  toil  the  epithets  of  the  stony  and  the  sandy.  Even 
Ji^t^^"  the  wilds  of  Tartary  ar6  decked  by  the  hand  of 
nature  with  lofty  trees  and  luxuriant  herbage ; 
and  the  lonesome  traveller  derives  a  sort  of  com- 
fort and  society  from  the  presence  of  vegetable 
life.  But  in  the  dreary  waste  of  Arabia,  a  bourfd- 
less  level  of  sand  is  intersected  by  sharp  and 
naked  mountains,  and  the  face  of  the  desert, 
without  shade  or  shelter,  is  scorched  by  the  di- 
rect and  intense  rays  of  a  tropical  sun.  Instead 
of  refreshing  breezes,  the  winds,  particularly 
from  the  south-west,  diiTuse  a  noxious  and  even 
deadly  vapour ;  the  hillocks  of  sand  which  they 
alternately  raise  and  scatter,  are  compared  to 
the  billows  of  the  ocean,  and  whole  caravans, 
whole  armies,  have  been  lost  and  buried  in  the 
whirlwind.  The  common  benefits  of  water  are 
an  object  of  desire  and  contest ;  ^d  such  is  the 
scarcity  of  wood,  that  some  art  is  requisite  to  pre- 
serve and  propagates  the  element  of  fire.  Arabia  is 
destitute  of  navigable  rivers,  which  fertilize  the 
soil,  and  convey  its  produce  to  the  adjacent  re- 
gions :  the  torrents  that  fall  from  the  hills  are 
imbibed  by  the  thirsty  earth :  the  rare  and  hardy 
plants,  the  tamarind  or  the  acacia,  that  strike 
their  roots  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  are  nou- 

words  sfuf(§t9  »utt§^tf  alluded  to  the  colour  of  the  blacks  or  negi-oes, 
pis^ert.  Miscell.  torn,  i,  p.  59i^l7). 
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rished  hj  the  4i^ws  of  the  night :  a  scanty  suppljjT  ch  ap. 
of  rain  is  collected  in,  cisterns  and  aqueducts :  ^^^^^^ 
the  wells  and  ^springs  are  the  s<^pret  treasure  of 
the  desert;. and  the  jpilgrim  of  Mecca/  after 
many  a  dry  and  sultry  fnarch,  is  disgyist^  by 
the  taste  of  the  waters^  which  have  rolled  ov^r 
a  bed  of  sulphur  or  salt.  Such  is  the  general 
and  genuine  picture  of  the  climate  of  Arabia. 
The  experience  of  evil  enhances  the  value  of  apy 
local  or  partial  enjoyments,  A  shady  grove,  a 
green  pasture,  a  stream  of  fresh  water,  are  suf- 
ficient to  attract  a  colony  of  sedentary  Ar^bs  ta 
the  fortunate  spots  which  can  afford  food  and  re- 
freshment to  themselves  and  their  cattle,  and 
which  encourage  their  industry  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  palm-tree  and  the  vine*  The  high  lands 
t])at  border  on  the  Indian  ocean  are  disting^uish- 
ed  by  their  superior  plenty  of  wood  and  water : 
the  air  is  more  temperate,  the  fruits  are  more 
delicious,  the  animals  and  the  human  race  more 
numerous :  the  fertility  of  the  soil  invites  and 
rewards  the  toil  of  the  husbandman ;  and  the 
peculiar  gifts  of  frankincense'  and  coffee  have 
attracted  in  different  ages  the  ^merchants  of 
the  world.      If  it  be  compared  with  the  rest 

•  In  fhe  thirty  days,  or  stations,  between  Cairo  and  Mecca«  there 
are  fi(Ye<a>  ie'ttHkite  6rir0od  water.  See  the  route  of  the  Uadjeea,  in 
Shaw's  Travels,  p.  iTI. 

*  The  aromat^cs,  especially,  the  thus  or  frankincense,  of  Arabia,  oc- 
cupy the  Xiith  book  of  Pliny.  Our  great  poet  (Paradise  Lost,  1.  iv) 
introducels/|ii  a*«8inile»  the  sp^  odours  that  are  blown  by  the  north. 
esfst  wind  pov^  the  Sabaean  coast.— 

■  ■■  Many  a  league^  ^ 

PleasM  with  the  grateful  scent,  old  Ocean  smiles^ 
<PliiK  BiFt.  Natur.  xii,  42). 
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CHAP,   of  the  {)eiiin«ila»  this  sequestered  region  may 
^      truly  deserve  the  appellaticn  of  the  happy :  and 


the  splefndid  cdlouring  of  faticy  and  fiction  has 
been  suggested  hy  contrast  and  countenanced 
by  distance.  It  was  for  this  earthly  paradise 
that  nature  had  reserved  her  choicest  favours 
and  her  most  curious  workmanship :  the  incom- 
patible blessings  of  luxury  and  innocence  were 
ascribed  to  the  natives :  the  soil  was  impregnated 
with  gold"^  and  gems,  and  both  the  land  and  sea 
were  taught  to  exhale  the  odours  of  aromatic 
tMTition  of  swccts.  This  divisiou  of  the  sandy,  the  stony, 
the  stony'  and  the  happy ^  so  familiar  to  the  Greeks  and 
Sppy  Latins,  is  unknown  to  the  Arabians  themselves : 
Arabiai.  ^n^j  jj  fg  singular  enough,  that  a  country,  whose 
language  and  inhabitants  have  ever  been  the 
same,  should  scarcely  retain  a  vestige  of  its  an- 
cient geography.  The  maritime  districts  pf 
Bahrein  and  Oman  are  opposite  to  the  realm  of 
Persia.,  The  kingdom  of  Yemen  displays  tfre 
limits,  or  at  least  the  situation,  of  Arabia  Felix  : 
the  name  of  Neged  is  extended  over  the  inland 
space :  and  the  birth  of  Mahomet  has  illustrated 
the  province  of  Hpjaz  along  the  coast  of  the 
Red  Sea.*^ 

«  Agatharcides  aflirms,  that  lumps  of  pure  gold  were  found,  from 
the  size  of  an  olive  to  that  of  a  nut ;  that  iron  was  twice,  and  silver 
ten  times  the  value  of  gold,  (de  Marl  Rubro,  p.  GO).  These  real  or 
imaginary  treasures  are  vanished  ;  and  no  gold  mines  are  at  present 
known  in  Arabia,  (Niebuhr,  Description,  p.  124). 

^  Consult,  peruse,  and  study,  the  Specimen  Historia  Arabuoi  of 
Pocock!  (Oxon.  1650,  in  4to).  The  thil-ty  pages  of  text  and  ver&ion 
are  extracted  from  the  Dynasties  of  Gregory  Abulpharagius,  which 
*  Pocock  afterwards  translated,  (Oxon.  1663,  in  4to) :  the  three  hun- 

dred  and  fifty-eight  notes  from  a  classic  and  original  work  on  the 
Arabian  antiquities. 
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Hie  measure  ci  population  if  regulated  by  tfce  tUxr. 
means  of  subsistence;  and  the  inhabitants  of  ,^^««^,^^ 
this  vast  peninsula  might  be  out-numbered  l^  Mannen 
the  subjects  of  a  fertile  and  industrious  pro^dowc^iw," 
vince.     Along  the  shores  of  the  Persian  gulf,  of  ^]^*^** 
the  oceaQ>  and  even  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Icthtfo- 
phagi,^  or  fish^eaters,  continued  to  wander  in 
quest  of  their  precarious  food.   In  this  primitive 
and  al>^ct  state»  which  ill  deserves  the  name  of 
society,  the  human  brute,  without  arts  or  laws, 
almost  without  sense  or  language,  is  poorly  dis- 
tinguished from  the  rest  of  the  animal  creation. 
Generations  and  ages  might  roll  away  in  silent 
oblivion,  and  the  helpless  savage  was  restrained 
from  multiplying  his  race,  by  the  wants  and 
pursuits  which  confined   his  existence   to  the 
narrow  margin*  of  the  sea-coast.     But  in  an 
early  period  of  antiquity  the  great  body  of  the 
Arabs  had  emerged  from  this  scene  of  misery ; 
and  as  the  naked  wilderness  could  not  main- 
tain a  people  of  hunters,  they  rose  at  once  to 
the  more  secure  and  plentiful  condition  of  the 
pastoral  life.     The  same  life  is  uniformly  pur- 
sued by  the  roving  tribes  of  the  desert,  and  in 
the  portrait  of  the  modem  Bedoweens\  we  may 
trace  the  features  of  their  ancestors,*  who,  in 

*  Arrian  remarks  the  Icthyophagi  of  the  cotst  of  Hcjaz,  (Periplus 
Maris  Erythrsi,  p.  13),  and  beyond  Aden,  (p^  15).  It  seems  pro- 
bable  that  the  shores  of  the  Red  Sea  (in  the  largest  sense)  were  oc>  « 

cupied  by  these  savages  in  the  time,  perhaps,  of  Cyrus ;  but  I  can 
hardly  believe  that  any  cannibals  were  left  among  the  savages  in  the 
reign  of  Justinian,  (Procop.  de  Bel!.  Persic.  1.  i,  c.  19). 

^  See  the  Specimen  Historise  Arahum  of  Pocock,  p.  2,  5,  86,  &c» 
The  journey  of  M.  d^Arvieux,  in  1664,  to  the  camp  of  the  emir  of 
mount  Carmel>  (Voyage  d^  la  Palestine,  Amsterdam,  1718)  exbibito  a 

pleasing 
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.CHAP,  the  ige  of  Moses  or  Mahomet*  dwelt  uM^t 
J^^i^^^mHax  t^nts,  aiii)  conducted  their  hbiaest  and 
camels,. and  shaejH  to  the  same  spx?uig9L  ^nd  the 
same  pastures.  Our  toil  is  lessened^  ,and  our 
wealth  is  in^rean^d,  by  oujr  dpm^moA  over  the 
useful  ^m^^ls :  and  the  Arabian  shefben}  had 
acquired  the  absolute  ppssession  of  a  f()4thful 

The  ^one.  friend  <and  a  laborious  sUve/  Arabia,  jft .  the 
opinion  of  the  naturalist,:  is  the  i^nwine  and 
original  country  of  the  horse;  the  dimate  most 
propitious,  not  indeed  to  the  size,  but  to  the 
spirit  and  swiftness,  of  that  generous  animal. 
The  merit  of  the  Barb,  the  Spanish,  and  the 
English  breed,  is  derived  from  a  mixture  of 
Arabian  blood:"*  the  Bedoweens  preserve,  with 
superstitious  care,  the  honours  and  the  me- 
mory of  the  purest  race :  the  males  are  sold  at 
a  high  price,  but  the  females  are  seldom  alien-' 
ated ;  and  the  birth  of  a  noble  foal  was  esteem- 
eb,  among  the  tribes,  as  a  subject  of  joy  and 
mutual  congratulation*  These  horses  are  edu- 
cated in  the  tents,  amoAg  the  children  of  the 
Arabs,  with  a  tender  familiarity,  which  trains 

pleasing  and  original  picture  of  the  life  of  the  Bedoweens,  Which  majr 
be  iUostrated  from  Niebuhr  (Description  de  l*Arabie»  p.  327-S44)  and 
Vblney,  (torn,  i,  p.  34<3-385),  the  last  and  most  judicious  of  our  Syrian 
traveJters. 

'  Read  (it  is  no  unpleasant  task)  the  incomparable  articles  of  the 
^or«e  and  thie  Camel,  in  the  Natural  History  of  Mi.  de  finlTon. 

"»  For  the  Arabian  horses,  see  d*Arvieux  (p.  159-173)  and  Nic 
babr,  (p.  142-144).  At  the  end  of  the  xiiith  century,  the  borats  of 
Naged  were  esteemed  sure-footed,  those  of  Yemen  strong  and  serr- 
ioeablc,  those  of  Hejaz  most  noble.  The  horses  of  Europe*  the 
tenth  and  last  class,  were  generally  despised,  as  having  too  mudi 
body  and  too  little  spirit,  (d'Herbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  339): 
,  theijp  strength  was  requisite  t#  bear  the  weight  of  the  knight  and  his 
armoun 
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them  in  the  habits  of  ^gentleness  and  attaehnient.    chap. 
They  are  accustomedoiTlyto  walk  and  to  gallop:  ^^^^^^ 
their  sensations  ate  not  bhi'ntedliy  the  iticessant        • 
abuse  of  the  spur  and  the  \*rhip :  their  powers  are 
r^^erVM  for  the  liioments  of 'flight  and  pursuit; 
but  !4cr*SWoner  do  ith^y  feel  the  touch  cif  the  hand 
or  *the  stirrup,  tlifln  , they  "dart  atiray  with  the 
sWift»ess  of  the  windVand  if  th^lr  friend  be  dis- 
moun^etf  in' the  rapid  career,  Ihey  instantly  stop 
till  ^e  iif3LS  'recovered  his  seat.     In  the  sands  of 
Africa  ahd  Arabia,  £he  camel  is  a  sacred  and  pre-  The  camei. 
cibti^^j^ift.     That  strong  and  patient  beast  of 
buraeii'caii  perform,  without  eating  or  drinking, 
ajoAlrfcey  of  several  days ;  and  a  reservoir  of  fresh 
watei*  is  preserved  in  a  large  bag,  a  fifth  stomach 
of  the  animal,  whose  body  is  imprinted  mth  the 
marks  of  servitude ;  the  larger  breed  is  capable  of 
transporting  a  weight  of  a  thousand  pounds ;  and 
the  dromedary,  of  a  lighter  and  more  active 
frame,  outstrips  the  fleetest  courser  in  the  race. 
Alive  or  dead,  almost  every  part  of  the  camel  is 
serviceable  to  man :  her  milk  is  plontiful  and  nu- 
tritious :  the  younger  and  tender  flesh  has  the  taste 
of  veal :  "*  a  valuable  salt  is  extracted  from  the 
urine  :  the  dung  supplies  the  deficiency  of  fuel ; 
and  the  long  hair,  which  falls  each  year  and  is 
renewed,  is  coarsely  manufactured  into  the  gar-* 

^  QuA  -carnibus  canieldruin  vcsci  solent  odii  tenaces  sunt,  wa* 
tlic  opinion  of  an  Arabian  physician,  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  88). 
Mabomet  himself,  who  was  fond  of  milk,  prefers  the  cow,  and  dpes 
hot  even  mention  the  camel ;  but  the  diet  of  Mecca  and  Medina 
was  already  more  luxurious,  (Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn,  iii,  p. 
404). 

VOL.   IX.  Q 


OBAPw  iMiUB<tbefinniiiiflr^5i  *»i  Che  itmto,  of  the  Be> 

^J^^;J^^^  dA»eleBfliJ  Ipl  ttieicaniy(wmsoiis/theyiCOtiiutoe4fae 

ni«  rnidilhsofBcieptibdDbagd  of  tliau^i^t^idur- 

w>ast)  «h<^iliilld.(rf!  Yeifciep^  oii<tte>Alfigliboiir^ood 
af/ifae^EaphBatei^i  mdihavdtdfteli  >lei(4Jbh;ed  >l^ 
ijailgerabb  likense  (rf*  td^tingnttie^l^ti^  tl£rtfae 
Nik,  md  the  viUager  of  Syvte  MdiPdiltilM. 
Tbetlifeijof  a  wwdering  Aratr  ig^ll'Mfif^f^dl^gfe^ 
and  distressr,  and  though  30^ke%imtBJ^kfj^^Tdf^ 
mr  acchai^e^  be  may  appropriate  tli6t^fihit«$i^ 
industry,  a  private  citizen  in  Europe  is  in  the 
possession  of  more  solid  and  pleasing;, 'tii;^uijy, 
th^  th^  proudest  emir»  who  jaacch^StiiL  tbeifi^ 
at  the  bead  of  ten  thousand  horse. 
Axabi^^  Yet  an  essential  difference  W^y.  k^  IftVWd^be- 
tween  the  horde,  of  Scythia  atid  tfae'^ifta'afoian 
tri|[)es,  since  many  of  the  latter  A^e^e  po||^^  iii- 
to^towns  andemployed  in  tlielaboara<rfitmdo  and 
agriculture;  A  part  of  their  time  :^d  ^dustry 
w^ssjall  devoted  tp  the  n^anagep^^  p^  ik^ii 
Mttle  t.  they  mtngled  in  peaofe  and  tvsElr,  iii%ly't&eir 
brethren  of  the  desert;  and  the  ^Ei^doy^^^s  fl^ 
rived  from  their  useful  intercaiiirse^^on^e^aui^ly 
bf  their  wants,  and  ^me  rudtmartfe  of  U|j{:anfl 
knowledge.  Among  the  forty ^J^^iQciti^oCA^ 
bia,^  enumerated  by  Abulfeda,  the  most  hiieient 
and  populous  were  sitoate  in  the  h^ppu^i^P<'* 


^  Yet  Marciao  of  Heraclea  (in  PeriplQ,  p»  1^  jU^4]»«»Aij'iiDd9Siv 
Minor.  Geograph.)  reckons  one  hunted  i^d  ^iifty*fQm  tomst-iji  A- 
rabia,  Felix.  The  skie  •f  tbe  towns  m^^  Iw  ssaall--*^  Mth«f  tb« 
Yf  Titer  mi|;ht  be  large.  1    •    /:  ,-*-j 


ih  tair^r^  fiCrSmaail  tod  tfaeiinarvelkkiaaiQfififf^  a^M^ 

¥j|c$iUNjilQa«iAK}fR£diSe^  disitaitea  mmm; 

fOiyefe^jj^ftJaiMtxtift these  taldl^^  pbdesliiiras^knowin 
Mi^  Sm^^iUn^m  :the  tiamat  iif  >  Maeonibai; 
^!lit^^t^tmm9ikKff:  off  thq.  i^ord^is  expressh^ 
i)f][}itet>glie3ak6Q$99*  yUAcb  Jms  not  indeed,  ihtthe 
9i^|;iflMlir,i^^mf>iienad>  exoeeded  the  ske  Mid 
pp^lM15)m$f  ofM^iwiUes.  Somelal^t  nnotivB, 

1^  It  is  Mnmared  b^  Abulfeda  (in  Hudson*  torn,  iii^p.  ^)  oDanust 
4:W,HfBiri8«tkriiie  rei^dence  of  the  Iman  of  Temen,  (Voyages  de 
2<bft]d([iHfMi^]ftX38l;.8liS)J  Sftaittistwenty^ibiirpantsangi^rota 
Dafar,  (Abulfede,  p..  Af ),  ,^^  eixtj^Bight^from  A4^»  (fh*^)*.' 

^  Fdcoek,, Specimen,  p.  57  i  Geograph.  Nubiensis,  p.  53.  Meriaba, 
or  MiilUf^  vaSku^itt  idfrcuittfcrence,  was  destroyed  by  the  legi(itis  of 
4l}lMnMP^^  H'^  ^^  ^i«  SKIjt  and  had  n^t  cotived  in  the  xiVfh 
centuiT^(Abvlfed.  p^script,  Arab.  p.  58), 

'  liir  ijklh'e  of  CT^jr;  Jifedina,  was  appropriated,  »#tV'  it«;t;*>'t  ^<*  Ya- 
tnllk  tfaOilHiliac  MDtlw  «biedkibf  the  ti^at  of  the  prophet.  The  4»- 
!^ff^!i&[S[f  d^fi^*^  ^^  r#ck90?d  by  AbaUedA  in  stAtion^i  or  days 
journey  oi  a  caravan,  (p.  15):  to  Bahrein^  xy;  to  Ba^sora,  xviii;  to 
Cittt^  ik\  ti]^tMiMa8ju»  or  ^esthie,  xx ;  to  Caii'o,  xxv ;  to  Mecca*  . 
^*Af^ff^?iP^^W^  4^  A»).  Pr  Allen,  »k;  to  Cairo,  xxxi 
dajrs,  or  412  iMUK^  (Shi^w*a  Travels,  p.  477)  ;  .whicl^,  according 
to^tt^^ififeT'd^^'Ahville,  (kesures  Itineraires,  p.  99),  allows 
^jl|if«efiN^id«i»  <Btt|IMi  ^iHilas  for  it  ds^'a  j^raey.  Pram  the 
^o£j^|ungEy{^,X**<jif/»P^f  ift  X^>n^*  betweoa  Ade4,at|<l 
Cape  l^artascb)  to  daza,  in  S^ria,  Pliny  (Hist,  Nat.  xji,  32)  com- 
Wwli4^>x^riydib)9f^<i!ttft«lis.  '^he^is'measures  may  assist  fancy  atfd 

•fV*«fifwMtMif   >fn  .i..  ...  .  .  ••      ..    I 

■  Our  potions  of  Mecc^  mi^st  Ije  drawn  from  thj^  Arabians,  (d'Herbe- 
I*l^fi8iAhi^>Seibrferital%,>  36^-371-;  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  125- 
128  ;  Abulfodair  p.  1 1-40).  As  no  onbelicver  is  permitted  to  enter  the 
•Ity;  oittra^Hfersare  silem ;  and  the  'short  hints  of  Thevenot  (Vojages 
dte  l««wi;ipttrltif  ^'i9dV'af^  taken  from  the  suspif-ious  mouth  of  an 
^fift^^»il'n^i|ii}D.  9oift^  WrsT^fis  A'ufitedl  *0000  Irouses;  <Chatd1n, 
tern,  iv,  p*  167).  ':"^    *'  '    i  ^' 

Q2 
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CHAP;  perhaps  of  sup«rstition»  must  have  impelled  the 
^  JJ;;;,^^^  fpunders,  Id  the  choice  ef  a  moat  uopromi^g 
siiteatioii.  They  en^ted  their  bal^itatiofia  of  mud 
or  «toiiAi  in  «  piaw'^uttwo  J¥Hi?5  long  aiid  ooe 
mUebroaf),  aA  thefif^ot  of  lihree  baRtaiiiicmn- 
taiM  { 'the  toil  h  a  rock*;  the  wal^r  wen  of  the 
holy  well  of  Zem^em  is  bittet  or  bnaekish;  the 
pastures  are  remote  from  the  dty;  aa^.^apes 
are  transported  above  seventy  lailes  from  the 
gajfdensi  of  Tayef.  The  fame  and  spiirMt  of  Ithe 
Kweisbitesi  who  reigned  in  Meccai  werei  looaspi- 
c^ous  among  the  Arabkin  tribes;  but  their  uo* 
griateful  soil  refused  the  labours  e(  agiaci|Uur€i 
and  their  position^  was  favourably  to  tb$  j^er- 
hertraAe*  |Hri<s;ep.of  trade.  By  thesea^portof  Qedd^r^at'the 
distance  only  of  forty  miles,  they  maiolaip^d^ 
easy  correspondence  with  Abyssinia;  aD4  'that 
Chmtian  kingdom  afforded  the  fljrst  refuge  to 
the  disciples  of  Mahomet.  Thp  tii^a^iwep,  i^f .  A- 
frtoa  were  conveyed  over  the  peninsula  to  Gerrha 
or  KatifF,  in  the  province  of  Bahrein,  a  city  built, 
as  it  is  said,  of  rock-salt,  by  the  Chaldean  exiles:^ 
«nd  from  thence,  with  ihe  native  pem^Is  of  the 
Persian  Gulf,  they  were  floated  pn.  rafts  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Euphrates.  Mecea  is  plaeei^  almost 
at  an  equal  distance,  a  month's  journey^  between 
Yemen  on  the  rights  and  Syria  on  the  left  hand. 
The  former  was  the  winter,  the  latter  the'smn- 
mer^  station  of  her  caravans;,  aQd  their,  seasonable 
'  arrival  reUeved  the  sh^s  of  India  frmn  the  tedi- 
ous and  troublesome  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea, 

*  StrabOyUzvi,  p.  1110.   See  one  of  these  salt  houses  sear  Ba^soni, 
.in  d'Herbdot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p. «. 
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]n  the  maiicete  of  Saana  and  Merab,  in  the  hftr*  chap. 
bours  of  Oman  and  Aden,  tht  cartels  of  th^  Ke*  ^' 
reishitey  Wtire  laden  'witha  ^etiious  oargd  of  a». 
matfcSi  a  slippy  ofcbrn  and' inaiiiifadtureB  wa« 
inircbftsed%  thUfe  fairs  of  Bostra  and  l>afmAscu5 ; 
the  hctkAre  exchange  difibs^d  plenty  and  ridhes 
in  the  streets  of  Mefceb ;  and  the  noblest  of  her 
sons  iin!t^  the  love  of  arms  with  ^he  profession 
ofmeiicWandtse:" 

The  p^pe^ual  independence  of  the  'Arabfit  h^  National 
been  the  tteme  of  praise  amofig  strangers  and  ^ct^f"ie 
natives  t^and  the?  arts  of  controversy  transform  ^"^^ 
this  angular  event  into  a  prophecy  and  a  miracle, 
in  favour  of  the  posterity  of  IsmaeU*    Some  ex- 
ceptions thfeit  can   neither  be  dissembled  nor 
eluded^  render  this  mode  of  reasoning  as  indis- 
creet as  it  is  ^perfluons:  the  kingdom  of  Ye- 
men hfe-been  suctessively  subdued  by  the  Abys- 
sinians,  the  Persians,  the  sultans  of  Egypt/  and 
the  TtirKs  r*  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Afe- 


"  Mirum  dktfit  «i  innumerls  {wpulis  pars  aeqiia  in  commerdw  aut 
in  kilr«eiBUMc8«t»  0?Utk  ,m9U  Nat.  vU  8g).  Sea  Hale's  Harm,  Siir#l 
cvi,  p.  603;  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  2 ;  d*HerbeIot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p, 
361 ;  Piideaux's  Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  5 ;  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
tom.i,p»1lvia0i)lS0.<a«* 

*  A  ^amfless^dp^tor  (UniTersal  Hist.  vol.  zx,  octavo  edition)  has 
fonnaUy  demmHrated  the  truth  of  Christianity  by  the  independence  of 
the  kn3SiA0  A  ciitie,  besides  the  exceptions  of  fact,  might  dispute  the 
nis«Qiogo^|haI«ii^(Gfi»as.  xvi,  \t)^i!b%  extent  of  the  appMcaUoit. 
and  the  foundation  of  the  pedigree, 

^  It'tras  subdued,  A.  0^  1173,  by  a  brothef  of  the  great  Saladin, 
^ho  ftoiHleA  «f dynasty-  of  Curds  or  .AyQiibitei,  ^Gvignei*  Hist  dai 
Iluni^  ^wiu  i,  >  48^    D*Jierbck)t,  p.  477). 

'  By  the  lietttenant  of  Soliman  (A.  D.  1538)  and  SeHm  U,  (1563). 
^ee  Cantemir's  Hist,  of  the  Othtiun  empire,  p.  201 ,  221.   The  Pajriia^ 

Q  S  whe 


230  'tHfe  Dfe6/;i>{ti:  aS'd  fall 


^)'A 


_^jtiracp(j  the  peciii 

maei  auii'lhs  sons  miist  iftx^d'^tth<^\\'etiW't^ks 
'  in  the  face' oi"  tlieif  brejklir^n.  ¥etHflft!l^^fe^i>- 
doiis  are  teihpoyafy  ilf  lOcfSalf'th^'iibdy^ti^  *tfte 
nation  lias'es'caped  'the  ydk^^fkhe  Wdli?  pbwfrftil 
monarchies  :'lthe'arms  of  S^dstns  k^f<yyr^6i 
Pompey  and  Trajan,  cOuW '  neVet  -'AiAi?#i^'l3fe 
conquest  of  Arabia ;  the  piresent  sov^^lSj^%f%he 
Turks***,  may  exercise  k  shadbw  rif  ^^iB8fi8ii, 
1)ut  his  pride  is  reduced  to  solicit''^fe'fi^iWir^^^^ 
of  a  people,  whom  it.  is  dax\getotk' W'^ptA^e 
and  fruitless  to  attack.  The  6bVi6iW'  ikisM^  k 
their  freedom  are  inscribed  oA  the  dbaraCTSf^lHl 
country  of  the  Arabs.    Many  tiges  b^f^f^^t 

,."  -•  .    .  '  ,  ......   .'.^rJf    iX'j'rjV. 

%^  xiiiAed  at  Siati9,  ^mm^ixied  iW^Aiy^nt.  Ifeyg^V  b^tjjjjWH^ic 
'fv^  619^  retni^fd  to  the  Fp^te,  (M^sigli>  Suit<^  ftiii^Ur(^^^lU^|Ki:io 
Ottomanno,  p.  124),  and  the  Turks  were  expelled  about  the  year  1650, 
(XieSuhr.  p.  167,  f<m>.  '  '"^    ^^    ;  iauv 

'  .'«  OrtheHotsan  {UfovfiMe^  uqd^r  tbi^JWnif  of  Aynl^if^^^lliird 
r^stipe,  the  .principal  cities  were .Bostra and  Petca*  whic|i.^t«|  tiitir 
era  from  the  year  105,  when  they  -vrere  8ut^ued*6y  i^£Una,*fi^euienant 

Hiftons  t  whDse  n^meis  Vie/I ved  ^o^^^e  ^SHeU  ^^J^fff^o^Aff^y 
(Genes,  xxr,  12,  &c*  with  the  Commentaries  of  Jenom,  Le^erc^^nd 
*tnlmet).  Justinian  relinquishtd  t  palta  ie<5lhrti-y  of^Utfirfy^jCi^tM^ 
«fthe  ceuih  oriBI«h«  ^rooo^;  de?  JE(elp»ft!ra^t*<|i»bflJD»  ft^Jftf*- 
in^ns  maintained  a  centurion  and  ^  eustom-house,,  {Arrian  iivEeripIo 
Mans  Erythrii,  p.  11,  in  Hudson,  toni.  i),*  at  a "plifcli^^Oifwi^^u, 
«A^is  A]»«»il4winra;^tAi|li4<l«rriMrj^  dtMkiBmktll^fnmmm^ 
f  tr  I'Egypte,  |i.  243).  The»etrealg)gmylyp^s^y|^gg|ypyjj^l  ^f^s 
of  Trajan,  (Peripl*  p.  14,  15),  are  xnagnified  by  history  aad  medals 
5lrtbthfc»ft<nttili'eaftqd^bf  AHlrfa»'        '  "    0  ^blf^W^^jlfih  '  i- 

^  Niebuhr  (Description  de  TArabie,  p.  SP2^  303,  SlSd-SSl)  affbrds 
ite<  moti  -ve^nt  'ftfidJ  AutHcft^tic  inteUi^eiceMii^  Abe '  ^KuilEiriiotai^e  in 
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hometv  th^i  inf;repi(|  y|al9JjH'  had  been  severely    chap. 
fel^j^y  thfiir^pcigjibpur^  i^  ^j^en^^ye^iincl  defensive  ,,^^^ 
*^aj^/^^Tj^x^j)dXX(^p9.^  yirtue>s  of  a  soldier 

U]i;^^j;j^jl^i^ly,^^spd  i^  the  habits  a^il  discipline 
Q^.s^.p^tpjr^l  li^e.  ^!T)^  care  of  fhe  sliecp  and 
c^m(f|s^6  ^J)w4oo^tQ  wt)men  of  Uie  tribe; 
b^tJ^I|Ml^alJ  jjr^^^^  under  thri  baiin^  of  die 
^'W^rM^^f  pOv  horseback,  and  yi  tht*  field,  to 
pr,a<^(p  [tj^e  ^erci^  of  the  bow,  tbe  javelin,  and 
thej^^^p^^r.  ,  The  long  loemorj  pf,  their  inde- 
p^f^4ffi^?  M-^^the  finnest  pledge  of  its  perpetuity, 
^^^ff^cp^e^ioggonerations  are  animated  to  prove 
tjidf  ^jij^cpnt,  and  to  maintain  their  inheritance. 
T^(?}rjlpnjii?stic  fbuc^  are  suspended  cto  the  ap- 
pip^qb  of  a  common  enemy;  and  in  their' last 
h^BtiJi^iejS.!  against  the  Turks,  the  caravan  of 
Mecca  was  attacked  and  pillaged  by  fourscore 
thoufiand  of  the  confederates.  Whei^  they  a4- 
van'fcetb'  battle,  the  hope  of  victory  is  in-  the 
front ;  in  the  rear,  the  assurance  of  a  retreat. 
Hie^jiopserand  camek,  who  in  eight  or  ten 
days  Call  pferform  a  march  of  four  or  five  hun- 
drednnitesydisf^^pear'befQre  the  conqueror;  the 
*(*et't«^atet^  of  the  desert  elude  his  search;  and 
his  victpripus  troops  are  consumed  with  thirst, 
Mi»#p^  ^iid  fat^de,  in  the  pursuit  of  an  itt- 
vi^ibl^  foe,  who  scorns  his  eflTorts,  and  safely  re- 
poser  ia  the  heart  o£  the  burning  solitude.  Th0 
artnte  attdKfeserts  of  the  Bedoweens  are  not  only 
the  safeguards  of  their  owu  freedom,  but  tlie  bar- 

^'i^>.  ^r..     A      »     '    -  •« 

^^io^frnta'  SioiilBi  (torn.  ii»  V  xixi  p^  S90^dd3»  edit  W.««selmg)  fans 
clearly  exposed  the  freedom  of  the  Nabathaean  Arabs,  who  resisted  the 
^nns  of  Atitigonus  and  his  son. 
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CHAP,  rkrs  aliot of tke  hippy  Aimh^s^ii^AfeOfi^ifijiabite^ 
,,,,^-,,/  rampte  fim»  var^  ateenervatad  by  th^  itt»u7  of 
tlie  »Qil  and  diifiirto*  Tbe«  legions  of  r  Angwtus 
melted  awtay  in  idiiieasie.aiid  IfissjiiKfe;'^'i«i4dtitf 
only  by  a  naval  power  tka»t  tlia  irediitftiQiiiOf 
Yemen  Iia3  l>Qmi{ftticce38fiiU)!Mt^mptod.i'  When 
Mahoniat  ^^nected.  Ui$  holy  stomlltr^^tbekti  hing- 
dam  was  a  prpvince  of  the  Pemao  'Empire  \*'jti 
sCTen  prinoes  of.  the  HoDdeRite^^^lJiU  ^gped  jn 
the  moufttains ;  and  the  viceg^ent  ^^Cbosroiw 
wa3  tempted  to  forget' his  distant  eountry^cmMiis 
uolortunate  master*  The  hi9i<^iaoft  of tima(S^^ 
Jwtiaian  represent  tbe.stAte  of  t|ie  ip4f(e^^^ 
Araba^  who  were  divided  byiDterfstjOffra^Bd^on 
in: the  long  quarrel  of  the  ,£at$t:  Mie.^trj^of 
Goutmn  was  allowed  to  encanppnfUiieiSyjr^lljt^r- 
riiiory;-  the  princes  of  Hira  were  pwmii^d  to 
form  a  city  about  forty  miles  to  the  soif  thward  of 
the  rtiins  of  Babylon.  Their  servloe  in  the  field 
was  speedy  and  vigorous;  but  their  fri,W(l$hipwa$ 
venal,  their  faith  inconstantp  their  enautx-^apri- 
ciousr  it  was  an  easier  task  to  excite  than' to 
disarm  these  roving  barbarians ;:  ^f^,  io-^e  fa- 
miliar intercourse  of  war,  they  teamed  te^  see, 
and  to  despise,  the  splendid  weakness .  botli  of 
Rome  and  of  Persia,     From  Mecca  to  therEu* 

<»  Strabo,  1.  xvi,  p.  1127-1129.  PJin.  Hist.  Natur.  vi,  32.  MUut 
G^llus  landed  near  Medina,  and  marched  near  a  thousand  miles  inta 
the  part  of  Yemen  between  Mareb  and  the  ocean.  The  non  ante  de- 
r^ctis  Sabea:  regibus,  (Od,  i,  p.  29),  and  the  intactl  Arabum  thesauri, 
(Od/  iii,  24),  of  Horace,  attest  the  virgin  purity  of  Arabia. 

•  See  the  imperfect  history  of  Yemen  in  Pocock,  Specimen,  pJ"  55- 
68 ;  of  Hira,  p.  66-74 ;  of  Gassan,  p.  75-78,  as  far  as  it  eould  N 
Lnown  or  preserved  in  the  time  of  ignorance^ 
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phmtes,  tlto  Arabian  ttlbes  ^  Mi^e  oAifeuMied  bjr   c  h  a j>. 
the  <^i«eks'and  Lati&g,  undev  tbe^neral  a)ipel*  ..^JT^.* 
latira  JO^SAftACBKS,^  »a  iKttne  wlMdi  mery-  Cbri^- 
iati.mMth  bts  tiMn  taiig^bt  to^  pfiMcMiiiaewith 
terror  <^iidt4ibhoiteii€e4<   ^ 

TW  slares^'Of  domestic  tyvantif  tm^t  rai0ljfi  Their  do- 
enttr^ iti  Chetf  oational  independence;  but  tbeS^om 
Arab  is  p^vsenaUy  free ;  and  he  enjoys,  in  some  ^^^^^ 
degfee^.the  benefits  of  socieity^  without  foifeitkig 
thepretHigatives'df  nature.     In  every  ttibey  suj- 
pepstitioni,  or^gratvtude^  or  fortune^  hasr  enalted  a 
p^toularfamUy  above  the  headg  of  their  equals* 
The  d^vritias  of  sheich  and  emir  invariaUy  de* 
scaHiin^  this  chosen  race;  but  the  order  of  suo 
cesam  is  loose  atul  precarious ;  and  the  iiA>9l 
worthy*  or  ag*d  <yf  thie  noble  kinsmen'  are  pre- 
ferred to  4h<*  simjrfe,  though  important^  office  df 

w  aXitf-a-^T//,  are  described  by  ^f  enandcr,  (Excerpt.  Legation,  p.  149) ; 
Procopiiis,  (ftc'lBcll.  Persic.  1.1,c.  IT,  19;  f.  ii,  c.  10);  iaftd;ln  the 
nosi  Uvie]jf  ttimin^  bjr  Aniitti4fius  M«rQ«Ulnjas»  (L  oUy«  c.  4)*  .19^' 
W  «poken  of  them  as  early  as  the  reign  of  l\larcus. 

»  The  name  which,  used  by  Ptolemy  and  Pliny  in  a  more  confin- 
^f  by  AmnlUDirt  and  Proedpius  in  a.  larger^  sente,  hat  beeil  ^arrtf^ 
ed,  ridi$|ilo«flf  I  from  SaxfAp  the  wife  of  Abraham  t  obscurely  fron^ 
the  village  of  Saraka,  (jAtret  Ux^arKtss ;  Stephan.  de  JJrbibus),  more 
plausifally  from  the  Arabia  wordi,  which  signify  a  ihiemsh  chafadtA'v 
or  oriaiM  situation,  (Holtinger,  Bist.  Oriental.  1.  i,  c  i,  p.  7|  6w 
Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  33,  35.  Asseman,  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn,  iv,  p. 
567).  Yet  the  last  and  most  popular  of  these  etymologies,  is  refuted 
^y  Ptolemy,  (Arabia,  p.  2,  18,  in  Hudson,  torn,  iv),  who  expressly 
remarks  the  western  and  southern  position  of  the  Saracens,  then  an 
obscure  tribe  on  the  borders  of  Egypt.  The  appellation  cannot  there- 
fore allude  to  any  natimal  character ;  and,  since  it  was  imposed  Mf 
strangers,  it  must  be  found,  not  in  the  Arabic,  but  in  a  foreign  lan» 


2'S4  THE  DECLIXt:  AND  FAtL 

CHAP,    edrnpcaingp «dispute9  hy  th^ln advicie,  af|4  guidiitg 

and  rspiiiti  bafii  bfeeti:  pert»ittedi  ^ K^  nomXkW^  4)ie 
Countrymen  t)f(^cnobi((.^  /  Tltd  momt^iiterty^JiQ^ 
tibn-  of  faQTeralt  tmbi(^  produces^  m'fMmj/{'\)^^^ 
mope4dstiiJ|^  tai»i9li.cotistifcuie9f(arn9tiei9;  f^tb^ 
stipteme  cfabf/  tjhcvomHr  of  ^wirte/mfhDsekfbaRRJr 
i^idtcj^Tisd^  ot'thei*  head,:  ornajr  d*iein^^J(terotte 

if'  tfattAmbion  princes  abittie  <ikbeir ^pftw^Mf^^^F 
hre  ^uidkly  punished  by  the  4^6eHmit  dt^t^it 
subjecti^  wboh^beenac((t«st0i]^drt<^arfiifMftlii 
pdrefcrtgl  jurisdiction .  Thfeii^  i^ilit  ^a  jfffif^iUi^r 
steps  aretiocanfined,  the  detect  i«;Dpb}irai^4ba 
IHI^es  avA  femilies  are  hoid  tfg^itiw^J'^F'l*  '"Wft*^ 
aifd  Tbluntaiy  compact  Th^t^oftekt ;|||#^^ >#f 
K  Yemen  supported  ttie  pomp  aiut  nM{^tf  ^(a 
monarch;  but  if  be  could  ntrt  leave fhi%fpaU»ce 
wjtlK)u*'  ertdangering  hfe  life,*  tbfe  aotiv:e  pftw^m 
of  gOT^naoient  teu»t  havje  be^mide^idve4i^jbM 
nohl^aadiaa^istratfcs.  The  eilSeg  bftMeieafri^d 
jVfcdina  present,  in  the  heart  of  Asi%xtlm(f0fVBi» 
or  ratiier«be  substance,  of  a  Qemmon^Qhth-bTfae 
grandfttber  of  Mahomet,  and  his  lii»^^Qn<ii$toi^' 
a^ear  inforeignand  dDmei5|io4itinsa^tt^ite  ic^  tim 

^  Saraceni  ....  mulicres  aiurit  in  cos'regTiait»7  (fixpbsSfto^iUoi 
Mnn^i,  p.  3f  in  |ivtlsan»,t9m.  iii).    'Jtief  rejgQ  f f<^^if;lir.^^us^ 

^      *  Mil  t^ttwt  i»  r«»  /iflsriXe/ftif,  is  the  report  of  Agatnaradel,  (ae  Man 

iji,  c.  ^7,  p.  215),  and  Strabo,  (1.  xvi,  p.  11S4).  But  I  much  sus- 
pect Jl^at^hisi^  o©?:x>f  tbejppuHijvr.  t»^f%  wtfi$^5W»l««5j;if:fii^te^ 
which  fte  cr^dplity  of  tr^veUfM-sw  (?ftctt-tiw^forgft5fj^)ft^»>ft?^j« 
cuatom,  W  H  la^^  .  - .      i:  .v  ,    ...  hd^.-.ia '^^ri?  :::.i^' 

■ -•     -  .    •'     *       -;'...-.         . ';  y'c.»"  "crrj  I--i<*ow    ^ 


u 
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ptlhV^  ^«li^  dtontir5i^  bfat^tliefiiMgfaedjjIite   chap. 
P^^I^^^MteiKsV^  the)ll(fcMKc»  at^Flordfnas^by  ^ 
ttkh  bpMm^ t^eifittisihm  tftsdii]^iiit!|rq<;tbeir 
ifm«eWtt^i«^9^f'f(tfe4  wtibhitkdv^£ttrimcai(rtnaDd 

b#i«ltl|^^]etim^ltecl  i  or  psrstedsd .  to  obef  ^  tiie 
Ds«<^B«Pir€^})U«atiiAi  of  omtoiy  among  tfa^  aDoient 
Ardbsifo  tAre  clearest  cnridetide/of /public  Jmedomu^ 
d«l'^ii«  sM(i)>te  ^&eedotti  ^ras  of  a  v^ltf  ditifioreot 
ca^Yv^  the  fttcc^atid  artifidal  madiuiery  «<>tlie 
@H?^Bafidkifnt)iiiftn  republiea,  iia  wbirir  6pdr 
<M«Hi$m-^^sk^li»^aiQ  undivided  share'of  tbediril 
Md^|icaillcal''rlgiits  iof  the  community;  ^Jntbe 
md^  «l»yfikrs«M#  of  the  Arabs,  the  natmi  i^ 
fr^<be<^me'  ciaefa  of  her  sons  disdaioi  a^base 
sii6fvn$i5^fm%o:tb<ef  will  of  a  master.  Hbbveastis 
fotitified^-^it^lir  tbl^  aust^e  virtues  >€£  €&mtg^ 
pattotM^  4dd  «0bmty ;  the  lov^e  of  iadt^udaiiee 
pvimi^^tbiin^lb  eK^rcise  thebobits  of  ^HUmfk^ 
maidfitliittv/the 'ftar  of  dishonour  guards  bita 
fgctti^Amwk&mt  ^apjtrebetiston  of  p  w]»  ^4$xtg€r^ 
atiii  «0f  afeatb.  ^  fSbegravitiy  laudi  fir  muesli  of  tl^ 
miad:is  eoaspicuous  io  his  outward  demeanour : 
}ii9^  ispeedb  is^low.,  weighty,  and  concise,  the  is 
seldom  provoked  to  laughter,  his  only  gesture  i$ 
that  iof^strokii^. his  beard«: thevsnerable  symbol 

*'^MlM  I^MHdMatttf  l^tiquitus  Arabes,  nisi  gladle;  Itospite,  ei  t^ 
qftetuUf  (Sephadion,  apM  P^cock,  Specimen*  p.  lOli  162).  This  gift 
of  speech  they-  sband  only  with  the  Persians ;  and  the  sententious 
Arabs  would  probabljr  have  disdained  the  simple  and  sublime  lo^c  cf  . 
pemMthaiMt. 
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€HAP.  of  manhood ;  aad  the  Mine  of  hid  otrnamport- 
.«^!r«»%.  ^^^^'  teaches  him*  U>  aorost  his  equals  wilhont 
leyitjr^  nnd  hm  taperionr:  \ti«hoat  anre.^o  The  li- 
bertj  of  4ihe  Saracens  survived  their  ctaqnette : 
the  ikst  calipha  iadnlged  thebold'aiid^iiiiliflir 
languf^  bf  their  sabjects:  tbeyuoeBdidliie 
ir  {mlph  to  |ierraade  and  edifjr  the  o^ngreFgation . 

nor  was  it  before  the  seat  of  empire  ^aS' remov- 
ed to  the  Tigm^'tfaBfc  the  Abbassideaadoptod  tbe 
proad  and  pmnpona  cer^nomsfl  of)  tbe<  »Pe^gian 
and  Byzantine  courts.  -        <  n.   n>\ 

m]?pT*"  in  Ae  study  jof  nations  and  mes»wem«yjik- 
vrtere-  setve  the  causes: that  render  them.. hostUe  or 
frvBRdly  to  each  other»  that 'tend  to>' narrow  a* 
enlarge,  to  mollify  or  exasperate;  tthe  aoGisI 
character*  Tbe  separation  of  the'  Arabs  tfirafii'tke 
rest  of  mankind,  hns  acenstomed  them')  to  ^n- 
feimd  the  ideas  of  stranger  and  enemy< ;  and  the 
poretfty  of  the  land  has  introduced  a  masntm  sf 
jurisprudence,  which  they  believe  ami' t^prac- 
tise  to  the  present  hour.  They  'preteird^ihat  in 
the  division  of  tbe  earth,  the  rkh^alld^^rtQe 
climates  were  assigned  to  the  other  ^hrahcfaes 
of  the  human  family ;  and  that  tiMpoM^rft^  af 
the  outiaw  Ismael  might  recover,  hy>  Itewt  or 
force,  the  portion  of  inheritance  t>f>tirhkh  he 
had'  been  unjustly  deprived.  A^^x>rdtlt^  ito 
the  remark  of  Pliny,  the  Arabian  tribes  are 
equally  addicted  to  theft  and  merchandise.:. the 

'  I  tnust  remind  the  reader,  thatrd'At^ietue,  tf  tier bekit;;  <iril  Nte» 

bvhr,  representt  in  the  most  lively  colours,  the  manners  and  gtfVem- 
ment  of  the  Arabs,  which  are  illustrated  by  man^  incidental  passages 
?n  the  Ufe  of  Mahomet. 
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c^avanS'that  tt*a(vers6  the  AeiMrt  ai^  rausomed   chap. 
or  piti«ged ;  and  theirneigU[)(iiir4  sinice  the  re- 
mote times^of  Job  and'Setostrisif  hAve  been  the 
vietims^of  thtk  rapacious  spirit.  ^  ^f  a*  BMoween 
disciiTiers  fiN>m«afar(ai8oljliak7*tn^        he  rides 
furiously  •ag«inst>him»  crying^,  "with  si  iotidi  voice, 
'^  Uadresi  tfcyseKi  thy  aunt  (mi^nctfeJi%whhafBCt 
'"^  ai  garment."    A  ready  submissiott  entitles  him 
to  iii69€{f  t  resistanoe' will  pm.Yioke  the  ag^essor^ . 
aadbiMowli  Uood  must  expiate  the  blood  wWcb 
he  presumes  to  shed  in  legitimate  defence.     A 
i^igierobfaei^'or  a  few  associates,  ore  branded 
witkthek  genuine  name  ;  but  the  exploits  of  a 
numerous}  bfliid  assume  the  character  of  a  lawful 
aadfaoneurable  war.    The  temper  of  a  people 
thQa.«niaed  against  mankind,  was  doubly  infimn- 
edby  theidomestic  liciense  of  nq)ine,  murder,  and 
reuenge.  In  ^he  constitution  of  Eurq)e,  the  r^t 
of  pei^e  tmd  war  is  now  confined  to  a  smaH,  and 
the^actmal  exemse  to  a  much  smaller,  list  of  re* 
spectable  potentatei^  \  but  each  Arab,  with  impu" 
Bity  and  renown,  m^ht  point  his  javelin  against 
the  life  'Of-his  countryman.     The  union  of  the 
Bation  consisted  only  in  a  vague  resemblance  of 
l^guagNI  and  manners ;  and  in  each  community, 
tbejiifiadictionof  the  magistrate  was  mute  and 
impojent.    Of  the  time  of  ignorance  which  pre- 
•    .  ,  ■    *   .'  • 

*  Observe  the  ftrst  chapter  of  Job,  and  the  long  wall  of  1500  sta- 
^^  which  ^6808tri8  built  from  Pelusium  to  Heliopotis,  (Diodor.  iSi- 
cuL  torn,  i,  1.  i,  p.  6f).  Under  the  name  of  Hycaoa^  the  shepherd  kings, 
tbejr  had  fimMvly^obdn^  Bgypt,  (Mar^ham,  Canon.  Chrom  p.  98- 
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r     .-  i^|yiivy,;^h^  Us  deadlj  v^ipnit.Qft^tlleimwirclstff 
^9  .Ar^l^Phtthe,  honour  of  thekmaaaieti^tbtid 

^Ififif.acont^tpptiiQus  mnd,i€9tk'be:iiasfmieA 

9^1/1^7  %, blood  pC  t\ieso9mktsnimddmkM 

^)fl^.,f^i&Kt  iaveteracj,:th«t  tbejF  «i(|)9c|!2fciMk 

months  and  years,  the  opportunity  of  tvwtvo. 

.  A^fine  or  coinpeoaa4ion  fyr.v^inKi^  ffttaiiuAU) 

th<?  b^rh^risns  of  every  fige;.  but  inr  JUiabu^  the 

.    K»)^n»pf}.  of  th^  dead  are.  at  iHmiftiVD  aec^ithe 

•  ^pn^meptyj^r  to  exercisetwHh^theu  tem  hiu^ 

the  law  of  retaliotion.   .Xb^^rafiQMl  nmUociii  the 

Ar^b^  irefusa?  even  the  Wadiof  ttJ»BBinwMBnr, 

$q^tAtt^es.an.miK>C€Wt  t«>!tli«^t^  (p4neD^;sM 
traflsfers  the  ppnalty  tos.the  boot  tuidttiHtattqttisi- 
deraijfe.  of  tlie  rac^^fey,  j^hfiw*  •1*^  Ailvtobee* 
injured.  If  he  falls  by  their  hands,  they  are  ex- 
posed in  their  torn  to  the  daiiger  of ii*^r^^^ilj|! 

"  Or,  according  to  another  accqu|i^  jl800,  id'HdsMoft^  Bik^k«- 
^ue  Orientale,  j^,  J&y :  ;^b^.tiry£i  hifitoisi^i^YfH^.iw»tahpiuam4^  a/ 

ed  forty  J-ears^^an^^wifajlft  9,  Ij^FSrlr^X^i^k^  Sf«eta«ai)I|&  4S>u 


•x;t 
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ioltf«irtiMfl^[»*b«l{fia'iG«44iir^M^  Chap. 

<uwmlWei4';  Uti^  WdWdUaJs«^J*itlIi^r«AiiiHy  Ifead  ^  ^" 

rm*'iDf^tjp4»ft)ffgHrene«5,  has  beeri  mofdei^^yd, 
liov<^ivl;>y4kei»j(&xim»  (^hotunir^wMcb  Ireqtfitt 
in  i^ti^^cfifKi  ateiemdunter  8ome  ^eetAi  ^aali£y 
of  Iigi$i4hd'iiti«i%thi  *of  ntimbeff^  %ft6  ifire^&ns. 
Adj f aDifiif tl  ifestlval  of  two,  perhaps  of  ^  ftiif ,  ^n""*^ 
noolvlks^iifas  4»bi»eTv<ed  by  the  Arabs  before  the 
timo^M'  Mahom0%  -doritig  which  their  swords 
wewiia^gkiusly  sheathed  both  in  foreign  and  do- 
meBtmbba»lity^;  moA  this  partial  truce  is  more 
slmbg:l}t«$]pve$sive  of  the  habite  of  anarchy  and 
iwarftapwP  i'. 

'^Boiild^  spirit  of^rslpine  and  revenge  Was'  at^  Their  so. 
tei*ij«ff«d%  tbernilder  influence  of  trade  ahd^tionf* 
]iii0rkHm^  The^solitairy  peninsula  ij  encompassed  »^^^' 
bjritbd  mftift  oivillzad  nfationsof  the  ancient  world: 
teilKfoliaiititthetiVlend  of  mankind:  and  the 
aimabjksaraoimnsiimfported  the  first  seeds  of  know- 
ledg0iaad>(paUtooesil> into  the  cities,  and  even  the 
cffiBBfis^tef  ctfa^  ^s^^rt*  Whatever  may  be  the  pedi- 
j^ceriof /tiife  i^umbs^  their  language  is  derived  from 

/o  :*i*s  YC'iH    ■-»'.'■..  i  ••  ;  i: 

«  Thednpd^rp  t.bfory,^ad,i7r$ctice  of  the  Amb^  in  ihe  revenge  «f 
Ailrd^;  ilN  Ascribed 'bjrNiebuhr,  (Description,  p.  26^1).  Tiie 
harsher  features  of  antiquity  may  be  traced  in  the  Koran,  c.  2,  p.  20 ; 
c^at^^SSO^iivfCblStfleVObierViitiotn. 
':»-fBcJbceffiuMde  B«!].^r^&'  £  i,  e.  I'tf)  places  the  t^o  holy  months 
abdDt  ,tlwaDiiltt^'MtMto«*^  Th^Airabians^^  consecrate  fiur  months 
of  ^Hkp^ynj^^f  f#ftt^s«»«r8e)i;  #V^(fAth;  und  twelfth ;  and  pretend, 
that  4*  a.jloog'HeBlta  of  vgos'  tktt  trtic^  if  as  infringed  only  four  or  six 
times,  (Sale's  Preliminary  Discourse,  p.  147-150,  and  Notes  on  the 
ixth  ehayter  of  the  Koran,  p.  154,  &c.  Casiri,  Bibliot.  Hispano>Ar&- 
Mca,  tcm.  ii,  p.  20,  21). 


i  vir- 
tues. 


L. 
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CHAP,  the  same  original  stock  with  the  Hebrew,  the 
Syriac,  and  the  Chaldean  tongues;  the  independ- 
ence of  the  tribes  was  marked  by  tlieir  peculiar 
dialects  ;"*  but  each,  after  their  own,  allowed  a 
just  preference  to  the  pure  and  perspicuous  idiom 
of  Mecca.  In  Arabia  as  well  as  in  Greece,  the 
perfection  of  language  outstripped  the  refine- 
ment of  manners ;  and  her  speech  could  diversify 
the  fourscore  names  of  honey,  the  two  hundred 
of  a  serpent,  the  five  hundred  of  a  lion,  the 
thousand  of  a  sword,  at  a  time  when  this  copious 
dictionary  was  intrusted  to  the  memory  of  an 
illiterate  people.  The  monuments  of  the  Homer- 
ites  wCTe  inscribed  with  an  obsolete  and  myste- 
rious character ;  buttheCufic  letters,  ^he  ground- 
work of  the  present  alphabet,  were  invented  on 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates ;  and  the  recent 
invention  was  taught  at  Mecca  by  a  stranger  who 
settled  in  that  city  after  the  birth  of  Mahomet. 
The  arts  of  grammar,  of  metre,  and  of  rhetoric, 
were  unknown  to  the  freeborn  eloquence  of  the 
Arabians ;  but  their  penetration  was  sharp,  their 
fancy  luxuriant,  their  wit  strong  and  sententious/ 

'  Arrian,  in  the  second  century,  remarks  (in  Periplo  Maris  Ery- 
thrsi,  p.  It)  the  partial  or  total  difference  of  the  dialects  or  tke  Arabs. 
Their  language  and  letters  are  copiously  treated  by  Pocoek,  (Speci* 
men,  p.  150-154) ;  Casiri,  (Bibliot.  HIspano-Arabica,  torn*  ^i,  p.  If 
S3,  292;  torn,  ii,  p.  25,  &c.),and  Niebuhr,  (Description  de  TArabift 
p.  72.6t)).  I  pass  slighty ;  I  am  not  fond  of  repeating  words  like  a 
parrot. 

'  A  familiar  Ule  in  Voltaire's  Zadig  (le  Chien  et  le  Cheval)  is  rer 
lated,  to  prove  the  natural  sagacity  of  the  Arabs,  (d*Herbeloty  Bibliot 
Orient,  p.  120,  121 ;  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn,  i,  p.  37-46); 
but  d'Arvieux,  or  rather  La  Roque,  (Voyage  de  Palestine,  p.  S2),  de- 
nies the  boasted  superiority  of  the  Bedoweens.  The  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  sentences  of  Ali  (translated  by  Ockley,  London,  1718)  af- 
ford a  just  and  favourable  specimen  of  Arabian  wit. 
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and  their  more  elaborate  compositions  were  ad*  Ctfiup. 
dres)(ed  with  energy  and  effect  to  the  minds  of  ..^^^ 
their  hewers.  The  genius  and  merit  of  a  rising  Love  of 
poet  was  celebrated  by  the  applause  of  his  own  ^**^*'^* 
and  the  kindred  tribes.  A  solemn  banquet  was 
prepared)  and  a  duorus  of  women»  striking  their 
tymbals,  and  displaying  the  pomp  of  their  nupr 
tialsy  sung  in  the  presence  of  their  sons  and  hus« 
bands  the  felicity  of  their  native  tribe ;  that  a 
chanEipion  had  bow  appeared  to  vindicate  their 
rights ;  that  a  herald  had  raised  his  voice  to  im« 
mortalize  their  renown.  The  distant  or  hostile 
tribes  resorted  to  an  annual  fair^  which  was  a* 
bolished  by  the  fanaticism  of  the  £rst  Moslems ; 
a  national  assembly  that  must  have  coQtri* 
buted  to  refine  and  harmonize  the  barbarians^ 
Thirty  days^were  employed  in  the  exchange,  not 
only  of  corn  and  wine,  but  of  eloquence  and 
poetry.  The  prize  was  disputed  by  the  generous 
emulationof  thebards;  the  victorious  performance 
was  deposited  in  the  archives  of  princes  and  emirs; 
and  we  may  read  in  our  own  language,  the  seven 
original  poems  whicb  were  inscribed  in  letters  of  . 
gold,  and  suspended  in  the  temple  of  Mecca.'  The 
Arabian  poets  were  the  historians  and  moralists  of 
the  age ;  and  if  they  sympathised  with  the  pre^- 
judices,  they  inspired  and  crowned  the  virtues,  of 
their  countrymen.    The  i&dissoluble  union  of  ge- 

•  Pocook  (Specimen,  p.  15S.1Q1)  andG^M  (BibHot.  Hispano- 
Arabka,  toA.  i,  p*  4S»  S4,  Ac.  lli; J^fm,  p.  17,  &c.)  speak  of 
the  Arabian  poets  before  Mahomet:  tll^Even  poems  of  the  CaaliA 
have  been  published  in  English  by  Sir^f^illiam  Jones ;  but  his  ho- 
nourable mission  to  India  has  depri^ied  tu  W'bis  own  notes,  far  more 
interesting  than  the  obccure  and  obsolete  text. 
vol.  IX.  B 
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Examples 


org«en.    »9^l^^^:*9!  §jJJfl-P<?f  Mi?.^fl?^?°M^;^f  )>/  [.The 

■ity.  saii]^e^  l^os^i^^ j};)^^ ,  which  \ras  prs^ctised  by^  ^pra: 

t^^  <;fH;^j;.  pf  .f ^^  A;;?bs, ,  'i^lje ,  ferocipus  Bedo- 
we<^ps^j|he  teprorof  tl^e  d^s^rtj^  embrace,  i^itl^out 
i'^Wi^i  «>^,W^tipn, ; the, rtrah|f^r  w^o;^^s  to 
cQD^de.  jn  tJi\ei^  bpnour  ^p^^  to  /enjtei\t}ieb,te^^^ 
His  tFfiatnociU  is. kind  and  respectful;  he  shares 
tbe  wee^Hb.or.  the  poy^ty  of  his  host;  apd,  wler 
a  ne^u)  repc^Cji  be  is  dismissed  o)\  bis  way.  with 
tbaiilcst  .with  blessings,  and  perhaps  with  J'l/ts. 
ITie.^ar.t  an,a  bafiu  are  more  largely  expanded 
by  the,  wants  of  a  brother  pr  a  frieiiii^^txbe 
herqiq  acts  thgt  could  deserve  the  pu^IiQ  aDpiause, 

•ow  measure  or  rus- . 


mustb^ve  surpassed  \h^  narrow  i  .  ^ 
cretioii  and  experience.  A  disputcf  h^  ^sen, 
who,  i^moqg  th^  ^citizens  of  Mecca,,  was  enfitted 
to  ,t\ke  prize  of  generosity,  ^nd  a  ^uc^^v^ap- 
plfcatio?  was(  made  to  the  three  who  w^re  deem- 
ed most  worthy  of  the  trial.  Abdallab^  we  son 
of  Abbas,  had  undertaken  a  <l^an^  iou^ney/jand 
bis > foot  was  in  tbe.stirnip  Syhen  Wbiei!^ 
voipe  of  a  suppliant,— "O  s9n  o^  the  inhcle  ol^tl^ 
^*  apostleof  God,  I  am  a  traveller  and  in  distress!^ 
HeimtABtl^  dc|RiQunte4  to.presi^t,|be,pyf()ro 
wifhhis  ttmiel,  hiAncb  c^nirmoR>  and' »  purse  of 
fqui;,  thousand  piedjf  of  ji^oldl,  excepliti^ 
«word,  either  for  itsintrinsic  ¥aiue,>tf  a&  t] 

,  *  §sh*9  I*r«Iiiiiinaiy  Discbur»e^  p.  2S,  .16.    ***"*'*^  * 


OF  THE  R0.MAN*E.MPIR'^.  243 

Of an'teiireaiiliiite^  mm^'sk^'btl^^s   criAP. 


■•  inai  will  •eauue  you  lo^  camei-ana  a  siave  : 
tVt't^mi  as-soofl  '4"lte  kiJi^iieV  l^i^^sed  khS  'eii'- 
francffisea'feis  ifaithfui  stewai'd  With 'a  ^tle  rt-' 


"Ijrenounce^^hemi*-  At  thesie  words/ ''pti^W 
aw^  QiB  ypti^fes^  he  gropped  along'  tbe  wttit  wlm 
his  s^tt.  libe  character  of  Watem  is  the  petifet?!: 
m(xjel  Sl^'Arabidn  virtue ;"  he  was^briive  and  li- 
beral. an[  eloquent  poet  and  a' successful  robber: 
forty  camel's  wer^  roasted  at  his  hoispltabte  fedst ; 
and  al  i;lie  prayier  of  a  suppliant  enemy,  he  n^-' 
stored[,'tolh  the  captives  and  the  spoil.  The 
freedpqp.  otitis  countrymen  dfedairied  the  laW^  6f ' 
justice^  they  proudly  indulged  the  spontaneous 
inijul^e  ofpity  and  benevolence.  '  '  "-  ' 
/l^he  feligfonbr  the  Arabs,*  ai  ivell  as  of  the 
Indians/ consisted  m  the  worship  oftlie  sun,  the 

to*,  ffl^/^il  l^Ob  ain^.HejBpi^ .(P9Cod^ Specimen,,  p.  43^. 4i6,  i^), 
^^V^^ffflC  coo^CUaiw  for  ^ir  liberality ;  and,  the  latter  is  el#* 
fantfy  pki8ed4>y  an 'ij^rabian  poet.«^'<  Videbis  0aid  ttkrd'  seeesserb 
eiuk^ltllii;  ^  ei  atiVarifJi^^6od^^  ;    ,    .    .. 

*  Whatever  am  now  be  known  of  the  idolatry  of  the  ancient  Ara* 
HanF,  vay  be  found  in  Pocock,  (Spettmen,  p.'SSulSB,  1€3,  1«4). 

«2  Hi#. 


Ancient 
idolatry. 
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CHAP,  moon,  and  the  fixed  stars,  a  primitive  and  speci- 
ous mode  of  superstition.  The  bright  luminaries 
of  the  sky  display  the  visible  image  of  a  Deitjr: 
their  number  and  distance  conv<^  to  a  philoso- 
phic, or  even  a  vulgar  eye,  the  idea  of  boundle^ 
spaces  the  character  of  eternity  isonarkod  on 
these  solid  globes,  that  seem  incapable  of  corrupt 
tkMf)t  decay;  the  regularity  of  their  motions 
may  be  ascribed  to  a  principle  of  reason  or  in* 
sttnct ;  and  their  real  or  imagiaaiy  iiflueace  en- 
oourage^  the  vain  belief  that; the  eartfaand  its  in- 
faabitants  are  the  object  of  theh-  pecutiHF  care. 
The  science  of  astronomy  was  cultivated  at  Baby- 
lon rbut  the  school  of  the  Arabs  was  It  dear  fir- 
mament and  a  naked  plain.  In  their  o6eturnal 
marches,  they  steered  by  the  guidance  ff  the  stars : 
their  names,  and  order,  and  daily  sl;ation,  Irere  fa- 
mtliRr  to  *he  curiosify  and  devotion  of  the  Bedo- 
ween ;  and  be  was  taught  by  experience  to  divide 
im  twenty-eight  parts,  the  zodiac  of  the  moon,  and 
to  bless  tbe  constellations  who  refreshed,  with  sa- 
lutary rains,  the  thirst  of  the  desert.  The  reign 
of  the  heavenly  orbs  could  not  be  extended  be- 
yond the  visible  sphere ;  and  some  metapkysical 
powers  were  necessary  to  sustain  the  transmigra- 
tion of  soulsand  the  resurrectionof  bodies;  a  ^^amel 
was  left  ta  perish  on  thegrave,  that  he  might  sore 
his  master  in  another  life ;  and  the  invocation  of 
departed  spirits  implies  that  they  werestillendow- 
ed  witb  consciousness  and  pow6r.  I  am  ignorant, 
and  I  am  careless,  of  theblindmythologyof  thebar« 

HiB  profound  erudition  is  more  clearly  and  concisely  interpreted  by 
Sale,  (Preliminary  Discourse,  p.  14-2i) ;  aind  Assemanni  (Bibllott 
ihdent.  torn,  iv,  p.  580-*590)  has  added  lome  valuable  remarks* 
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barians ;  of  th^  local  deities,  of  the  stars,  the  air,   chap. 


and  the  earth,  of  their  sex  or  titles,-  their  attri-       ^ 


butes  or  subordinatioti.  Each  tribe,  eafch  ficmily, 
eachindependentwarr}or,createdaiKlchai]gedthe 
rites  and  the  object  of  his  fantastic  worship ;  but 
the  nation,  in  every  age,  has  bowed  to  the  reli- 
gion, as  well  as  to  the  language,  of  Mecca.  The  'TheCMU, 
genuine  antiquity  of  liie  Caaba  ascends  beyond  of  Mtcc*. 
the  Cbristijan  era :  in  describing  the  coast  of  the 
Red  Sea,  tibe  Greek  historian  Diodorus  ^  has  re- 
marked, between  the  Tbamudites  and  the  Sab«- 
am,  a'ftunoos  temple,  whose  superior  sanctity 
was  reveired  by  eUl  the  Arabians :  the  linen .  or 
silken  veil,  which  h  annually  renewed  by  the 
Tufkish  •emperor,  was  first  offered  by  a  pious 
king  of  the  Homarites,  who  reigned  seven  hun- 
dred years  before  the  time  of  Mahomet"  A  tent 
or  a  carera  might  suffice  for  the  worship  of  the 
savages,  but  an  edifice  of  stone  and  clay  has  been 
erected  in  its  place ;  and  the  art  and  power  of 
the  monarohs  of  the  East  have  been  confined  to 

dor.  Siciil.  torn,  i,  I.  iii,  p*  211).  The  character  and  position  are  so 
correctly  apfjosite,  that  I  am  iurprised  how  this  curious  passage  should 
bave  beni  read  without  notice  or,  application.  Yet  this  famous  tem- 
ple had  beet)  overlooked  by  Agatharcides,  (de  Mari  Rubro,  p.  5S»  in 
Httdsoii,  taiik.  i),  whaomDioAorus  copies  in  ^e  rest  of  th6  description. 
Was  thi  J3ica«ap  n^re  kB^win^  than  the  Egyptian  ?  Or  waii  the  Caaba 
^uUt  between  the  years  of  Rome  650  and  746,  the  dates  >of  their  re* 
^pective  histories?  (BodwelU  in  Dissert,  ad  torn,  i ;  Hudson,  p.  72  % 
I^aMdttt»  Bibliot.  Grttc.  liOih.  ii,  pi.  770). 

'  Fociick,  SpediMny  ^  60,  6t*.  From  the  death  of  Mahomet  we 
ascend  40  68,  from^bis  birth  ^o  139,  years,  before  the  Christia|i  era. 
"fhe  veil  or  curtain,  which  Is  iiow  of  si-Ik  and  gold,  was  no  mo^  than 
a  piece  of  Egyptian  Ulien,  (Abulfeda)  in  Vit.  Moliammed.  c.  6,  p* 

»  3 
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c  HA  P.  the  slmpltei ty  ctf  thd  ori^iia!  md^d^.*  A  spacious 

^ *^  squwb  iMtklri'^idymtxr  <h*l4  Ibhg;H%*ri#- 

a  ^j^iridbw  bdiilit't&e'  Ifgl^tt^  tftfe^«(WMW*T«iP'is 
sixpportferf  by  tliftefe-pifliri  Wf  ^^^^ja^i  ^a^  ^^^^{imf 
pf^old)^dlsfchit^«  thfeTkltfi#fttt^,%SW>fhfe^*^H 
2en\Miii*is  pMediksd'by  d'  <ionye't¥fe«^a^i^«tel 
potlutJdrf.  ^The'lrrt)^  of»'K«reliAi,  ^bt^fttett^^r 
force,  hid  ^cquJr'M  the^c^^torfy  ttf  fei»^a«btt : 
iho  eacetdotnl  ^ce  devdlVetHhrougt/ foWilbeal 
descents  .tdthe  gramifkh€^r  bf  ?Vfah«H»«|bttttd 
the  family  of  the  'Ha^hemiteS;.  fttjtnr^^mk  lie 
sprung,  \vd$'  the  most  res^^t able  «ttitI'i{^i«^lo 
the*  eyes  of  their  coimtry.^  The- |fre*ftiftK»^4if 
Mecca  enjoyed  the  rt^lits  Of'satietflftiy?<i'«DE^ia 
the  last  month  of  each  ye^r,  *he  eityl^ifldoibe 
tetnple  were  crowded  with  a  long  *tr?»il*4JP  pil- 
'grinis,  ybo'pfesented  tl?eir  v'oV^  iwid  oflfei^gjs  in 
tibe  houie  of  God.  The?  M^e  >k6S;  w^jWt^tefe'nem^ 
accompiishedbythe  faithfjtilMbs^iilHliWFi  \tM^re'in- 
'  vented  and  practiced  by  thc^supe^stitifaAtlPthrefido- 
'^at^rJ^.*^  Marta'vrftil'distntiWj*  th^y  *se«f«syj*^ir 
'^'^arnieniEs  t  seven  times,  i<it1ihdsty«te5>^iti{eyen- 
cirded  tbe  Caaba,  aUd  Mssed*  th0«*lfei*:^etd*^ : 

.    •  The.origma^  pisn  of  thf..G^bi>vCwhicfa  Is  ««i;valej>:  f  opj^ip  Sale; 
/         t be  UiaiveriMt  Hu>tQrjr«  4/q).  wa9  a. Xu]^|(^  dr<9^^t^  wjb^ft$ji$uid  <d«: 

j>oin'th^.1^»trimtharit«e«. .  JPor  tlip  .d^sciiption  ^ijg^Jf^l^it^Qf  the 
Caa*n  epnault  PococJs,  (Specim«j„  ,p.  li5^a^j^,J|J^.!^i|^Jlieque 
Oneftt»l««f  d*H?rbcdiPt,  {C€^9Aa^JfiaemS^m1t^p,S^;^efl^ 
UtniQCury  PiSf^urse*  p»  114..l%9>,    , ,  '  -^ ,  ^.,.  h^^.^,  ,.,  j.,    ..  , 

^  Cosa,  the  fifth  HDceitor  o£  tMa^iovnct,  ;n%i^  li^^f^  usii^ped  the 
Caafaa  A.  D.  440 ;  but.  the  storjriii  diffenenUjr.to^  l^  J9W)«bi,  (Gag> 
nier.  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn,  i,  p.  65-69),  aod  by  Abulfeda,  (in  ViU 
:Vloham.  c.  6,  p.  13). 


M^mtmi  k^  h^d^TOPi  ^,r<w^lY^}tiioj4f;  .|ij?ads 
or  i«A|lHQfSi,,^  iMtFjV««nPlrts(ajji/f  sjfpi^,/^  PJ59- 

m&|^|^^,.^^ti^  arts ,: .  %:  deHpl^ign  .qf  j;l;ip/»^r 

the im^  i<»f-3i^i»e  ,^§^i;^  .weijf^  ^^r, ^i|Jg,  g^^s 
01;  ai;MiT^;i|i  im\a\to\i  pUke,  ,W»gk,  ^^9^^'  ^,]^-  - 
ca,. W5l>ii|»,  i$.  4eep}y,  ^aiqted  wUh  *|)e  rp]^rq^'|),  of 
an.idfll^trou^  pr|gin, . Jfrptn  Jajuiij  tp  Pf!rH,,Jibe  sacrifice 

the  vi^tRry  haa  ^pressed  his  gratitude*  or  f(?ar,  tjy 
fJeatWjiWigf-Ojr,  QQ|^i;niQg»  ^n  Uw^Qur  c^f  the^gftds, 
the  dee^pt:  at)4  pipst  [i^recious  of  their  gifts.  .The 
life  lof^iipan!'  it  the.  nM>st,p|recious  ob^jjt^on  to  d,e- 

'  In'rti'ft  second  eenttirj', -MaxlnMis  of  Tyre'!aittritKfl««.to  tht  Xraba 

the  wofimp  of  a  tiMtit^AMifim  vtfitri  f<»,<<n-iiw'}<  Wwlv,  <r<{>  «}«A./ui 

'  t!in  i'iMfKt  Wv^iyMw,  l^iMert.  viit,  torn,  i,  pt-  IM,  ediu  Beiskc)  ; 

and  tHtf  ttjii'oaeh  it  ftnrhni«l;  re>echocd  b;  the  Cbri8tMisi-  (Clemens 

Atei.  in  tSettfepUcov'P'  40 ;  AnwMus  contra  CSentes.  1.  vi,  p.  3U),'  Yet 

tbei^  Mohttli  ■ti'et^iA  rnner  thMi  the  fiairtiM  «f  Syria  and  GReee,  so 

renoivned  in  sacred  and  prcfane  ant'iqirity,  (Kuseb^  Prlttp.  BvMgel.  I. 

>>  p.  Sn*.'"-  M^trshun,  CodoiK  Chron.  p,'fi^.^. 

'  Thd'iWo  liortM  »ul)jei!t9'«r  AiHtttm*  And  BuS'tAin^^'are  accurate- 

•••'•'■  It 
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CHAP,  precate  a  public  calamity :  the  idtars  of  Phomi- 
^^hl^u^  cia  and  Egypt,  of  Rome  and  Cafrthage^  have  been 
polluted  with  human  gore :  the  cruel  practice  was 
longpreserved  among  the  AraA»s  inthe  thini  cen- 
tury, a  boy  Was  anmiatty  sacirificed  by  the  trite  of 
the  Damatians  ;^  and  a  royal  captive  was  piously 
sianghtered  by  the  prince  of  the  Saracens,thealfy 
and  soldier  of  l^e  emperor  Ju^nian/  A  pai^ent 
who  drags  his  son  to  the  altar,  exhibits  the  most 
paiiffiil  and  suMtme  effort  of  fanaticism:  tile  deed, 
or  the  intention,  was  sanctified  by  tbeexaoiiflle  of 
saints  and  heroes :  and  the  father  of  Mahomet 
himself  was  devoted  b^  a  rash  vow,  and  hardly 
ransomed  for  the  equivalent  Of  an  himdred 
camels.  In  the  time  of  igticutmce,  the  Arabs, 
like  the  Jews  and  Egyptians,  aftistaiiied  llrom 
the  taste  of  swine's  flesh;*    they  circitmcis- 

if  diicutMd  bf  the  learned  Sir  Jobn  Morsbam,  (Canon.  Cbron.]).  76- 
78|  301-304).  Sanchoniatho  derives  the  Phcenician  saciifices  from  the 
example  of  Chronus ;  but  we  are  ignorant  whether  Cftronua  lived  be- 
fotv  or  after  Abrab^niy  or  indeed  wbotbtr  Ike  Uvod  ai  alL 

*  Kmt  tTH  ««■#•»  w^iim  %§ut9t  ia  the  reproach  of  Porphyrj ;  but  be 
likewise  imputes  to  the  Roman  the  same  barbarous  custom,  which 
A.  V,  C.  657,  had  been  finally  abolished.  Dooivtha,  Datmiat  al  Gen- 
dal,  it  noticed  by  Ptolemy,  (TabuL  p.  37,  Arabia,  p.  (^29)»  and  Abnl- 
feda,  (p.  57) ;  and  may  be  found  in  d*AnviUe*s  maps,  in  the  mid-de- 
sert between  Chaibar  and  Tadmor. 

'  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Persico,  L  i,  c.  S8 ;  Evagrius  (1.  vi,  c.  21)  and 
Focock  (Specimen,  p.  72, 86),  attest  the  human  sacrifices  of  the  Arabs 
in  the  yith  century.  The  danger  and  escape  of  Abdallah,  is  a  tradition 
rather  than  a  fact,  (Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn,  i,  p.  99-84). 

<  Suillis  camibus  abstinent,  says  Solinus,  (Folyhiator.  cw  33),  who 
copies  Pliny,  (I.  viii,  c.  68),  in  the  strange  supposition,  that  hoga  cannot 
live  in  Arabia.  The  Egyptians  were  actuated  by  a  natai*al  and  super- 
stitious horror  for  that  unclean  beast,  (Marsham,  CatlOft.  p.  tOd^ 
The  old  Arabians  likewise  practised,  fost  eoitum,  the  rite  of  ablution, 

(flerodot. 
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ei^  their  children  dt  the  age  of  puberty:  tlie  chap. 
samecnstomst  withotit  the  oennire  or  the^Jteoept 
of  tber  Koran,  hare  been  sileatly  trammitied  to 
their  pcnterity  and  prof^dytesi  It  ha»j4iqea  sa* 
gackiidy  €DajtetiJHred/>  tliat  the  artful  legislatop 
indulged  the  fitobbota  ppejudicesrof  bis  country^ 
men.  It  is  more  simple  to  believe  that  he  ad* 
heiMtd  the -habits  and  i^mions  of  his  youth, 
witteDt  foreseeing  that  a  practice  congenial  to 
the  climate  of  Mecca,  miglit  become  useless  &t 
inccmtvnient  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube  or  the 
Volga.'  • 

Ar^a  was^ree:  the  adjacent  kingdoms  were  introduc- 
shflken  by  tbe  ^orms  df  conquest  and  tyranny,  and  s^ians.  * 
the  persecuted  sects  fled  to  the  happy  land  where 
theynifi^htprofess  what  they  thought,  andpractise 
whflttbey  professed.  The  religions  of  the  Sabians 
and  Magians,  of  the  Jews  and  Christians,  were 
disseminated  from  the  Persian  Gulf  to  the  Red 
Sea.  In  aremoteperiod  of  antiquity,  Sabianism  was 
diffused  oVer  Asja  by  the  science  of  the  ChaMeans^ 
and  the  arms  of  the  Assyrians.  From  the  observa- 
tions of  two  tJiottsand  years,  the  priests  and  astro^* 

(Herodot  1.  U  c.  80),  which  is  sanctified  by  the  Mahometan  law,  (Re- 
iaod,  p.  75,  &c.  Chardin,  or  rather  the  Mollah  of  Shaw  Abbas,  torn. 
!▼»  p.  71,  &C.V 

^  The  Mahometan  doctors  are  not  fond  of  the  subject ;  yet  they  hold 
circumcision  necessary  to  salvation,  and  even  pretend  that  Mahomet 
was  miraculously  bom  without  a  foreskin,  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  819, 
320;  Sale's  Preliminary  Discourse,  p.  106, 107). 

*  Diodorus  Siculus  (torn,  i,  1.  ii,  p.  142-H5)  has  cast  on  their  reli- 
gioa  the  curious  but  superficial  glance  of  a  Greek.  Their  astronomy 
would  be  far  more  valuable :  they  had  looked  through  the  telescope 
of  reason,  since  they  could  doubt  whether  the  sun  were  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  planets  or  of  the  fixed  stars. 
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c  HA  P.  Domers  of  Babylon^.  deduoefi>  the  eteto^l  Hws  i>i 
x.^*!r**^  nature  and  proVidenueu  Th^adinstylttherseTfii 
gods  on  f  angels  Wiu»)(diiteeted  the<taDte»^>o^^the 
sereri  pIaBe^|»odslle4^leil1irfembUbIbinfl)leilfie 
ontbeaarttL:  ThijjattiribiiiteBiQftfab.^fAreeiplsai' 
etSy*  with  f he  t welveiaagnS)  ef  Ahd  !2oidiac,r  aridkiJie 
twentgr^oAr  coBftteHotioiisi  of  ttbe,  Qo^rthoni  ^^d 
^^utbelra  tiemis|diere»'  wereireprsseiitelkfby  inttafes 
and  tplUoHtas  'J » the  seiieii  dsys^ofilbe  ureek  wei» 
dedicated' to  their  isBpectivie  dditiidd ;  itbe  Sabt- 
ans  prayed  thriee  each  da^ ;  aadt  thfii4em{de  of 
the  moon  at  Hapan  was  the  term  of  theif  pil- 
grioQ^ge.^  But  the  ifle&ible  genios « of  .tbtiiii'aitb 
was  aibways  ready  either  to  teaeb/ Qr>to  iteacii: 
in  the  tradition  of  the  creation^  Aims  d^bi^^:  bod 
the  f^triarchs^  they  iteld  aj^B@vtar>)itgreettievit 
with  their'  Jewi^.; captives  ;  thu^iiappeiitod  io 
the  secret  hooks  of  Adain»  Sd^  .^od^Eodoh; 
and  a  stligdait  iplusioBiof  the  gppspei  Jmrnisans- 
fprmedUhe  last  remnant  of  the<;PQlyth^bs^ia« 
to  th^'Christiaas  of  St«  JoiiA^inil^he  "ta^rtoficj  of 
Jan^*"    Baswrst.^  The  altars  of  Babyloqiiterie  avi^tiifned 

132,  iiiu^lS,  apud  Maraham,  Canon.  Chront  p«'474,  v^^  ^ubt«  tke 
fact,  l^ecause  it  is  adverse  t^  ^s  S)  i>tcin3.  The  earliest  dat^  of  the 
Chaldean  observations  is  thfe  year  2234  beftfrb'ChrSt.'*  Ahe/th^f^- 
quest  of  Babylon  by  Alexander,  they  were  coDin)u^catQd,.at  the  re- 
f;[ucst  of  Aristotle,  to  the  jistronomer  Plipparchu^  Wl^at  4  mf^ent 
in  the  annals  of  science  ! 

I  Ppcock,  (Specimen  p.  138-1 4C);  Ilottio^,  (l^Ust,  OriepMii.  p- 
162-203) ;  Hyde,  (de  Beligione  Vet.  Persarunx.  p..  121^  l^^  ^«ffcc.)  ; 
d'Herbelot,  {Sabi,  p.  725,  726),  and  Sale,  jJPreUminsjfy  I)|^coiie^,  p. 
14.,  15),  rather  excite  than  gratify  our  curiosity ;  and  the  ^t  of^these 
writers  confounds  Sabianism  with  the  primitive  religjiQp  fii  tJtueiArahs. 

™  D'Anvjlle  (rEuphrates  de  le  Tigre,  p.  130-1,47)  wUl^'j^hp  po- 
sition of  these  ambiguous  Christians;  Assemannus  (Bibliot.  Oriental. 

iom.  iv, 
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by  the  Magians ;  but  tb^  ihjimes  MHhe  Sabians   chap. 
were  n^in^iigedlby^b^ordtofiAteKpMc!!*'^  Per-i  ^^J;;^^ 
sia^groaned^oboit^  fiffe  liundi^d  yb^tft  imder^^ 
foreigltiyokQi;»<md7tbe>^ik»eslr  Utotplestdf}  Zdro^ 
aster,  ^»;a^d  it'omftfa^doilta^il  of  iaiN^tr)^  ami 
brca)d»ed.  witbN thidir '  taiifie|isa«i^  4lle « ift^eidcmx  of 
the  desert.'?'    Seteh  hundridJyeafsi^beforts^tbe  rue Jews, 
deajbbiofiMahoiBCti^the  Je/ivsfwefetsektIed>in>A« 
'  rabia :  aiKi  aifar/greaAar  multiinide^iiiasi  eiq^Ued 
from  the  holy  hmd  in  the*  wars tef  Titos'  andHa^ 
driai^iJi  The  industrious  eKiles  aspioredtQ  lii^eriy 
aiKJi  poirer ;  they  erected  synagogues  in  «tbe  ^ 
tics^aad  c^irties  in  the  wUderne^,  alad  th^  §mk 
tiJeucop verts  were  confoiinded  wijth  ^^  eliildf ea 
of  Ismg^i  -wjiom  tliey  resembled  in  the  o\itW[ard    . 
nmk  of  pircmiacisiom     The  Christian  misCBffot^^  Thechiiat* 
ries  were  s^ill  more  active  and  successfuloifheoa^  '^®' 
tlioUos  asserted  their  universal -reign ;  the  scots 
whom  m^y  o^r^dd  successively  ret?ij?0^  beyoii4 
the  Umitg  of  the  Roman  empiire';  the  Mfcircion* 
ites  aaipt  the  j^anicbaa^ns  dispersed  Uieir  77Aa»fa^^ 
^ieopinionsand^pocryphal  gospels;  the  ckureh^^ 
of  YeDEK^n,  and  the  priiices  of  Hira  and  Gassan, 
were  instructed  in  a  purer  creed  by  the  Jacobite 
and  Nestorian  bishpps.®     The  liberty  of  choice 

torn,  iv,  p.  607-614)  niay  explain  their  teiiets.  Biit  it  is  a  slippery 
taik  t<^  ascertain  the  creed  of  an  ignorant  people,  afraid  and  ashamed 
to  disclose  their  secret  traditions* 

°  The  Magi  were  fixed  in  the  province  of  Bdhrein,  (Gagnier,  Vie 
de  Mahomet,  torn,  iii,  p.  114),  and  minted  T^ith  the  old  Arabians, 
(Pocock,  Specimen,  i%,  146-150).  * 

•  The  state  of  the  Jeipc^s  and  Christians  in  Arabia  is  described  by  Po- 
cock from  Sharestani,  Sec.  (Specimen,  p.  60,  134.  &c.) ;  Hottingcr, 
(Hist  Orient,  p.  21«-^8) ;  d'Herbelot,  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  474^476); 
Basnage,  (Hist  des  Joifs,  tom.'vii,  p.  185;  torn.  viii,'p.  1880),  add 
$4le,  (Preliminary  Discourse,  p.  i^,  &c,  33^  &c.). 
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CHAP,  was  presented  to  the  tribes :  each  Arab  was  free 
J^^  to  elect  or  to  compose  his  private  religion :  and 
the  rude  superstition  of  bis  house  was  mingled 
with  the  sublime  theology  of  smuts  and  philoso- 
phers. A  fundamental  article  of  faith  was  in- 
culcated by  the  consent  of  the  learned  stran- 
gers ;  the  existence  of  one  supreme  God,  who 
is  exalted  above  the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth, 
but  who  has  often  revealed  him9eIfs.to  mankind  ' 
by  the  ministry  of  his  angehi  and  prophets,  and 
whose  grace  or  justice  has  interrupted,  by  sea- 
sonable miracles^  the  order  of  nature.  The  most 
rational  of  the  Arabs  acknowledged  his  power, 
though  they  neglected  his  worship  f  and  it 
was  habit  rather  than  conviction  that  still  at- 
tached them  to  the  relics  of  idolatry.  The 
Jews  and  Christians  .were  the  people  of  the 
book ;  the  bible  was  already  translated  into  the 
Arabic  language  ;'<  and  the  volume  of  the  old 
testamentwasaccepted  by  the  concordof  these  im- 
placable enemies.  In  the  story  of  the  Hebrew 
patriarfflis,  the  Arabs  were  pleased  to  discover  the 
fathers  of  their  nation.  They  applauded  the  birth 

'  In  their  offerings,  it  was  a  maxim  to  defraud  God  for  the  profit 
of  the  idol,  not  a  more  potent,  but  a  more  irritable,  patron,  (Pocock, 
Specimen,  p.  106, 109^ 

4  Our  vcrtiona  now  extant,  triiether  #ewi«h  or  Chrittiair,  appear 
more  recent  than  the  Koran ;  but  the  exittcnce  of  a  prior  tnanlttion 
m^  be  fairly  inferred<.-l.  From  the  perpetual  practice  of  the  syiui* 
fBgue,  of  expounding  the  Hebrew  kesen  by  a  paraphrase  in^  the  vul* 
gar  tongue  of  the  country.  2.  Prom  the  analogy  of  the  Armeniaor 
PcKstan,  Bthiopie  veralens,  expressly  quilted  by  the  fathers  of  the 
fifth  century,  who  assert  that  the  Scriptures  were  translate  int^aff 
the  barbaric  languages  (Walton,  Fralcgpmena  ad  BiMis  Ftflygot.  p. 
S*w  93.4^.  Siaiion«  Hist*  Cril^ue  da  V.  ei  du  K.  Testunent,  tvm. 
i,  p.  180, 161,  282^SM,  193,  iO$,  S0$ ;  torn,  iv,  p.  909). 
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and  promises  of  Ismael;  reirered  the  faith  and  chap 
Tirtiie  of  Abraham ;  traced  his  pedigree  and  their  ,„^^^  , 
owii  to  the  creation  of  the  first  man,  and  imUbed, 
with  equal  credulity,  the  prodigies  of  the  holy 
text,  and  the  dreams  and  traditions  of  the  Jewish 
rabfaos. 

The  base  and  plebeian  origin  of  Mahomet  is  Birth  ana 
an  unskilful  calumny  of  the  Christians/  who  ex-  ^i!^^ 
alt  instead  of  d^rading  the  merit  of  their  ad-  ^ij^^ 
versary.  His  descent  from  Ismael  was  a  national 
privil^e  or  fable;  but  if  the  first  steps  of  the 
ped%ree'  are  dark  and  doubtful,  he  could  pro- 
duce many  generatibns  of  pure  and  genuine  no^ 
bility :  he  sprung  from  the  tribe  of  Koreish  and 
the  family  of  Hashem,  the  most  iUustricms  of 
the  Arabsi^  t)^  jM'inces  of  Mecca,  and  the  here^ 
ditary  guarifiana  of  the  Caaba«  The  grandfather 
of  M^iomet  was  Abdol  Motalleb,  the  son  of 
Hashem,  a  wealthy  and  generous  citizen^  who 
relieved  the  distress  of  famine  with  the  imp- 
plie9  of  comm^rc^.  Meega,  which  had  been  fed 
by  the  ISierality  of  the  fathers,  was  saved  by 
the  courage  •of  the  son.  The  kingdom  of  Ye- 
men was  subject  to  the  Christian  princes  of 

'  In  eo  conveniunt  omnes  ut  plebeio  vilique  genere  ortum,  &c 
<Hottii3ger,  Hist.  Orient,  p.  136).  Yet  Theophanes,  the  most  ancient 
of  the  Greeks,  and  the  fiither  of  many  a  lie,  confesses  that  Mahomet 
was  of  the  race  of  Ismael,  t»  fimt  ymxmretvns  f  vXnf ,  (Chronograph, 
p.  2t7). 

•  ADnlftda  (in  Vit.  Mohammed,  c.  i,  2)  and  Gagnier  <Vie  de  Ma* 
hooiet,  p.' 25-97)  describe  the  popular  and  approved  genealogy  of  the 
prophet.  At  Mecca,  I  would  nc9t  dispute  its  authenticity :  at  Lausanne, 
I  will  venture  to  observe,  1.  That  from  Innael  to  Mahomet,  a  period 
of  2500year«,  t^ey  reckon  thirty,  instead  of  seventy-five,  generationsb 
2.  That  the  modern  Bedoweens  are  ignorant  of  their  history  and  care* 
less  of  their  pedSgree>  (Voyage  d'Arvieux,  p.  100,  103). 
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CHAF.  Abyssinia:  tbeir  vassal  Abr^hirti  Was  pfotoked 
hy  an  idsnlt  to  aven^^'  the'fconi6uV^bf  tlie8i*ss; 
and 'th^- holy  city  was  in\>ested  1:^  it 'itfattl^'of 
elqibant^  2tod  an' army  of  Africans.  A  fifferty 
wa^  pl-opos^d  ;  arid  in'  llie  first  'aucUenc^  ifce 
grandfather  of  Mahomet  demanded  the  iheititu- 
tion  of  hTs  cattle.  •'  Attd  ^  whj^,^'  iaid  'AbVili&h, 
"  do  yoti  nbtratilet  implbre  ttiy  c^Iietn^hefj^ iti'fa- 
"  voOT^  orycAir  temple,  whi^h'I  haVe  thVeati^Ded 
«  t6' destroy?"  *"^  Because/^  repti^d  the  Mrepid 
chief, '' Ifttef  cattl^  isi/ny  oWni  tH4^  €kaba fefelongs 
"  id  the  gods,  abiS  ihbt/  will  dfeffehd  theiir  'ii^ouse 
**  iVom  Snjtrry  a(nd  s^rilegiel"'  fhe  watifettf  pro- 
vishDris,  or  the^  valour  of  the  'KDnei^h,  com^^H^d 
the  Abysshiiansto  a  disgracefifl  retireafti  tti^ 
disfeomfiture  has  been  adorned  with  a  i^fecfiltms 
flight  of  birds,  who  show^ed  doWn  stbn^^'i^h  the 

Deliver,  bcads  of  th^  iflfidfel^;  and  the  deliVerant^  W^I3% 
commemorated  by'theeraofthedeplmnt.*'^^ 
glory  tf  Abdbl  Motalteb  was  crowned '^tii*^o- 
mei^tie  liappiness^  his  life  was  prolonged  to'titefBge 
of  oite  ^htrndfed  and' ten  years,  atiff hfe^fefcafeW?<he 
father  of  sii  daughters  and  thirteeiij^6n$ilHfefife!St 
belbved  AbdaJfah  was  the  most  bfelayitiflH  aftitf inb'-"' 

*■  The  te«d  •f'thin  history,  or  fable,  is  eoataioftliixi  ihttovtii  ebtj^^i^ 
oitl»,KQtMOf  aAdUagmec  (in.  Fraefat^  ad' Vit.  )Mofaa);ft.6]t  lA^^KA) 
has:ti;ansUted  the  JuBtori(sa  narrative  of  AbulffiSa,  P9hi«]fefnii^  bf. 
iUu»ti1iteii  fiiom.  d'Herbttlot  (Bibliolr.  Orkntalfer-P^  12)^aBid,f%KQck»i 
£$p«C(mon^  .pr  €i)4  >  Fcidleaux  cLiife. of  MBhmnen'Itoi^cslU  '^»^- 
of  tlKi:Qiiu)ge  of  Md(i(Maet ;  but.  Sait^  iKcrm^p.  miMO%ht  W^^ 
half «  Miiflsuiiaan*  Attacks  the  iacoiviitent  fiuth  of^dttJOottoRifVl^' 
lie^Ag  thetjxmradi99  of  Use  Delphic  Apellati^Mitt-acQt  tAiWofSkM^^ii' ' 
part.ii,  p.  14^  torn.  U»  p*  6^2)  aaeribcs.  tK6;2Xk|ractei1skJtiiiii.ds«jlfr(^^  ^ 
extorts  from  the  Mahometans  ihe  confession^  that,6od<wduldJM>(^v^ 
rfeCended  against  the  Christians  the  idols  of  the  Caaba. 
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dest  of  the  Arabiia^.youth ;  anf}  in  the  first  nig^ht,   chap. 
wbenjike  ooftsummatod  h^s  marriage  with  Amba, 
of  tbp.  opble  r^e  of  tlie  Zahrites,  two  hundred 
virgiiis  afe  sai4  to  have  expired  of  jealousy  and 
de^air.    M^fioraet^  or  more  properly  Moham- 
med, the  only  son  of  Abdallab  and  Apjipa».wa^ 
bom  at'^acca,  four  yeajr^  after, the  deatli  of 
Justinian,  and  two  months  after  the  defqat  of  the 
Abjr^^ipians,"  whope  vjictory  would  jhare  ifttro- 
duced  ipto  thoi  Caaba  the  religjbn  of  the.  Christ- 
ians. jJb  his  early  infancy,  he  was  deprived  of 
bis  father^  his  mother,  and  his  grandfather ;  his 
uncles  were  strong  aad  numerous;  api/i  in. the 
division  of  the  inheritance,  the. orphan's  sha^e 
was  reduced  to  >4ve  camels  an4  an  Ethiopian 
maidrservaQt*  At  hopjie  and  abroad^  in  peaq^  and 
war„  Abu  Taleb,  the  most  respectable  of  hi* 
unclef^w^s  the  guide  and  guardian  of  his  youth; 
inhiqtweft^-fifth  year,  be  entered  into  the  serv- 
ice of  ^adij^,  a  rich  and  noble  widow  of  Mecca, 
whQ^  S9^ji^  ra^y^arded  his  fidelity  with  the  gift  of 
her;ta^  3^4  fontwne*    The  marripgp  coB^raipt, 
in  tl^^unpple  styl^  of  antiquity,  recites  the  mu- 
tuaJ^^ijjr^.  pf  j^bpmet  and  Cadijah ;  describe^ 
him  as  the  most  accomplished  of  the  tribe  of  Ko- 

*"  tl^taUut  eras  of  Abulfieda,  (in  Vit.  8.  i,  p.  2),  of  Alexander,  or 
the  G^^ekt,  882^>iifijliDGht  Naser,  or  Nabonasser,  1316,  equaUy  lead 
us  to  i^iyeea  6€9..  ^TJie  old  Arabian  calendar  is  too  dark  and  uncer* 
uint^m^pbfttfaeBepedktinest  (Art  de  verifier  les  Dates,  p>  15), 
who  fMmi  the  dajf*  of  the  month  and  week  deduce  a  new  mode  of  cal- 
culate*, ailA  resiow  tke^hiith  of  Mi^omet  to  the  year  of  Christ  570, 
the  10flhio£  NouemheK.  Yet  this  date  would  agree  with  the  year  88S 
»f  the  d^tov  which  »  asblgned  by  Elmacin  (Hist.  Saracen,  p.  5)  and^ 
Abulpharagioa^KDynasL  p.  lOt,  and  Errata  Pocock's  versiofn).  While 
we  reane  opr  chronotogyyit^  |)03sible  that  the  illiteiate  prophet  was 
3j?norat>t  of  his  own  ag^. 
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xmh^  aad  Ji^ipriata» :a  ilmnf  idtstwt^i^vwcim 
of  gcid:uiA4MmiT  camels,  wkkk  was  fmpfM 
hj  thk  tibMalilf(  of  bis^nle^*  By  tbU^alMttKie, 
thQ.aMiit6i.^jdiBMthiiW9^^K9tOTei  to  the  tUtion 
o^«Us  ancesteBK;  and  the  judicious  matrm  was 
conitorf .  ■ath>  hb  daummik  wtues,  HXiria  the 
fortielkiyaMjQf ^Uakage/  he  ai^BUncdti^  Utie of 
aM^mfdi^  aadipnKiaimtd  the  rellgioa'^the 

Aoeirdngta^e tra<iitiaBF'Of  hia  conpaaioDs, 
Mdmmeif  fcraa^iistingiiished  by.  the  bea»^  of  bis 
pitsom^amiOfiiStmard  gift  iirh|oh  is  6tldoi»rde8|)ised} 
€Kcepi  by  thaae  to  wjum  it  haa  biim  i«fti9e4.  Be- 
foae  he  apokery  tba  omtm  engaged  on  his  ade^tbe 
atfiBCtiacia  ai  a  poblic  or  private  aodienM.  They 
^plaadad  hU  oommnnding  prea6Doe».hiiritojestae 
asycrt^  Jua  pierang  eyci  his  gracioiQ^  M^i  hii 
:     .  '  '        .«  ...  t»  'J- 

'  I  copy  the  tono^rable  tcstimoay  of  Abu  Taieb  tpfn^fap^M 
ne'pbew.  Laus  Dei,  qui  nos  a  stirpe  Al^rahani  et  seimiiclsiiileliicon« 
•laaSt,  et  nous  rtigtobtto  saerjiai  4edfl,  tt  fuwjuale*  MiibaM^ 
tuit.  Porre  JMLobannied  iilfus  AbdoUahi  nepotis.  in«i  />i9^  *^i 
quo  cum  ex  «quo  librabitHr  e  Koraishidis  quispiam  cui  non  praBpon. 
dcraturos  est,  bonitarte  et  excellentU,  et  intellettik  etgJbtft  tt  aw- 
nrin^  etfi  opmnrifvp*  fnrfil»  (et  oarte  apm  ttynbra  tra^4W  Ji*a^  ^ 
clepoaitum  quo^  reddi  debet),  desiderlo  Chadyae  filiae  Ghowailodi  tra«- 
liir,  et  ilia  vicissim  ipsius,  quicquid  autem  dotis  vice  petientis,  egi 
U  lie  witcipSam;  (PocQct»  ^fMobatfa;  e  «e^tini|tpMi|f  iJkti'BM 
llamduni).  ^    . 

»  The  private  life  of  Mahomet,  from  his  birth  to  hb  miwion,  i«  pre* 
f^eiVed-by  Abulfeda,'  (ih'Vlt.  c  3-7),  ItAti  fhe  Arattlrfj  -wiiiWtrf^ 
Jiuijie  or  apocryphal  note,  wjib  are  alleged  by  Hettinger,  (HittOrieot, 
Pr  SOMll) ;  Maracci,  (torn,  i,  p.  10-14),  and  Gagnierf  iVieAMa- 
hpioejtt  tom.  I,  p.  97-lSi). 

?  Abulfeda,  iu  Vit.  c.  IXT,  Ixvi  {  Gagnier,  Vie  de  MahAntt, Iobl  iti, 
p.  272-S89 ;  the  best  triditaonf  of  the  person  and  conTertttiAD'erifa^ 
prophet  are  derived  from  Ayefh4«  Alt  and  At>ti  HonArA^ifiaplkrttxm 
ii,  p.  267;  Ociaey^s  Hist,  of  the  Suraeene,'  ««fl.  ii,  p.  iii)»'«otiUBiK4 
^he  father  of  a  eat>  who  died  in  tbc  year  59  of  the  Hegira. 
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flowifif  fanrd^faiscciMtenanoelliatpftiii^  chap* 

sens9tkm  of  the  soul,  wid  his  gtstares  that  en- 
force each  expressioB  of  the  tongue.  In  the 
familior  oSusen  of  life  he  scrupdioiisly  adhered  to 
the  grare  aad  oefememom  pditeness  ctf  his  coan- 
try :  his  respectful  attentkm  to  the  rich  aad  pow^- 
ful  was  denied  by  his  eomAexenwmk  and  affa- 
bility to  the  poorest  citazeos  cf  Mecca:  the  ftmok^ 
ness  cf  hi$  mamter  concealed  the  artifice  of  his 
views ;  ssid  the  halats  of  courtesy  were  imputed 
to  posottal  frfendship  or  universal  benevolence. 
His  BMOiory  was  capacious  and  retentive,  hh 
wit  easy  and  social^  his  iaiagination  sublime,  Ihs 
judgment  dear,  rapic^  and  decisive.  He  pos* 
sessed  the  courage  both  of  thought  and  action ; 
and,  attfaough  his  designs  mig^t  gradually  ex* 
pand  with  his  success,  the  first  idea  which  he  en« 
tertained  of  his  divine  mission  bears  the  stamp  of 
an  original  end  superior  genius,  ^he  son  of  Ab- 
dallah  was  educated  in  the  bosom  of  the  noblest 
race,  in  the  use  of  the  purest  dialect  of  Arabia ; 
and  the  fluency  of  his  speech  was  corrected  and 
enhanced  by  the  practice  of  discreet  andseasonable 
silence.  With  these  powers  of  eloquence,  Ma- 
homet was  an  illiterate  barbarian :  his  youth  had 
never  been  instructed  in  the  arts  of  reading  and 
writing;''  the  common  ignorance  exempted  him 

*  TluMe  who  believe  that  Mahomet  could  read  or  write,  artf  inca- 
pable of  reading  what  is  written,  with  another  pen,  in  the  Surats,  or 
chapters  of  the  Koran,  vii,  xxix,  xcvi.  These  texts,  and  the  tradi- 
tion of  Uie  Sonna,  are  admitted  without  doubt,  by  Afoalfeda,  (in  Vit 
c.  vil)  ;  Gagnler,  (Wot.  ad  A'btllfed.  p.  15);  Pocock,  (Specimen,  p.  151); 
Reland,  (de  lUligione  Mohammedic^,  p.  236),  and  Sale,  (Preliminary 
Discourse,  p.  43).    Mr.  White,  almost  aione^  denies  the  Ignorance, 

vol-  IX.  S  ^ 


nature  ^^o^^^^.^^^.gp^  ^^mmi? ^d 

<ffj  to.  i\f  ^^h^^tr(ij^^l^.f  u^^^f^a^ijif^St^thQ 
Da^ion^  .^.d.tfee  xeligipps  ot^i^^X^  h-^^WfRW^ 
tbbe  weakness  oft  the  i'^r^^w.^^^  ]^fmi^,^Q« 
^larplues;  lipoids,  wit|i  pHjjajq^  i^jp^i(^}^-tl|£ 
4egenpracj^of  the  tun^s;  ,w4j?ie§9l¥?ftiR)¥^^ 
under  one  God  and  we  flqag^  .^l^^ii^Yffigil)|e 
spirit iMid  primitive  virtucss  x^^f  t^e^ Araji^,,  (Jfw 
ipore  accurate  inquiry,  will  sugge?jt,.  t^a,t4fl?ii^ 
of  visitinjj  the  courts,  th^  oaCD^  tb^  t^^f^f^llf 
th^  lEasti  the  twa.jown^jrs  of  ^ft^flfgef^^Jp 
Syj^ia  were  confined  to  the  fairs  ^qf'.^i^j^^,^ 
DAmascus;:  that  Jie  was  only  t^ij^j^gfji^ j^pr^of 
age  when  he  acconipanied  Ji^^:jCpfa^i|  4]^^ 

td  tLcmnt  the  imposture,  of  the  {nrdj^htftl  idl  ix^jUdcieM^acitat 
ftfom  S4t^factorJr.  Two  short  twuUijg  io\V{iffys,^^{{J^^]p:a^  ^^(¥^ 
verc  liucely  not  sufficient  to  infuse  a  scienc^  so  rare  Among  the  ciii* 
Jfeti^  of  MeccA:  it  wa«  not  in  the  cool  deliberate  abf\jf^lrli4fty'{fai 
M|4][9imst  ^wU  h«te.  clrqp|)td  ttie  .t9fv^  i  <  nor,  q^^  ^lo^lf fa¥A9fi"9# 
^rawn  fr(»n  tl^e  words  of  d^s*^^  and  ^elii:|um.  ,/^^fi  letier^  jmuth^ 
before  he  aspired  to  the  prophetic  character,  *fii(istii'iie  msi  exer- 
iis^iti  pii^nteilire^  %hi  nrts  of  ««idin(|tondiwritfitl^lf  tftddlMitfirtt 
CDwrts  of  Jjte  ovn  fainil^,  wouW.  l?^  Jifici>,^€|^t^|j^A»e<g^ 
upbraid  his  scandalous  hypocrisy,  (Whites  Sermons,  p.  rSs,  S04; 

Not«*»,^'xtkvi-xx*^Hii^.-     -  ^'    Hi  'Ux  :>ii.-  ;j,anub,jt;- 

II*  TI«^rcp,7nt,dp.Boi^li^nvai^erS;<^>^ifi*(flfafe0iRf4^  ddl^ftt^ 
leads  his  Arabian  pupii,  like  the  Telemachus  of  FeneIon,or  the  Cyrus 
fi^&aittMy^y  ^  Hif  ^Qvanef.  to  Ltfae.ttiXift.  of  f?ei«x»  #t  iprobaUy  «4dtion  ; 
mir  can  X  trate  the  otigin  of  his  exclaiiiftton«  ***  iwes  Grecc^aBt  pour- 
.  *  *  tant  d«BybQBDine6.'.'  libm- 1  voi$y  lian  jonrftef f  iu«  exp££^te4  b^c  al- 
jnostiOl  th»  AitU>ia|i  viiteM^  Ilotb^MailOlae«mls  and€l)r«|ti*»,  {Ga^ 


of 'tH^'ft^iatf  Wbria.  i  I'ftyra  e^etf' r€gi6n'"dt 
thiiMhi^f  *<f ofld,  the  pilgrims  o^  Mecca' ^vci'^ 
antiWi^'ass^nibfea/  bj^'tlie  calls  df  ^eMioh  arid 
idftme^i^ !  ''in  the  ffee*  cfttocourse  of  tatiMtudfe^ 
a^sijifitJle^^lzetii  inWs  native  tongtie,  inigfef  stttdj' 
the  piMttkt  State  'Attd  ch^acter  of  the  irib(Js;  the 
tlii^rjriaiftl'!  practice  of  the  Jews'  and'  Christiatis. 
S6ih§'Vt^Hil 'stfangers  tnight  be  tefrtiptied'; orfor- 
e!^,^i^krf^ldre  the  rights  of  ho^itality; '  and  the 
ettieifHeii'lcif 'Mahomet  have  named  the  Je^,  ihk 
PerslaB^  .and  the  Syriui  monk,  whom  they  ac* 
cttsfe  bf  lettding  their  secret  aid  to  the  composi- 
tiwi  of  the  Koraii.*  Conversatiori  enriches  tbe  un-         ' 
dentalBding,  bat  solitnde  is  the  school  of  genitas; 
and  tKe  uniformity  of  a  work  denotes  the  hand  of 
atski^lear^t;'  Ffora  biaearliest  youth,  Mahomet 
it^fi 'Sl^<fictfe*  to 'reKgtotts  toMempIatibn :  each 
year^  during  the  month  of  Ramadan,  he,  witl]idrew 
A'Aiil'the i^orld ctodikim tfae^rms of  Cadijahf:  in 

^  JL Am  fMA.afc  ieitnveli^tititmie  tba  ftiiilcs  or«oiijectiiHfrs  wb»obfiAi*e 
th«  ^tnuogiert  Itcciufed  or  sumptabed  by  ths  inftitU  of-  Mai^a^  ^iC«rmn, 

Mukomei,  p.  23-497. .  Gagnierv  Kot^sA  AbiiHMk  p.  11^  74.  McnMM»' 
torn,  it,  1^  4C0>  Even  Pvtdoanxkas  observed  that  theitfaasafetiiMini^ 
have  been  secret,  and  that  the  scene  lay  in  the  heart  of  Arabia. 

s2 
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CHAP,  the  cave  of  .Herd,  three  ihiles  from  Meocla,*  he 
^  C^QDsylted  the  spirit  of  fraqd  or  euthusiasm^  .whose 
abode  is  not  in  the  heavens,  but  in  the  mind  of 
the  propb^t^  The  faith  which,  under  the  name 
of  Islam^  he  preached  to  his  family  and  nation,  is 
compounded  of  ap  eternal  truth,  and  a  necessary 
fiction.  That  th£R,b  is  only  one  God,  and 
THAT  Mapomet  is  The  apostle  of  God, 

One  6«d.  It  ijs  the  boa^st  of  the  Jewish  apologists,  that 
while  thp  learned  nations  of  antiquity  were  de- 
ludied  by  the  fables  of  polytheism,  theii:  simple 
ai^cestprs  of  Palestine  preserved  the  knowledge 
and  wQfslMp  of  the  true  God.  The  moral  at- 
tributes qf  Jehovah  may  not  easily  be  reconciled 
with  |;he  s^^^ndard  of  human  virtue :  his  met^phy- 
sacal , qualities  are  darkly  expressed;  biit. each 
page  of  the  Pentateuch  and  the  Prophets  is  an 
evidence  of  his  power  :  the  unity  of  his  name  is 
inscribed  oa the  first  table  of  the  law;  and  his 
sanctuary  was  never  defiled  by  any  visible  image 
of  the  invisible  essence.  After  th^  ruinjof  the 
temple,  the  faith  of  the  Hebrew  exiles  was  puri- 
fied, fixed,  and  enlightened,  by  the  spirituial  de- 
votion of  the  synagogue ;  and  the  authority  of 
Mahomet  will  not  justify  his  perpetual  repfoach, 
that  the  Jews  of  Mecca  or  Medina  adored  JEzra  as 
the  *on  of  God.*    But  the  children  ^f.fccai^  bad 

,  *  Abuifeda  in  Vit.  c.  7,  p.  li.  Gagnier,  tom.'i;  J),  'ife.'iio.  '  "the 
situation  of  mount  Hera  is  remarked. by  Al)plfeda,  (G^eograph.  Anb. 
■p.  4).  Yet  Mahomet  had  never  read  o^  the  cave  qf  figeria,  ubi  noc- 
.'  turnae  Numa  constituebat  amies,  of  the  Idaean  mount,  wbere 'Minos 
c,9nveirsed  with  Jove,  &«.  "  •    '     - 

,  *  ^prai^  c.  9,  p.  153.  Al  BeidaMri,  and  the  other  commentators 
.quot^  by  Sale,  adhere  to  the  charge;  but  I  do  hot  un£(erstand  that  it 
is  coloured  by  tbe  most  dbscure  or  absurd  ir»$ition  6t  tl>€  Tahaud- 
ists.  '■         '  ■ 
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ceased  to  be  a  people  ;  arid  the  i'eligions  of  the   chxp. 
world  were  guilty,  at  least  in  the  eyes  of  the  pro-  ^^i^^ 
phet,  of  giving  sons,  or  daughters,  6r  compani- 
ons, to  the  supreme  God.     In  the  riide  idolatry 
of  the  Arabs,  the  crime  is  manifeiSt  and  audaci- 
ous :  the  Sabians  are  poorly  excused  by  the  pre- 
eminence of  the  first  planet,  or  ihiefligence  in 
their  celestial   hierarchy;  and  in  the  Magian 
system  the  conflict  of  the  two  principles  betrays  ' 
the  imperfection  of  the  conqueror.     The  Christ- , 
ians  of  the  seventh  century  had  insensibly  Re- 
lapsed into  a  semblance  of  paganism ;  their  pub- 
lie  and  private  vows  were  addressed  to  the  re- 
lics and  images  that  disgraced  the  temples  of 
the  East :  the  throne  of  the  Almighty  was  dark- 
ened by  a  cloud  of  martyrs,  and  saints,  and  angels, 
the  objects  of  popular  veneration  ;  and  the  Col- 
lyridian  heretics  who  flourished  in  the  fruitful     ^^ 
soil  of  Arabia,  invested  the  Virgin"  Mary  with 
the  name  and  honours  of  a  goddess/  The  myste- 
ries of  the  Trinity  and  Incarnation  appear  to  con- 
tradict the  principle  of  the  divine  unity.    In  their 
obvious  sense,  they  introduce  three  equal  deities, 
and  transform  the  maa  Jesus  into  the  substance 

of  the  son  of  God :'  an  orthodox  commentary 

t  . 

*  Hftkaigfer,  Hist.  Orlenr.  p.  ««5-8m  The  CoHyridien  hercsf  was 
carried  frona  Thrace  to  Arabia  by  aome  women,  and  the  name  was 
borrowed  from  the  »oAXt/^<f,  or  cake,  whicfc  they  offered  to  the  god- 
dess. This  example,  that  of  Beryllusbishoppf  "Bostra,  (Euseb.  Hist. 
Eccle$.  t.  vi,  c.  33),  and  several  others,  may  excuse  the  reproach, 
Arabia  hseresean  ferax. 

«  The  three  go^s  in  the  Koran  (c^  4,  p.  81 ;  c.  5,  p.  92)  are  obvi- 
ously dii'ected  against  our  catholic  mystery ;  but  the  Arabic  com- 
mentators understand  them  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Virgin 
Mary,  an  heretical  Trinity,'  maintained,  as  it  is  said,  hy  some  bar* 

<;  3  barJAJis 
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CHAP,  Hill  satisfy  ohiy'  a  feetievfegf  mifld :  intenipisrate 
^  curiisittr  'kh^1ki\  liad  torit  the  veil  of  tftffe'  sane 
tuary  ;  anfi  e46K  of"ihe^6rientaI  s^cts  wa^'e'a^er 
to  ci;)nfess  that  ^ll)'  excc^pl 'tiietnselve§/<!oserved 
thd  ieprba^h  bl[*  Irfolatfy  and  poly ttiei^!'  ^The 
creed  6f  Mahdmel  is  ftree  from  suspicion  o&f^* Am- 
biguity ;  knSd  the  Koran  is  a  glorious  t^istitiiony 
to  .the  unity  bf  God.  The  prophet  of  ^^pcca 
rejected^th^  worship  of  idols  and  meti^  of  stars 
and  planets,  on  the  1-ational  pdhciplp  that  Wliat- 
ever  Hses  must  set,  that  whatever  is  born  tnust 
die,  that  \^hatever  is  corruptible  mbst  *9;ecay 
and  peri'^h.*  /  In  the  author  of  the  universe,'  his 
'  rational  enthusiasm  confessed  and  adore'ii  an  in- 
finite and  eternal  being,  without  formtlrwace, 
Vith(^u£  Issue  or  similitude,  present  to  bur  most 
secret  thoughts,  existing  by  the  necessity  of 
*his  own  nature,  and  deriving  from  himsijlia!! 
moral  and  intellectual  perfection.  These  !sub- 
lime  truths,  thus  announced  in' |he  language 
6f  the  prophet,*  are  firmly  held  by  his  disciples, 
iatid  defined  with  metaphysical  precisidri'fcy  tie 
interpreters  of  the  Koran,     A  phiips6phi,c^eist 

•b«i!kU9  ^.thti  0oimcil  of  Nlot*  XEctyth.  <Aiitoh]Jt<)in.;i;i|a  4iHt). 
^ut  the  exist^^^,  of  1^9  Maricoutt^  U  df  ni?d  ^  U^q  <|4n^i<^  If^yj^rt, 
(tlist  de  Manicheisme,  torn,  i,  p.  ^32) :  ond^  he  derives  the  mistake 
'fV(]^  «lie'M>rd  Rtmak,  the  Ildlj  Ghost,  WJiietiiri  sdM^  oriMttal  tc^igues 
'^^ofa}>e.feiiki^i;iie4P9de?,  and.>  ,fe<«a>t^Yely:ft5C&lit^l*iqft0PiPf 
Christ  in  the  gospel  ot  the  Nazarenes. 

'«<^iThjs  trtin  of  thought  isphih}SoF^Ieii11/ex«fJi][4i{tetf^rt<^e€ha- 
xftcur  «f  AbrAhsmi  wh^  o^poeed  |q  diPildMa  iik'  ik^  iil)tr^oc- 
tion  of  idolatry,  (Koran,  c. «,  p.  106;  d'Hei^M,  BiblftH.  Orient. 
p.  13),      ■     -    ••    •     ':       •!         '-      .  .  .    >    ■         I.  i  i:-*  '•-•• 

'  See  the^  Koran,  partkHili^y  thi^  stieMid,  (p.  SOjf^  the  Vftylijfeinmrti, 
(p.  487)^  the  fiHy-ef^^thf  <p.  441)^  clnipi^f)  wlvich  proplalpi  the  om- 
4iipotenoe  of  th^  Creator. 
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ini|l|jt  sut)scri|ip  th^  P9|»i^lt^  cr^4.  S^  *^^^  ^'^^^  chap. 

faJ^py^  or  evi^n  the  ^^ncjeirstandjpff^  3Vrben  yjrg  l^aye 
abftractea  frp/ft  th^,vnkno>yft  ?u|3st|^pce  all  ide^p 
of  titpe^^  space)  of^^jOtiQn  apd jn^ttj^TjiOfjSens- 
atioji^p.niJ  retfi^etion.?  Tji^  fijjst  pripqiple  Qf  rear 
Son  1^4  revel^tiop  w^^  confirmed  by;  the'  ypicp 
of  jyf^hon^et :  hi^  proselytes,  irpm Ju^ja,  ty  IVIo- 
roccQ,,ar9  distingyish^d  by  the  naine  pf  Unit-* 
ariansjafid  the  danger  of  idojatry  has. been  pr.ev 
vented  by  the  inter4iction  of  itixag^s.  Tha  docr 
trin^qf  eternal,  decrees,  and  aJ)SQlute  jpj-^destin- 
ation  is  strictly  embraced  by  the  Mahonfi^taris.; 
and  ttj^y,  §.tr\iggle  with  the  common  4ifficulti<ps, 
hoy) iorecQnQile  the  prescience  of  (5od  \vith.the 
freedqin  a^d  regpql^sibility  of  man;  how  to.  ex- 
plajfn  jtlie  ,perniission  of  evil  under  the  reign  qf 
infinite j)9wer  a^d  i^fiQite  goodnes^^  ,   /  ^ 

.  The  God  of  nature  has  AyritteQ  his  existence  Mahomet 

•  ;jJJ  ,     ''-,-'  11  .     1         .       1*      1  '  n        '■      the  apostle 

on  afl  bjs  ^orksi  and  his  mwjn  the  heart  of  man^  of  God,  and 
Tp  r^s^pre  th<^, knowledge  of  the.  one  ^nd.  the  thepro.'' 
prap.tic^  pt  the  other,  has  b^een  the  r^aj  or  pipp-  p****** 
teiided'aim  of  the  prophets  of  every  age ;  the 
liberality  of  Mahomet  allowed  to  his  predecea- 
sors'the  skme  credit  which  he  claimed  for  him- 
selt;I^i^Bcl  tjif^l  f^h^inof  ipspiration  w^sprolonged 
frpftpf|li€f^iyic^of  Ad-am  *to  the  pronwlgation  of 

. /,^,TJjf^fljfl^,p«^bfV4p3^ifwe4¥a^*ff  translau^  by  PocqcJc*  (S^cimen. 
hM^v  ^*r2ai|>;^9fjtl^»  (MJst.  of  the  S^!^&ce»^y<ih  iU  p.  Urjm4 
»sm  Bsl«W*»  {^f^•^^Qpu.  i^ohana;  1.  j,;:p.  f-lSk^nd  CIja«|in; 
(Voyages  en  Perse,  torn,  iv,  p.  4-S8).     The  great  truth  that  Gtdj^ 
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CHAP,  the  Koran.'    During  that  period^  some  rays  of 
^"^^  prophetic  light  had  been  imparted  to  one  hundred 


and  twenty-four  thousand  of  the  electa  discrimi- 
nated by  Uieir  respective  measure  of  virtue  and 
grace ;  three  hundred  itpd  thirteen  apostles  w^re 
sent  with  a  special  commission  to  recal  (hdr  coun- 
try from  idolatry  and  vice;  one  hundred  a»d  four 
volumes  had  been  dictated  by  the  holy  spirit;  and 
six  legislators  of  transcendent  brightness  have  an- 
nounced to  mankind  the  sjx  suctessive  revela- 
tions of  various  rites,  but  of  one  iibmutable  re- 
ligion. The  authority  and  station  of  Adam, 
Noah,  Abraham,  Moses,  Christ,  and  Mahomet, 
rise  in  just  gradation  above  each  other ;  but  who- 
soever hates  or  rejects  any  onp  of  the  prophets 
is  numbered  with  the  infidels.  Tbp  writings  pS 
the  patriarchs  were  extant  only  in  the  apocryphal 
copies  of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  :"*  the  conduct 
Moms.  ,  of  Adam  had  not  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude 
or  respect  of  his  children ;  the  seven  precepts  of 
Noah  were  observed  by  an  inferior  and  imper- 
fect class  of  the  proselytes  of  the  synagogue," 
^nd  the  memory  of  Abraham  was  obscurely  rer 

*  Reland,  4e  Relig.  Moham.  L  i,  p.  17-47.  $^e*s  Pi-eliminary 
Discourse  p.  73-76.  Voyage  de  Chardin,  torn,  iv,  p.  2S-d7»  and 
37-47,  for  the  Persian  addition,  "  AH  is  the  vicar  of  God!**  yet 
the  precise  number  of  prophets  is  not  an  article  of  faith. 

™  For  the  i^pocryphal  boojcs  of  Adam,  see  Fabncius,  Codex  Pseu- 
depigraphus  V.  T.  p.  27-29 ;  of  Seth,  p.  154-157 ;  of  Enoch,'  p.  1 60- 
219.  9ut  the  book  of  Enoch  is  consecrated  in  aoJp^  measure,  by  the 
quotation  of  the  apostle  St.  Jude ;  and  a  long  legendary  fragnient  is 
alleged  by  $yncellus  and  Scaliger. 

■  The  seven  precepts  of  Noah  are  explained  by  Marsham^  (Canon. 
Chronicus,  p.  154-180]>  who  adopts,  on  this  occasion,  th^  letuning 
and  credulity  of  Selden. 
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vered  by  tte:  Sahiaw^^Thi^tiftiivji^lltnd  QfCI^Ii  cihap^ 
dea  tiim£uthe-  mytiada  fp6i  |iGiEfl«fill  tlffp^.^fil^d 
Chffiifa  B)(ta^e  livedrantd  M^pwd()  «i4^^1w  I'^npri 
na&t  ofii  liie  inapmd  fiwntiogs^  W^i  <«n^^ 

TheiiiiraoiilbU8»9toiyio£Mo«ef^  . 

embellislbBd  iiv  the  K/orai^;^^  atid'tliQjQdpMv^  J^«  « 
enjoy  tIie)fi9crMrk-mti)g^}ci£  inifMyiiiig  ^flir  .qiv« 
belief^«>&i;fae  iiaitiiniisf  wboa&'racsMk.0f^f^,tb^    . 
deride*.     For  the-  agatixost  ol  GhmUaaitj,^  tho 
Maliometiaisi.  are  txugiifr  by  th9  piropli^  ^  ^Ar,  * 
tertaib^  aft    inglt   and.  mjrsterJQm  ^QV^rep(?e*? 
^'  y«ril3^^  Christ  Jems, >t^he  son  of  Marj^/is  tfe^^esiu, 
<'  a^A38tle  of  i^od)  asd  his  woivi  whiohiiia  W^^ 
''  ve}i»€id  "into  Mary«  and  a  Spirit  i  pr«9f?0edi9g  > 
^'  fr<iOBrrliunr-:  iBKAioumble  in  iihn  morld^t  and  ia 
*'  this^fpiorid^  taocme;  and  one  oC  tho$e  wfao.ffK 
f'  prbacfa  neat*  to  the  presence  of  i  God.'"^    The. 
woad^tiiof  thd  genuine  aod  apocryphal  gospeb'' 
are  profusely  heaped  on  his  head ;  and  the  La- 
tin church  has  not  di9dained  to  bofrow  from  th& 

*  The  fikttidea  of  ^d^m^  iVool,  Abrakam,  Motes^  &c.  In  the  Bibiio- 
theque  of  d'Herbelot,  are  gaily  bedecked  with  the  fancirul  legends  of 
the  Mahometans,  \yho  have  built  on  the  ground-work  of  Scripture 
and  the  talmud. 

p  Koran,  c.  7,  p.  128,  &c. ;  c,  10,  p.  173,  &&  D'HcrUelot,  p. 
6^7,  &c. 

1  Koran,  c.  3,  p.  40 ;  c,  4,  p.  80.     D'Herbelot.  p.  399,  &c.  ' 

«  $«e  the  ^osp^I  of  S^  Thomas,  or  of  the  Infancy,  in  the  Codex 
Apocryphus  N.  T.  of  Fabricius,  who  collects  the  various  testimonies 
concerning  it,  (p.  128-158).  It  was  published  in  Cre6k  by  Cotelier, 
and  in  Arabip  by  Sike,  who  thinks  our  present  copy  more  recent  than 
Mahomet.  Yet  his  quotations  ^ree  with  the  original  about  the 
speech  of  Christ  in  his  cradle,  his  living  birds  of  cUy,  &c,  (Sike\  c.  1, 
p.  168,169;  c.  36,  p.  198,  199  i  c.  46,  p.  206.'  Cotelier,  c.  2,  p. 
160,  161). 


CHAP.  Kcffan  iihe  immaculate  oonwptioci'.  <rf.  Jii^.  visgin 
^  mother.  Yet  Jesus  was  a.  m^re^mortaV*.  wd»,ftt 
the  day  of  judgment,  his  ^ostimaqy  will  §^em  to 
eondemoi  both  tbe^Jew^  who.i]^ecA)|iim  ^  a 
prophet,  and  the  Christians,  wh^^adpn^  bj^,  as 
the  Son  of  God.  Tij^  m^li^e  pf  W?  i^ejs^s 
aspersed  hia  reputatio^j^  wd  ^Qpspiire4>  against 
his  life;  but  their  ii9^t^ti0Q.p»l7^^.(giultj||  a 
phantom  or  a  criminal.  vraa:3ubatHi;ilt^rO|i{4he 
crosa,  and  the  innocent  aaint  ww  tran$l#^d  to 
the  sey«ntb  heaven.V  During  six  humirp^yf^s 
the  gospel  was  the,  way  of  tmtk  and  siLyMfW^ 
but  the  Chnstftans  i9j»en$ibly  forgot,  both  the 
laws  and  tb^  example  of  their  founder;  lyidJ^a- 
hpmet  wfti  instmicted  by  the  GnostioCitQ^a^i^se 
the  chuirch^  a^  well  as  the.  synagqguei  ^  ^qx- 
niptiug  the  intptgrity  of  tiie  sacred  te^V"^.  ^l^e 

"  It  it  darklf  faliUed  in  the  Korsm,  (c  3,  p.  39)»  iuid  iA<i^deilrij 
cxftoiocd  l]|y  lUie  tmdilio*  ^f  the  Soiinit»ii.  (3ale?8/¥ote»  ,f f  4  fi/^m^ 
c'u  torn,  ii,  p.  U2).  In  the  xiith  cefitury,  the  immapulji^e  coiiceptipn 
was  condemned  by  St  Bernard  as  a  pi'esumptuotis  novelty,  (Vra  Pa- 
«j|o,  Ittoria  del  Condlto  di  "Prento,  UW  \  ^   "-.    -    *    r 

*  See  the  Koran*  9.  3,  v.  5S^  and  c  4^ .  ▼•  156j  .^.  Miufcci's  £• 
dition.  Deus  est  preestantissimu^  dolose  ttgentium  (an  odd'^hrase) 
,  .  •  •  nee  crucifixenint  euni^  sed  object^  est  eis  simUitudo:  a^  tx^ 
preafiion  tt\at  may  suit  with  the  systfip  qCtbe  Oocetes  ;^.bi|^  tji|^|»)«}. 
mentators  believe,  (Maracci,  tomlii,  p.  113>1I5, 173;  Sale,  p.  4^,  H^^ 
7^,  that  another  man«  a  friend  or  an  enemy,  was  pracifietf  In  the 
likeness  of  Jesus;  a  fable  which  thejr  had  read  in  the  gospel  .of  St. 
Bamabust  and  which  had  been  started  as'  early  as  the  time  of  Ire- 
nii^is^  by  ftome  EbiotiitiB  heretics,  <Beau9<>bre,  Hist:  du  Municheismc, 
torn,  ii,  p.  ta,    Mosheim  de  Re^  Chi*fsff:  pi  863).  *-        -f 

«  TMs  charge  |s  pbsmirely  urged  in  the  Koran,  (e.  S,  'pb  45) :  but 
tieJtlier  Mahomet^  "nor  his  followers,  are  suflklently  versed  ifa  lan- 
ugos and  Criticism  tp  give  any  weight  or  ooloiir  t6  their  suspicions. 
Yet  "the  Artans  «nd  Nestorlans  cofuid  rduve  Lottie  «tQt%§,  and  the 
ilUtei^ate  prophet  might  listen  to  the  b^ld  aasertityns  of  the  Mani- 
phttabi.  .  Ste  Bemiscbre,  tofti.' i;  p.  gW-30d,        i 


.ran. 
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piety  of  Moses  and  of  Christ  rejoiced  in  the  assur-    c  h  a  ?• 
ance  of  a  future  prophet,  more  illustrious  than       ^ 
themselves:  the  evangelic  promise  of  the  Para- 
clete, or  Holy  Gtost,  was  prefigured  in  the  name, 
and  accomplishedin  the  person,  of  Mahomet,*  the 
greatest  and  last  of  the  apostles  of  God, 

The  communication  of  ideas  recjuires  a  similir  '^^  ^^ 
tude  of  thought  and  language  :  the  discourse  of 
a  philosopher  would  vibrate  without  effect  on 
the  ear  of  a  peasant ;  yet  how  minute  is  the  dis* 
tance  of  their  understandings,  if  it  be  compared 
with  the  contact  of  an  infinite  and  a  finite  mind, 
with  the  word  of  God  expressed  by  the  tongue 
or  the  pen  of  a  mortal  ?  The  inspiration  of  the 
Hebrew  prophets,  of  the  apostles  and  evange- 
lists of  Christ,  might  not  be  incompatible  with 
the  exercise  of  their  reason  apd  memory ;  and 
the  diversity  of  their  genius  is  strongly  mark- 
ed m  the  slyle  and  composition  of  the  books 
pf  the  Old  and  New  Testament.  But  Ma- 
homet was  content  with  a  char^ter,  more  hun^ 
ble,  yet  more  sublime,  of  a  simple  editor:  the 
substance  of  the  Koran,^  according  to  himself 
or  his  disciples,  is  uncreated  and  eternal ;  sub- 
sisting in  the  e^sienqe  of  the  Deity,  and  inscribed 

'  Among  the  pippphofiet  of  tbe  Old  find  Kew  Toftament,  which  am 
perverted  b^  the  fraiitk  or  i^oranf  e  ef  the  Mussulmaiifl,  they  9pV^f 
to  the  prophet  the  prtimi«l;of  <he  Pmra^Utt,.or,CotSifort9t»  v^ifii  ht4 
been  aheady  nsMrp^  )>^:the  Montaiustft  >  and  Manichfleaof  •  (Boauso- 
bre,  Hist.  Cntu|u«.dtt  Maaicheiame,  torn.  i»  p.  26S^  ^)  %  and  the 
«a«y  change  of  iettera,  mfirnXw^  for  irtLf»»hivr»u  aifiBfTdfi  tbe  «rriaolQ» 
gy  of  the  m^i»e  pi  ]^i^ui99<^«d».iCMaEsiiPpi«  toou  i,  parjt  i,.p.  15-^).  ' 

'  For  the  Koran,  aeo  d'Jtterbelot,  p,  &5-88 ;  Maraeci,  torn,  i,  Ui 
^'it.  Mohammed,  p.  32-^^;  Sale,  Pr«;Uminaiy  Diwunnrw^  p.  56«^0. 
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CHAP,  with  a  pen  of  light  on  the  table  of  his  everlast- 
*«»J!lU^  ing  decrees.  A  paper  copy  in  a  volume  of  silk 
and  gems,  was  brought  down  to  the  lowest  hea- 
ven by  the  angel  Gabriel,  who,  under  the  Jewish 
economy,  had  indeed  been  despatched  on  the 
most  important  errands;  and  this  trusty  mes- 
senger successively  revealed  the  chapters  and 
verses  to  the  Arabian  prophet.  Instead  of  a 
perpetual  and  perfect  measure  of  the  divine  will, 
the  fragments  of  the  Koran  were  produced  at 
the  discretion  of  Ms^homet ;  each  revelation  is 
suited  to  the  emergencies  of  his  policy  or  pas- 
sion: and  all  contradiction  is  removed  by  the 
having  maxim,  that  any  text  of  scripture  is  a- 
brogated  or  modified  by  any  subsequent  passage. 
The  word  of  God,  and  of  the  apostle,  was  dili- 
gently recorded  by  his  disciples  on  palm-leaves 
and  the  shoulder-bones  of  mutton ;  and  the 
pages,  without  order  or  connection,  were  cast 
into  a  domestic  chest  in  the  custody  of  one  of 
his  wives.  Two  jnears  after  the  death  of  Ma- 
homet, the  sacred  volume  was  collected  and 
published  by  his  friend  and  successor  Abube- 
beker :  the  work  was  revised  by  the  caliph  Oth- 
man,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  Hegira ;  and 
the  various  editions  of  the  Koran  assert  the 
game  miraculous  privilege  of  an  uniform  and  in* 
corruptible  text.  In  <he  spirit  of  entfatisiasm  or 
vanity,  the  prophet  rests  the  truth  of  his  mission 
on  the  merit  of  his  book,  audaciously  chaiienges 
both  men  and  angels  to  imitate  the  beauties  of  a 
single  page,  and  presumes  to  as^rt  that  God  alone 
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could  dictate  this  incomparable  performancei*  chap* 
This  argument  is  most  powerfully  addressed  to  a  ^^,i',v*%* 
devout  Arabian,  whose  mind  is  (ittuned  to  faith 
and  rapture,  whose  ear  is  delighted  by  the  music 
of  sounds,  and  whose  ignorance  is  incapable  of 
comparing  the  productions  of  human  genius.^ 
The  harmony  and  copiousness  of  style  will  not 
reach,  in  a  version,  the  European  infidel :  he  will 
peruse  with  impatience  the  endless  incoherent 
rhapsody  of  fable,  and  precept,  and  declamation, 
which  seldom  excites  a  sentiment  or  an  idea,  which 
sometimes  crawls  in  thedust,and  is  sometimes  lost 
in  the. clouds.  The  divine  attributes  exalt  the 
fancy  of  the  Arabian  missionary  i  but  his  loftiest 
strains  must  yield  to  the  sublime  simplicity  of  the 
book  of  Job,  composed  in  a  remote  age,  in  the 
same  country  and  in  the  same  language,**  If  the 
composition  of  the  Koran  exceed  the  faculties  of 
a  man,  to  what  superior  intelligence  should  we 
ascribe  the  Iliad  of  Homer  or  the  Philippics  of 
Demosthenes  ?     In  all  religions,  the  life  of  the 

«  Koran,  c.  17,  v.  89.     In  Sale,  p.  235,  236.     In  Maracci,  p.  410. 

*  Yet  k  sect  of  Arabians  Was  persuaded,  that  it  might  be  equalled 
or  surpassed  by  an  h\imaQ  pen,  (Poooek,  Specimen,  p.  221,  &c.) :  and 
Maracci  (the  polemic  is  too  hard  for  the  translator)  derides  the  rhym. 
in^  affecGation  ot  the  most  applauded  passage,  (tom.  i,  part,  ii,  p.  69- 
75.) 

^  CoUoquia  (whether  real  or  fabulous)  in  media  Arabia  atque  ab 
Arabilms  habita,  (Lowth,  de  Poesi  Hebraeorum  Praftlect.  xxxii,xxxiii, 
xxxiv,  wiih  Wf  <>crmflii  editor  Michaelis,  Bpimetron  iv).  Yet  Mictiaci- 
is  (p.  671-673>  has  deeded  many  Egyptian  images,  the  elephantiasis, 
papyrus,  Nile,  crocodile,  &c.  The  language  is  ambiguously  sty Ie3, 
Arahiao^Hebfoa.  The  reiemblance  o£  Hie  sister  dialects  was  much 
more  visible  in  their  childhood  than  in  their  mature  age,  (Michaelis- 
p.  6S2.     Schultens,  in  Praefat.  Job). 


««V»V«*«««- 
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CHAP,  founder  supplies  the  silence  of  his  wtitteh  revefa-* 
^  tion :  the  sayings  of  Mahomet  were  so  maiijr  les- 
sons  of  truth ;  his  ^ctidkis  so  ih&lfty  examtiles  of 
virtue?  and^  *he  j^Wic  dud  "pmtA^  tiiettfttrials 
were  preserve  hy  his  thrives  and  ctrtti^atti&tis.  At 
the  end  of'tw^v  hundred  yei^^,  the  Shnna  dr  6fat 
Jaw  iva^  fix^  d^d  €btt^crat^  hf&i^  labors  of 
Al  Bochari,  wh4>  ^dlfcrifniitatetf  seveii  thbusand 
two  hundred -and  seventy-five  gentthife  tradWIoiw, 
from  9.iEiias8'0f  «hree  liundreA  thmisatid  i^^oHs, 
ftf'a  more  dotfbtftit  or  spurious  character; '  Each 
day  the  pious  Mithor  prayed  ^m  tfte  tefthrj)l^'of 
Mocea,  and  performed  his  ablutioifiis  Wkh*  the 
water  bf  Zeinzem;  the  page^  W*re  swecei6i&ely 
deposited  on  the  pulpitv  and  the  def^tili^Ki^ttftbe 
apostle  i  BtnA  the  work  has  been  appiwfed-by  fte 
four  orthodoT^  sects  of  the  Soniiites.^  ^  ^^  ' 

Mindes. '  The  mission  of  the  ancient  ptt>ph^ts;  tiFMbses, 
and  of  JesuS)  had  been  con^i'med  by  Many  Hfieti^ 
did  prodigies;  and  Mahomet  Wa^r  rep^tl^flly 
urged)  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  ahtf  Medina, 
to  produce  a  similar  evidence  of  his  dmiie  lega- 
tion^, to  call  down  from  heaven  the  aiigel  or  the 
volume  of  his  revelation,  to  create  a  garden  in 
tiie  desert,  or  to  kindle  a  conflagration  mth^ 
unbelieving  city.  As  often  as  he  is  pressed  by  the 
demands  of  the  Koreish,  he  itivoh'^es  himself  in 
the  obscure  boast  of  vision  and  prophecy,  s^ppeals 
to  the  internal  proofs  of  his  doctrine,  and^ietds 
himself  behind  the  providence  of  God,  who  re- 

<  Al  fiochari  died  A.  H.  21^4.    Sect  d'He^belaH,  p.208,  416,  S»7; 
Gjigni^r,  Not.  ad  Abulfed.  c.  19,  p.  33. 


faaeu^.tfaoa^  «||^r  and  .wquders  that  would  de-«  cmap. 

of  ui|l4^1ity^  rJRqj^  tbe.nwdft^tor  as^ny  taneoC 
Iw  fsq^ j^  )9Qj^9>ki$  wwb^es^l  una.  urexak)  w ; 

aQ4off|d^}ty,i^ifH*^^  th^a^fftBtbwiswtw^ 
fraqip^^lie  ft}m£^aiid  jjiweaf  h»  »8piiitu€d;i«Kplmtfli., 

q^^t^^^t;  t^^Viieiw^  sakit^dJby  rtOJ|es.;ttl|^i 
w^si^igupbcid.froaijiis  fiqgei:s;  tbft.Jte  fj^dtfe 
hurnggS^yO^^dibi^  sicki  aad^misad  the^ead  ;i^b^fc 
a.jl^^il^^qf^^^t^^im;  thafeacaipelco»apl^ii»ed 
tOrffpi^n  t^jta^f^uMier  iof  mutton  iiif4»rmedbiiq^ 
of  its  being  pqkpiied;  and.  that,  both  .anHnate? 
aQ4^iw;na(^ii)atore  wer^  equally  ^jf  at  to  the 
apaa?^.<?f,iGfl^-*  ' JHii  dreawo  4>f  a  i^c^utial 
jomrx^-i^^^rkHis]^  described  a$  a  real  a^d.cor^ 
povm^  Ttr^^)^saQtioa  A  mysterious  apipaU  th^ 
Boi:ak^>,GOaiVeyed  him  from  the  temple  of  Mei^ca 
to  th^t  of  ^enipalem :  with  his  companion  Ga.- 

^  S«e  iiiorc  remarkably,  Koran^  c.  2,  6,  12,  13, 17.  Prideaux  (Life 
o^  jAahtortiet,  p.  18,'  Id)  has  confounded  the  impf>stor.  Maracct,  with 
a  wpre, leaded  «pparatu8«  has  shewn  that  the  pasiagfii  which  aferiy 
his  nyraclp^  are  clet^  aivdfiosi|iye,  (Alcoran,  toiia,  i,  pftrt  ii,  p,  "^-l?)* 
and  those  which  seem  to  assert  them,  are  ambiguous  stud  insufiicient, 

(p.42M.|^-  '     •     '  '    ^  ■. 

f  ^.f]^;g^im«si|  Vist«Arabi»n»the|ext9f,Abalpb9Vafiua,pil7« 
the  notes  of  P9Cock^  p.  187-100;  d'Herbelot  Bibliothec^ue  Qrientale, 
p.  t^f  '^y;' Voyages  de  CharcDn,  torn,  iv^  p.  200-203.  Maracci  (AL* 
coran,  torn,  i,  p.  22-64)  has  most  laboriously  collected  and  confuted 
the  miracles  and  propbcfties  of  Mahomet,  whicl^  according  to  gpm^ 
writers,  amount  to  three  theusand.  ^:     o »»  ^ 
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CHAP,  hrml,  he  successivf |y  ascended  tbe  seven  heavet^ 
and  received  and  repaid  the  saiatetions  ctf  the 
patriarchy  the  prophetSt  and  the  angels,  in  their 
respective  man^ns.  Beyopd  t}|9  seventh  heaven, 
Msdiomet  aU^ne  waa. permitted  ^.  proceed;  he 
passed  the  veil  of  unity,  approache4  within  two 
bow-shot^  of  tb^  thrcme,  and  felt^a  cold  that 
pierced  him  to  th^  heart,  when 'his  shoulder  was 
i^uche4  by  th(S  hand  of  God.  After  tiiis  fami- 
liar though  important  conversation,  he  again  de- 
scended td  Jerusufem,  r^^iounted  the  Borak,  re- 
turned to  Mecca,itnd  p^formed  in  the  tentib  part 
of  a  night  the  journey  of  many  thousand  years.' 
According  to  another  legend,  the  apostle  con- 
founded in  a  national  assepibly  the  maliciouft  chal- 
lenge of  the  Koreish.  His  rsaistlesB  word  split 
asunder  the  orb  of  the  moon :.  the  obedient  planet 
stooped  from  her  station  in  the  sky»  accomplished 
the  seven  revolutions  round  the  Caaba»  atahited 
Mahomet  in  the  Arabian  tongue,  and  suddenly 
contracting  her  dimensions,  entered  at  the  collar, 
and  issued  forth  through  the  sleeve,  of  his  diirt^ 

'  The  nocturnal  journey  is  circumstantially  related  by  Abulfeda,  (in 
ViU  Mahommed.  c.  19,  p.  33),  who  wishes  to  think  it  a  vision;  by 
Prideaux,  {p*  31-40),  who  aggravates  the  aburdities$  and  by  Gagnier, 
(toiB«  i,  p.  2^3-343),  who  declares,  from  the  zealous  Al  Jannabi,  that 
to  denjr -this  journey,  is  to  disbelieve  the  Koran.  Yet  the  Koran,  with- 
out  naming  either  heaven  or  Jcruiialem,  or  Mecca,  has  only  dropt  a 
myyterioud  hint :  Laus  illi  qui  transtulit  seryum  suum  ab  oratorio 
Harilin  ad  oratorium  remotissimum,  (Koran,  c.  17*  v«  1^  In  Sforaccf, 
tpm.  ii,  p.  407  ;  for  Salens  version  is  more  licentious).  A  slendo'basis 
for  the  aerial  structure  of  tradition* 

9  In  the  prophetic  style,  which  uses  the  present  or  paat  for  the 
future^  Mahomet  had  said,— Appropinquavit  hora  et  scissaMt *luna, 
Cl|9iran,^.  54,  v.  1,  in  Maracd,  to».  ii,  p*  69fy    TtTi^^T^gore  of 

rhetoric 
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The  vfilgar  are  amused'  with  the  marvellous  chap. 
tales ;'  but  the  graves  of  the  Mussulman  doctors  ^.^Jl^^ 
imftttte  the  modesty  of  their  master,  and  indulge 
a  latitude  of  faith  or  interpretation.^  They 
nri^bt  speciously  allege,  that  in  |]ireaching  the 
r^igidfa,  it  was  needless  to  violate  the  harmony, 
of  ttature;  thaft  a  creed  unclouded  with  mystery 
miy  be  excused  fVom  miracles ;  and  that  the 
sword  df  Mahomet  was  not  l^ss  potent  than  the 
rod  of  Mosfes* 

The  polytheist  i^  oppressed  and  distracted  by  Precepu 
the  variety  of  superstition:  a  thousand  rites  of  met—  ^ 
Egyptian  origin  were,  interwoven  with  the  es-  j^^* 
s^nce  of  the  Mosaic  law :  and  the  spirit  of  the  ^^"^ 
gosperUaid'evaporatedin  the  pageantry  of  the 
diiiirch.    The  prophet  of  Mecca  was  tempted 
by  prejudice,  6r  policy,  or  patrTotism,  to  sanctify 
the  rites  of  the  Arabians,  and  the  custom  of 
visiting  the  holy  stone  of  the  Caaba.    But  the 
precepts  of  Mah6met  himself  inculcate  a  more 
simple  and  rational  i»ety :  prayer,  fasting,  and 
alms,  are  the  rel^ious  duties  of  a  Mussulman ; 
and  he  is  encouraged  to  hope,  that  prayer  will 

rhetoric  has  been  converted  Into  a  fact,  whioh  is  said  to  be  attested  b^ 
the  most  respectable  eye-witnesses,  (Maraeci,  toiki.  ii.  p*  690).  The  fes- 
tival is  still  celebrated  by  the  Peraiaas,  (Chardin,  torn,  iv,  p.  Ml) : 
and  the  legend  is  tediously  spun  out  by  Gagnier»  (Vie  de  Mahomet, 
torn,  i*  P-  183*234),  on  the  faith,  as  it  should  seem,  of  the  credulous 
Al  Jann^  Yet  a  Mahometan  doctor  has  arraigned  the  credit  of  the 
principal  witness,  (apud  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  187) ;  the  best  interpret- 
ers are  content  with  the  simple  sense  of  the  Koran,  (Al  Beidawi,  apud 
UoltiDgw.  HiaU  Orient.  1.  ii,  p.  30t) ;  and  the  ailence  of  Abulfeda  is 
worthy  of  a  prince  and  a  philosopher* 

^  Abulpharagiua,  in  Specimen.  Hist.  Arab.  p.  17 :  and  his  sceptic- 
ism is  justiaed  in, the  notes  of  Pecock,  p.  190^194,  from  the  pui^ 
authorities. 

VOL.  IX.  '         T 
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CHAP,   cany  him  half  wnj  to  God,  farting  wfll  brinf 
•-      ium  to  the  dowr  of  his  palace,  and  alms  will  gain 

faim  admittance.^  I.  According  to  the  tradi- 
tion df  the  nocturnal  journey,  the  apostle,  in  his 
personal  conference  with  the  Deity,  was  com- 
manded  to  impose  on  his  disciples  the  daily  oWi- 
gajtioA  of  fifty  prayers-  By  the  advice  of  Wfoses, 
he  applied  for  an  alleviation  of  th»  intolerable 
bnnden;  the  number  was  gradually  reduced  to 
fivjb  ;  wttiiout  any  <tispensation  of  business  or 
.pleasure,  ontrae  or  place,  the  devotion  of  the 
faiUifiil »  repeated  at  day-break,  at  npcai,  in  the 
afternoon,  in  the  evening,  and  at  the  fir^  watch 
of  the  n^ht ;  and,  in  the  present  deoay  of  reli- 
gious fervour,  our  travellers  are  edified  by  the 
profound  humility  and  attention  of  the  Turks 
and  Persians.  Cleanliness  is  the  key  of  prayer : 
Uie  frequent  lustration  of  the  hands,  the  face, 
and  the  body,  which  was  practised  of  old  by 
the  Arabs,  is  solemnly  enjdned  by  the  Koran ; 
and  a  pecmissi<m  is  formally  granted' to j  sup- 
ply with  sand  the  scarcity  of  waterv  T%e»  words 
and  attitudes  of  supplication^  as  it  is  perform* 
ed  either  sitting,  or  standing,  or  prostrate  on 

^  The  most  authentic  account  of  these  precqsts,  pilgrimage,  prayer, 
fasting,  alms,  and  ablutions,  is  extracted  from  the  Persian  and  A- 
Itebian  thfeolegians  by  Maracci,  fP^odrom.  part;'  ir,  p.  9-S4) ;  Rehud, 
(in  his  excellent  treatise  de  Reltgione  Mohammedlcl,  Utrecht^  1717. 
p.  67-123),  and  Chardin,  (Voyages  en  Perse,  torn,  ij^  p.  47-1^^)- 
Maracci  is  a  partial  accuser ;  but  the  jeweller,  Chardin,  hadioe  eyei 
of  a  philosopher;  and  Reland,  a  judicious  student,  had  travdtoi  over 
the  East  in  l^is  closet  at  Utrecht*.  The  zinh  letter  of  Touniefbrt 
(Voyage  du  Le^'ant,  tom«ii,  p.  325-3^0,  ini^jctaw)  describes- vhat  he 
had  seen  of  the  jeUgion  of  the  l>iirki. 
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the  gi^utid^  are  pi^escribed  by  eustom  or  author-   chap. 

itj,  but  the  prajer  is  poured  forth  iir  short  and !^ 

fervent  ejaculations  j  the  measure  of  zeal  is  not 
exhausted  hj  a  tedious  liturgy;  and  eaeh  Mussul- 
man, for  his  oVrn  person,  is  invested  irith  the 
character  of  a  priest.  Amongst  the  theists,  who 
r^ect  the  use  of  images,  it  had  been^  found  ne^ 
cessary  to  restrain  the  wanderings  of  the  fancy^ 
by  directing  the  eye  and  the  thought  towards 
a  kebla,  ot  visU^le  point  of  the  horizon^  The 
prophet  was  at  first  inclined  to  gratify  the  Jewa 
by  the  choice  of  Jerusalem ;  but  he  sowl  return- 
ed to  a  more  natural  partiality ;  and  five  times 
every  day  the  eyes  of  the  nations  at  Astracan,  at 
Fez,  at  Delhi,  are  devoutly  tmned  to  Hhe  holy 
temple  of  Mecca.  Yet  every  spot  for  the  seri^ 
ice  of  God  is  equally  pure;  the  Mahwnetans 
indifferently  pray  in  their  cfaaml)er  or  in  the 
street.  As  a  distinction  from  the  Jews  and 
Christians,  the  Friday  in  each  week  is  set  apart 
for  the  useful  institution  of  puUic  wot%bip :  the 
people  is  assembled  in  the  mosdb:  and  the  fanam4 
some  respectable  elder,  ascends  the  pulpit,  to  be^ 
gin  the  prayer  and  pronounce  the  sermon*  But 
the  Mahometan  religion  is  destitute  of  priest- 
hood or^ sacrifice;  and  the  independent  spirit  of 
fanaticism  looks  down  with  contempt  on  the  mi-^ 
nisters  and  the  slaves  of  superstition*  IL  The 
voluntary^  penance  of  the  ascetics,  the  torment 

k  Msbooiet  (Sale's  Koran,  c.  9,  p.  153)  reproathes  the  ChiistianB 
with  taking  tiMir  prints  and  tnonkfi  for  their  lorda,  besides  Oed.  Yet 
Mjuraed^ProdroBMis*  part  iii,|k^9»  TOy^xcusee  the  worship,  espeebAljr 
of  the  pope»  and  quotes^  from  the  Koraii  itself,  the  case  of  EhliSi  or 
%t»ti,  who  was  cant  fipooi  bMnren  for  reusing  to  adore  A^liQu 

t2 
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CHAP,  and  glorj  of  their  lives,  was  odious  to  a  prophet 
^  who  censured  in  his  eomp^ions  a  rash  row  of 
abstidiikig  from  flesh,  and  women,  and  sleep ;  and 
firnily  declare,  that  be  would  suffer  no  monks  in 
his  y^Ii^on.'  Yet  he  instituted,  in  each  year, 
a  fasi  of  thirty  days ;  and  streuuously  recom- 
inended  the  observance,  as  a  discipline  which 
purifies  the  soul  and  subdues  the  body^  as  a  sa- 
lotary  exercise  of  obedience  to  the  will  of  God 
«nA  his  apostle.  During  the  month  of  Ramadan, 
fironi  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the  sun,  the  Mus* 
fiulman  abstains  from  eating,  and  drinking,  and 
women,  and  baths,  and  perfumes ;  from  all  nou^ 
rishment  that  can  restore  his  strength,  from  all 
(lleAi^ure  that  can  gratify  his  senses.  In  the  revo- 
lution of  the  lunar  year,  the  Ramadan  coincides 
by  turns  with  the  winter  cold  and  the  summer 
heat ;  and  the  patient  martyr,  without  assuaging 
bis  thirst  with  a  drop  of  water,  must  expect  the 
close  of  a  tedious  and  sultry  day.  The  inter- 
diction of  wine,  peculiar  to  some  orders  of  priests 
or  het'mits,  is  converted  by  Mahomet  alone*  into 
a  positive  and  general  law  ;"*  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  globe  has  abjured,  at  his  com- 
Utiond,  Uie  use  of  that  salutary,  though  dangerous, 
liqnor.    These  painful  Restraints  are,  doubtless, 

1  Koran,  c.  5,  p.  94,  and  Sales  note,  which  refers  to  the  authority 
of  JalMloddin  and  Al  Beidawi.  D'Herhelot  dedarea,  ijmt  Mahomet 
oondenmed  la  vie  religieutt  f  and  that  the  first  swarms  •of  faUrv,  dcr- 
vises.  Sic  did  net  appear  ^ftill  after  the  year  300  of  the  Hegka,  (Bibliot 
Orient,  p.  202,  TIS). 

•>  See  the  double  prohibition,  (Koran,  c.  2«  p.'25 ;  e^ia^  pw  94);  tbe 
onein  the  atylm  of  a  legidator,  the  other  in  that  of  a  fanatic.  The  puV 
lic  and  private  motives  of  Mjuhomet  are  investigated  by  Prideaux  iUSc 
of  Mahomet,  p.  62-64)  and  Sale,  (Preliminary  Diteourse,  p.  12A}. 
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infringed  by  the  libertine  and  eluded  by  the  hy-  chap. 
pocrite  7*  but  the  legislator,  by  whom  they  are  ^^J^^^^^ 
enacted,  cannot  surely  be  accused  of  alluring  his 
proselytes  by  the  indulgence  of  ^tbeir  $ewual  ap- 
petites. III.  The  charity  f  of  the  Mahometans 
descends  to  the  animal  creation ;  ^and  the  Koran 
repeatedly  inculcates,  not  as  a  merit,  but!  as  R 
strict  and  indispensable'  duty,  the  relief  qf  the 
indigent  and  ui^ortunafte.  Mahomet,  per^HyA 
is  the  only  lawgiver  who  has  definec^^  !ff<Sl^ 
measure  of  charity :  the  standard  may  ^9fywiti^ 
the  degree  and  nature  of  property,  as  it  ^Qpsists 
either  in  money,  in  corn  or  catUe,  ua  fcuite  or 
merchandise ;  but  the  Mussulman  does  nc^^j^^c^ 
complish  the  law,  unless  he  bestows  a  tenth  >of\Af 
revenue;  and  if  .his  conscience  accuses,  him  of 
fraud  or  extortion,  the  tenth,  under  the  idea  of 
restitution,  is  enlarged  to  a^^fih."  Benevolence 
is  the  foundation  of  justice,  since  ^e  are  forbid 
to  injure  those  whom  we  are  bound  to  assist<  A 
propdbbet  .may>  rev«al  the  secrets  of  heavien  and  of 
futuiity ;  but.  in^hjs  moral  precepts  he  can  only 
repeat.the  less^uas  of  our  own  hearts. 

The  two  articles  of  belief^  and  die  four  prac-  Resurreo. 
tlQal  diities  of  Jslam,  are  guarded  by  rewards  and  ^^ 
punishfnents ;  and  ttie  faith  of  the  JVf ussulman  is 

^  The  jealousy  of  Maracci  (Prodroxnus,  partiv,  p.  S3)  prompts  him 
to  enainemte  the  more  liberal  alms  of  the  catholics  of  Rome.  Fifteen 
^Mat  bMpitote  are  open  to  many  thousand  patients  and  pilgrims*  fif* 
teen  hundred  maidena  ara  annually  portioned,  fif^-aix  charity  schooli 
are  founded  for  both  sexes,  one  hundred  and  twenty  confraternities 
relieve  the  wants  of  their  boethren^  &c.  The  benevolence  of  London 
»  •cilli^orc  oKtensive  9  but  I  am  afrsid  that  m«ch  more  i»'to  i>e  a* 
s^vibed  to  the  humanity,  than  to  the  reUgion*  of  the  peopleu 

...  t3  • 
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devoutly  fixed  om  the  eveiit  of  the  judgment  and 
the  last  day.    The  prophet  has  not  presumed  M 
determine  the  moment  of  that  awful  catastrophe, 
though  he  darkly  annoui|ces  the  sigas^  both  in 
heaven  and  earth,  which  will  precede  the  iini- 
▼ersal  dissQlutipni  when  life  shall  be  destroyed, 
and  the  order  of  creation  shall  be  confounded  in 
the  pf?imitiVe  chaos.    At  the  blast  of  ^he  trum- 
pet, pew  worlds  will  statt  inty  being;  angels, 
genii,  and  men,  will  arise  from  ihe  dead,  and 
the  human  soul  will  again  be  united  to  the  body. 
The  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  was  fir^t  enter- 
tainedby  theEgjrptians;^  andtheirmuminieswere 
embalmed)  their  pyramids  were  cpnstructefi,  to 
preserve  the  anciept  mftnsipn  of  the  soul,  during 
II  period  of  three  thousand  years.    But  the  at- 
tempt is  partial  an4  unavailing ;  and  it  is  with 
a  more  philosophic  spirit  that  M^honspt  relies 
on  the  pfnnipot^nce  pf  the  Creator,  whose  word 
can  re*animate  \he  breathless  day 9  fmd  collect 
the  innuinerable  atoms,  that  no  longer  reUup 
their  form  of  substance.?  The  intermediate  state 
pf  the  soul  it  is  hard  to  decide ;  and  thosp  who 
most  finnly  believe  her  immaterial  nature,  are 
fit  a  loss  to  understand  how  she  can  think  or  act 
without  the  agency  pf  the  organs  pf  sense. 

*  See  Herodotus,  (1.  ii,  c.  ItS)^  and  out  learned  countryman  Sir  Joba 
Marsham,  (Canon.  ChroniQus,  p.  46).  The  A^nt  of  the  same  writer 
(p.  254U2H)  la  an  elaborate  sketch  of  the  infernal  regions,  ss  they 
were  painted  by  the  fancy  of  the  Egyptians  and  Greeks,  of  the  poeu 
and  philosofiherB  of  antiquity. 

p  The  Koran  (c  t,  p.  S59,  &c. ;  of  Sale,  p.  32 ;  of  Maracd,  p.  9T) 
relates  an  ingenious  miracle^  whidi  satisfied  the  curioaity,  and  con^ 
ikmed  the  faitbt  of  Abraham. 
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The  reunion  of  the  soul  and  body  will  be  fcir  ch  af. 
lowed^by  the  final  judgment  of  mankind;,  and^iin       ^ 


bi&  copy  of  the  Magian  pieture,  the  profdii^t  has  Heii  and 
too  faith&Hjr  represented  tlw  foniWK^proce^^ngV  paradttc. 
and  even  the  slow  and  successive  operatiooa^of  aa 
earthly  tribunal.  By  his  intolerant  adversaries  he 
is  upt»*aided  for  extending»  even  tothemselvea, 
the  hope  of  salvation ;  for  asserting  the  blai^kest 
heresy,  that  every  man  who  believes  in  6od,  and 
accomplishes  good  works,  may  expect  in  the  last 
day  a  favourable  sentence*  Such  rational  indif- 
fermice  is  ill  adapted  to  the  character  of  a  fanatic; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  a  messenger  from  heaven 
should  depreciate  the  value  ^nd  necessity  of  his 
own  revelation.  In  the  idiom  of  the  Km-aoa,*^ 
the  belief  of  God  is  inseparable  from  that  of  Ma- 
homet ;  the  good  works  are  those  which  he  has 
enjoined ;  and  the  two  qualifications^  imply  the  i 

profession  of  Mam,  to  which  all  nations  and  all 
sects  are  equaly  invited.  Their  spiritual  blind- 
ness, tiiough  excused  by  ignorance  and  crowned 
with  virtue,  will  be  scourged  with  everlasting  tor- 
ments; and  the  tears  which  Mahomet  shed  over 
the  tomb  of  his  mother,  for  w'hom  he  was  for- 
bidden tcj'pray,  display  a  striking  contrast  of  tai^ 
manity  and  enthusiasm.''    The  doc»n  of  the  4n-^ 

'  The  candid  Reland  has  demonstrated,  that  Mahomet  damns  aH 
unbelievers,  (de  Religion.  Moham.  p.  12S-t43);  that  devils  will  not 
be  finally  saved,  (p.  196:-199)  ;  that  paradise  will  not  soldi/  consist  o^ 
corporeal  delights,  (p  ld9>205)  ;  and  that  womenV  souls  are  immor- 
tal, (p.  205-309).  •  X 

'  Al  Beidawij  apud  Salf,  Koran,  c.  9,  p.  164.  The' refusal  to  pray 
for  an  unbelieving  kindred,  is  justilied,  according  to  Maliomet,  by 
the  duty  of  a  prophet,  and  the  example  of  Abraham,  who  reprobated 
his  owp  father  as  an  tnemy  of  God.  Yet  Abraham,  (he  adds,  <x  9, 
V  X\^y  Maracci,  torn,  ii,  p.  317),  fuit  saoe  piu^  niitis. 


L. 
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CHAP,  fideb  is  comiD^i :  the  nuttsitre  of  thdr  guilt  and 
punuhment  is  detemuned  by  the  degree  of  evi- 
dence which  they  have  rejected*  by  the  m^^ude 
of  the  errors  which  they  hftre  eiitei4»ined :  the 
eternal  mansions  of  thi^Christianfl»  the  Jews,  the 
Sabians»  the  Magians,  and  the  idolatafs,  are  wnk 
below  each  other  in  the  abyssi;  and  the  lowest  hell 
is  resarved  for  the  faithless  hypocrites  who  have 
assumed  the  mask  of  religion.  After  the  greats 
part  of  mankind  has  been  condemaed  for  their 
opinions,  the  true  believers  only  will  be  judged 
by  their  actions*  The  good  and  evil  of  each 
Mussulman  will  be  accurately  weighed  in  a  real  or 
allegcMical  balance,  and  a  singular  mode  of  com* 
pensation  will  be  allowed  for  the  payment  of  in- 
juries i:  the  aggressor  will  refund  an  equivalent  of 
his  own  good  actbns,  for  the  benefit  of  the  per<> 
son  whom  he  has  wronged ;  and  if  he  should  be 
destitute  of  any  moral  property,  the  weight  of  his 
sins  will  be  loaded  with  an  adequate  share  of  the 
demerits  of  the  sufferer.  According  as  the  shares 
of  guik  OF  virtue  shall  preponderate,  tiie  sentence 
will  be  pronounced,  and  all,  without  distinction, 
will  pass  over  the  sharp  and  perilous  bridge  of  the 
9byss;  but  the  innocent,  treading  in  the  footsteps 
of  Mahomet^  will  gloriously  enter  the  gates  of 
paradise,  while  the  guilty  will  fall  into  the  first  and 
mildest  of  the  seven  hells.  The  term  of  expiation 
will  varyt  from  nine  hundred  to  seven  thousand 
years ;  but  tht  prophet  has  judiciously  promised, 
that  aU  his  disciples,  whatever  maybe  their  sins, 
shall  be  saved,  by  their  own  faith  and  his  interces- 
sion, from  eternal  damnation.  It  is  not  surpris* 
|ng  that  superstitiap  should  act  most  powerflilly 
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on  tbeftsars  of  her  votaries,  since  the  human  fancy   chap, 
can  paint  with  more  energy  the  misery  than  the  ^^^^^ 
bli98  ef  a  future  life.     With  the  two  simple  ele-        """* 
me&ts  of  dai^knesa  and  fire,  we  create  a  sensation 
of  pain,  whick  nmy  be  aggrlAvated  to  an  infinite 
degree  by  liie  idea  of  endless  duration,  i  But  the 
same  idea  operates  with  an  opposite  effect  on'  the 
continiii^  of  pleasure ;  and  too  much  of  our  pre- 
sent  enjoyments  is  obtained  from  the  relief  tir  the 
comparison  of  evil.    It  is  naluml  enough  that  an 
Arabian  prophet  should  dwell  with  rapture  on  the 
groves,  the  fountains^  and  the  rivars,  of  paradise t 
but  instead  of  inspiring  ti^blessedinhabitants  with 
a  liberal  taste  for  harmony  and  science,  conversa-- 
tion  and  friendships  he  idly  celebrates  the  pearls  . 
and  diamonds,  the  robes  of  silk,  palaoes  of  mar^ 
ble»  dishes  of  .gold>  rich  wines,  artificial  dainties, 
numerous  attendants,  and  the  whole  train  oltsens 
sua!  and  costly  luxury,  which  becomes  insipid  teethe 
owner,  even  in  the  short  period  of  this  mortal  fife; 
Seventy-two  houris,  or  black-eyed  girls,  of  re-  ' 
splendent  beauty,  blooming  youth,  vii^gin  purity, 
and  exquisite  sensibility^  will  be  created  for  the  use 
of  the  meanest  believer ;  a  moment  of  pleasure 
will  be  prolonged  to  a  thoi^and  years,  and  his 
faculties  will  be  mcreased  an  hundred  fold,  to 
render  him  worthy  of  his  felicity.   Notwithstand- 
ing 4  vulgar  prejudice,  the  gates  of  heaven  will  - 
be  open  to  both  sexes ;  but  Mahomel  has  n6t? 
specified  the  male  companions  of  the  female  elect, '^ 
lest  he  should  either  alarm  the  jealousy  of 'thcSr 
former  husbands,  or  disturb  theft-  felicity,  by  tbe  * 
suspicion  of^n  ev^lasting  marriage.  This  image 
pf  a  carnal  paradise  has  provoked  the  indignation. 
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CHAP,  perhaps  the  etity,  of  the  monks:  thej  disclaim 
against  the  impure  religion  of  Mahomet',  and  his 
inodest  apologists  are  driven  to  the  poor  Accuse  of 
figures  and  allegories.  But  the  sounder  and  more 
consistent  party  adhere»  without  shame,  to  the 
literal  interpretation  of  the  Koran;  useless  would 
be  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  unless  it  were 
restored  to  the  possession  and  exerdse  of  its  wor- 
thiest faculties;  and  the  union  of  sensual  and  in- 
tellectual enjoyment  is  requisite  to  complete  the 
happiness  of  the  double  animal,  the  perfect  man. 
Yet  the  joys  of  the  Mahometan  paradise  will 
not  be  confined  to  the  indulgence  of  luxury  and 
appetite ;  and  the  prophet  has  expressly  declar- 
ed, that  all  meaner  happiness  will  be  forgotten 
and  despised  by  the  saints  and  martyrs,  who 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  beatitude  of  the  divine 
vision.* 

'^re^hS's*  '^^^  ^''^*  ^°^  ™^^*  arduous  conquests  of  Ma- 
fit  Mepca,  hornet*  were  those  of  his  wife,  his  servstnt,  his 
A.  D.  ao9, 

'  For  the  day  of  judgment,  hell,  paradise,  &£.  ^nault  the  Koran, 
(c.  2,  y.  25 ;  c.  56,  78,  &c.)t  with  Maracci*s  virulent,  but  learned, 
refutation,  (in  his  notes,  and  in  the  Prodromus,  part  iv,  p.  78,  120, 
122,  &€.);  d'Herbelot,  (BiUiotheque  Orientale,  p.  368»  375);  Iceland, 
<p.  47*j61),  and  Sale,  (p.  76>103).  The  original  ideas  of  the  Magi 
are  darkly  and  doubtfully  explored  by  their  apologist  Dr.  Hyde, 
(Hist.  Religioni«  Persanim,  c.  32,  p.  402-412,  Oxon.  1760).  In  the 
article  of  MahQpaet,  Bayle  has  shewn  how  indifferently  wit  a«d  phi- 
losophy supply  the  absence  of  genuine  information. 

*  Before  I  enter  on  the  liistory  of  the  prophet,  it  is  incumbent  on 
4liejta  produce  my  evidence.  The  Latin,  Frei^ch.  and  English  versions 
of  the  Koran,  are  preceded  by  historical  discourses,  and  the  three  trans- 
lators, Maracci,  (torn,  i,  p.  10-32)^  Savary,  <tom.  i,  p.  1-248),  and 
Sftle,  <Preliminary  Discourse,  p.  33-56),  had  accurately  studied  the 
.  language  and  character  of  |heir  author.  Two  prpfessed  lives  of 
^  Mahomet  have  been  composed  by  Dr.  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet, 
sev^th  edition,    London,   1718,  in    octavo)   and    the    count   de 

Boulaiovilliers, 
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pupH»  and  his  friend  ;'^  since  he  presented  him^  chap. 
self  as  a  prophet  to  those  who  were  most  con-  ^^^^ 
versant  Vith  his  infirmities  as  a  man,  Yet  Cadijah 
believed  the  words,  and  cherished  the  glory,  og 
her  fatisband;  the  obsequious  and  affectionate 
Zeid  was  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  freedom ; 
the  illustrious  Ali,  the  son  of  Abiii  Taleb,  em^ 
braced  the  sentiments  of  his  cousin  with  the 
spirit  of  a  youthful  hero ;  and  the  wealth,  the 
moderation,  the  veracity  of  Abubeker,  confirm* 
ed  the  religion  of  the  prophet  whom  he  was 
destined  to  succeed.  By  his  persuasion,  ten  of 
the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Mecca  were 
introduced  to  the  private  lessons  of  Islam ; 
they  yielded  tb  the  voice  of  reason  and  enthusi- 

Boulainyilliers,  (Vie  de  Mahomed,  Lot^dres,  1730,  in  octaTo) ;  but  the 
advene  wish  of  finding  an  impostor  or  s^n  hero,  hafl  too  often  cor* 
Tupted  the  learning  of  the  doctor  and  the  ingenuity  of  the  count* 
The  article  in  d*Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.   598-603}  is  chiefly 
4rawn  from  Novairi  and  Mircond ;  but  the  best  and  mdst  authentic 
•r  our  guides  is  M.  Gegnier,  a  Frenchman  by  birth*  and  prpfessor  nt 
Oxford  of  the  oriental  tongues.     In  tuf  o  elaborate  works,  (Ismael  A- 
bulfeda  de  Vita  et  Rebus  gestis  Moh^Ynmedis,  &c.  Latine  yertit, 
Prsefatioqe  et  Notis  iUustravit  Johannes  Gagnier,  Oxon.  1723^  in  fo- 
lio ;  lia  Vie  de  Mal^pmet  traduite  et  compil^e  de  1* Alcoran,  4^s  Tra- 
ditions au^hentiques  de  la  Senna  et  des  meilleurs  Auteurs  Arabest 
Amsterdam*  1748,  3  toIs.  in  ISmo),  he  has  interpreted,  illustrated, 
and  supplied  the  Arabic  text  of  Abulfed^  and  Al  JannaU ;  t^e  first, 
an  enlightened  prince,  who  reigned  at  Hamab,  in  Syria,  A.  D.  1310- 
^333,  (see  pagnier  Prsfat.  ad  Abulfed.)  ;  the  second,  a  credulous  doc- 
tor, who  visited  Mecca  A.  D.  1556,  (d*Herbelot,  p.  397  ;  Gagnier, 
toin.  iii,  T^  2Q9>  210),    Tliese  are  spy  general  vouchers,  and  the  in- 
quisitive reader  may  follow  the  order  of  time,  and  the  division  of 
chapters.    Yet  I  must  observe,  that  both  Abulfeda  and  Al  Jann'abi 
are  modern  historians,  and  that  they  cannot  appeal  to  any  writers  of 
the  first  century  of  the  Hegira* 

«  After  the  Greeks,  Prideaux  (p.  8)  discloses  the  secret  doubts  of 
the  wife  of  Mahomet.  As  if  he  had  been  a  privy  counsellor  of  the 
prophet,  Boulainvilliers  (p,  372,  ^.)  unfolds  the  sublime  and  patii* 
otu;  views  of  Cadijal^  and  the  first  disciples. 


%'««.«.«<««^^% 
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oHAF.  asm;  thej  repeated  the  fundamental  croM,— 
L.  ^*  There  is  but  one  God,  and  Mahomet  is  the  a- 
postle  of  God  f  and  their  faith,  even  in  this 
Kfe,  was  rewarded  with  riches  and  honours,  with 
the  cotaimand  of  armies  attd  the  government  of 
inngdomfs.  Three  years  were  silently  employed 
in  the  conversion  of  fourteen  proselytes^  the  first 
fruits  of  his  mission ;  but  in  the  fourth  year  he 
assumed  the  prophetic  office, 'and  resolving  to 
impnrt  to  his  family  the  l^t  of  divine  truth,  he 
prepared  a  banquet,  a  lamb,  as  it  is  said>  and  a 
bowl  <^mi)k,for  the  entertainment  tiffor«fgi]fests 
of  the  race  of  Hashem.  *^  Friends  and  lansmen," 
said  Mai^met  to  the  assembly,  *^  I  ^offer-jou, 
•*'  and  I  alone  -can  oflier,  the  most  jHrecSous  of 
**  gifts,  the  treasures  of  this  world  and  of  the 
**  world  to  come.  God  has  commanded  me  to 
**  call  you  to  his  service.  Who  attiong  you  will 
**  support  my  burden  ?  Wha  among  you  will 
**  be  my  companion  and  my  vi^r  ?"^  No  an- 
swer was  retufned,  till  the  silence  of  astonish- 
mentv^  and  doubt,  and  contempt,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  impatient  courage  of  All,  a  youth 
ki  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  ^  "  O  prophet, 
*'  I  am  the  man :  whosoever  rises  against  thee,  I 
**  will  dash  out  his  teeth,  tear  out  bis  eyes,  break 
"ihis  legs,  r^i  up  his  belly.  O  pi^phet^  I  will 
*•  bte  thy  vizir  oter  them.*'  Mahomet  ailcepted 
his  oflGpr  with  transport,  and  Abu  Taleb  Was  iro- 

,     "\        ;•'     •  :.;  '       •   ;        •        »         ■  '        '    IV      .d    t 

*  Feting,  pwrtitor,  hajvltu,  <mu$feren»  t  and  this  plebeiaiti  ft$mt  ww 
transferred  by  an  apt  metaphor  to  the  pillars  of  the  state,  (Cagnlcr» 
Hdi,  ad  ABcflfed,  p.' W)/  1  enfteavWio^reservfeWe  Arabian  idiom, 
as  far  as'I  cati  fe,9lHtImysfe}f,'in  fttLatin  or  French  trahslation.  'A 
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nicalljr  exhorted  to  respect  the  wperior  dignity  chap. 
of  his  son.  In  a  more  serious  twie,  the  father  ^J;^^^^^^ 
of  All  advisM  his  nephew  to  reli]:viuish<)his  im* 
practicable  design.  ^<  Spase  your  remonstran* 
*^  cesy"  replied  the  intrepid. fanatic  to  his  uncle 
and  benefactor;  <<  if  they  should  place  the^sun 
<^  on  my  bright  hand  and  the  motm  ea  my  left, 
<^  th^  should  not  divert  ma  fi^ipi  ^y  course." 
He  pei^evered  ten  years  in  the  exercise  of.  his 
mission ; :  and  the  religion  which  has  ovenspread 
the  East  and  the  West^  advanced  with  a^  slow 
and  painful  progress  within  the  walls  of  Mecca* 
Yet  Mahmnet  enjoyed  the  satisfactioa  of  be** 
holding,  the  increase  of  his  infant  congregation 
of  unitarians,  .who  revered  him  as  a  prophet^ 
and  to  whom  he  seasonably  dispensed  the  spi- 
ritual nourishment  of  the  Koran*  The  num- 
ber of  proselytes  may  be  esteemed  by  the  ab- 
sence of  eighty-thf  ee  men  and  eighteen  women; 
who  retired  to  Ethiopia  in  the  se^senth  year  of 
his  mission ;  and  his  party  wasfortiffied  by  the 
timely  conversion  of  his  uncle  Hamsa,  and  of 
the  fierce  and  inflexible  Chnar,  who  signalised 
in  the  cause  of  I&lam  the  same  .zeal  which  he 
had  exerted  for  its  destruction.  Nor  waa  the 
charity  of  Mahomet  confined  to  the  tribe  of 
Koreish  or  the  precinqts  of  Mecca »  oii  solemn 
festivals,  in  the  days  of  pilgrimage,  he  fre- 
quented the  C^ba,  accosted  th$  $tr0ng^s  of 
every  tribe,  and  urged,  both  in  private  ccwiverse 
find  public  discourse,  the  belief  and  worship 
of  a  sole  deit}%  Conscious  of  his  n^asg^n  and 
of  his  weakness,  he  asserted  the  liberty  of  oon 
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CHAP,   science^  and  disclaiiMd  the  iise  of  reli|^ou!i  no- 
^«Jr%^^  lence:^  but  he  called  the  Arabs  to  repentance, 
and  conjured  them  to  remember  the  anckftit 
idolaters  of  Ad  and  Thamud,  whom  the  divine 
justice  had'  swept  awaj  froni  the  face  of  the 
earth.' 
S'SriS      The  people  of  Mecca  was  hardened  in  their 
"^^•^.0  unbelief  by  superstition  and  mvf.    The  dders 
629,        of  the  city»-  the>  uncles  of  the  prophet,  affect- 
^ed  to  despise  the  presumption,  of  an  orphan, 
the  reforma*  of  his  country;  the  pious  orations 
of  Mahomet  in  the  Caaba  were  answered  by 
the  clameurs  of  Abu  Taleb.   ^*  Citizens  and 
^'  pilgrims,  listen  not  to.  the  tempter,  hesftrk- 
**  en  not  to  hia  itnj^ous  novelties.     Stand  fast 
<'  in  the  worship  of  Al  Lata  and  Ai  UbssA" 
Yet  the  son  of  Abdallah  was  ever  dear  to 
the  aged^'chid*;   and  he  protected  the^  fame 
and  person  of  his  nephew  a^^inst  the  assaults 
of  the  Koreishites,  who  had  Unttg  been  jea- 
lous of  the  pne^-eminence  of^^the  fami^^^.Ha- 
shem.     Their  malice  ^Hs  ^colo^o^  witb  the 
pretence  of  religion:   in  tkte  age^M*  fob,  the 
crime  of  impiety  was  punished  by  the  Arabian 

'  The  passages  of  tbe  Koran  in  behalf  of  toleration*  are  str<i»|^  Mid 
numerous:  c.  3,  v.  257;  c.  16, 129 ;  c.  17,  54;  c.  45, 15;  c.  50,39; 
&  iS,  21,  &&  with  the  notei  of  9ftart«oci  <Afid^84le.  l^s  eharvcter 
•lonp  nuij  generally  ^eci^a  the,  doubts  of  ^fk  l^ff^i  whc;^er  a  ol^^ 
ter  was  revealed  at  Mecca  or  Medina. 

•  See  the  Koran  (passim,  dnd  espeeiallf  e/  7,'  '^.  ttS»  lii^lS^)  and 
the  tradition  of  the  Arabs,  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  85-37).  The  ca- 
terns  of  the  tribe  of  Thamund,  fit  fqr  men  of  the  o^inary  stataret  were, 
shewn  ih  the  midway  between  Medina  and  Damascus,  (Abuli^ed.  Arahiie 
Betcript.  p»  43,  44),  apd  vm^  he  probably  ascribed  to  the  frof^iodibfs 
of  the  primitive  world,  (Michaelis,  ad  Lowth  de  Poesi  Hebrseer*  p* 
131-134  f  Recherches  sur  les  Egyptiens,  torn.  ii»  p.  48>  &c)* 
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mai^trate;*  and.  Mahomet  was  guilty  of  d^  orap* 
siting  a|id  4enjing  the  natioaal  deities.  But  ^^J^^^^ 
so  loose  was  the  policy  of  Mecca,  that  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Koreish,  instead  of  accusing  a  criminal, 
were  compelled  to  employ  the- measures  of  per- 
suasion or  violence*  They  repeatedly  addressed 
Abu  Taleb  .in  the  style  of  reproach  luid  menace. 
*«  Thy  nephew  reviles,  our  reUgion;  he  accuses 
*^  our  wise  forefathers  of  ignoyauce  and  folly ; 
*^  sU^ce  him  quickly^  lest  he  kindle  tumult  aad 
*•  disoprd  in  the  city.  If  he  |;>erseverey  we  shaU 
'^  draw,  our  swords  against  him  and  his  adber* 
^^  ents,  and  tfaeu  wilt  be  responsible  for  the  blood 
"  o{;,thy  fellow-citiisens.''  The  weight  and  mo- 
deration  of  Ahu  Taleb  eluded  the  violence  of  re- 
ligious faction ;  the  most  helpless  or  timid  of  the 
disciples  retired  to  Ethiopia,  and,  the .  prophet 
withdrew  hipiself  to  variou^i^  places  of  strength 
in  the.town  and  country.  As  he  was  sUU  3up^ 
port«|i  by  his  Isunily,  the  rest,of  the  tribe  of  Ko- 
reisK  engaged  themselves  to  renounce  all  inter- 
course with  the  children  of  Ilashem»  neither  to 
buy  DfH*  sell,  neither  to  marry  nor  to  give  ip 
marriage,  but  to  purme  th^n  with  implacaUe 
enmity,  till  they  should  deliver  the  person  of 
Mahomet  to  the  justice  of  the  gods.  The  decree 
WM^  suspend^  in  the  Caaba  before  tlie  ey^s  of 
the  nation ;  the  messengers  of  the  Koreish  fnr- 
sued^tl^e  Mussulman  exiles  in  the  heart  of  Africa; 

<•    •  .  .  .    •  ^  •    -.  •  .     '. 

^  In  tiie  time  of  Job»  the  crime  of  impiety  was  punished  by  the 
Arabiail  magistrate,  (c.  l'3,  v.  26,  87,  28).  I  bliti\i  for  a  respectable 
prelate,  (de^  Poesi-  Hebneomm, -  p,  6dS,  651  ^  e&iu  MichaeHs :  am! -lif- 
ter 9€  a  late  profeaeor  in  the  universitj  of  Oxfond,  p.  I5..^3),  who 
justifies  and  applauds  this  patriarclu:d  fftqnisifion^         '- 
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CHAP,  they  besieged  the  prophet  and  his  most  fkithM 
%*«Jl««*  followers,  intercepted  their  water,  and  inflamed 
their  mutual  animosity  by  the  retaUation  of  in- 
juries and  insults.  A  doubtfol  truce  restored  the 
appearances  of  concord,  till  the  death  of  Abu 
Taleb  abandoned  Mahomet  to  the  power  of  lus 
enemies,  at  the  moment  when  he  was  deprived 
cf  his  domestic  comforts  by  the  loss  of  his  faith- 
ful and  genefoos  Ca^jah.  Abu  Sophian,  the 
chief  of  the  brandi  of  Ommiyah,  succee^ted  to 
the  principality  of  the*  republic  of  Mecca.  A  zeal- 
ous votary  of  the  idols,  a  mortal  foe  ^  the  line 
of  Hashem,  he  convened  an  assembly  of  the  Ko- 
reisbites  and  their  allies,  to  decide  the  fate  of  the 
apostle.  His  imprisonment  mi|^t  provoke  the 
despair  of  his  enthusiasm ;  and  the  exile  of  an 
eloquent  and  popular  fanatic  would  diffuse  the 
misdiief  through  the  provinces  of  Arabia.  His 
death  was  resolved;  and  they  agreed  that  a'8W<ml 
from  each  tribe  should  be  buried  in  his  heart,  to 
divide  the  guilt  of  his  blood,  and  baffle  the 
frl>m^  Mec-  vengeance  of  the  Hashemites.  An  angel  or  a 
c«,  spy  revealed  their  conspiracy ;  and  flight  was 

'  the  only  resource  of  Mahomet-''  At  the  dead  of 
night,  accompanied  by  his  friend  Abubeker,  he 
silently  escaped  from  his  house:  the  assassins 
watched  at  the  door;  but  they  were  deceived 
by  the  figure  of  Ali,  who  reposed  on  the  bed, 
and  was  covered  with  the  green  vestment  of 
the  apostle.  The  E.oreish  respected  the  piety 
of  the  heroic  youth;  but  some  verses  of  Ali, 
which  are  still  extant,  exhibit  an  interesting 

^  D*H«rbelot>  BiblioL  Orient,  p.  445.    He  quotes  a  particular  hi^* 
torj  of  tbe  Sight  of  Mahomet. 
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picture  tfS  his  aoxiety/kiB  teiHieniess^  and  his  re*  ^H xr 
ligious  confidence.  Three  da^^s  Mahomet  «Kftd  his 
companion  'were  concealed  in  th6  cave  of  Thor, 
at  the  distance  of  a  leagn&from  Mecta(^  and  in 
the  close  of  eachfevening;,  they  ret;eiiredfrom  the 
son  and  daughter  of  Ahubdy^er,  ac^sacrdt  i^ppty 
of  inteUigence  and  food.  •  The  diligisnce  tf  the 
Koreish  explored  every  haunt  in  the  arig^hbour- 
hood  of  the  city;  they  anrived  ol  the  cfntkance'Of 
the  cavern ;  but  the  provideiltiid  deodbt  ti  aispi- 
der's  web  and  a  pigeon's  ne^t^  is  sup^oqed  t0!con- 
vinceth^m  that  the  place  wasiBolk^fT- and  ia- 
violate.  ^  Wife  are  only  two/'  said  th»tDMnbliiig 
j\i)ubeiker.  ^*  l^re  is  a  tbikrd/'  replied  tbe  pro- 
pket;  <<  it  is  God  him9eif;?'K  No  soorier  waft  iMii 
imrsiiit  abated,  than  tliQ.  tivld^<  fugitives  issued 
from  the  rock,  «nd  mounteii  ^eir  camels  :  on 
the  road  to  Medina,  they  w^jte  dvertAfcen  by  the 
emissaries  of  the  Koreish;  they  redeemed  them- 
selves with  prayers  and  promises  frfun  tlieirhaiMls. 
In  thi^  eveiitfiil  mofhent,  the  lance  of  an  Arab 
might  have  dianged  the  history  of  the  world. 
Th^  fUgiit  dfv.the  prophet  from  Meoca  to  Medi- 
na has  fixied  the  memorable  era  of  the  Idegira,* 
wbicii^at  tlua  fod  of  twelve  centurti^  atili  d^- 

*  The  bUgira  was  instituted  by  jOmar,  the  second  ciliph,  in  imi- 
tation ofthe  era  of  tfte  martyrs  of  the  Christians,  (d*ilerbeidt,'  p.  444) ; 
>ad  propdfl^  dottiiMe«a^  iDtty-e^ht  days  hefoi^  tbd  Bigyt  of  .Maho- 
met, m^  ^«  fir|»t  9fMol^Sirret\f  pv  |irat  da?  ^f  that  Acr.^iaR  year, 
^hich  coincides  witli  Friday  iuly  1^,  A.  tir  622,  (Abulfeda,  Vit.* 
MolMiii.  e.  tS,  23,  >;  4^-50 ;  flBd  GfraVs  edition  of  VUvig  Beig'i 
Kpocha  ArabttiBi  &c.  c  \t  p^  S,  lOf  Ac). » 
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CHAP,   criminates  the  lunar  years  of  the  Mi^hometaB 


..J!lUv.  natioos.^ 


Received        The  religioD  of  the  Koran  might  have  perish- 
of  AWina,  ^  in  its  cradle»  had  not  Medina  embraced  with 
A.  D.  622.  fnj|.jj  gjj^j  reverence  the  holy  outcasts  of  Mecca. 
Medma,  or  the  ci/y,  known  under  the  name  of 
Yathreb,  before  it  was  sanctified  by  the  throne 
of  the  prophet^  was  divided  between  the  tribes 
of  the  Charegites  and  the  Awsites,  whose  here- 
ditary feud  was  rekindled  by  the  slightest  pro- 
vocations :  two  colonies  of  Jews,  w^ho  boasted  a 
sacerdotal  race,  were  their  humble   allies,  and 
without  converting  the  Arabs,  they  introduced 
the  taste  of  science  and  religion,  which  distin- 
guished Medina  as  the  city  of  the  book.    Some 
of  her  noblest  citizens,  in  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
Caaba»  were  converted  by  the  preaching  of  Ma- 1 
hornet ;  on  their  return  they  diffused  the  belief  | 
of  God  and  bis  prophet,  and  the  new  alliance  | 
was  ratified  by  their  deputies,  in  two  secret  and  I 
nocturnal  interviews  on  a  hill  in  the  suburbs  of 
Mecca;     In  the  first,  ten  Charegites  and  two  | 
Awsites  united  in  faith  and  love,  protested  in  | 
the  name  of  their  wives,    their  children,  and  i 
^beir  absent  brethren,  that  they  would  for  ever  I 
profess  the  creed,  and  observe  the  precepts,  of 
the  Koran.     The  second  was  a  political  associ 
ation,  the  first  vital  spark  of  the  empire  of  the 

*  Mahomet's  life,  from  his  mission  to  the  Hegira,  may  be  found  in 
Abulfeda  (p.  14-45>  and  Gagnier,  (torn,  i,  p.  134-251,   343-383). 
'  The  le^jend  from  ji.  187-234  is  vouched  by  Al  Jannabi,  and  disdain* 
ed  by  Abulfeda. 
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Saracens.*     Seventy-three  men  and  two  woiheii    chap. 
of  Medina  held  a  solemn  conference  with  Maho-  ^^    ^^ 
met,  his  kinsmen,  and  his  disciples ;  and  pledged 
themselves  to  each  other  by  a  mutual  oath  of  fi- 
delity.    They  promised  in  the  name  of  the  city^ 
that  if  he  should  be  banished,  they  would  receive 
him  as  a  confederate,  obey  him  as  a  leader,  and 
defend  him  to  the  last  extremity,  like  their  wives 
and  children.     "  But  if  you  are  recalled  by  your. 
"  country,"  they  asked  with  a  flattering  anxiety, . 
*•  will  you  not  abandon  your  new  allies  ?"  "  All 
"  things,"  replied  Mahomet  with  a  smile,  "are 
*'  now  common  between  us;  your  blood  is  as 
•^  my  blood,  your  ruin  as  my  ruin.     We  are 
"  bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  honour  arid 
*'  interest.     I  am  your  friend^  and  the  erieiriy  of 
*'  your  foes."   *^  But  if  we  are  killed  in  your  serv- 
*'  ice,  what,"  exclaimed  the  deputies  of  Medi- 
na, "will  be  our  reward?"  "  Paradise,"  re* 
plied  the  prophet*     "  Stretch  forth  thy  haiid." 
He  stretched  it  forth,  and  they  reiterated  the 
oath   of  allegiance  and  fidelity.     Their  treaty 
"was  ratified  by  the  people,  who  unanimously  em- 
braced the  profession  of  Islam ;  they  rejoiced  in 
the  exile  x){  the  apostle,  but  they  trembled  for 
liis  safety,  and  impatiently  expected  his  arrival. 
After  a  perilous  and  rapid  journey  along  the 
sea-coast,  he  halted  at  Koba,  two  miles  from  the 
city,  and  made  his  public  entry  into  Medina,  six- 
teen days  after  his  flight  from  Mecca.  Five  hun- 

«  The  triple  inauguration  of  Mahomet  is  described  by  Abulfeda  (p. 
30^  33,  40,  86)  and  Gagnier;  (torn,  i,  p.  342,  &c.  319^  &c ;  torn:  ii> 
p.    223,  &c.). 
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clHAP.  drcd  of  the  citisens  advanced  to  meet  him:  he 
_^  was  hailed  with  acclamations  of  loyalty  and  de- 
votion ;  Mahomet  was  mounted  on  a  she-camel» 
an  umbrella  shaded  his  head,  and  a  turbim  was 
unfurled  brfore  him  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  a 
standard.  His  bravest  disciples,  who  bad  been 
scattered  by  the  storm,  assembled  round  his  per- 
son :  and  the  equal,  though  various,  merit  of  the 
Moslems  was  distinguished  by  the  names  of  M<h 
hagerians  and  Aiuars^  the  fugitives  of  Mecca, 
and  the  auxiliaries  of  Medina.  To  eradicate  the 
seeds  of  jealousy,  Mahomet  judiciously  coupled 
his  principal  followers  with  the  rights  and  obli- 
gations of  brethren;  and  when  Ali  found  him- 
self without  a  peer,  the  prophet  tenderly  declar- 
ed, that  he  would  be  the  companion  and  brother 
of  the  noble  youth.  The  expedient  was  crown- 
ed with  success ;  the  holy  fraternity  was  respect- 
ed in  peace  and  war,  and  the  two  parties  vied 
with  each  other  in  a  generous  emulation  of  cou- 
rage and  fidelity.  Once  only  the  concord  was 
slightly  ruffled  by  an  accidental  quarrel ;  a  pa- 
triot of  Medina  arraigned  the  insolence  of  the 
strangers,  but  the  hint  of  their  expulsion  was 
heard  with  abhorrence,  and  his  own  son  most 
eagerly  offered  to  lay  at  the  apostle's  feet  the 
head  of  his  father. 
His  regal  From  his  establishment  at  Medina,  Mahomet 
AfD?(522-  assumed  the  exercise  of  the  regal  and  sacerdotal 
<''3§.  office ;  and  it  was  impious  to  appeal  from  a  judge 
whose  decrees  were  inspired  by  thedivine  wisdom. 
A  small  portion  of  ground,  the  patrimony  of  two 
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orphans,  was  acquired  by  gift  or  purchase;'  on  chap. 
that  chosen  spot,  he  built  an  house  and  a  mosch,  ^^^ 
more  venerable  in  their  rude  simplicity  than  the 
palaces  and  temples'of  the  Assyrian  caliphs.  His 
seal  of  gold,  or  silver,  was  inscribed  with^he  apo- 
stolic title :  when  he  prayed  and  preached  ^in  the 
weekly  assembly,  he  leaned  against  the  trunk  of 
a  palm-tree;  and  it  was  long  before  he  indulged 
himself  in  the  use  of  a  chair  or  pulpit  of  rough 
timber.^  After  a  reign  of  six  years,  fifteen  hun- 
dred Moslems,  in  arms  and  in  the  field,  renew- 
ed their  oath  of  allegiance ;  and  their  chief  re- 
peated the  assurance  of  protection  till  the  death 
of  the  last  member,  or  the  final  dissolution  of  the 
party.  It  was  in  the  same  camp  that  the  deputy 
of  Mecca  was  astonished  by  the  attention  of  the 
faithful  to  the  words  and  looks  of  the  prophet,  by 
the  eagerness  with  wliich  they  collected  his  spit- 
tle, an  hair  that  dropt  on  the  ground,  the  refuse 
water  9f  his  lustrations,  as  if  they  participated  in 
some  degree  of  the  prophetic  virtue.     "  I  have 

'  Prideanx  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  44)  reriles  the  wickedness  of  the 
impostor,  fiho  despoiled  two  poor  orphans,  the  sons  of  a  carpenter  ; 
a  reproach  which  he  drew  from  the  Disputatio  contra  Saracenos,  com- 
posed in  Arabic  before  the  year  1130;  but  the  honest  Gagnier  (ad 
Abulfed.  p.  53)  has  shewn  that  they  were  deceived  by  the  word  Al 
Nagjar^  which  signifies,  in  this  place,  not  an  obscure  trade,  but  a  noble 
tribe  of  Arabs.  The  desolate  state  of  the  ground  is  described  by  Abul* 
feda ;  and  his  worthy  interpreter  has  proved  from  Al  Bochari,  the  offer' 
of  a  price ;  from  Al  Jannabl,  the  fair  purchase ;  and  from  Ahmed  Ben 
Joseph,  the  payment  of  the  money  by  the  generous  Abubeker.  Oi^ 
these  grounds  the  prophet  must  be  honourably  acquitted. 

«  Ai  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  torn,  ii,  p.  S4<6,  324)  describes  the  seal 
and  pulpit,  as  two  venerable  relics  of  the  apostle  of  (yod ;  and  the  por- 
trait of  his  court  is  taken  from  Abulfeda,  (c.  44,  p,  85). 
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CHAP.  "  seen,"  said  he,  "  the  Chosroes  of  Persia  and 
^_  *<  the  Caesar  of  Rome,  but  never  did  I  behold  a 
**  king  among  his  subjects  like  Mahomet  among 
a  his  companions."  The  devout  fiervour  of  en- 
thusiasm acts  with  more  energy  and  truth  than 
the  cold  and  formal  servility  of  courts. 
He  de-  In  the  state  of  nature  every  man  has  a  right 

^^^tastThe  t^  defend,  by  force  of  arms,  his  person  and  his 
infidels.  possessioHS ',  to  repcl,  or  even  to  prevent,  the 
violence  of  his  enemies,  and  to  extend  his  hosti- 
lities to  a  reasonable  measure  of  satisfaction  and 
retaliation.  In  the  free  society  of  the  Arabs, 
the  duties  of  subject  and  citizen  imposed  a  feeble 
restraint ;  and  Mahomet,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
peaceful  and  benevolent  mission,  had  been  de- 
spoiled and  banished  by  the  injustice  of  his  coun- 
trymen. The  choice  of  an  independent  people 
had  exalted  the  fugitive  of  Mecca  to  the  rank 
of  a  sovereign ;  and  he  was  invested  with  the 
just  prerogative  of  forming  alliances,  and  of 
waging  offensive  or  defensive  war.  The  imper- 
fection of  human  rights  was  supplied  and  arm- 
ied  by  the  plenitude  of  divine  power :  the  pro- 
phet of  Medina  assumed,  in  hi$  new  revelations, 
a  fiercer  and  more  sanguinary  tone,  which  proves 
that  his  former  nioderation  was  the  effect  of 
weakness  :^  the  means  of  persuasion  had  been 
tried,  the  season  of  forbearance  was  elapsed,  and 
he  was  now  commaaded  to  propagate  his  religion 

^  The  viiithand  ixth  chapters  of  the  Koran  arc  the  loudest  and 
niost  vehement  ;  and  Maracci  (Prodromus,  part  iv,  p.  59-64}  has 
inveighed  with  more  justice  than  discretion  against  the  double  dealiD^ 

yf  the  impostor. 
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"by  the  sword,  to  destroy  the  momitAeDts  of  ido-  chap. 
tetry,  and,  without  regarding  tiae  sanctity  of 
days  or  months,  to  p«rsi»e  the  unbelieving  na- 
tions of  thfe  earth.  The  ^ame  bloody  precepts, 
so  repeatedly  inculcated  in  the  Koran,  are  a- 
scribed  by  the  author  to  the  Pentateuch  and  the 
GospeL  But  the  mild  tenor  of  the  evangelic 
style  may  explain  an  ambiguous  text,  that  Jesus 
did  not  bring  peace  on  the  earth,  but  a  sword : 
his  patient  and  humble  virtues  should  not  be 
confounded  with  the  intolerant  zeal  of  princes 
And  bishops,  who  have  disgraced  the  name  of 
his  disciples.  In  the  prosecution  of  religious  war, 
Mahomet  might  appeal  with  more  propriety  to 
the  example  of  Moses,  of  the  judges  and  the 
kings  of  Israel.  The  military  laws  of  the  Heb- 
rews are  still  more  rigid  than  those  of  the  Arabian 
legislator.*  The  Lord  of  hosts  marched  in  person 
befote  the  Jews :  if  a  city  resisted  their  sum- 
mons, the  males,  without  distinction,  were  put 
to  the  sword:  the  seven  nations  of  Canaan  were 
devoted  to  destruction ;  and  neither  repentance 
nor  conversion  could  shield  them  from  the  inevit- 
able doom,  that  no  creature  within  their  pre- 
cincts should  be  left  alive.  The  fair  option  of 
friendship,  or  submission,  or  battle,  was  proposed 
to  the  enemies  of  Mahomet.  If  they  professed 
the  creed  of  Islam,  they  were  admitted  to  all  the 
temporal  and  spiritual  benefits  of  his  primitive 

*  The  xth  and  xxth  chapiters  of  Deuteronomy,  with  the  practical 
comments  of  Joshua,  David,  &c.  are  read  with  more  awe  than  satis- 
faction by  the  pious  Christians  of  the  present  age.  But  the  bishops,  as 
v/ell  as  the  rabbis  of  former  times,  have  beat  the  drum-ecclesiastic  with 
pleasure  and  success,  (Salens  Preliminary  Discourse,  p.  142,  143), 
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qnAP.  disciples,  and  marclied  under  the  same  tfanner  t#' 
^  extend  the  i^eligicMi  which  they  had  embraced. 
The  clemency  of  the  prophet  was  decided  by  his 
interest ;  yet  he  seldom  trampled  on  a  prostrate 
enemy:  and  he  seems  to  promise,  that,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  a  tribute,  the  least  guilty  of  his  unbeUev- 
ing  subjects  might  be  indulged  in  their  worship, 
or  at  least  in  their  imperfect  fisdtb.  In  the  first 
months  of  his  rei^^  he  practised  the  lessons  of 
holy  warfare,  and  displayed  his  white  bannei*  be- 
fore the  gates  of  Medina :  the  martial  apostle 
fought  in  person  at  nine  battles  or  sieges  ;^  and 
fifty  epterprises  of  war  were  achieved  in  ten  years 
by  himself  or  his  lieutenants.  The  Arab  continu- 
ed to  unite  the  professions  of  a  merchant  and  a 
robber ;  and  his  petty  excursions  for  the  defence 
or  the  attack  of  a  caravan  insensibly  prepared  his 
troops  for  the  con<}uest  of  Arabia^  Xhe  distribu- 
tion of  the  spoil  was  r^igulated  by  a  divine  law:' 
the  whole  was  faithfully  collected  in  one  common 
mass :  a  fifth  of  the  gold  and  silv^,  the  prisoners 
and  cattle,  the  moveables  and  imfupveabfes^  was 
reserved  by  the  prophet  for  pious  and  otiaritable 
uses ;  the  remainder  was  shared  in  adequate 
portions,  by  the  soldiers  who  had  detained  the 
victory  or  guarded  the  camp  :  the  rewards  of 

*  Abulfeda,  in  Vit.  Moham.  p.  156.  The  private  arsenal  of  the 
apostle  consisted  of  nine  swords,  three  lances,  seven  pikes  or  half* 
pifces,  a  quiver  and  three  bow»,  Reven  cuirasses,  three  8hield«»  and  two 
helmets,  (Gagnicr,  torn,  iii,  p.  328-334),  with  a  large  white  standard,  a 
hIacV  banner,  (p.  335),  twenty  horses,  (p.  322),  &c.  Two  of  his  martial 
sayings  are  recorded  by  tradition,  (Gagnier,  torn,  ii,  p  88,  337). 

*  The  whole  subject  de  jure  belli  Mohanmicdanorum,  is  exhausted 
in  a  separate  dissertation  by  the  learned  Re  land,  (pissertationes  Misccl- 
U^nea,  torn,  iii,  Dissert,  x,  p.  3-53)^ 
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the  slain  devolved  to  their  widows  axMi  orphans ;  CH4Pt 
and  the  increase  of  cavalry  was  encouraged  1^  , 
the  allqtment  of  a  double  share  to  the  horse  and 
to  the  man.  From  all  sides  the  roving  Ar^s 
were  allured  to  the  sti^ndard  of  religion  and 
plunder :  the  apostle  sanctified  the  license  of  em** 
bracing  the  female  captives  as  their  wives  or  CQn* 
cubines ;  and  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and  beauty 
was  a  feeHe  type  of  the  joys  of  paradise  prepared 
for  the  valiant  martyrs  of  tlie  faith.  ^^  The 
^'  sword/'  say^  Mahomet,  ^*  is  the  key  of  heaven 
f^  and  of  hell;  a  drof)  of  blood  shed  in  the  cause 
<'  of  Qod,  a  night  spent  in  arnis,  is  of  more 
'^  avail  than  two  months  of  fasting  or  prayer ; 
^^  whosoever  falls  in  battle,  his  sins  are  forgiven: 
^f  at  the  day  of  judgment  his  wpunds  shall  be  re^ 
^'  splendent  a@  vermilion  and  oderiferpusasmusk; 
'^  and  the  lossf.  of  his  limbs  shall  be  supplied  by 
*'  the  wings  of  angels  and  cherubim."  The  ith 
trepid  souls  of  the  Arabs  were  fired  with  en^ 
thusiasm :  the  picture  of  the  invisible  world  was 
strongly  painted  on  their  imagination ;  and  the 
fleath  whidi  they  had  always  despised  became  ai| 
object  of  hope  and  desire.  The  Koran  inculcatesi, 
in  the  most  absolute  sense,  the  tenets  of  fate  and 
predestination,  which  would  extinguish  both  in- 
dustry and  virtue,  if  the  actions  of  man  were 
governed  by  his  speculative  belief.  Yet  their 
influence  in  every  age  has  exalted  the  courage  of 
the  Saracens  and  Turks.  .  The  first  companions 
of  Mahomet  advanced  to  battle  with  a  fearless 
confidence :  there  is  no  danger  where  there  is  no 
chance :  they  were  ordained  to  perish  in  thei|^ 
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CH  AF.   beds ;  or  they  were  safe  and  invulnerable  amidst 
%^vJl«%«  the  darts  of  the  enemy."" 

His  defen-  Perhaps  the  Koreish, would  have  been  content 
^dn'rtuie  withtheflight  of  Mahomet,  had  they  not  beenpro- 
Koreifih  of  voked  and  alarmed  by  the  vengeanceof  an  enemy, 
who  could  intercept  their  Syrian  trade  as  itpassed 
and  repas sed  through  the  territory  of  Medin  a.  Abu 
Sophian  himself,  with  only  thirty  or  forty  followers, 
conducted  a  wealthy  caravan  of  a  thousand  camels : 
the  fortune  or  dexterity  of  his  march  escaped  the 
vigilance  of  Mahomet ;  but  the  chief  of  the  Ko- 
reish  was  informed  that  the  holy  robbers  were 
placed  in  ambush  to  wait  his  return.  He  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  his  brethren  of  Mecca, 
and  they  were  roused,  by  the  fear  of  losing  their 
merchandise  and  their  provisions,  unless  they 
hastened  to  hisrelief  with  the  military  force  of  the 
city.  The  sacred  band  of  Mahomet  was  formed 
of  three  hundred  and  thirteen  Moslems,  of  whom 
sev«ity-seven  were  fugitives,  and  the  rest  auxili- 
aries :  they  mounted  by  turns  a  train  of  seventy 
camels,  (the  camels  of  Yathreb  were  formidable  in 
War):  but  such  was  thepoverty  of  hisfirstdisciples, 
that  only  two  could  appear  on  horseback  in  the 
iSeld.^     In  the  fertile  and  famous  vale  of  Be- 

»  The  doctrine  of  absolute  predestination,  on  .which  few  reUgion» 
pari  reproach  each  other',  is  sternly  exposed  in  the  Koran,  (c.  3,  p.  5?, 
53 ;  c.  4,  p-  70,  &c.,,  with  the  notes  of  Sale,  and  c.  17,  p.  413,  with 
those  of  Maracci^'^^l^land  (de  Relig.  Mohamm.  p.  61*64)  and  Sale 
(Prelim.  Discourse,  p.  103)  represent  the  opinions  of  the  doctors,  and 
our  modern  travellers  the  confidence,  the  fading  confidence,  of  the 
Turks. 

'    "  AlJannabi  (apud,Gagnier,.|tom.  ii,  p.  9)  allows  him  seventy 
pr  eighty  horse ;  and  on  two  other  occasions  prior  19  the  battle  of 

Ohud, 
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iler,"  tliree  stations. from  Medina,  be  was^inform-  cihap. 
t'd  by  his  scouts  of  the  caravan  that  aj^itmched  ,„^.,^,^^y» 
oa  one  side;  of  the  Koreish^  one  hundred  horse, 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  foot,  who  advancedon  the 
other.     After  a  short  debate,  be  sacrificed  the 
prospect  of  wealth  to  the  pursuit  of  glory  and  re- 
venge ;  and  a  slight  intrenchment  was  formed  to 
cover  his  troops,  and  a  stream  of  fresh  wut&r  that 
glided  through  the  valley.     ''  O  God,"  he  exr  b»^«;  ^^ 
claimed  as  the  numbers  of  the  Koreish  descended  a.  d.  623  j 
from  the  hills,  "  O  God,  if  these  are  destroyed, 
"  by  whom  wilt  thou  be  worshipped  on  the  earth? 
"  Courage,  my  children,  close  your  ranks ;  dis- 
"  cliarge  your  arrows,  and  the  day  is  your  own."       ^ 
At  these  words  he  placed  himself,  with  Abubeker, 
OQ  a  throne  or  pulpit,^  and  instantly  demanded 
the  succour  of  Gabriel  and  three  thousand  angela 

Ohud,  he  inlists  a  body  of  thirty  (p.  10)  and, of  500  (p.  66)  troopers- 
Tet  the  Mussulmans,  in  the  field  of  Ohud,  had  no  more  than  two 
horses,  according  to  the  better  sense  of  Abulfeda,  (in  Vit.  Mohamm. 
p-  xxxi,  p.  6S).  In  tl^e  Stony  province,  the  camels  weretiumerous; 
but  the  horse  appears  to  have  bieen  less  common  than  in  tl^e  Happy 
or  the  i)e«ert  Arabia. 

*  Bedder  Houneene,  twenty  miles  from  Medina,  >nd  forty  fro^ 
Mecca,  is  on  the  high  road  of  the  caravan  of  Egypt ;  and  the  pilgrims 
annually  commemorate  tlie  prophet's  victory  by  illuminations,  rockets, 
&c.   'Sh3iw*s  Travels,  p.  477. 

^  The  place  to  which  Mahomet  retired  during  the  action  is  styled 
by  Gagnier,  (in  Abulfeda,  c.  27,  p.  58 ;  Vie  <lii  IWahomet,  tom.  ii,  p. 
^0,  33),  Umbraculum,  ung  loge  de  hois  anec  une  porte.  The  same 
Arabic  word  is  rendered  by  Reiske  (Annates  de  Moslemici  Abulfedae, 
p.  23) by  Solium,  Svggeattu  editor;  and  the  diffiBii^ceis  of  the  utmost 
moment  for  the  honour  both  of  the  interpreter  and  of  the  hero.  I  am 
sorry  to  observe  the  pride  and  acrimony  with  whicTi  the  Reiske  chas- 
tises his  fellow-labourer.  Saepe  sic  vertit,  ut  integrae  paginae  nequeant 
nisi  una  litur&  corrigj :  Arabice  non  satis  callebat  et  cai-ebat  judici* 
critico.  J.J.  Reiske,  Prodidagmata ad  Kijji Chalisae Tabulas,  p.  221)^ 
ad  calcem  Ahulfcdae  Syriae  Tabulae ;  Lipsiae,  1766,  in  4to. 
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CRAP.  His  ^e  was  fixed  on  the  field  of  battle:  the  Mus- 
salmans  fainted  and  were  pressed  :  in  that  deci- 
sive moment  the  prophet  started  from  his  throne, 
mounted  his  horse,  and  cast  a  handful  of  sand 
into  the  air.  ^*  Let  their  faces  be  covered  with 
^'  confusion.''  Both  armies  heard  the  thunder 
of  liis  voice :  their  fancy  beheld  the  angelic  war- 
riors '^  the  Koreish  trembled  and  fled :  seventy 
of  the  bravest  were  slain ;  and  sev«ity  captives 
adorned  the  first  victory  of  the  faithful.  The  dead 
bodies  of  the  Roreish  were  despoiled  and  insult- 
ed ;  two  of  the  niost  obnoxious  prisoners  were 
punished  with  death;  and  the  ransom  of  tbeothers, 
four  thousand  dramsof  silver,  compensated  in  some 
degree  the  escape  of  the  caravan.  But  it  was  in 
vain  that  the  camels  of  Abu  Sophian  explored  a 
new  road  through  the  desert  and  along  the  Eu- 
phrates: they  were  overtaken  by  the  diligence  of 
theMussulmans ;  and  wealthy  must  have  been  the 
prize,  if  twenty  thousand  drams  could  be  s^  apart 
for  the  fifth  of  the  apostle.  The  resentment  of  the 
public  and  private  loss  stimulated  Abu  Sophian 
to  collect  a  body  of  three  thousand  men,  seven 
hundred  of  whom  were  armed  with  cuirasses*  and 
two  hundred  were  mounted  on  horseback;  three 
thousand  Camels  attended  his  march;  andhiswife 

^  The  loose  expressions  of  the  Koran  (c.  3,  p,  124,  125;  c.  8,  p.  9) 
allow  the  cQimnentators  to  Buctuate  between  the  numbers  of  1000, 
3000,  or  9000  angels  ;  and  the  smallest  of  these  might  suffice  for  the 
slaughter  of  seventy  of  the  Koreish,  (Maracci,  Alcoran,  torn,  ii,  p. 
131).  Yet  the  same  scholiasts  confess,  that  tbiis  angelic  band  was  not 
visible  to  any  mortal  eye,  (Maracci,  p.  297).  They  re^ne  on  the 
words,  (c.  8,  16),  «•  not  thou,  but  God,*'  &c.  (d'Herbelot,  Bibliot. 
Orientalc,  p.  600,  601).  .    * 
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Henda,  with  fifteen  matrons  of  Mecca,  incessant-  chap. 
It  sounded  their  timbrels  to  animate  the  troops,  ^ 
and  to  magnify  the  greatness  of  Hobal,  the  most  or  Obud, 
popular  deity  of  the  Caaba.  The  standard  of  God  ^  ^-  ^*^* 
and  Mahomet  was  upheld  by  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  believers :  the  disproportion  of  numbers  was 
not  more  alarming  than  in  the  field  of  Beder ; 
and  their  presumption  of  victoryprevailed  against 
the  divine  and  human  sense  of  the  apostle.  The 
second  battle  was  fought  on  mount  Ohud,  six 
miles  to  the  north  of  Medina :'  the  Koreish  adr 
vanced  in  the  form  of  a  crescent :  and  the  right 
wing  of  cavalry  was  led  by  Caled,  the  fiercest  and 
most  successful  of  the  Arabian  warriors.  The 
troops  of  M^omet  were  skilfully  posted  on  thede^ 
clivity  of  a  hill ;  and  their  rear  was  guarded  by 
a  detachment  of  fifty  archers.  The  weight  of  their 
charge  impelled  and  broke  the  centre  of  the  ido- 
laters ;  but  in  the  pursuit  they  lost  the  advantage 
of  their  ground :  the  arcbersdeserted  their  station : 
the  Mussulmans  were  tempted  by  the  spoil,  dis- 
obeyed their  general,  and  disordered  their  ranks. 
The  intrepid  Caled,  wheeling  his  cavalry  on  their 
flank  and  rear,  exclaimed,  with  a  loud  voice,  that 
Mahomet  was  slain.  He  was  indeed  wounded  in 
the  face  with  a  javelin  :  two  of  his  teeth  were 
shattered  with  a  stone;  yet,  in  the  midst  of  tumult 
and  dismay,  he  reproached  the  infidels  with  the 
murder  of  a  prophet ;  and  blessed  the  friendly 
hand  that  stanched  his  blood,  and  conveyed  him 
to  a  place  of  safety.  Seventy  martyrs  died  for 
the  sins  of  the  people:  they  fell,  said  the  apostlCj 

«  Gcograph.  Nubietisis,  p.  47. 
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CHAP,  in  pairs,  each  brother  embracing  his  Kfeless  com- 
panion:' their  bodies  were  mangled  by  the  in- 
human females  of  Mecca ;  and  the  wife  of  Abu 
Sophian  tasted  the  entrdils  of  Hdmza,  the  uncle 
of  Mahomet.  They  might  applaud  their  supersti- 
tion and  satiate  their  fury;  but  the  Mussuhnans 
soon  rallied  in  the  field,  a:nd  the  Koreish  wanted 
strength  or  courage  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Me- 
?*"  OT  ^^^^'  ^^  ^^^  attacked  the  ensuing  year  by  an 
the  <utch,   army  often  thousand  enemies;  and  this  third  ex- 

A  D  62S. 

pedition   is  variously  named  from  the  ruUtons, 
which  marched  under  the  banner  of  Abu  Sophian, 
from  the  ditch  which  was  drawn  before  the  city, 
and  a  camp  of  three  thousand  Mussulmans.  The 
prudence  of  Mahomet  declined  a  general  engage- 
ment :  the  valour  of  Ali  was  signalized  in  single 
combat;  and  the  war  was  protracted  twenty  days, 
till  the  final  separation  of  the  confederates.  Atem- 
pest  of  wind,  rain,  and  hail,  overturned  their  tents: 
the  private  quarrels  were  fomented  by  an  insidi- 
ous adversary;  and  the  Koreish,  deserted  by  their 
allies,  no  longer  hoped  to  subvert  the  throne,  or  to 
check  the  conquests,  of  their  invincible  exile.* 
>^Mu«**       T^^  ^^^^^^  ^f  Jerusalem  for  tlie  first  kebia  of 
the  Jews    prayer  discovers  the  early  propensity  of  Mahomet 
A.  D.  623-  in  favour  of  the  Jews ;  and  happy  would  it  have 
®*^*  been  for  their  temporal  interest,  had  theyrecognis- 

•  In  the  iiid  chapter  of  the  Koran,  (p.  50-53,  with  Sale's  notea), 
the  prophet  alleges  some  poor  excuses  for  the  defeat  of  Ohud. 

*  for  the  detail  of  the  three  Koreish  wars,  of  Bed^r,  of  Ohud,  and 
of  the  ditch,  peruse  *^bulfeda,  (p.  56-61,  64-69«  73-77);  Gagnier. 
(torn,  ii,  p.  23-45,  TO-96,  120-139),  with  the  proper  articles  oi 
d!HeTbelot,  and  th^  abridgments  of  Elmacin,  (Hist.  Saracen.  p>  6, 7)» 
and  Abulphuragius,  (JOjtmaU  p.  102), 
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ed,  in  the  Arabian  prophet,  the  hope  of  Israel  and  c  h  af. 
the  promiaed  Messiah.  Their  obstinacy  convert-  ^^i^' 
ed  his  friendship  into  implacable  hatred,  with 
which  he  pursued  that  unfortunate  people  to  the 
last  moment  of  his  life ;  and  in  the  double  cha- 
racter of.  an  apostle  and  a  conqueror,  his  perse-, 
cution  was  extended  to  both  worlds-"  The  Ka- 
inoka  dwelt  at  Medin^a  under  the  protection  of 
the  city :  he  seized  the  occasion  of  an  accidental 
tumult,  and  summoned  them  to  embrace  his  re- 
ligion, or  contend  with  him  in  battle.  ''  Alas,!' 
replied  the  trembling  Jews,  "  we  are  ignorant 
"  of  the  use  of  arms,  but  we  persevere  in  the 
"  faith  and  worship  of  our  fathers ;  why  wilt 
"  thou  reduce  us  to  the  necessity  of  a  just  de- 
"  fence  ?"  The  unequal  conflict  was  terminat- 
ed in  fifteen  days  ;  and  it  was  with  extreme  re- 
luctance that  Mahomet  yielded  to  the  importu- 
nity of  his  allies,  and  consented  to  spare  the  lives 
of  the  captives.  But  their  riches  were  confiscated, 
their  arms  became  more  effectual  in  the  hands 
of  the  Mussulipans ;  and  a  wretched  colony  of 
seven  hundred  exiles  was  driven  with  their  wives 
and  children  to  implore  a  refuge  on  the  confines 
of  Syria.  The  Nadharites  were  more  guilty, 
since  they  conspired  in  a  friendly  interview  to 
assassinate  the  prophet.  He  besieged  their  castle 
three  miles  from  Medina,  but  their  resolute  de- 
fence obtained  an  honourable  capitulation  ;  and 
the  garrison,  sounding  their  trumpets  and  beating 

"  The  wars  of  Mahomet  against  the  Jewish Ifibes,  of  Kainoka,  the 
Nadhiritcs,  Koraidha,  and  Chaihar,  are  related  by  Abulfeda  <p. 
fl,  71,  77,  87,  &c.)  andGagnier,  (tom.84i,  p.  61-G5,  107-1J12» 
139-14^  aa8-294> 
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i>i>hii«|JijiiiJ aiiiiiiiiiiininwyititMiwhttt  eiui^ 
«attedl^tQMfKtiq|frtiEilthtfii«^  lypegthnichiii 
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titfism  cdiUteiiairar  ttied«iki^^iafilii«HiMiiflft  Afve- 
aierBli}e(Udat;  te^kiadjud^ent-ttey^p^ 

tnHtket^i^fiBo£theritycfeheydefidfeitiied<|li^^ 
IhergdMreiprepared  fontMir  ^gKp«ition«2^ii«ittt^ 
ftid  tiwii^€rat]e,i)^dlil.»iv^mii  infleicibteeig^iiiiM 
skv^tet  (If  ^iMlvBtpless  )eftiemi«dii^ii!!^  lAiet^ 
igid  canidsiwere  Jsiliefited)  l]|]i&Atliai4l«Birilidtfiit 
ftlired.lMiiidfoid-«n)raa^,  iivaofauiiir0AJ|itfte$Hi.A 
thous&ndiaoteek,  baBlp0«editbd:faiosbtliieJfcilq><iii 

fdstto$MeiMBa/4fa0aacieiit  mM  itbilMiyn^MKriif 
C^bar  was^  the  SQ(itQ€the'Jf!^MJkspawaF,kKA' 
raMsr ;  the  lemti)f»y,u  finite  flp6<?  to  tfie^'des*^ 

was  covered  with  plantalioos  >5ii^  <;4jd^*]s^4pW-  | 

ed  of  iihi5i*4nrfflte  strehgthV  ;^  i 

it^i.cPDsisit^d  pf  two  himd<Q4rbw^> WW  ifiaiHifaiBii  | 
liiindft^^fVfot:  m  the  Strece9!rtbto  ^H5teAN;1Med]MP 
apti  painfi^l  s;e^4ss  they  wefe  e3ipps§^g^;Bgar;  I 
ami  faiiffljg,  and  Jmpger^  and  theititostwiid^wilrtej  I 
chieft  despaired  of  the  eVent.  Tha  appsjtle  I'evf  ^^ 
their  faith  and  courage  hy  the  example  of  AUy  t>n  1 
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whom  be  hestAom^  tbt  mmmmt  of  tibe  Um  of  cMhr. 
God :  p^faaps  we  may  bdiere  tibsl  aa  Hrininr  ^^tl«. 
chan^^ioii  of  ^^gairtk  rtataie  wm  dovai  to  tlK^ 
cbest  byr  his  irresistiUe  aiiiikar :  but  ve 
praise  tbe^nodesty  of  romaaa 
him  as  tei^rtag  firom  Us  Uiigdi  the  gate  of  • 
fortress,  and  wieldio|;  tbe  poadaroiis  bitckler  ia 
his  left  band.'  After  the  reductioii  of  the  cas- 
tles, the  town  of  ChaHiar  submitted  to  the  yoke* 
The  dMaf  of  the  tribe  wpis  t<nrtured»  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Mahomet,  to  fwce  a  confession  of  his 
hidden  treasure :  the  industry  of  the  shephards 
and  husbandmen  was  rewarded  with  a  precarious 
toleration :  they  were  permitted,  so  long  as  it 
should  please  the  conqueror,  to  improve  their 
patrimony^  iu  equal  shares,  for  his  emolument 
and  their  own.  Under  the  reign  of  Omar,  the 
Jews  of  Chaibar  were  transplanted  to  Syria; 
and  the  caliph  alleged  the  injunction  of  his  dy- 
ing master,  that  one  and  the  true  religion  should 
be  professed  in  his  native  land  of  Arabia.^ 

Five  times  each  day  the  eyes  of  Mahomet  were  sutmi^^tioa 
turned  towards  Mecca,'  and  he  was  urged  by  a.  vTe^i. 

«  Abu  fUkt  the  servant  of  Mahomet,  i«  laid  to  affirm  that  he  him- 
seUT t  and  eaven  other  men*  afterwards  tried,  without  success,  to  move 
the  same  fate  from  the  ground,  (Abulfeda,  p.  90).  Aba  Rafe  was  an 
eyv'Wikness,  hut  whd  will  be  witness  for  Abu  Rafe  ? 

J  TM  INuMimeat  of  the  Jews  is  attested  bj  Ehnachi  (Hist.  Sariu- 
cen«  p.  S)  and  the  great  Al  Zabari,  (Gagnier,  torn,  ii,  p.  SS5).  Yet 
Nie^hr  (Description  de  PArabie,  p.  324)  believes  that  the  Jewish 
v^gkm,  «lid  XtNHt  oeet,  are  stUl  im>fessad  by  the  tribe  of  Chaibar; 
and  th«t  in  the  plunder  of  the  caravans,  the  disciples  of  Ifoeesare  the 
oonfederaVts  of  those  of  Mahomet. 

*  Tlie  auecessive  8t«|p«  of  the  radoetion  of  Mecca  are  related  bj  A- 
^vafeSji  ^  S4^7»  S7«*1<K>,  KMI^lll)  asid  64«Bier,  (torn.  ii.fb  SOS- 
145,  S0Q^S2^ ;  torn,  iii,  p.  1-59),  £lmacin,  (Hi&t.  Saracen,  p.  S,  9, 
lO).  Abulpharagius,  (Dynast,  p.  103). 
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cjpAf.  the  most  3WY^)w490ff^uliii^ 

lipsi  of  tbfi  apostlr. '  liis^flla^?h.  fp^  i^lifi^&aa  to 

qr^d  tecTitqify  wa^  respeqtedy  «ml  t))i|g^  q;|$|t^£8 
^T«re  diP9MS3ed  .lYithoitt  ntn^otn  to  pqoc^ti^lps 

ImSLet.descfrnd  iuto  the;  {iteiiv*^ikt^^r^;4i^r^ 
joiirpejr.  ot  the  city, .  tbaik  he  excbim^o^ff^ffliQjr 
*sAavf^clotJi|^.tfiem9elv^  wHh  .t|(0^i|^^,jfci. 
''  gpers;"  the  n^itr^em  ami  rasc^ution  of  ##r^Or> 
rebb  QRiNiaed  lu&  progress ;  and  tfa0. j^fi^  Aisid^ 
ot  the  die^rt  mjight-  desert  or  l)6tpsi}r,  ,9  ^^i^n^^r 
whom  they  liad  folfow^d  fov  tib^l^ofesHE^^rflioih 
The  intrepid  fanatic  sunk  i^toaio^aiiarfwiir 
ttQU3  jiQlitician :  he  msived  in  tl)e  tP^altS  b|8^||il4' 
ofj^^p^j^lje  of  Go4  concluded  with  tbe&Qc«^4aid 
their  allies  a  truce  of  ten  ye^s,  ongs^^  %^  i?e- 
store  the  fugitives  of  JMecc^  wl^.^hoip^  ^wMls^ 
hi»retiglM,  and  stipulated  ooly^  for4|i9  ^sipii^ 
yeas,  the^  bumble  privilege  of  ^nUfpngj^bi)  cij^y 
asairiend„and  of  ren»aniiagfil|h^  ^^^  l^rm^. 
comptisbthe  rites  ,c^  the  f^Jgrimag^i/:  jj^<^d 
of  sK^e  and  scnrrow  himg  ^  the  retfeat  of  the 
Mussulmans^  and  their  di«)ippointm^  fwght. 
justly  accuse  the  failure  of  a  prophet  who  had  s^  j 


,  •««»««>>%»%« 


the  IwR^Sfeet  of  Slwte^  ^IfHi^^bi^^  Wd*lwdl&i' 
ed?  s*^%im€*iilUlfe'  fdbfetbps  dt'kt^  d^b^^ 

tomaVfSkdti^^,  '^y^kied  tUecHyM  tfie  fbiirtlii 
day^^'i*!te^  people  wa^'edkied^^^^  d^iAwiii;' 
the^hi4s*rfe-^««i#jr Vfere  aWad,  or  diVlded,  br  d' 
duce*«%«dbo«lf  Cifed  attd  Amrdji,  tfe  ifutart 
coEftjiie^ofrf^Syrii  ^d  Egypt,  most  seasonal)]^ 
de^ek^i^  ftfe'  sinking  eaus^  of  idolatry. ;  The 
po^ei^^itl^-JMG&hotnet  was  increased  by  (lie  ^bitns*' 
sioA'd^We^Arabian  tribes:  ten  thousiattd'sbldiei*s\ 
W€«^^a*9elil(fed  fbr  tht  conqnest  of  Mecca,  ^t!^ 
H^iJOoliMtf^i  Ae*  weaker  party,  were  eiisify^on^' 
vicldcP  flfP^tfelating  the  triKJe.  *  Entht'i^asm  'aiid 
di^^K^fe  im)^IIed  the  march,  and  i>erserved[  the 
seidfdt!^  %Htteblti2^  of  ten  thousand  lires  pro- 
c}^tfi)ill  to '&e  astonished  Korelsh,  tSie  desigri, 
the  kt)i^it>^Cii,  and  flie  it-resistible  ftnrce  of  the 
eiieniy.^"The  haughty  Abu  Sopbian  presented 
thisf  t*y«  6Ptfii  tityj  admired  the  variety  of  arnis 
and^^to^iTS that  passed  bef(»re  him  in  review; 
obs^WeA  that  the  son  of  AbdaHah  h^d  acquired 
a  m^i^y  kingdom,  and  confessed,  udder  the  "si- 
nrilfift^'W  Oihar;  tiiat  ke  was  the  apostle  of  thfe 
trute  Ql^.^  T5h^  returri  of  Marine  and  SyWa  V^^as 
Bta&n^  M^  fHe^^iadd^  of  the  ilomans:  iht  re^ 
veiig^d?  Mahdttiet  Was  ^fimulated  by  i*cligiotfs' 
zedl,  Iftid  hW  ihjnrfed  foBo'w^erS  were  eager  to  cxe- 
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to  iiis  "demqijCT  igir  contempt* "  Thex^iosW  tbe 
Roreisih.  vir^rp  j)Y-ostrate  at  Jus  feet.  ^ySnkzmercy 

(^.  ^ao;;y;oA  eipect  from  t&e  man  wboip  j^^iVe 
**  wroMcar*  "  We  confiiie  in  tKe  eenei^jittVW 
",oujc Jki^sroap.   -  "  And  you  ^naii  not,  con^Ie 

^^"jnjVmp,;, begone!  you  are  ^afe,  yo«  areTreef 
TJfci^  ^^ple  of  Mqcch  dese^rve4'|tnen^|  n» 
ihi  jypieg^ipn  6|*Islain ;  a^  iifferflii^eml^ 

^years^  thi?^  ifu^tivemissionaiy  was  jen^^ 

tjpriD^a  91)^  propliet  oi^  his  natiyje'^cwfil 

J^j\$  thf ee^iundred  and  sijity  iSgJs  bf  * 
W,ere  iffiioniiniously  broken :  tWfioiislV 
punned  and  adorned  ;  as  an  example 

'tl9i|5;'Yfee'xiposj^ 

.pi^rim;.  aiid^a  perpet^44^^f^a§[e^^ 

^^  Itcurpetr^^tes  thcn^ost  horrid  crimes.  ^  Tn^  met  ccmfeM^TC^t  lie  I 
4^01  wppomcl  isy.  the  truth  of  \)^x^f^''l^  ci&i  oxig  i^^  *m^'ce- 
lui  qui  fajt  la  guerre  i  s^  p^tri^^u  jumi  de.DieiL  e$Vonpaue  dS  Com 
^p,9»vr^  d«,  yolUhje,  torn,  xv',  pt  ^S?),  '^h^e^i^  ^^^ 
able  nor  philosophic;  and  seme  reverence 'lAfuruydQ^taPtlurfi^ 

fe^fl^  w4i<!L*f  «^«>lJ»«^/>f  »f^^9'«--i^ 


^fifSMtor  a>  Pai:i#.  wa»  m^wh  scandjOized  at  *^)«E5^^ii|ation  of  .this 


bf  a 


irrx  oriw  lic 


^The.MlllH>Il^ta^  dOC^Ol^S  still  u»^ui«.  wflyEran:  i»ieoa»  IW^' 
ducid  by  force  or  l^p^t.' (^M^f^^,^^^  Sf#JnS^^^> ' 
and  this  verbal  controversy  is  of  as  much  mdment,  as  our  •im  aboci 
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^m^  to;tl^e  iieli^trttt  arid  laert^  ^t^^^H^  .aAt^f  • 
^m0rXv>V^y  the  m/s,  wljiffm^  ^momet  had 


n^advanc^^kv^tii  secrecy  aaq.speed;to  surpn^se 
Ife^qoncgteror:  they  pitied  aQddespise4  tl]|ekupi0e 
^ligence  />rthe,Koreish,  but  they  depended  oil 
r^l^wijshe^^  the  aid/of  a|)$Dpl6%lio 

.^l^^^iat^i^.repo^  their  godsr,  ^tid  )i)bwed 
fefawihe  yoke  of  their  ehejuy-  The  finders 
^k^JiP^^  ^d  Mecca  were  displayed  by  me  pro* 

"^^^.^^tfhiJnf f Fjh«fcl9lrt^^  *?i|»  *e.  peninsula  of  Arahla, ,  tbe 
l^Xincf  ofHdaz.  or  the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  tlhardf  n  (Voy. 
^^^'P<|i^i/ei)i^?iv^^>10'(i)  and  Reiand  (Dissett.  maci%^^  V^. 
P-^SlJItfetBore^xigidHian  thj^.MuS8ulmaps  themselvet.  TheChristiam 


^■W-d^^^^  *i05;  24S,  *;t.t. 
/0TA^n#5h;je^i>2-lt^^    (iagnici-,  tW.  m,  pi  67-88.    iy«crbe- 

ftda  (p.  rfCiiji^ahd'GagDferV  (tdm.  iiiV  p.  88-111).  It  is  iU  Jan. 
^i  who  meption^  the  endnes  and  engineers  of  the  tribe  6!*  tSaWs. 
"»e  fertile  Bptrtof^^yfjPwai'^su^^^  r  piece  iof  the  land  of 

%?xa  detached  and  drop^  in  ihfe  general  d^ttge. 
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\sOlilMivsi.c»it«rtA}|>0d.  a>,rafj^>{«d:s)i^lf>pi;ie»w9- 

oil  Jn»  .wlvli&fott^  ir«s  etwonpiisMd/b)!  Iheie«e- 
roie»  1  be  Attetnpted  io  rash  {8gamsi!-tfa<Hqp^«peiii 
i»«a«*-oi^»giori<Mis i^atite:  'ten oMif  faithful 

^maajBlsr;  ^i^<Jfttbere-&«4e«a^.bbfe(t*^i'^0 
C^sftij^^^tbifen,"  he  i-epfetedly iriedjvifcbatorrow 
urid^ndigo^tiooai'  Xmn  Otj^-eoniof  iffiddtUaiii^ain 

wjhitfc!  ^<Jo4seiid4owii  t*3R2i»«fcD»fri*K  His 
iUncJesAiblftsi  Who,  Jifce  theibfaroesiDf  MofaiBf ,  ex- 
«elled'4n »t>j«  l<wdB«ss  of  bHSPOiBf, eHiafej»he:rfBl- 
ky.r0s(>ti9d  with  tb^  mjitrf  ©f  tiiejgiitejnrfiH-o- 
^l^^nf  God  } .  ii^sMy'mgiMgtA&maetinlaifbiim 
j^isiden  to ^he  -holy  sta»di*4i<  aodififohii^nd^ob- 

ij»him»kd ;  Ws  eosdiiaii  »nd  esii^pfe  iK9|dfit^di^ 
bft^tl^i  aBd  he  anitoftted  .)^&  wtonuite  tn^|i^  to 
ailgict  a  merciless  veireqgtt^ttjtlfettuiiBarKofi^r 
,#Ql«te»-  -  Fj^mrth«  6eld  cif  jH«iHMi4  tefmardied 
without  delay  tathe  sieg^na^li^  tiKtyiffdks 
to  the  south-east  of  Meoea,  isfarimi^-id^s/ts^tigth, 
;who3e  fertile  Jandfe  .ptt)di*ce,itlBif4«4»i)!&  %ria 
in  the  midat  of  .jibe  Anl^m^^titr^o^A^niii^ 
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tribe,  insttnlcled  <I  1uM#  ^m%  ^^ym  liM^  Hft  of  9»kt. 
sieges,' Bti^^  htm  ivyth  a  train  «f  IttHaiiiig  ^,^,,,, 

pbBt^mnmiid  a  f€«}«U;  ibm?1lb^mei^atiKl>wUh  a 
istmgGi  AevmsA  triwnph,  and  adtotedi^b'^Miyfdr 
tlie  r€|»eilta»oe  and  fi»f(9ir)r  idf  :«bej«iiibetiairitig 
ci^.  ^Theispoil  of  <ifis  ;lbt4aiiald  etptditilMti 
amOiArted  tD  MX  thoudanfdMfititdi,  im«M}r^flHir 
thousand  camds,  tdrpy  <hoi}Siaaid>  i^cl^  arid  ^ftna* 
tbousaridr  'onnces  -  of  ^ ^saiver  r  a  tribe'  ^o  hdd 

tbefsaisi&ce'of  tbenr  idols;  b^t'MiUMinm 
pehsatedithelosti  by  i^ej^htg  tO'^e  iKildlers 
his  «i&'<tf  the  fdonder,  and  M^sh^dibr  th^ 
sakevrttlflttrlie  possessed  a^  maay  bead '^cattle 
asttHsne^^Eineseitrees  m  the  province  of  Tehiama. 
Instdadio^tehastishig  the  disaAectidn  of  the^  Ko- 
rtrish^rheiiefa&iteJirQUied  4x>4^^  ovEt  thek*  loligii^ 
(hiBKMaii:  eKfmsMn)i  mA  ta  seoure  tbek  attache 
fiieiitibf  %  stqperi^r  measure  of  liberality :  Abu 
Sc^aan^  aioDe  "was  pFesented  wiHi*  threes  baa- 
<faridtc«ndstiaBd  »a>w^!y  oiiiK^  -of  silver;  and 
Mkeaawmi  metHlf  icoavert^'to  the  proAf  able 

tJie)^  itrhaHoA  bohie  tte  llurdbti»  were  neglected 
ia  theaflfksoa/ofeitiatwf^  '  <'  Afe^/'  replied  their 
artful  leader,  **  suffer  me  to  conciliate  these  re- 
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CH4P*   ^centefltiNHMfM^'llhesddtebtful^rii^ 
..  JC;^,  ''^gi^  of oKtoft  pnAshidile^EfaHAi.  iWo  g«tar  gMiM 
.  ^(It  inteiiBtf^ngr(lifis>'fl]id'ftrtiifi6sp]fi¥md8r^ 
*    'VmOBilMiiidiisidftmyicaale^inrinkip^ 

TttjrdF^ifidiQ;  tdisaddd  /tfae'iitopelitit)ifc<)0£<^ome||fG< 

'h^p/^i  \^6fN0ft  ar>iiianid^  wit  ttDcbdarJfv/  j^fe. 

'' .  WiAfa<>otF|lnqrer  ontiigmD  isief  MK^ttvua^^o'Hiejr 

li^ed^[>mf4  ftfoe-iMine  fteids^iieeiDf  d«aftrootiiliist^ 
eiteeutoijQir&Hjthe  idokt)Cw^naMa^j  {fifBUevten^ 
ante,  dn  <tbe  sh^es^df  tlMr^fird&a^lAiiKGdcqaii, 
and  ^ketgulftofrFiaraia,  were  saluted  fejr'likis  qc- 
cbimtMtt^^fa^iafijtlifol  pe6|4e.2  and^the  aaibadSB^ 
<torB  Mtho  kntlk^boffdire  the  thrbiKl  of  Me^m^nrere 
at^.  ntti]iiins«w>j(dax£»  the  Ait^hiaft'pi^e^ 
datea  ihdtrififelfeifiwn.tiic^  iiaatiidyityf  i3d&ai^paioh4vee. 
TJkriiiittoti  submittecl  to  thia!God*  todrl^ejait^tare 
c^aMahctoetc  06  €})pro&l9ioii$  Immtr)^^ 
i^a9Jdix>Iieil>edi  the  spontai^^imoif/reliiiDtotitvb*- 
lalMiS'Qfitintu^aiid  tithes  w6r&^pp]i(edJtft«b^&G^ 
itftnf  rdigiMniA^iidrane  hixii^ried^ 
tM»^nd;Moi}€«fe^a€cojripaiiiedlte(fe^  pii^iiit* 
age  p€}tlmcapl9<*le/ar     >:  .>il  a^vr  liiflBl  io  rii^e; 

jt«"»eui)8  Pcnittt  waiS0he>d{)terttatie^ ^JBBi0sa^5ilimi:tf;tfie 
K!i      amlja^sadors  of  Mahomet,  vsrhQ/i|^j|ert,t^§j^[g«^ 

'  The  last  ctnqiieAt  aod  fifeHitege  cfj^ipk^tnti,  $iteiamtt^tmi.ixt 

(f«,  1^  nu  AMpharagittt,  If.  108).;   1%etixtbdpieoIlc«ftau*4A6( 
st>ie(l  the  Ytn  of  ErabaKieft,  CGagniCK^  Kot.  adMuOM^^  11%. 


empire, 
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[siuQv  ifJOn  offiis  jflmpjIaftiBiIaikiri  mOy^MaHhi^-.*  ««Jd.^ 
nobisois  hfls'jlap{ios6dtlille  bcoresfiffoiiffeclumtof  die  a*  d  629, 

^io(aci^^tedr(fit)iaqtheoii(tyttl]|infct^ 

mail  'hnclow Jseci!dbex>^eiA)^«q6tKfc  ^m^inmrJbf 

s[riiii'of  life^Swadensf;  wnlitte  levgr^ofilli  Mi^ 
vojr  affdrded  a^omt  peebbnceiftiim^dki^'miillf^ 
thi^etiibumftd^ldiers^tiie  temte^ 
tliQl;cximdfc  to  iftcfi^slP9(»^i4^ihii  Joi^iMiJiT^ 
holf  banter  i>wiis  lAin^eil  to'^iiid  r'^nd^  stitAif 
was  tkt  ^^^eiplihe:  or^  jentht^^ni^^oll  it))e'i(i^jhi|^ 

eventHDf  t|invdte(iea:Efe»  J^ar  and  cAjbMMv  ^  were 
succe8silre]y.sub9ltft»ted  to  ihe^  cot^  und'if' 
tbe  t:hveei6t]buld'>pe^ish^  iti  the  wair^ '- the; imdf^j  ^ 

wefdf^utiiwiaed  to  ei^t  t^ir  geneni^i^^^hi) 
thre0iieidttk^wei$e>sIaiii  In  the  batiie^ef  ]M^ 
thefirsiitmflitdttji^iactiotv  whieh^  taoed^ll^fe^yiAdiir 
of}tfaftiA|oiiemi'a]^aiimia<fomg)i  e^  iiSeid' 
feU^illbq  ^^  siQidte#;rtiii  (be  forc^iK^st  i^ifte;  itinl^ 
death  of  Jaafar  was  herqic  and  jKiemomble^  *# 
losthiM^^ihond  ;f1id>dtalll«d^  t|i6  standard  tb/Kis  \ 
left:;  tlieilefi?wai$isav€i^^  he4ini^! 

»  CdmijiiS  wlV|bteff  kr  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  torn,  ii,  p.  232- 
255)  with  the  no  less  bigotsd  Greeks,  Theophanes,  (p.  276-278), 

^  FQii4ht|ftllIe4trM|]ta,  aUrit  iU  cooieqbtfiiccis  tee  Abolfisda' ip.^ 
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CHAP,  braced  the  standard  with  liis  bteedhig;  stomps, 
^  till  be  i^a$  transfixed  to  tbe  ^Ound  with  fifty 
bdhourable  vound^.  ^  Advakrce,^  cribd  At^&Slah, 
who  stepped  into  the  racant  place,  ^"didiraiAS^With 
«*  confidence :  eithl^i*  victcfrj^'oi*  pak^didb^Wddr 
«own.*'  TliH^fancfe  clfaR<)toan  decided  the  al- 
ternAtive;  but  thfe  feUihg  standdrd%lai  teamed 
by  Cated,  the  prbsdyte  of  Mfefccitf  tffrfe  ^  ^ords 
were  broken  in  his  hand;  and  hi^  Valour  with- 
stood and  tepnlsed  the  superior  teiimb^rs  of  ^he 
CImstians.  In  the  nocturnal  couiicfl  oif  tlie  iStop 
he  was  chosen  to  command :  his  $kilftil  evolittiotis 
of  the  ensuing:  day  secured  eiiOier  the  victdrjr  or 
the  iretreatof  the  Saracens ;  and  Caled  is  i^enown- 
ed  among  his  brethren  and  Ms  enemies  by  the 
glwioas  appellation  of  the  Sivcrd  d/Gc^.  In 
the  pulpit,  Mahomet  described,  wi^  ptb^h^tic 
rapture,  the  crowns  of  the  blessed  niai-tyf^/%tot 
in  jMirate  he  betrayed  the  feeihigs*'TbriHS!SaH 
nature :  he  was  suipris^d  as  h^  W^^*ti^et  the 
da\jghter  of  Zeid-  ''  What  do  rsee?*'^sMtf^fi^  i- 
jtonished  votary.  ^^  YoUsee,''repH«d4fi4fe^^pifetle, 
^«  a  fKietid  wHo  is  dfepldring  tfteidSi^  of^^io^ 
«  faithftil  fiiend?'  After  the  cotiqiiest^oJ^e^ica 
the  sovereJgh  of  Arabia  aflfiteted  tb^preVS^tit  ttte 
hostile  preparations  of  Hfetaclitt^;  ^hrf*  ^l^mnly 
proclaimed  war  against  tKe^^ttittttftis/^W^hout 
a«fettliititig  to  disguise t*ie!l^kM^^ltA<fdAiffi^^ 
of  the  enterprise.*    The  Mosl^fti^  Vere^^sfcdu- 

■■  ,■  '  ■','•'         'rj 

«  The  we4itipa  of  Tabwc  15  req^rdttJibyjfnjyj^diiiryrtllwbriMB, 
AbuJfeda  (Vit,  Moham.  p.  123-127^  ajia.9agp^er,^<Vif<if>Ia^a«act. 
tot^t.  iii,  p.  147-163) ;  but  we  have  tbe  advknfage  of  ajjpealing  to  the 
original  evidenoe  of  the  Koran».  (c  9^  ^  1S4^  1^3),  with  ^tO^VItanied 
and  rational  notes^ 
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raged ;  th^y  alleged  the  want  of  loaoHey,  or  horses,  ^  hap. 
or  provisions ;  the  sea(;o%  of  h^es^,  and  the  in* 
tolei^^hl^  be^t  of  th?  ^^iniBCi: :  r"  HeU  i»  much 
"  bflitjt^/'  fii^d  the  in^gijapt  piropiiet.  He  dij^ 
daio^  to  c^iDjpel  their  fi^viQ^  \  ^t  on^im  J^urn 
he  a^^aaia^ed  tt^e  most  guiltyj^hja^^cotomunir 
calwn  of  fifty  day^-  Their.  4^sap4iippi  eohnnced 
thMwrit  of  Abi4>c^er^  Q|thxn9^,^4  the4ai1)hftrf 
compamons  who  devoted  their  liveffAdfon^unes; 
and  MahoBfiet  displayed  hi^l)^nr^fii\.4t:  the  head 
of  ten.  thousand  horse  and  twenjtjjr.thpusand  fpot. 
Painful  indeed  was  the  .distress  of  the^  march : 
lassitude  a,Qd  thirs^t  were  aggravated  by  the 
scQ/'chii^ig  and  pestUential  winds  ^vthe  desert : 
teo  mon  rode  l>y  tun^on  ^  same  camel :  and 
they  were  reduced  to  tlie  shameful  necessity  of 
^ipkii^if  the.  water  from  the  bejlyof  that  useful 
anknaL  Jxi  the  midway,  tem.  day^^joumey  from, 
Medina  j^nd  Damascus,  they  reposed  near  the 
grov^  ^nd  iou^tajji  of  Tabuc,  Be3K)ad  that  place, 
Mahomet  declined  the  prosecution  qf  the  war ; 
he  (He9lai:^d:^ii?^5qlf  satisfied  with  the  peaceful 
iateiitioYH^,  he  ;W93  more  probably  dafunted  by 
the  ^la^tial  ^rr^y>  of  the  emperor,  of  the  ^ast, 
Bi][t  ^th^  a(;tivf^  ^44i^t^epid  Caled  spread  arouod 
the  terror  of  his  name;  and  the  prophet  re- 
cmyed  the  subnii^sion  of  the  trib^  aivA  .cities, 
fiCoa^  thQ  £;uphir|ttfe$.  to  ^lah,  at  the  head  of  the 
RedSej^,.  yo  his  jpiiristian  subjects,  Mahoi^et 
readily  granted  the  security  of  their  persons,  the 
fieedem  of  their  trade,  the  property  of  their 
goods,  and  the  toleration  of  their  worship.*  The 

^  tki^  iHplama  atcuriiatU  JUeuibu^,  is-AtlMted  liy  Ahmed  Ben 

Joseph^  and  the  author  Liftrt  5p/eti(ton(m,' (Oagiiier.  Not.  ad  Abulfe- 


/- 


91ft  TUP  ^^CIf;p  A^Kjp  FAtt 

CHAP.    Wffl^<!^f>fi^M'^^^'^^fS^^ 


m^^MWNf  fif.M»f  ^^^P'  ^Jl»^tt  H-0F^ 


adiilinft)|MlMI«il'li«»»ni«'ll|hlll<n9tl%'f'e^d  <brilife6l«*fl|idQ(iii 
lished  at  raris  tne  text  and  version  of  Mahomet V potent  in'tsToarof 

tinger  doubts  of  its  authenticity,  (flitt.  Qrientyp.  !^7) ;  Bemuidot 

pogtoi**  treaty  iriib  tWKestorian  ^f  iTah:b',  TA&n&n^]UBL.w  w.. 
tMKVl^iin^;  ^•MttlSfiiatliifixa'mtl^aAte^aVflJiBaa^ 

o|>hanes,  Zo^aras,  ^d  the  rest  of  the  9^*^^  *  ^nd  is  greedily  syal- 


««4}»%.«'%««« 
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thef "iej^^tf  tof  M^-pfb^Hki-A^llidMi  his  li^nA-  chap. 
ides  !iibre^aT'61|tm  '^itft^iT^is^it^  vm^  f6.      ^ 

by  the  humility  atWV^^'hfmMi^:'"'^ 
*  tharfe'fce  ihy'mat><'''satli  tl^' a^m  frotii  the 
parpHf«^wh6fe:f'f^veiiijAJd!f'sb&&i'g^i'l'yA 
"raft  my- own  back  td  tlib  lj«&'  trf'^tifia^n. 
"'  fi^vtl  aspersed  the  rfeputa^dii  W^fil'iWtiiisbt 
"  TtA^Y  lei  him  proclaim  %  fealti'iii' the'feie 
«  df^^r'iBorigregatibii.  "Mas  kny  6tte  ^eetT'd^ 
«sp(iil^o^ his' goods?  the  fittle'W  I  p*osS«4 
"  jh^oippeos«ite  the  principa]l  and.jthe  iot^if^t 
"  ofs^'debti"  <«.  Y<^f  rc|>lied>aT<uce  frvmitke 
crot^d;  "  i  am  entitled  to  ttir^  atmjs  of  silver." 
Mahomet  heaiid  ttift  complaint,  satisfi^  il;)ie4Q' 
Mnd/'^  thffliked  liis  'cre^or^for  acouAngrbim 
iaVl^'wortd  rather  than. at  the  4fly, ,pf,iMi^r 
meat;  >  Hec'bdielid  with  tempttdte^ftmnneM^tiK 
ap|i>^|ia=j6f4eathr  enfranchiSed'hls'^^ 
TeBtaiiea  BMn,  .<afti  Himy  afe  named*,  tmi^hrmi 
«iffiliy[j)rth!nW«!!y  directed  this  dlrder«*'hte^^ 
ral,  4p(^;ii^o(Iei^^  imiwueiitftt^on?  Q^ljii  ure^^ 
^<€riBndft,  oH'^Jiein'^'  btBMowcd'^e  ))«iiedi«^ 

htt>Eagi:^q^f:pfli£iiiiined:^^  &ia^iAnn,^£.ipubiie 

prt»^=«(fe  i*diiee  ef  AbnBd6ei'''w^i?uprtr'M8 

Wfl<^si%ppewp4  *ftnWWk  that  W9ien^a*(4.fe;i^- 
ful  friend  as  his  successor  in  the  saei^fiSdeal'Bnd 

anid'«nvy^roCi-a*fB»rectexplkii'iioaii&atioii.  i>:  Ala 
moment  when  his  faculties  were  visibly  impaired^ 


*«k««Ak%'%% 
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CH  APr  he  called  foi-  pen  and  ink  ta  write,  or  tnbre'pro- 
'  ^  periy  to  dictate,  aVRvine  book,  the?  sum  aita*"  at- 
coniplfshmerit  of  all  his  revelations^  a  l£sij«ite 
Arose  in  the  chamber,  whether  he  should  be  al- 
lowed to  supersede  the  atrthority  of  ilki^&^an ; 
a*d  the  pfrophet*  was  fbricfcd  tb  repi*aVb  tbeinde- 
cemt  v^bmenc^  of  Iris  di^eipfesJ  If  tii^^l^tJe^t 
credit  niay  Ve^O^fd^  to  theira*tlofti^:«'*Ws 
wive^  anU  cdtepdnions;  he  maiiitlihied  iiithi^bb- 
som  of  hiss  'fhmHj;  iind  to  the  1^  nta>t(iiii]ftt$  'of 
hb  fife,  the  digttity  of  an  apostle  and'ift^^ftitb 
of  an  enthusiast ;  described  ibe  vii^fit^  dTCki^Me!; 
wii6T>ade  an  everlasting  fardel  tti'tt^^iitotli; 
attd  expre^ed  his  lirely  confidtoce,  ndt  dib/f  of 
the  taHricyhiA  of  the  favour  of^e  '^{tf^fl^ 
B^krg.  In  i  familiar  ditebui^e  he  liktf^^^ 
tfoned'tiis  s|)eciat  prerogative,  tUaitIie^aii|^i^f 
death  was  hbtaRowed  to  take  his  siHd*?fflf  ^he 
had  re^)ectfttHf  ^kedthe  peritrissbittbf  ^^|^ 
phet  The  Te<|tiest  was  gratit^  ^  sttait  Ittsthdm'et 
imttiediftt^  fell  into  the  agon^  of1i&^^dS&6!ii- 
tion  T  hi^  head  was  reclined  t)ti  tfae&i]|f  of  ^J^jr^a, 
theT)est  beloved  of  all  Ms  wrvd&  :1jif!!fi£ii^'i^ith 
the  violence  of  pmn ;  recovering  his  spirits,  he 
raiii^liis  eyes  towards  1^  rodf  of  theirolJbif,  a^d 
with  a  steady  look,  though  a  fwlteii^^  jqi^ 
uttered  the  last  broken,  tli^gkattkncilatey'WWd^ 
"  O  Kiod ! .  ;  .  . ;  .  pardon  my  sins  . . :  . .  •  Yes^. 
**..■..,  I  come, . .  • . .  •  mQngip;yt^imi^&t 
"  zens  on  high;**  and  tb«$  peaceaMy^pedefitr^ 
on  a  cdrpet  sf>read  lipoii  the;  floor.  \  ,'Aa^^^lji^r 
tion  for  the  conqfuest  of  Syria  wus-ttopfUVirtf 
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tliis  mpuroful  ^vettt;  jthj^  oqnj,  baited  at  the  chap. 
gates  of  JV{ei|ina;th6  cbiefs^^i^eass^mbied  round  ^,  ^ 
theqr^dy^Qg  JQ^st^r*  ,Tlfe  ci|;y^  mor^  especially  tUe 
ho^sgf^pC  the  prcg^^t  w^s.asceneof  alainoraus$ar- 
ro^.95l|i^ot  des|^:,£ggQ[atipisio.4on^  could  sHg- 
ge^^,^>^}r  pf  iopf  |ip4.iqw?QJla^aa,  "  Pow  oaa 
<'  bjst.bq  dead*  ouf  witneid»;Qiur  iiMtejCsasmr,  our 

«  mediator  with,  ^4-^  3y  (fO^^^^i^  »pt  ^^^l 
^<  li^g  ^pses  aixd  Jpsu^f  be  U  wi:^t  |a  a  bidJgr 
^'  traiice^ Tuxd  ^{^iedUy  wiU  he  r«twu>to  bi^fiullK 
**  Cyl*pe»pieJV  The  evidence  pf  senie.wasxlisre-^ 
gardieiJ^^i^iu^d  Qt|iar>  junsbeatbing  b}»  Bimit^t^ 
tbr^l^Af;d  to  .sti^  pff  the  head^  of  .4be  it^d0lt» 
wbQ^^t44  dare  to  affirm  that  tbe^of^b^tw^s  iia 
n^pjC^,^  ./,'J'he  iumult  waa^appea^ed  by.tbe  w^gbk 
anil^^ll^^  ,Qf  Abubeker.    •?  Js  ^  it  Mallo- 

ws ga^'j,  said  be  tp  Owr  apd  the multitucfe,  ''or 
«'  j^^a^of  Maboii^^  Tbe 

"  <^(rfMaboi3oetUyethforever,buttbea^^ 
"  ^f^^  iQortal  li^e  ourselves^  and  according  to 
"  J^M^W^  predictipi)^  he  ha&  experieacedlhecofn^ 
"  ^^M^^^  ttwrtality.**  He  wa&  piously  mtern 
i^^/f^tj^t^J^ft^^s  Qf,bi§  i^are^t  kinsmoa,  pa  the 
sa^i^e^^pjp^yOU  jwbicb  h?  qxpked;*  Medina  has 
be^^  ^^§^  ^  jtb^^  death  and  Iwu^ialof  ;MabOr> 

^'^tm  trMkiB  And  l«tths  Iiave  ihvented  and  propagated  the  vulgar' 
ui^t^mr^o^ktkrMmS^im^tt^^  s^spetidbd  itf  th6 

air  1^  iMeeeat  intfut  Wfyyt'yM^  •  Mowcus  Ctwlobcondyldi  4^  IMviis 
Tofcicis,  L  iu,  p.^),  by  the  action  of  equal  and  potest  loadstones, 
(Dftsktetiei&Fa^  1^ Aa)|^^  liMUiMMt¥,  Rem.  Efi.  PP).  Without  any  phi« 
^o^WMte^^^WF^Hawy  yuaiHW^  thitf,  L  The  pv«t^t<was  lult  bu- 
ried V^  Mecca;  aod,  2.  Tha^his  ti^b  at  Medina*  which  has  heei^  vi. 
■ited-lby  <^9liotoi;  ie  placed  on  th^  ground,  (Relandde  Relfg.  Moham. 
L  lfijBiji9fip  ^^M-^HH'^G^gfiii^,  (Vie  dellii^^  to)!i.iii,p.  2«3^ 
?6S> 


ten 
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CHAP.  met'.ui^^ixmmfiifsi^i^P^l^^ 

Huicbartc.    |^  fj|)e<<f|iH;lHaw 

1«^,  faults  i^dxiniifMi«^fllo#i4wif^^ 

llt^ng^-.^  tluit^^tfiBoi!(^^  mwu  i]bMlI  been 
iulJbBtmtely<y>9yeiMntiwitb^^paAi^^ 
tii^lc  itcouk  f  tiU  biEi  dAffiqi4fc»Mkdi  tlie«i«WBMuu:er- 
twi ;  At  tjhe  di;BtaiM;e  of  tnrelve  cmturiff,  I  darkly 
cojtXm^^^^  hjadiia4etbrottgh.(^clouiloCMUgious 
inf;9^^;A]i4;CQuld Iitru\y  deliAeofce  tbeportrok 
of  >^^})lo^^3»  tbe^,AMting  resoioli) wee urouldnot 
^ttMbr  ffiply  te  the  aolitaryofmouiitHer^toi^e 
prcrach^  of  Meoca,  and  to.tho  copqueDir  of  .Afe^ 
<  bia^  Tbf$wtbor  of 41  mighty  sfvolu4ioi  appears 
to  have  been  endowed  with  a  pious  and  cootem- 
I^ativedispositjiofi;  so  $oon  as  marriagehad  rased 
him  above  the  pressure  of  wanttf.he. voided tbe 
paths  of  ambitioB  and  avarkre ;  atid  ttil  the  age  of 
forty,  he  lived  with  innoceocef  and  would  have 

«  AI  Jaonabi  enumerates  (Vie  de  yitibpmeU  torn,  iii,  p.  3ft-99l) 
Hw  multiCMioiM  dutiei  «f  a  pilgrim  who  W>it»  tbe  tooAi  if  ti»  F^* 
phet  and  hU  fianKpuaonii  and  tb^hmm^ctmim  »ii<Mi  M  ^ 
Ihct  0f  devotioa  is  nearest  in  obligation  and  m«g|t  to  a  4kiM  fiVMpt- 
The  doctocsaradividad  which,  ofif«n»  and  MafiiM.  i^lhlBMt 
excellMU^  SS1.3S4^ 

#  Thaiast  akkfuawt  death*  aaAhmidof  5MMM|^|MWttariM 
by  AbiUfedaand  Gi^{cr«  (Vil.  Mohan.  ^  Wip-llf  {  Vlf  #lll*«- 
me$«  torn.  Ui,  p.  SSO-^1  v  The  aaott  patoaii  mit^fmmH^  of 
ammtmn  wereangjari^ttaahwd  a;a»  ^f  niiiii  4%  <^  i«>K^ 
Abbas,  &c. ;  and  aa  th<gr  dweU  at  MaiiMr  s«da«nrlMllbtfNfM 
many  years,  they  might  leprat  the  pious  tale  ta  »  aica«#ir<Mlf' 
neration  of  pilgrims. 


•  ..-«.^..i^»..  nj  'jf^'  i»t.  -^j— ».<i^*  »hnl  iitiiirB  inin  ii'iT      i«* 

SHgVt'ilBH WVl  MltWll  Win  'lUC  '^PeWS  WKrl^HnSUAUS'. 

would  teacb  him  to  desffise  and  detest  the  idehctl^i 
of  mmt^iAt  WaS'tli#4li%<W^^iiHifii>i^  iifei. 

aMf>tWliiMfeyd:sM^id^^  *ihb4tJVMtK%ii^MHKb¥|' 
i^Ml^lM!  4S«seMU«(f  >M4th  ^Ht^M^^i^41ttMWte&^ 

daiiioititMfff>«bbr8t»sf  yi^l^'  a^-ini?«S^       Hi^<^ 

FsrsJflOd  blUi  i'.J'..r,'ji  -     l'    •'  ...•■«■•-■'*>  ">'-»•  -■"•■•  '>! 

pigeon,  that  sefmra  tp  descend  from  heaven  and  whisper  in  his  ear. 
A»<itkJ(tltliUSm  M>tii  4s  tli^  by'^rotius; '  W  ■  Verltat^^^l^' 

him  thj  nanpes  of  lus  authors  ;^  and  Grotius  confessed*  that  it  is  ua* 
kiW^WroTaw'SnmOTftetailrftlieihselvesV  Lest  it  should  provoke  their 
indigiuitiaii  tnd  Iftu^ter,  the  pious  He  is  suppf esicid  in  the  Arabic 
verflAMili^i>ul|it'ha»>inaihtafn«<i  an  edifying  place  in  the  numcrott^  e- 
diti*ft#lJf  ^e"liJi^'text/<lP6coclt,  Specimen  Hist.  Xrabuiii,  p.  iSft  ' 

iwfi  tUkxaimmengmK  umtni.  ^'iu  c.^s9^,  p.  tm^t^t).     */  ^ , 

»»  *9ii  j^^M^j^t  vtfi^  j^y'/urXXiw  V^arrtiy,  Vfcrfitu  2t  s^r^ri,  (Plato,  in 
Apolag.'Socrat.  c.  10,  p.  1^1,  1^2,  edit.  Fischeff.'    TOe  fSihttferex- 
aiMliiMiimil  a>»iiaa^T^eW«^a16e|ttiyV4tir  tlieag^f^;  (PUtton.  ^ 
0|«#«)i%dliLVp.  Jifefei  i^i  eiitC'Hen.  S&phan.),  are  beyond  the  reach  ' 
I  if  liii  iBatf^fMtKgTit T  II  nilT  i\\{  I  iTfTi  hV  inspiration  (the  AetifAoviav)  of  the  ' 
pM4M»fllier#^s4iklaii|^tltli^t  %^h^^Mfe^  '^6^' 

idcMxr^^lPA^AdM-i^Clorii^i^AiitHsts  are  expressed  ty  ^cero  (de  Di- 
▼iiMt>iil  M|^  iHdm  th6  xhrth  and  xvth  Dissertations  of  Maxiznus  of 
Tyre,  <p:  153-1T2,  edit.  ©avis). 

VOL.  IX.  Y 


%'»»»»^%»»» 
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CHAP.  9tanoe,r  bow  a  W»e  mati  ma^  decenre  lumself, 
how  a  gaod  mao'  may  deeeivt  <^ers^  how  the 
ijotiteieHce'im^^liioibflr  intai  ttixedjaniimiddle 
itate  tetween  iseKdHiHlioiD  andrviakintav^ffraii^  1 
CbarHjriia}r4ialUl¥e:«hal>tite«rf9i^  oittEiresof 
MiAtotnet  iwl'efiioaeiofipin^  aiidgAutb&JaMe- 
vbtonoei  iMt  ft  humiiD  jfilissiMarj.  ibiucsi^aibie^of 
dienshingltliie  obrtinale  iiiih^iiivciv  iipHiarqiect 
"iini  cllams^^despiBelH  pMSgamen^  acApMbe^mte 
1116  life.'j  ke^migb&  finigiirfefliiff'^itiliittlt^ulf^^ 
lik^^be  may  Ja^feHf  bate  the  eiiet»lMtiitfGodv 
the  slenr  paraioss  of.  pci3e  aid  ve¥ea^iftreie 
ktedled  in  the  bo9om  of  iMaboilmt,  tdad^lai^- 
ed  Jifee  (titeipfiopbet  c4*  Nmereb^  fcxr  tbtf  <laslnie- 
UomiiiLtkeirdbeis.if(fhdxn:he  imd  fOOft^enilied. 
TbeuijiiatiGe  of  Meoea,  imd  tite-  dioio^^if  .Mef- 
dinar  transfonned  tiie  oitiaeaiRtoti  priii|}e,:ftib 
humble  preacher  into  the  ksidt^  of  amieay  bnt 
htS'  sword  wi»  consecrated:  hf  the  lenaiMpIe  of 
the  s^nts ;  and  the  same  God  wbai^afBicte:a  sin- 
ful world  with  pesttteiKxe  aod  eaithqiu^ti^  might 
inspire  for  their  cotnrersionor  cha^tbementthe 
valour  of  his  servants.  In  the  exenciei^  of  po- 
litieal  government^  be  was  conatpelled  to  ah^te 
of  tlie  stem  rigour  of  fanaticism,  to  QOippIj^  in 
some  measure,  with  the  prf^dices  >a{i4rp0^o]is 
of  his  followers,  and  to  employ  eYpnithftvYi^s  of 
-mankind  as  the  instrutments  Of  thfMrrSsi^trtion. 
The  use  «lf  fraud  and  perfidfi •  of  ariidktj^-aQRi  m- 
justice,  were  often  subservient  to  the  prop^^tion  . 
of  the  faith ;  and  Mahomet  commanded  or  ap* 
proved  the  assassination  of  the  Jews  and  idolaters 
who  had  escaped  from  the  field  of  battle.     By 
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the  repetitioii  of  such  afots^  tkr charaoter  of  Ma-  ch  ap. 
hornet  must  hav«  beet%  gt adually  stained ;  arid  -.4^^** 
the  iDflueoide  ef  muE:h'p6niki0fis  lmfaitr»vottldlie 
poorly  cOTBptosated  by  likiei/praeticr  of  tie  ^ptif- 
soifai  wd  socm}  Wrtuesb  whieb  ai)e^iiiice8te»7<  to 
malnlaun'the  #epiitotidiWof  ai  prophet  mmstg  bis 
sectanes  and' frieaidst  'tOf^liis  kit  ^pearsy  aod^^ 
tioi)  wait'theritiingpas^kiii;  and^apolJAimiktyiitt 
stispeet^  Ifliat  bt  sectietfy  smiled  (tbevdcii^rkMS 
impoiit&f  I)  at  tbe  eht^uarasm  of  lii»  youths  ami 
the  erOfMity  of  his  proi^lytes/  A  pIiiIo6o|^ei' 
would  oAderre  t^at  their  draehy  a&d  At^  MCee^ 
ti^ottldiitted  more  ^tdngly  to  fortify  rtbe  ^assat- 
ance  (^  hii&  divine  missiOD^  that  ta^'int^resfc  and  4 

retifioii^ir^rdtnfeeparablyeomieotcx),  widtiiaA  his 
coftsdience  "^ovM  be  soothed  by  the.  ptrsuasion^ 
that  he'  atone  ^wa9  absolved  by  the  Bnty  from 
the  oU^t^oft  of  positive  and  inaraMaws«  If 
he  retatnefl  any  vesfSge  of  bis  nailive  innoceiice, 
the'sins  icif 'Mdhotnot  may  be  allowed  as  an  e^U 
deuce  ^iA^  siiifcerity*  In  the  support  of  troth, 
the  arts  of  fraud  and  ficibn  may  be  dernicNl  kssi 
criminal;  ^nd  he  would  have  started  at  the  foul- 
ness of  the  means»  had  he  not  been  satisfied  of 
the  importance  and  jmstu^e  of  the  end.  Even 
in  a  ^old^eror  or  a  priest,  I  can  surprise  a  word 
or  action'  of  unaffected  humanity ;  and  the  decree 
of  Mahomiet^  that,  in  the  sale  of  captives,  tte 
molhers  -should  nevter  be  separated  from  their 

'  Id  some  f fssa^.  of  his  volujminous  writings,  V^Itake  coxppares 
the  propket,  in  his  old  age,  to  a  ^akir,— <*  qui  detache  le  chaine  de 
*'  son  con  pdm*  f^n  doftuer  «iur  \tk  miiHH  i'  ws  confreres." 

y  2 
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CHAP.  cbilfirci)>  may  s$u$p^nd  or  mocjierate  the  censure 
^ — :,.^  of  th?  hi^jtorian/  ,  .  r 
Private  life  ;.  Tt»e,.gQQdi  scnse  ,of  ^Majjofii^t"  flf^i^ed  the 
met  *  **"  ppnap  of  royalty  ;  the  aposjtle  9f  God,  submitted 
to.  Uie  JU^oia)  p^ce^  of  the  faip|ly ;  I^e  klfidl^d 
th/5  fir^  s>v,ep|;  the  ^oqr,  m^lke^  the  ewes^^  and 
mended  wU^  h\^  own. hands  J;iis  shp^s  aja4  his 
woollen  goiiment.  .  Di^dain^ing  the  ..penance,  ^nd 
m^it  of  ^n  bermitj  he  ^bs^rved  witJbMOut  efifort 
or  yaqitj^^  the.  abstemious  diet  of  an  Arab  ;an^  ,a 
soldji^r)'.  On  splem^'  occasions  h^  feafd^ed,  his 
comp^i^ns  with  rustic;  and  hospitable,  plenty; 
butin.his.dppxe^tic  life,  many  weeks  wpuld  elapse 
without^  a  jSre  {being  J^indled  on  the  hearth  of  the 
prophets  ..The  interdiptipn^of  wjne^iv^  con- 
firnoied  by  his  example  ;. his, hunger  wa^  ^peas- 
ed  with  }8L  sparing  allowfince  of  barley;>bre^ ;  he 
delighted  in  the  taste  of  milk  and  .honey;  but 
bi&  ordinary  food  consisted  of  dp^tes  and^water. 
Perfumes  and  women  were  the  two  sensual, en- 
joyments which  his  nature  required  and  bis  reli- 
gion did  not  forbid:  and .M ahopieti^flOirm^^  that 

*  Gagnier  relates,  with  the  same  impartial  pen,  this  humane  law  »f 
the  prophet,  and  the  murders  of  Caab  and  Sophian,  tihSch  he  prompt- 
ed and  appr&ved,  (Vie  de  ^fahomQt«  torn*  ii,  p.  69»  ^7»  206). 

"  For  the  domestic  life  of  Mahomet,  consult  Gagnier,  and  the  co*- 
responding  chapter^  of  Abulfeda ;  for  his  diet,  (torn,  iii,  p.  !?8S— 288) ; 
his  children,  (p.  iSI>,  289) ;  hia  wireg,  (p.  290-S0S>;  his  marriage 
with  Zeineb,  (torn,  ii,  p.  152-160^;  his  amour  with  Mary,  (p.  S03- 
309) ;  the  false  accusation  of  Ayesha,  (p.  186-199).  The  most  ori- 
ginal evidence  of  the  three  last  transactions,  is  contaiteeif  hi  the  xxivlli. 
xxxiiid,  and.Ixvith  chapters  of  the  Koran,  with  Sale's  Comtmeutarj . 
Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  80-90)  and  Maracci  (Prodrom.  Al- 
coran, part  iv,  p.  49-59)  have  maliciously  exaggerated  the  fAailties  of 
Mahomet.  '  , 
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the  fervour  of  his  devotion  was  increased  by  these  chap. 
innocent  pleasures.  The  heat  of  the  climate  in-  ^^J^^^^^ 
flames  the  blood  blTthe  Arabs;  and'  thetr  libidi- 
nous complexion  has  been  noticed  by  tlie  writers 
of  anifquity.*  iTheir  Incontinen'cie  was'  f^t/lMed 
by  the  civif  and  religious  laws  df*  *the  Kotan : 
their  incestuous  alliances  were  blaiiiett,'t1&e  bound- 
less license  of  polygamy  was  reduc^fe^A  to  four  le- 
gitimate wives  or  concubines';  thelff  rlgliblbbtft' 
of  lied  and  of  dowry  were  equitably  det^rrrfinfed'; 
the  freedom  of  divorce  was  discouraged,  adtiltery  ' 
was  coAdemned  as  a  capital'  offence,  and  fti^fiica-^ 
tiofji  in  either  sex,  was  punished  with  air  hundred 
stripes/  Such  were  the  cdlm  and  ratfonjil  pre- 
cept's of  the  legislator :  but  in  his  private  con- 
duct, Mahomet  indulged  the  appetites  6f  a  man, 
and  abused*  the  claims  of  a  prophet.'  A  special 
revelafiori  dispensed  him  from  the  laws  which 
he  Tiad  imposed  on  his  nation;  the  female  sex, 
without  reserve,  was  abandoned  to  his  desires ; 
and  fhis  'singular  prerogative  excited  the  envy, 
rather  than  the  scandal,  the  veneration,'  rather 
than  the  envy,  of  the  devout  Mussulmans.  If  Hia  wives, 
we  remember  the  seven  hundred  wives  and 
three  hundred  concubines  of  the  wise  Solomon, 
we  shall  applaud  the  modesty  of  the  Arabian, 
who  espoused  no  more  than  seventeen  or  fifteen 
waves ;  eleven  are  enumerated,  who  occupied  at 
Medina  their  .separate  apartments   round   the 

*  Incredibiie  est  quo  ardore  apud  eos  in  Venerem  uterque  solvitur 
sexu3,  <Ammian,  Marcellin.  1.  xiv,  c.  4). 

y  Sale  (Preliminary  Discourse,  p.  133-137)  has  recapitulated  the 
l&wr.  of  marriage,  divorce,  &c. ;  and  the  curious  reader  of  Selden'g 
Uxor  Hebraica  wiJi  recognise  many  Jewish  ordinances* 

y3 
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CHAP,   house  of 'tte  apostle,  and  e^yojed  in  their  turos 
^^!r^v.  the  fayotir  of iits^ot^ugal  society.  WhatissinguT 
lar  enoi^h,  tfc«y  were  ^1  Vidows,  esckreptrng^  on- 
ly Ayesha,  fhe  dangbtef'of  Abuheker^    Ske  was 
doubtlen}  k  vii^,  since  Mi^bomet  coaeumilmted 
his  nuptials  (such  is  tb^  pi^emature  rijienes?  of 
tbe  climate)  when  sh9  w^s  only  nitie  yifears  of 
age.  ThQ  youth,  the  beauty^  the  spirit  of  Ay^sba, 
gare  b^  a  81lpe^^  asifeendaait  t  she  was  bekvred 
and  trusted  by  tb^  prophet ;  and,  after  hi^  death, 
s  the  daug^t^  of  Ababbker  was  loag  rei^\eped  as 
the  mother  of  the  fakhful.    Her  behaviour  had 
beei^.  ambiguous  and  indhicreet;  in  av  nocturnal 
march,  she  was  accideirtally  left  behind ;  and  in 
the  poomiitg  Ayesba  retvrued  to  the  catoeip  with 
a  ninn.  -The  temtp^  of  Mahomet  t^as  inclined 
to  jealousy;  but.  a  divine  mvelattoa  assured  him 
of  her  innocence :  h^  chastised  her  acc^ef  s,  and 
published  a  taw  of  domestic  peace,  Itat  W  wc 
inatt  should  be  condemned  unless  four  mide  wit- 
nesses had  seen  her  in  4fa^  act  of  aduMery.'    In 
his  adirentures  wi^  Zek>eb,^  the  wife  of  Zeid,  and 
with:  Mary,  an  Egyptian  captive*  the  amorous 
|K[o jlhet  fd^ot  the  interest  of  bk  reputation.    At 
t^0  bause  of  Zqid,  his  freedman  and  adopted 
son,  he  behdd,  in  a  loose  undress,  the  beauty  of 
Zeineb,  and  burst  forth  into  an  ejaculation  of 
^^votion  and  desire.     The  servile,  or  grateful, 
freedma^  understood  the  hint,  and  yielded  with- 
out hesitation  to  the  love  of  his  benefactor. 

"**  In  a  meitto^rable  case,  the  caliph  Omar  decided  that  all  pfesump- 
five  evidiihc^  was  of  no  avail;  and  that  all  the  fo\ir  witnesses  must 
^ave  actually  seen  stylum  in  pyside,  (Abulf^<i«,  Annales  Morieaaid^ 
1^.  71,  vers.  Reiske).  --    '     ^     •         ^t     • 
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But  aa  tim  filial  rf^y^ibioB  Jmi^Kcitad^cxmie  4»ubt  €h Ai». 
aad  aomdnh'tb^  aqgj^I.Gaibriel  40seeiidadr|rom  ^.^Jc^w 
beavfm  to.  mtifyAlm  dmd,^  Aoj  sijomA  tln^oAdojp- 

wixe^iiUBfim*  ti^49P9liter.ofi  Omar*  lawpris^ 
him ,  (w,  b^r.  lowoi  <  b^  ^  m^ :  Iji^e  ^^oibrtc^'  of  bis 
Is^gyftmn  cai^tipee  c .  sbe^  pKOifiised.giBi^ii^r  <a*d  for<* 
giviyi^^i^ :.  be  swore,  tb^t^bo;  w><mU ireo^iroce  tbo 
possession  of  Mm^r^  i9iQ^..pirtie)(  fwgQithm 
eogag^roepts*  and  Gkibrji^i^^liQAJi.fdesQeiided  with 
a  cfaai^Uar  pf  tbe<  iComiis  4o:  ab^c^v^e .  falm  rfrom 
his  o^»  and  to«xboi$|  :bim  Ireeiy^tQi^iijoy.  bis 
e^ptiires  apd  cofimiMme^  witboiit  iistmmg.  to 
the  dUunours  of  bis  Wjires«  In  .a  politwy  re* 
tr^atifOf  Uiirty ,  dajre^  he  laboured^  alone  with 
Marj^  to  fultl  the  cowpiaiids  of  the  angel  When 
hie^  loTe  and.  revf  nge  were*  aatiated^  bo  aummoa- 
ed  tOfhiapresaiice  im  elsvm  wives,  reproached 
their  disobedience  iond  mdiscretioiif  aad  threats 
ened  them  with  a  sentence  of  dtvwcer  both  in 
this  wok14  and  ^be  ne^;  a  draadtfttl  seiiteiiee» 
;^iiiee  ^bose  whO:  iiad  aaoended  the  bed'  of  the 
prophet  were  for  ever  excli^ded  from  the  hope 
of  n  second  marriage.  Perhaps  the  aneonti* 
nance  of  Mahomet  maj  be  palliated  by  the  tra*^ 
dition  of  hjU^  nMucalr  or  pi^ternatural  gifii*  he 

••SiU  rabur  ad  genJ»rationein,  quantum  triglpta  v\r\  b^bent,  inesM 
Jactai^t :  ita  nt  unici  hori  ppsset  und^ixa  fexmpis  itOufa^ti,  nt  a^ 
Arabupi  libris  refert  Stus  Petrus  Pascb^ius,  q,  2,  (Maracci>  Pror 
droaius  Alcoran,  p.  Iv,  p.  55.  See  likewise  Observations  de  Delon^ 
1.  iii,  c.  10,  fol.  179^  recto).  Al  Jannabi  (Gagnier,  Umu  iii,  p.  487) 
records  his  own  testimony,  that  he  surpassed  all  men  in  conjugal  vi* 
gour;  and  Abulfeda  mentions  the  exclamation  of  Ali,  who  washed 
Ills  body  ai^r  his  death,—**  0  propbeta,  certe  pce&is  suus  9<xIiU9  vec^ 
«•  mu  ,erectU8  sui^^  Qn  YiU  Mohammed,  p.  UO). 


CHAP.  uiiM;e^tMtimi^i^i«ti^»;iifit^ 

teo^^h  |ldb(Hifti;af  tb^irGrfcianilHardiiles/fKfiiA 
inQi#.iieffi#wi  90A  de«mfeisxc9i8eviiiaf  beodrawn 
from/hiAfid6i^fto£!bdtiaA».hiDiiriBgAher*w^^ 

the pri^/n^'tonAePoe^t^o^ithfivcneDaUe  Blebcoii 
was  ^^yw^<l^s^ltedi>>i Abe.sQaiet)F»  of  atiuraL  i Aiter 
her,(]i^b»  be/plaeetd  hep  an  th«irank  ei*th^  Com 
perfieqt  w^iiifWi»  withtti^iWterii^fiMifttearl^moT 
ther,  of  J§sus».and  F^ioia,  the  best  bolorediofiiis 
datm^btOTi^f  ^' WtasisbewtoMPj'saidAyeaba^ifiUi 
the  iopoJ^iv^.Qf  a  blooming  beauty^  ^^  has  not  God 
"  giv^;jrpii  aUHter  mrfaepr place;?'/  >'tNo,j by 
''  God« f  ^aid  Mabofiiet,  with  anteffiision  of  boo^l 
gratMiude,  '',thi^  neTetfc^^'beabettoif]  sbe<be- 
*'  lievcd  inM^t  wboQ^Qtw  despioed  me<  ^be  re* 
"  lieved  my  wants,  whco  I  was^poecrand  pevse-< 
"  cutad  by  the  worid.-"^  .  . .  >  r  .,,  i*  ..  • 
a^d  child-  i^  t]^e  largest  indulgenoe  of  polygawiy,>the 
founder  ^  a.  iteJigion  and  empire  migbt  asfare  to 
multiply  the  chances  of  ainumarou&posterjrt^anda 
lineal  suocessionv  The  b^pes  of  Mahomet  weie  fo- 
tally  disappointed*  .Thevii^Ayesha^and  Ub  ten 

^  I  borrow  tt)e  style  of  a  father  of  the  church*  iv»6Xivu9  'HpaxXss 
^ftvittuhtxmt^j  a0\ny  (Gr^g.  Naz{ati2et),  Orat.  iii,  p.'  108)1'         >*">'.' 

«  Tlitrcommoo  ufed  mo6t  glorious  legend  indudes,  in  a  single  night, 
the  fifty  victories  of  Hercules  over  the  virgin  daughters  of  Thes- 
tius,  (Diodor.  Sicul.  torn,  i,  I.  iv,  p.  274.  Papsaniis,  1.  i^^,  p.  763. 
Statius  Sylv.  1,  i,  eleg.  iii,  v.  42).  But  Athenseus  allows  seven 
nights,  (Deipnosophist.  1.  xiii,  p.  55p),  and  Apollodoi:us  fiftj,  for 
this  arduous  achievement  of  Hercules,  who  was  then  ^p  more  than 
eighteen  years  of  age,  (Bibliot.  1.  ii,  c.  4|  p.  Ill,  cum  notif  Heyne, 
part  i,  p.  382). 

'  Abulfeda  in  Vit.  Mohart.  p.  12,  13,  16,  17,  cum  notis  Gagnier. 
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wida4r8iofmattti^agBiai]dap|)Vd^diil^  chap!' 

Cadijah«'4l€Kldiitbaiiiiiii«h(gs.:    Mar^V^tf^^Egj^' 
tiaiv/concQbiBe|iV(rasf£Xideana(i  t^  fAm  by^ttet^iytb 
of  Ibmlri]ii^iiA.1^4be  ehd  ctr>fift^€ta^(»Mhsr«Uti«pH(W 
pbet  itrqibioveF  bb  tgr^ei?  Jbfil  lllf  ^IsMndd^t^ifir  ^  ^ 
firniBessf the  twHevy  oSMs  '^nmam,  tMU^^t^dlite^ 
the  adcdftimiiotitcf  ednttty  of  ^^^Md^ms;  hy^Vbi^ 
assurance  ithat aa  eoUpse  of  iohcf  «u«ii  Wd^  ku)t^6«ibifi  * 
sioDed  hy.  the  doatk  of  the  ittfant.  sCakHjbK-had 
likewise  given  him  four  daughters^  wbd  -W^tt  ixxHt^  ' 
ried  te  the  most  Mtdifui  of^his^scipte»  :'tbe'thr^'4'  - 
eldest  di^d  befiM^e  their  fatber*;  biit'Tatima,  y^A^ 
possessed  hk  confidenoeaiid  love,  became  th^'H'^ife' 
of  her  cousin  Ali,  and  the  mother  of  ati  Hlt]fe(»1ou^ 
progwaj.   The  merit 'aad  in}sfo»tf9ne&  of  AU^anc! 
his  descendantowilllbadine  to'an1ldpate,%i>6^ 
place^  the  semes  ^f  the  Saraoen  'Caliphs,' d  tilBle 
whieh  descrU^es'theeomtnanderstiifth^  ibftbftlFas 
the  vicars  and  successors  of  the  apostle 'ofCtcrdf*'  > 

The  biorth,  the  alliaMie,  the  character  dt  AW,  tharactey 
which  exaltedihitn)  aborre  the  restof  bifi  caun€ry»J  *'^^- 
men,  might  Justify  hid<claim  to  tbe^abant  thtiM^  ' 
of  A^bta.  The  son  of  Abn Tal^  wa»,:in  bisow^ * 
rigiit, :  the  chief  of  the  family  of  Hasfaem;  and'  this 

•  This  outline  of  the  Arabian  history  is  drawn  from  the  Biblipthe- 
q^e  Orieotale  of  d*Herbelot,  (under  the  nameir  oiAhwbecrf!^  Omari  Otlt^ 
mftut  Afit  &C*).;  C^^om  the  AnnaU  of  Abulfeda,  Ali^ulpharagivia,  asd  IU« 
niacin »  (under  the  proper  years  of  the  Htgira)^  and  especially  from  Ock- 
ley's  History  of  the  Saracens,  (vol.  i,  p.  1-10, 115-122.  ^29, 249, 363- 
372,  378-391,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the  second  volaroc).  Yet  Y^'t 
should  weigh  with  caution  thg  traditions  of  the  hostile  sects,  a  strean^ 
which  becomes  still  more;  muddy  as-  it  flows  farther  from  ^he  soprce. 
Sir  John  Chaidin  has  too  faithfully  copied  the  fables  and  error?  of  the 
modern  Persians,  (Voyages,  torn,  ii,  p.  235-250,  &c.). 
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plie  crf^Mccoa.  TheligbtpfpropheqjrwaseiLtmct; 
but  t]ie  hu^lmpd  of  Fatima  mightiexfect  the  in- 
hentwc^  w4.blewDg^of  her  £a4ber:  the  Arabs 
h^d  s^w^^jtiiQ^  be^n  piAieat  of  a^l^iaiyke  reign ; 
«r4  the  .tVQ  iprwd^iuds^  of  th^  pvophet  h|»c|  often 
been  fmdte4  a  his  by),  ami  yhewn  in  bis.  {MiJf  it, 
as  tb^  bic^  of  b^  age^  aiid  the  chiaf  of  the  yoi^h 
of  :pariidis^*  The^first  of  the  troe  bcdietrers  n^t 
9»fffre  to  march,  before  them  in  this  world  umd  in 
the.  AQXt ;  and  if  smtie  were  of  a  gra^rer  and  more 
rigid  caity  the  «eal  and  virtue  of  Ali  were  never 
out^pj^bjaoy  recent  prosdyte.  He  imited 
the.  qu^ifii^ions  of  n  poet*  a  soldier,  and  a  saint: 
his  wisdom  stiU  breathes  in  aeollectbn  of  moral 
4ndreUgiou&s»7ings;'  andeveryantagponiatyiotiie 
combfits  of  the  toQgue  or  of  the  swoi^iraa  nb- 
4wd  by  ios  eloquence  and  iraloiiRi^l^^Mi  the  first 
hpUFjof  hi3  94isBioii  to  the  last  rites  odhtoiineral, 
the  .^pjp^let  was  oever  for^en  by  a/geaeroiis 
fjcmA^  whom  he  delighted  to  numehia  bMther» 
his  vicegerwt,  and  thefai|bhfuk  Anroii  <£a.Meond 
JMoses.  TheaoaofAbuTateliivasa&frtWBrdare. 
jK'Wehed  fw  neglecting  to  9eeui^b«sMtenest  by  a 
^lepmtdeohiratiQn  of  his  rtifhi^ifrhicli  wmiM  hzre 
silenced  all  competition,  and  ieftlediiiR  snoceteion 
by^the  deqr^ofb^^ven.  But  t|is>  Unsuspecting 
hero  confided  m  himself  i  the  jeabu^y  otempm, 
and  perhaps  the  fc«  of  oj^^tipn>««g^t  auspend 

«  Odtlcy  (at  the  end  of  his  second  i»lnmt)'bas  givwi  aolB^lkh 
version  of  1€9  sentences,  which  he  ascribes,  with  some  hesitation,  to 
Ali,  the  son  of  Abu  Taleb.  His  preface  is  coloured  by  the  enthusiasm 
of  a  translator;  yet  these  sentences  delin^te  a  chanicterietic,  thougii 
dark,  picture  of  huouui  life. 
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the  resolutfen^  of  JM*fc6ni€t^$  and!  flie  fieff  of  chap. 
sickness  was  besieged  by  the^artAil  Ayesha,  the  ^^^^ 
daughter  Of  Abubeke^  an^  the  encWy  6f  Ali. 

The  sjtence  and  death  of -the  pro^et  restbr-  ^^^^^ 
ed  the  Kberty  of  the  people ;  'and  has  dbmpKanions  a.  d.  m^ 
convened  an  assembly  to  deliberate  on  tfhedhoice  ^^^'^'^ 
of  his  successor.  The  hereditary  dainllahd  lofly 
spnrittof  A!i,  were  offensive  to  an  arJsfocraey  of 
elders,  desirous  of  bestowing  arid  resuming  the 
sceptre  by  a  free  and  frequent  election :  the  K.Q- 
reish  could  never  be  recohdled  to  &e  proud  pre- 
eminence of  the  line  of  Hashem ;  the  ancient  dis- 
cord of  the  tribes  was  rekindled ;  the  fugitives  of 
MeoesL  and  theauxiliaries  ofMedina  asserted  their 
respective  merits,  and  the  rash  proposal  df  chooa- 
ing"  two  independent  caliphs  would  have  crushed 
in  their  in^ncy  the  religion  and  empire  of  theSe- 
racetniw  The  tumult  was  appeased ^by  the  disinter- 
ested fesolution  ofOmar,  who,  Suddenly  renoun^* 
cing*  fais^pw^  pretensions,  stretched  forth  hh  ha^4 
and.  declared  Uuiuietf  the  firbt  subject  6f  the  m9d 
andvwienableAbubeker.  The  urgency  of  the  mo- 
ntenf^  ts»d  the  acquiescence  of  the  people,  mfigfat 
excu^ this  filial  €ind  precipitate  measure;  but; 
Omar  himftetfeotlfi^&sed' from  the  pulpit,  thai  if 
any  Mussulman  should  hereafter  presume  to  ahti- 
dpate  tjiesttffriifge  of  his  bretiiren^  both  the  elect-, 
oriaod  the  ele^edi  would  be  worthy  of  death.* 
Af te|:  the  stttvple  inaugivation  of  Abubeker,  he 

,«'OckUyy  (Hi9t*  of  the  SarnoenSft  toL  i,  p.  5^  6)«  from  an  Arabian  MS. 
represeiHs  A^esha  as  adverse  to  the  substitution  of  her  father  in  the 
place  of  the  apostle.'  This  fSact,  so  improbable  in  itself,  \^  unnoticed 
by  Abttlfeda,  Al  Jannabt,  and  Al  Bochari,  the  last  of  whom  quotes 
the  triidiaon  of  Ayesba  hersftlf,  (Vit,  M6hi^mm«d«  p.  136 ;  Vie  d» 
Mahoniiet,  torn*  Ui,  ]p.  236), 
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CHAP,  was' obeyed  in  Medina,  IVtecca,  and  the  provinces 
^'  of  Arabia ;  the  Itashemites  alone  declined  the 
oath  of  fidelity ;  and  their  chief,  in  His  own  bouse, 
maintaiiiedi  above'  six  montlis,  a  sullen  and  in- 
dtpehdent^  reserve  ;  without  listening '  to  the 
threSts  of  Omar,  who  attempfeci  to  consume"  with 
lire  the  habitation  of  the  daughter  of  tiie  apostle. 
The  death  of  Fatinia,  afid  the  decline  of  bis  party, 
subdued  the  indignrfht  spirit  ot  AW  :  he  condes- 
cended ^o  salute  the  comriiander  o^  the  faittful, 
accepted  his  excuse  of  the  necessity  of  prevent- 
ing their  common  enemies^  and  wisely  refected 
his  coiifteous  offer  of  abdicating  the  'government 
of  the  Arabians. '  After  a  reign  of  two  years, 
the  aged  caliph  was  summoned  ty  the  angel  of 
death.  In  his  testament,  with  the  tacit  appro- 
bation of  the  companions,  he  bequeathed  the 
sceptre  to  the  firm  and  intrepid  virtue  of  Omar. 
^*  I  have  no  occasion,'*  said  the  modest  cahoidate, 
"for  the  place,"  **  But  the  place  has  occasion 
**  for  you,^'  replied  Abubeker ;  who  expired  with 
^^n^^M  ^  f^^'verit  prayer  that  the  ttod  of  MaJiomet 
juiy'j4;  *  would  ratify  Jiis^  choice,  and  direct  the  Mussul- 
mans in  the  way  of  concord  and  obedience. 
The  prayer  was  not  ineffectual,  since  Ali  hini- 
•  self,  in  a  life  of  privacy  and  prayer,  professed 
to  revere  the  superior  worth  and  dlg^nily  of  his 
rival ;  who  comforted  him  for  the  loss  of  empire, 
by  the  most  flattering  marks  of  confidence  and 
esteem.  In  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  Omar 
'  .^  received  a  mortal  wound  from  the  hand  of  an 
assassin  ;  he  rejected  with  equal  impartiality 
the  names  of  his  son  and  of  Ali,  refused  to 
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load  his  coDfci^Qce  with  the  si^is,  j>f  hi|,^swc<?^s0l*»   CH  41^. 
and  devolved  on  six  of  tne  mosf  respectabje  con^-  ^^^^ 
panions,  the  urduQUs  task^  qf  elec|ip^a;^ com- 
mander of  the  faithful.     On  this  oc(jasiofj,,,^li 
was  again  blan^ecj  by  hjis  friends^'  for  subti[^]^^|ing 
his  right  to  the  ji|dginent  of  pien,  fcp^  ^ec<^nip^* 
ing  their  jwrisdiction  by  ae^ceptin^  .a  fjlpc^  ^ff^ong 
the  six  electors..    He.n^ight  have  ot^tairjed^  th^ir 
suffrage,  had  1^  deigned  to  promise  a  stifict  apd 
servile  conformity,  not  only  to  t|ie^  K^ofajn  and 
tradition,  but  likewise  to.the  determinations  of 
two  seniors.^:    With  these  limitations,  Othpian^  of  oth- 
the  secretary  of  Mahomet,  accep|ied  the  jjovi^rn-  a.V.  ai, 
ment ;  nor  was  it  till  after  th^  third  caliph,  t>Yen;  ^°''-  ^• 
ty-four  years  after  the  death  of  the  prophet,  that 
Ali  was  invested,  by  the  popular  choice,  with 
tlie  regal  aiid  sacerdotal  office.     The  manners 
of  the  Arabians  retaiiied  their  primitive  simpli- 
city, a^d  the  gon  of  Abu  Taleb  despised  the 
pomp  and  vanity  of  this  wo^ld.     A.t  the  hour  of 
prayer,  he  repaired  to  the  mosch  of  Medina^ 
clothed  iXK  a  thin  cotton  gown,  a  coarse  ti^rban  piv 
his  heaf^,  his  slippers  in  on.e  hand,  apd.hisbop^  in 
the  other,  instead  of  a  walking  staff*.  ,  The  coni; 
panions  pf  the  prqphet  apd  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe| 

^  Partictilarly  \\  hts  fl-iend  and  coUsiu  Abdaliah,  t\it  son  of  Abbas, 
who  died  A.  1>!m%  ^i\^  th^  *»tl«  o^  &^^  doct^^r.pf  tho.  3'l9»i^AK* 
In  Abulfeda  he  recapftulafed  the  importg^nt  occasions  in  wijich  Ali  had 
neglected  his  salutary  advice,  (p.  76,  vers.  Reiske) ;  and  concludes,  (p. 
85),  0  priaoeps  fidcUmn*'  absque. cpatrover^ia.  t«  ftwid^^m,  vefe  4'prtf» 
es,  at  inops  boni  consilii,»ct  rerum  gerendarum  parum  callens. 

*  I  suspect  that  the  two  seniors  (Abulpharagius,  p.  115;  Ockley, 
torn,  l,  p  371)  may  signify  not  two  actual  counsellors,  but  his  ivv:o 
predecessors,  Abubeker  and  Omav. 
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CHAP,  saluted  their  new  sov^reigni  and  gav^  him  tk^ir 
^  .«.  <%ht  bmda  as  a  9igfQ  of  fealty  and  aUegimce^ 


Disemdof  Th^  Ibischiefs  that  flow  from  Hm  eoistesi^  of 
I^Per!"  amhMoA  are^ii^y  iHmftn^  to  th9  iinm  and 
'^'o^  GcmhtriM  in  whkb  they  have  been  a^ated^  But 
the  reifgious  dis^ond  Of  the  fiie|3da  aDi^  criqpnues 
of  Ali  has  beei^  k^o/^wisA  in  every  age  <tf .  (he 
Hegira»  dad  is  still  maintainfd  in  th«  imoiortiil 
hatred  of  the  Persians  dnd  Turks.*"  The  form* 
eri  who  are  branded  with  the  appeltatipti  ef 
Shiites  or  sectaries,  have  ewiched  the  Msdiomet- 
aa  oreed  wi|b  a  neW  article  of  faith  ;  abd  if  Ma- 
homet be  the  apostle,  his  dcnapaaion  AM  i?  the 
vicar,  of  God,  In  their  {»rifate  coav^rs^^  ii^  their 
public  worship,  they  bitterly  ^sxeci^ate  th^three 
tlsurpers  who  iptercepted  his  indefeasible  right 
to  the  dignity  of  imam  and.caliph;  .aa4  the 
name  of  Omar  expresses  in  their  tw^eUate  per* 
feet  accomplishment  of  wick^edne^s  4Rd^un9let;/ 
The  S^mnites,  who  are  supported  byf<thi^geperal 
iconsent  and  orthodox  traditiopr  of  ,th)&>J\fu6fal- 
mans,  entertain  a  more  impartial,  car^at  )aast  a 
more  decent,  opinion  They  resp^t*  tb?  m/e- 
mory  of  Abubeker,  Omar,  Qthnfipn,^^  ap^  Ali, 

^  The  schism  of  the  PerAiani  is  expIaineil^'tlt'Qur  tr«9i99^s#tAM|} 
last  ceoturyt  especially  in  the  iid  and  ivth  volumep  fi(  theyr.  i^^ter, 
Chat€in.  Niebuhr,  though  of  inferior  merit,  "has  ifae  advamSi^  of 
writitig  so  late  as  the  year  3Y64^  (Voyatt^'^n  Arafai^'ft«^  "VdtL  U^^ 
tOS-83^,  since  the  ineredwa  4ttttpipt^oi:  ir«)li^«l^  to  .cbun^  tk% 
religion  of  the  nation,  (see  his  Persian  nistory  translate  into  French 
by  Shr  William  Jonc§,  <otil.  fi,  |>.  5,  «,  47r 4«,  a44«ftM).  .  ..n  : 

>  Omar  is  the  ftame  of  the  devil )  Mis'  tnordimr  ia^i  saiK.  .  When 
the  Pensians  shoot  with  the  bbw^  tSiey  A-eq««n(tif  %:f^,-a«.««  May  this 
••  orroir  go  to  the  heart  of  Omar'!  *'  (Voyages  4e  ^HiariWn,  tonu  Ha 
p.  S39,  240,  f59»  <8be.).  '  iv"  ■..  u  *,.      f 
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the  holy  and  Ic^imate  successors  of  the  prophet,  chap 


But  they  assign  the  last 'and  most 'huitoMe  pldiCe      ^* 


to  tbe  busbatid  of  Fatima,  fai^the  p<»l^tM%Mf  that 
tbeofHierof'kiccfes^oii  wts  SlsMMi%eA^^ilke 
l^ee^^efisan^fty^  AnHistorialh  ^B^tkiMft^ 
?es  the^diif  ckltj^s  with  a  h&m  vmshUSkh  iff 
n]per5tiCii»i,^MII'  C&im!)K^pi^dAo«irti?e,  tUat' th^ 
inannerj  i^e  •aBfc6^  pure  khd  exeriiplarf ;  that 
their  iseal  was  fervent,  and  probably  ^diticefe  5 
md  that,  in  the  midst 'of  rkhed  ftod  jieiHver,  thelf 
Bi^s  were  derbted  td  tSie  practlfcfe  of  moral  and 
religious  duties.'  But  the  publifc  virtues  of  Abii«» 
^ker  and  Omar,  Hbe  prudence  off  the  first,  the 
lereritjr  of  the  second,  maintained  the  peace  "knd 
piosperfiy  ijf  tbrfp  reigns.  The  feeble  temper 
Hid  AeAihfngt^  of  Othman  were  iritapaUe  of 
stt^ahiiiig  Ihe  Aveiglft  of  conquest  and  eiApire< 
He  chose,  afitA'he  waS  deceived ;  be  trusted,  atnd 
b«iraii%etrayed'  the  most  deserving  orthe  faiths 
hi  be(iaAii  useless  br  'hostile  to  his  governtneikt, 
and  his  lavish  bounty  was  productive  only  of  In- 
jratHtidc  and  di^c6ntent.  The  spirit  of  discord 
B^ent  forth  in- the  provinces,  their  deputies  as- 
sembled at  Medina,  and  the  Cbaregites,  the  des- 
perate fanatics  who^disclaimed  the  yoke  of  subor- 
iination  and  reason,  were  confounded  among  the 
Iree-born  Acabs,  who  demanded  the  redress  of" 
tbehr  wrongs  and  the  punishment  of  their  oppress- 

*  This  gndatioii  of  merH  is  distinctly  fnarfced  in  a  creed  illustrate 
d  by  Belaidt  (dc  ReUg.  Mohamm.  L  i,  p.  37)  s  and  a  Sonnite  argu* 
Bent  inaertttd  bj  Ocldcffw  (Hist,  of  the  Saracens*  torn,  ii,  p.  230).  The 
■nctice  of  Parsing  the  memory  of  All  was  abolished,  after  forty  years, 
7  the  Ommiades  themseWes,  (d^Herbdot,  p.  S90);  and  thero  are 
^  smong  the  Turks  who  presume  to  revile  him  as  an  inSdel,  (Voj- 
gHde  Chardin,  torn,  iv,  p.  46), 
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CHAP,  ore*  From  Cirfft,  from  Bassora»  from  Egypt> 
^  firotti  the  tribes  of  the  desert,  ttiey  rose  in  arms, 
tBtnmfed  dmit  A  league  from  Medida,  and  de- 
6|latcbe4  an  haughty  mandate  to  their  sovereign, 
requii[i]i^  him  to  execute  justice,  or  to  descend 
from  the  throi^»  His  repentanee  l>^aii  to  dis- 
arm and  disperse  the  instrrgents ;  but  <3k^  fiiry 
wi^  rekindled  by  the  arts  of  his  memies  :  and 
the  forgery  of  a  perfidious  seeretaiy '  was  con- 
trived to  Mast  his  reputati<m  and  precipitale  his 
fall.  The  caliph  had  lost  the  only  guard  of  his 
predecessors,  the  esteem  and  confidehce  of  the 
Moslems  :  during  a  siege  of  six  weeksl  his  water 
and  provisions  were  intercepted,  and  the  feeble 
gates  of  the  palace  were  protected  only  by  the 
iicruples  of  the  more  timorous  rebels.  Forsaken 
by  those  who  had  abused  his  simplicity,  the 
helpless  and  venerable  caliph  expected  tiie  ap- 
proach  of  death  :  the  brother  of  Ayesha  march- 
ed at  the  head  of  the  assassins  t  and  OthmaD, 
A.  D.  655,  with  the  Koran  in  his  lap,  was  pierced  with  a 
multitude  of  wounds.  A  tumultuous  anarchy  of 
five  days  was  appeased  by  the  inauguration  of 
All ;  his  refusal  would  have  provoked  a  general 
massacre.  In  this  painful  situation  he  supported 
the  becoming  pride  of  the  chief  of  the  Huhemites; 
declared  that  he  had  rather  serve  than  reign :  re« 
buked  the  }»^sumptioti  of  the  strangers ;  and  re- 
quired the  formal,  if  not  the  voluntary,  assent  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  nation.  He  has  «ever  be«i  ac- 
cused of  promoting  the  assassin' of  Omar;  tihough 
>  Persia  indiscreetly  celebrates  the  festival^  that 
holy  martyr.    The  quarrel  between  Othman  and 


Death  of 
Othman, 
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liis  si^bjects  wa3  a§9upged  by  ^e  ♦aijly  mediation  chap. 
of  AIji  and  Haisaan,  the  ^West  of  ;bi«  qqb^  was  ,,^h;.,^ 
insu^t^ed  ^^4  woujodeid  in  tl»e  j^efeftW ;  «f<tf*^  ,ca- 
liph-v,. yeli.it  is  dQuh^fuJ^whstftflTitjiNPtfti^bw  of 
Has^n  wa$  strenuous  ai&d,^ific^^.iq  ^i9-Qp|iosi* 
tioif.f;o,thArebql9;  aiulJt  i^  cer£ai%i thji^  ^^n- 
joy^d  the  benefit  of  their  iCpnjft  7.Tbfi„feeinpta- 
tipn  ii^^4^deed  of  auqh  magpitudq.afrOMifht  i^utag* 
geir  and  corrupt,  (he  uaost  obdi^^te  y^'tik^k  The 
amb^^oi^  candid^Eit^  no  longer  ^pii;^  tor  the  buf- 
ren  9Qq^re  of.Ar^ibiat^  tb^.  Sara^en^^had  b^n 
v-ictprious  in  the  %st  wd  West;  and-tbe^woalthy 
k^ngdofns  of  Persia^  Syria,  and, Egypt^  ,w^e  the 
patrimor^y  of  the  commapdei?  oX  tl^  fisfcHhfuK 

.^{life  of  pr^y^r.  ^ad. contemplation  had  not  aeig«of 
chilled  the  martial  activity  of  AUi  but -in  ft.  ma-  g^^io/ 
ture  i^e^  after  a  long  e;^perience  af.jnankind^he 
still  l^tr^ed  in*  his  conduct  the  jpasline^s  *  and 
inc^iscretion  of  youths     In  the  first  days  of  his 
reigQi  he  neglected  to  secure,  ditbier  by -gifts  or 
f etters>  the.  doubtful  allegiance  of  Telha  and  Zo-* 
bciif,  t'^YQ  of  the  mpst  powerful  of  the  Arabian 
chiefsr     They  escaped  from  Medina  to  Mecca^ 
and  f^om  thence  to  Bassora ;  erected  the  stand- 
ard   of  revolt,  and  usurped  the  government  of 
If*ak^  .or.A^syria>  which  they  had  vainly  solicited 
a^  ^he  reward  of  their  services.    ,The  iBa3k  of 
pa|xiotism  is,, allowed  to  cover  the  most  ^glaring 
in<;onsistencies;  and  the  enemies,  perhaps  the  as- 
sassins^ of  Othman.now  demanded  vengeance  for 
his  Mood*   They  were  accompanied  in  their  flight 
byAyesha,  the  widow  of  the  prophet,  who  cherish- 
ed, tothebst  hourof  her  life,  an  implacable  hatred 
against  the  husband  and  the  posterity  of  Fatima. 

VOL.  IX.  z 
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CHAP.  Xhe  most  reasonid>le  Moslems  were  scandalizcdr 
that  the  mother  of  the  faithful  should  expose  in  a 
camp  her  person  and  character;  but  the  supersti- 
tious crowd  was  confident  that  her  presence 
would  sanctify  the  justice,  and  assure  the  success, 
of  their  cause.  At  the  head  of  twenty  thousand 
of  his  loyal  Arabs,  and  nine  thousand  valiant 
auxiliaries  of  Cufa,  the  caliph  encountered  and 
defeated  the  superior  numbers  of  the  rebels  under 
the  walls  of  Bassora.  Their  leaders,  Telha  and 
Zobeir,  were  slain  in  the  first  battle  that  stained 
with  civil  blood  the  arms  of  the  Moslems.  After 
passing  through  the  ranks  to  animate  the  troops, 
Ayesha  had  chosen  her  post  amidst  the  dangers  of 
the  field.  In  the  heat  of  the  action,  seventy  men, 
who  held  the  bridle  of  her  camel,  were  success- 
ively killed  or  wounded  ;  and  the  cage  or  litter 
in  which  she  sat,  was  stuck  with  javelins  and 
darts  like  the  quills  of  a  porcupine.  The  vener- 
able captive  sustained  with  firmness  the  re- 
proaches of  the  conqueror,  and  was  speedily  dis- 
missed to  her  proper  station,  at  the  tomb. of  Ma- 
lK)met,  with  the  respect  and  tenderness  that  was 
still  due  to  tlie  widow  of  the  apostle.  After  this 
victory,  which  was  styled  the  Day  of  the  Camel, 
Ali  marched  against  a  more  formidable  adversary; 
against  Moawiyah,  the  son  of  Abu  Sophian,  who 
had  assumed  the  title  of  caliph,  and  whose  claim 
was  supported  by  the  forces  of  Syria  and  the  inte- 
rest of  the  house  of  Ommiyah.  From  the  passage 
of  Thapsacus,  the  plain  of  Siffin.*"  extends  along 
the  western  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  On  this  spa- 

"  The  plain  o(  tiffin  is  determined  by  d*AnvilIe  d'Euphrate  et  > 
Tigre,  p.  29)  to  be  the  Campus  Barbaricus  of  Procopius. 
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cious  aiid  level  theatre,  the  two  competitors  chap. 
waged  a  desultory  war  of  otie  hundred  and  ten  Uv.^%i 
days.  In  the  course  of  ninety  actions  or  skirmish^ 
es,  the  loss  of  Ali  was  estimated  at-twenty-fiv€f, 
that  of  Moawiyah  at  forty-five,  thousand  soldiers; 
and  the  list  of  the  slain  was  dignified  with  the 
names  of  five  and  twenty  veterans  tVhd  had 
fought  at  Beder  tinder  the  standard  of  Mahomet. 
In  this  sanguinary  contest,  the  lawful  caliph  dis- 
played a  superior  character  of  valour  and  hu- 
manity; His  troops  were  strictly  enjoiiied  to  a- 
wait  the  first  onset  of  the  enemy,  to  spare  their 
flying  brethren,  and  to  respect  the  bodies  of  the 
dead,  and  the  chastity  of  the  female  captives.  He 
generously  proposed  to  skve  the  blood  of  the 
Moslems  by  a  single  combat-;  but  his  trembling 
rival  declined  the  challenge  as  a  sentence  of  iri- 
evitable  death.  The  ranks  of  the  Syriaiis  werd 
broken  by  the  charge  of  an  hero  who  was  mount- 
ed on  a  pyebald  horse,  and  wielded  with  irre- 
sistible force  his  ponderous  and  two-edged  sword; 
As  often  as  he  smote  a  rebel,  he  shouted  the  Al- 
lah Acbar,— "  God  is  victorious ;"  and  in  the  tu- 
mult of  a  nocturnal  battle,  he  was  heard  to  repeat 
four  hundred  times  that  trenieridous  exclama- 
tion. The  prince  of  Damascus  already  meditat- 
ed his  flight,  but  the  certain  victory  was  snatch- 
ed from  the  grasp  of  Ali  by  the  disobedience  and 
enthusiasm  of  his  troops^  Their  conscience  wa| 
awed  by  the  solemn  appeal  to  the  books  of  thei 
Koran  which  Moawiyah  exposed  on  the  foremost 
lances ;  and  Ali  was  compelled  to  yield  to  d  dis- 
graceful truce  and  an  insidious  compromise.  He 
retreated  with  sorrow  and  indignation  to  Cufa ; 
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CHAP,  bis  party  was  discouraged ;  the  dist^mt  provinces 
^'  of  Persia,  of  Yemen,  and  of  Egypt,  were  subdu- 
ed or  seduced  by  his  crafty  rival;  and  the  stroke 
of  fanaticism  which  was  aimed  against  the  three 
chiefs  of  the  nation,  was  fatal  only  to  the  cousin 
of  Mahomet.  In  the  temple  of*  Mecca,  three 
Charegites  or  enthusiasts  discoursed  of  the  dis- 
orders of  the  church  and  state:  they  soon  agreed, 
that  the  deaths  of  Ali,  of  Moawiyab,  and  of  his 
friend  Amrou,  the  viceroy  of  Egypt,  would  re- 
store the  peace  and  unity  of  religion.  Each  of 
the  ass^issins  chose  his  victim,  poisoned  his  dag- 
ger, devoted  hb  life,  and  secretly  repaired  to  the 
scene  of  action.  Their  resolution  was  equally 
desperate :  but  the  first  mistook  the  person  of 
Amrou,  and  stabbed  the  deputy  who  occupied 
his  seat;  the  prince  of  Damascus  was  dangerous- 
ly hurt  by  the  second:  the  lawful  caliph,  in 
the  mosch  of  Cufa,  received  a  mortal  wound 
from  the  hand  of  the  third*  He  expired  in  the 
sixty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  mercifully  recom- 
mended to  his  children,  that  they  would  despatch 
the  murderer  by  a  «ng}e  stroke.  The  sepulchre 
of  Ali*"  was  concealed  from  the  tyrants  of  the 
house  of  Ommiyah,'  but  in  the  fourth  age 
of  the  Hegira,  a  tomb,  a  temple^  a  city,  arose 

*  Abulfeda,  a  modern  Sonnite,  relates  the  diflftrent  opinioss  con- 
cerning the  burial  of  Ali,  but  adopU  the  sepulchre  of  Cufa,  bodir 
fama  numeroque  religiose  frequentantium  eelebratum.  This  number 
JB  reckoned  by  Niebubr  to  amount  annually  to  2000  of  the  dead,  anA 
MOO  of  the  living,  (torn,  ii,,  p.  208,  209). 

4  All  the  tyrants  of  Persia,  from  Adhad  el  Dowlat  (A.  D.  91'- 
d*Herbelot,  p.  58,  59.  95)  to  Nadir  SJiah,  (A.  D.  1743,  Hist.  deNvlir 
Shah,  torn,  ii,  p.  155),  have  enriched  the  tomb  of  Ali  with  the  sH» 
of  the  people*  Th«  dome  is  copper,  with  a  bright  and  massy  gildinSi 
which  glitters  to  the  son  at  the  distwce  of  ma&y  »  mite. 
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near  the  ruins  of  Cufa."*  Many  thousands  of  the   chap. 
Sbhiites  repose  in  holy  ground  at  the  feet  of  the  ^^^^ 
vicar  of  God ;  and  the  desert  is  vivified  by  the 
numerous  and  annual  visits  of  the  Persians,  who 
esteem  their  devotion  not  less  meritorious  than 
the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca, 

The  persecutors  of  Mahomet  usurped  the  in-  Heign  of 
heritance  of  his  children-,  and  the  champions  of  a.*dT65*5^,' 
idolatry  became  the  supreme  heads  of  his  religion  ^^^* 
and  empire.  The  opposition  of  Abu  Sophian  had 
been  fierce  and  obstinate;  his  conversion  was  tardy 
and  reluctant ;  his  new  faith  was  fortified  by  ne- 
cessity and  interest;  he  served,  he  fought,  perhaps 
he  believed;  and  the  sins  of  the  time  of  ignorance 
were  expiated  by  the  recent  merits  of  the  family 
of  Ommiyah-  Moawiyah,  the  son  of  Abu  So- 
phian, and  of  the  cruel  Henda,  was  dignified  in 
liis  early  youth  with  the  office  or  title  of  secretary 
of  the  prophet ;  the  judgment  of  Omar  intrusted 
liim  with  the  government  of  Syria ;  and  he  ad- 
niinistered  that  important  province  above  forty 
years  either  in  a  subordinate  or  supreme  rank* 
Without  renouncing  the  fame  of  valour  and  li- 
berality,  he  affected  the  reputation  of  humanity 
and  moderation :  a.  grateful  people  was  attached 
to  their  benefactor ;  and  the  victorious  Moslems 
Tirere  enriched  with  the  spoils  of  Cyprus  and 
Rhodes.  The  sacred  duty  of  pursuing  the  as- 
sassins of  Othman  was  the  engine  and  pretence  of ' 

-1  The  city  •(  Meshed  Ali,  five  or  six  miles  from  the  ruins  of  Cufa, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  the  south  of  Bagdad,  is  of  the  size  and 
form  of  the  modern  Jerusalem^  Meshed  Hogein,  larger  and  raorej^d^ 
pulous«  is  at  the  distance  «f  thirty  miles. 
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CHAP.  his.  ambition.  'Hie  bloody  shirt  of  the  marty? 
«^«.^1m^  was  exposed  in  themosch  of  Damascus:  the  emir 
deplored  the  fate  of  his  irtjm-ed  kinsman  ;  and 
sixty  thousand  Syrians  were  engaged  in  his  service 
by  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  revenge.  Amroii,  the 
conqueror  of  Egypt,  himself  an  army,  Was  the 
first  who  saluted  the  ne^  monarch,  and  ditiilged 
the  dangerous  secret,  that  the  Arabian  caliphs 
might  be  created  elsewhere  than  in  thfe  city  of 
the  prophet.'  The  policy  of  Moawiyah  eluded 
the  valour  of  his  rival;  and,  after  the  death  of  AM, 
be  negotiated  the  abdication  of  his  son  Hassan, 
whose  mind  was  either  above  or  below  the  go- 
vernment of  the  world,  and  who  retired  without 
a  sigh  from  the  palace  of  Cufa  to  qu  humble  cell 
near  the  tomb  of  his  grandfather.  The  aspiring 
wisbes  of  the  caliph  were  finally  crowned  by  the 
important  change  of  an  elective  to  an  hereditary 
-  kingdom.  Some  murmurs  of  freedom  or  fana- 
ticism attested  the  reluctance  of  the  Ar£^bs>  and 
four  citizens  of  Medina  refused  the  oath  of  fide- 
lity;  but  the  designsof  Moawiyah  were  conducted 
with  vigour  and  address ;  and  his  son  Ye^d,  a 
feeble  and  dissolute  youth,  was  proclaimed  as  the 
commander  of  the  faithful  and  the  successor  of  the 
apostle  of  God. 
^athof  A  familiar  Story  is  related  of  the  benevolence  of 
A.  b.  680,  one  of  the  sons  of  Ali.  Ip  serving  at  table,  a  slave 
9*^*-  ^^'  bad  inadvertently  dropt  a  dish  pf  scalding  broth  on 
his  master:  the  heedless  wretch  fell  prostrate,  to 

'  I  borroir«  on  tbis  occasion,  the  strong  senne  and  expression  ot 
Tacitus,  (Hist,  i,  4),  Evulgato  imperii  arcanox>o5se  impcraturcm  alib\ 
c^^am  RoTTW  fieri.     , 
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deprecate  his  punishment,  and  repeated  a  verse  of  chap. 

the  Koran.   "  Paradise  is  for  those  who  command  ^ ^Jl 

"their  anger."  "  I  am  not  angry."  «  And 
"for  those  who  pardon  offences."  "  I  pardon 
"  your  offence."  "  And  for  those  who  return 
"good  for  evil."  "  I  give  you  your  liberty, 
"  and  four  hundred  pieces  of  silver."  With  an 
equal  measure  of  piety,  Hosein,  the  younger  bro- 
ther of  Hassan,  inherited  a  remnant  of  his  father's 
spirit,  and  served  with  honour  against  the  Christ- 
ians in  the  siege  of  Constantinople.  The  primo- 
geniture of  the  line  of  Hashem,*  and  the  holy 
character  of  grandson  of  the  apostle,  had  centered 
in  his  person,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  prosecute 
his  claim  against  Yezid  the  tyrant  of  Damascus, 
whose  vices  he  despised,  and  whose  title  he  had 
never  deigned  to  acknowledge.  A  list  was  secretly 
transmiMedfrom  Ciifa  to  Medina,  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  Moslems,  who  professed  their 
attachment  to  his  cause,  and  who  were  eager  to 
draw  their  swords  so  soon  as  he  should  appear  on 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  Against  the  advice 
of  his  wisest  friends,  he  resolved  to  trust  his  per- 
son and  family  in  the  hands  of  a  perfidious  people. 
He  traversed  the  desert  of  Arabia  with  a  timorous 
retinue  of  women  and  children ;  but  as  he  ap- 
proached the  confines  of  Irak,  he  w^as  alarmed  by 
the  solitary  or  hostile  face  of  the  country,  and  '\ 

suspected  either  the  defection  or  ruin  of  his  party. 
His  fears  were  just :  Obeidollah,  the  governor  of 
Cufa,  had  extinguished  the  first  sparks  of  an  in- 
surrection ;  and  Hosein,  in  the  plain  of  Rerbela, 
^*as  encompassed  by  a  tody  of  fiv§  thousand  horswe^ 
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c«AP.  who  intercepted  hh  G(misiiuiiicatkm  with  the  city 
^,<^!l«^  ^JmJ  the  riven  He  might  still  haie  escaped  to  a 
fortress  in  the  desert^  that  had  defied  the  pc^wer  of 
Caesar  and  Cbosroes,  and  confided  in  the  fidelity 
of  the  tribe  of  Tai,  which  woul^.haro  armed  ten 
thousand  warriora  in  his  defence^  In  a  confer- 
ence with  the  chief  of  the  enemyt  he  proposed 
the  optioa  of  three  honourable  conditions ;  that 
he  should  be  allowed  to  return  to  Medina,  or  be 
stationed  in  a  frontier  garrison  against  th&Tiurks» 
or  safely  conducted  to  the  presence  of  Yezid, 
But  the  commands  of  the  cali{^,  or  his  Ueiitaiant, 
were  stern  and  absolute;  and  Hosein  was  informed 
that  he  must  either  submit  as  a  oiptive  and  a  cri- 
minal to  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  or  expect 
the  consequences  of  his  rebeHion,  '^  Do  you 
<*  think/'  replied  he,  *^  to  terrify  me  with  death?" 
And,  during  the  short  respite  of  a  night,  he.  pre- 
pared with  calm  and  solemn  resignation  to  en- 
counter his  fate.  He  checked  the  lamentations 
of  his  sister  Fatima,  who  deplored  the  impending 
ruin  of  his  house,  **  Our  trust,"  said  Hosein, 
''  is  in  God  alone.  All  things,  both  in  heaven 
*^  and  earth,  must  perish  and  return  to  their 
"  Creator.  My  brother,  my  father,  my  moth«*i 
**  were  better  than  me ;  and  every  Mussulman  has 
♦*  an  example  in  the  prophet."  He  pressed  his 
friends  to  consult  their  safety  by  a  timely  l%ht; 
they  unanimously  refused  todesert  or  survive  their 
beloved  master;  and  their  courage  was  fortified  by 
a  fervent  prayer  and  the  assurance  of  paradise. 
On  the  morning  of  the  fatal  day,  he  mounted  on 
horseback^  with  his  sword  in  one  hand  and  the 
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Koran  in  the  other ;  his. generous  band  of  iftar-  chap. 
tyrs  consbted  only  of  thivty-two  horse  a«id  forty  ^^  ^ 
foot ;  but.  their  flanks  and  rear  were  secured  by 
the  tent-ro|)es,  and  by  a  deep  trench  which  they 
had  filled  with  lighted  faggots,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  Arabs.  The  enemy  advanced*  with 
reluctsmce ;  and  on^  of  their  chiefs  deserted^  with 
thirty  followers,  to  claim  the  partneri^ip  of  in- 
evitable death.  In  every  close  onset,  of  single 
combat,  the  despair  of  the  Fatimites  was  inTin*- 
cible ;  but  the  surrounding  multitudes  galled 
them  fVom  a  distance  with  a  cloud  of  arrows,  and 
the  horses  and  men  were  successively  slain :  a 
truce  was  allowed  on  both  sides  for  the  hour  of 
prayer ;  and  the  battle  at  length  expired  by  the 
death  of  the  last  of  the  companions  of  Hosein. 
Alone,  weary,  and  wounded,  he  seated  himself  at 
the  door  of  his  tent.  As  he  tasted  a  drop  of  water, 
he  was  pierced  in  the  mouth  with  a  dart ;  and 
his  son  and  nephew,  two  beautiful  youths,  were 
killed  in  his  arms.  He  lifted  his  hands  to  hea- 
ven, they  were  full  of  blood,  and  he  uttered  a 
funeral  prayer  for  the  living  and  the  dead.  In  a 
transport  of  despair  his  sister  issued  from  the 
tent,  and  adjured  the  general  of  the  Cufians, 
that  he  would  not  suffer  Hosein  to  be  murdered 
before  his  eyes :  a  tear  trickled  down  his  vener- 
able beard ;  and  the  boldest  of  his  soldiers  fell 
!3ack  on  every  side  as  the  dying  hero  threw  him- 
self among  them.  The  remorseless  Shamer,  a 
^  atne  detested  by  the  faithful,  reproached  their 
::o%vardice;  and  the  grandson  of  Mahomet 
^'a9  slain  with  three  and  thirty  strokes  of  lances 
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€HAP.  and  swords.  After  they  had  trampled  on  his 
^  body,  they  carried  his  head  to  the  cast le  of  Cufa, 
and  the  inhuman  Obeidollah  struck  hrm  on  the 
mouth  with  ^  cane.  "  Alas!"  exclaimed  an 
aged  Mussulman,  "  on  these  lips  have  I  seen  the 
**  lips  of  the  apostle  of  God  !"  In  a  distant  age 
and  climate  the  tragic  scene  of  the  death  of 
Hosein  will  awaken  the  sympathy  of  the  coldest 
reader/  On  the  annual  festival  of  his  martyrdom, 
in  the  devout  pilgrimage  to  his  sepulchre,  his 
Persian  votaries  abandon  their  souls  to  the  re- 
ligious frenzy  of  sorrow  and  indignation.^ 
ferterityoc  When  the  sisters  and  children  of  Ali  were 
^nd  AM.  brought  in  chains  to  the  throne  of  Damascus,  the 
caliph  was  advised  to  extirpate  the  enmity  of  a 
popular  and  hostile  race,  whom  he  had  injured 
beyond  the  hope  of  reconciliation.  But  Yezid 
preferred  the  counsels  of  mercy ;  and  the  mourn- 
ing family  was  honourably  dismissed  to  mingle 
their  tears  with  their  kindred  at  Medinja.  The 
glory  of  martyrdom  superseded  the  right  of  pri- 
mogeniture ;  and  the  twelve  imams,'*  or  pontiffs, 
of  the  Persian  creed,  are  Ali,  Hassan,  Hosein, 
and  the  lineal  descendants  of  Hosein  to  the  ninth 

"  I  have  abridged  the  interesting  narrative  of  Ocklej,  (torn,  ii,  p> 
170-231).  It  is  long  and  minute  ;  but  the  pathetic,  almost  always, 
con8i{:t8  in  the  detail  of  little  circumstances. 

*  Niebuhr  the  Dane  (Voyages  en  Arabie,  &c.'tom.  ii,  p.  208,  &c.> 
is  perhaps  the  only  European  traveller  who  has  dared  to  visit  Meshed 
Ali  and  Meshed  Hosein.  The  two  sepulchres  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Turks,  who  tolerate  and  tax  the  devotion  of  the  Persian  heretics.  The 
festival  of  the  death  of  Hosein  is  amply  described  by  Sir  J(^n  Char- 
din,  a  traveller  whom  I  have  often- praised. 

**  The  general  article  of  /matn,  in  d^Hcrbelot^s  BibUotbeque,  wiK 
indicate  the  succession  ;  and  the  lives  of  the  to^ve  are  ^ven  wixi 
tjtieir  respective  names. 
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^f'neration.  Without  arms,  or  treasures,  or  sub-  chap. 
jects,  they  successively  enjoyed  the  veneration  ^ 
of  the  people,  and  provoked  the  jealousy  of  the 
reigning"  caliphs ;  their  tombs  at  Mecca  or  Me- 
dina, on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  or  in  the 
province  of  Chorasan,  are  still  risited  by  the  de- 
votion of  their  sefct.  Their  names  were  often 
the  pretence  of  sedition  and  civil  war ;  but  these 
royal  saints  despised  the  pomp  of  the  world,  sub- 
mitted to  the  will  of  God  and  the  injustice  of  man, 
and  devoted  their  innocent  lives  to  the  study  and 
practice  of  religion.  The  twelfth  and  last  of 
the  Imams,  conspicuous  by  the  title  of  MahadU 
or  the  Guide,  surpassed  the  solitude  and  sanctity 
of  his  predecessors.  He  concealed  himself  in  a 
cavern  near  Bagdad :  the  time  and  place  of  fcis 
death  are  unknown ;  and  his  votaries  pretend 
that  he  still  lives,  and  will  appear  before  the  day 
of  judgment  to  overthrow  the  tyranny  of  Dejal, 
or  the  antichrist.^  In  the  lapse  of  two  or  three 
centuries  the  posterity  of  Abbas,^  the  uncle  of 
Mahomet,  had  multiplied  to  the  number  of  thir- 
ty-three thousand  J  the  race  of  Ali  might  be 
equally  prolific:  the  meanest  individual  was 
above  the  first  and  greatest  of  princes  ;  and  the 
most  eminent  were  supposed  to  excel  the  per- 
fection of  angels.  But  their  adverse  fortune,  and 
the  wide  extent  of  the  Mussulman  empire,  al- 

*  The  name^f  Antichriai  may  secm\idiculous,  butjthe  Mahometant 
have  liberally  borrowed  the  fables  of  every  religion,  (Sale's  Prelimin* 
ary  Discourse,  p.  80,  82).  In  the  royal  stable  of  Ispahan,  two  horses 
were  always  kept  saddled,  one  for  the  Mahadi  himself,  the  other  for 
his  lieutenant,  Jesus  the  son  of  Mary. 

»  In  the  year  of  the  Hegira  tOO,  (A.  D.  815).     See  d'Herbetot^ 
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CHAP,  lowed  an  ample  scope  for  every  bold  and  artful 
^  ^  impostor,  who  claimed  aflbiity  with  the  holy 
seed ;  the  sceptre  of  the  Almohades  in  Spain  and 
Afric,  of  the  Fatimites  in  Egypt  and  Syria,'  of 
the  sultans  of  Yemen,  and  of  the  sophis  of  Per- 
sia/ has  been 'Consecrated  by  this  vague  and  am- 
biguous title.  Under  their  reigns  it  might  be 
dangerous  to  dispute  the  legitimacy  of  then* 
birth ;  and  one  of  the  Fatimite  caliphs  silenced 
an  indiscreet  question,  by  drawing  his  simitar. 
«*  This,'*  said  Moez,  "  is  my  pedigree ;  and 
**  these,''  casting  an  handful  of  gold  to  his 
soldiers,  *^  and  these  are  my  kindred  and  my 
**  children."  In  the  various  conditions  of  prin- 
ces, or  doctors,  or  nobles,  or  merchants,  or  beg- 
gars, a  swarm  of,  the  genuine  or  fictitious  de- 
scendants of  Mahomet  and  Ali  is  honoured  with 
the  appellation  of  sheiks,  or  sherifs,  or  emirs.  In 
the  Ottoman  empire,  they  are  distinguished  by  a 
green  turban,  receive  a  stipend  from  the  treasury, 
are  judged  only  by  their  chief,  and,  however  de- 

*  D^Herbelot.  p.  Si!?.  The  enemies  of  the  Fatimites  diagraoed 
them  by  a  Jewish  origfn.  Yet  they  accurately  deduced  their  genea- 
logy from  Jaafar,the  sixth  Imam ;  and  the  impartial  Abalfeda  allows 
(Anoal.  Moslem,  p.  S30)  that  they  were  owned  by  many,  qui  absque 
controversii  genuini  sunt  A]idarum>  homine  propaginum  suae  gentis 
exacte  callentes.  He  quotes  some  lines  from  the  celebrated  Skerif  w 
Jloidi,— Egone  humilitatem  induam  in  terris  hostium?  (I  suspect 
him  to  be  an  Edrlssite  of  Sicily)  cum  in  JEgypto  sit  ChaliQi  de  genie 
Alif ,  quocum  ego  communcm  habeo  patrem  et  vindicem. 

*  The  kings  of  Persia  o(  tl»  last  dynasty  are  descended  from 
Sheik  Sei!,  a  saint  of  the  xivth  century,  and  through  him  from  Moossa 
Cassem,  the  son  of  Hosein,  the  son  of  Ali,  (Olearius,  p.  957 ;  Char- 
dio,  torn,  iii,  p.  288).  But  I  cannot  trace  the  intermediate  degrees 
in  any  genuine  or  fabulous  pedigree.  If  they  were  truly  Fatimites. 
they  might  draw  their  origin  from  the  princes  of  Mazanderan,  w|ie 
reigned  in  the  ixth  century,  (d'Herbelot,  p.  96), 
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based  by  fortune  or  character^  still  assert  the  ghap. 
proud  pre-eminence  of  their  birth.  A  family  of  ^J^^^ 
three  hundred  persons,  the  pure  and  orthodox 
branch  of  the  caliph  Hassan,  is  preserved  without 
taint  or  suspicion  in  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and 
Medina,  and  still  retains,  after  the  revolutions  of 
twelve  centuries,  the  custody  of  the  temple  and 
the  sovereignty  of  their  native  land.  The  fanie 
and  merit  of  Mahomet  would  ennoble  a  plebeian 
race,  and  the  ancient  blood  of  the  Koreish  trans- 
cends the  recent  majesty  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.** 

The  talents  of  Mahomet  are  entitled  to  our  Suwfsw  of 

,  1        ,  .  ,1  ,     Mahomet. 

applause,  but  his  success  has  perhaps  too  strongly 
attracted  our  admiration.  Are  we  surprised  that 
a  multitude  of  proselytes  should  embrace  the  doc- 
trine and  the  passions  of  an  eloquent  fanatic? 
In  the  heresies  of  the  church,  the  same  seduc- 
tion has  been  tried  and  repeated  from  the  time 
of*  the  apostles  to  that  of  the  reformers.  Does 
it  seem  incredible  that  a  private  citizen  should 
grasp  the  sword  and  the  sceptre,  subdue  his  na- 
tive country,  and  erect  a  monarchy  by  his  vic- 
torious arms  ?  In  the  moving  picture  of  the  dy- 
nasties of  the  East,  an  hundred  fortunate  usurp- 
ers have  arisen  from  a  baser  origin,  surmount- 
ed more  formidable  obstacles,  and  filled  a  larger 
scope  of  empire  and  conquest.  Mahomet  was 
nlike  instructed  to  preach  and  to  fight,  and  the 
union  of  these  opposite  qualities,  while  it  enhan- 

*  The  present  state  of  the  family  of  Mahomet  and  Ali  is  most  ac- 
curately dtescrilied  by  Demetrius  Cantemir  (Hist,  of  the  Othman  Em- 
|3ire«  p-  94)and  Niebiihr,  (Description  dfi  TArabie,  p.  9~16,317»  &C0* 
It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Danii^h  traveller  was  unable vto 
purchase  the  chronielcs  of  ArtWa. 
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CHAP,   ced  his  merity  contributed  lo  his  success  ^  the 
^       operation  of  force  and  persuasion,  of  euthusiasm 
and  fear,  continually  acted  on  each  other,  till 
every  barrier  yielded  to  their  irresistible  power. 
His  voice  invited  the  Arabs  to  freedom  and  vic^ 
tory,  to  arms  and  rapine,  to  the  indulgence  of 
their  darling  passions  in  this  world  and  the  other; 
the  restraints  which  he  imposed  were  requbite  to 
establish  the  credit  of  the  prophet,  and  to  exercise 
the  obedience  of  the  people ;  and  the  only  objec- 
tion to  his  success,  was  his  rational  creed  of  the 
p«rauu     unity  and  perfections  of  God.   It  is  not  the  pro- 
his°%ut     pagation  but  the  permanency  of  his  religion  that 
^^^^         deserves  our  wonder :  the  same  pure  and  perfect 
impression  which  he  engraved  at  Mecca  and  Me- 
dina, is  preserved,  after  the  revolutions  of  twelve 
centuries,  by  the  Indian,  the  African,  and  the 
Turkish  proselytes  of  the  Koran.   If  the  Christ- 
ian apostles,  St.  Peter  or  St.  Paul,  could  return 
to  the  Vatican,  they  might  possibly  inquire  the 
name  of  the  deity  who  is  worshiped  with  such 
mysterious  rites  in  that  magnificent  temple :  at 
Oxford  or  Geneva,  they  would  experience  less 
surprise ;  but  it  might  still  be  incumbent  on 
them  to  peruse  the  catechism  of  the  church,  and 
to  study  the  orthodox  commentators  on  their 
own  writings  and  the .  words  of  their   master. 
But  the  Turkish  dome  of  St.  Sophia,  with  an 
increase  of  splendour  and  size,  represents  the 
humble  tabernacle  erected  at  Medina  by  the 
hands  of  Mahomet.   The  Mahometans  have  uni- 
formly withstood  the  temptation  of  reducing  the 
object  of  their  faith  and  devotion  to  a  level  witli 
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the  senses  and  imagination  of  man,     "  I  bfeliete   chap. 
''  in  one  God,  and  Mahomet  the  apostle  of  God,"       ^ 
is  the  simple  and  invariable  profession  of  Islam. 
The  intellectual  image  of  the  Deity  has  never 
been  degraded  by  any  visible  idol :  the  honours. 
of  the  prophet  have  never  transgressed  the  mea- 
sure of  human  virtue;  and  his  living  precepts 
have  restrained  the  gratitude  of  his  disciplea 
within  the  bounds  of  reason  and  religion.     The 
V  otaries  of  Ali  have  indeed  consecrated  the  me-, 
mory  of  their  hero,  his  wife,  and  his  children*  and 
some  of  the  Persian  doctors  pretend  that  the  di- 
vine essence  was  incarnate  in  the  person  of  the 
Imams  ;  but  their  superstitioi\  is  universally  con- 
demned by  the  Sonnites  ;  and  their  impiety  haS' 
afforded  a  seasonable  warning  against  the  worship^ 
ofsaiiitsand  martyrs.  The  metaphysical  questions 
on  the  attributes  of  God,  and  the  liberty  of  man, 
have  been  agitated  in  the  schools  of  the  Mahomet-. 
ans,  as  well  as  in  those  of  the  Christians ;  but 
among  the  former  they  have  never  engaged  the 
passionsof  the  people,or  disturbed  the  tranquillity 
of  the  state.     TI>e  cause  of  this  important  dif- 
ference may  be  found  in  the  separation  or  union 
^f  the  regal  and  sacerdotal  characters..    It  was 
the  interest  of  the  caliphs,  the  successors  of  the 
prophet  and  commanders  of  the  faithful,  to  repress 
and  discourage  all  religious  innovations:  theorder^ 
the  discipline,  the  temporal  and  spiritual  ambition 
)f  the  clergy,  are  unknown  to  the  Moslems.:  and; 
:he  sages  of  the  law  are  the  guides  of  their  cpn- 
jcience  and  the  oracles  of  their  faith.   From  the 
\tl antic  to  the  Ganges,  the  Koran  is  acknow- 
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CHAP,  ledged  as  the  fundamental  code,  not  only  of  tLeo- 
^  log7»  but  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisprudence ;  and 
the  laws  which  regelate  the  actions  and  the  pro- 
perty of  mankind,  are  guarded  by  the  infallible 
and  immutable  sanction  of  the  will  of  God.  This 
religious  servitude  b  attended  with  some  prac- 
tical disadvantage ;  the  illiterate  legislator  had 
been  often  misled  by  his  own  prejudices  and 
those  of  his  country ;  and  the  institutions  of  the 
Arabian  desert  may  be  ill  adapted  to  the  wealth 
and  numbers  of  Ispahan  and  Constantinople. 
On  these  occasions,  the  cadhi  respectfully  places 
on  his  head  the  holy  volume,  and  substitutes  a 
dexterous  interpretation  more  apposite  to  the 
principles  of  equity,  and  the  manners  and  policy 
of  the  times. 
towwdlT^  His  beneficial  or  pernicious  influence  on  the 
his  coiin.  public  happincss  is  the  last  consideration  in  the 
*'^*  character  of  Mahomet.  The  most  bitter  or  most 
bigotted  of  his  Christian  or  Jewish  foes,  will  sure- 
ly allow  that  he  assumed  a  false  commission  to  in- 
culcate a  salutary  doctrine,  less  perfect  only  than 
their  own.  He  piously  supposed,  as  the  basis  of 
his  religion,  the  truth  and  sanctity  o{  their  prior 
revelations,  the  virtues  and  miracles  of  their 
founders.  The  idols  of  Arabia  were  broken  be- 
fore the  throne  of  God ;  the  blood  of  human  vic- 
tims was  expiated  by  prayer,  and  fasting,  and 
alms,  the  laudable  or  innocent  arts  of  devotion ; 
and  his  rewards  and  punishments  of  a  future  life 
were  painted  by  the  images  most  congenial  to  an 
Ignorant  and  carnal  generation.  Mahomet  was 
perhaps  incapable  of  dictating  a  moral  and  po- 
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litical  system  for  the  use  of  his  countrymen:  but  chap. 
he  breathed  among  the  faithful  a  spirit  of  charity 
and  friendship,  recommended  the  practice  of  the 
social  virtues,  and  checked,  by  his  laws  and  pre- 
cepts, the  thirst  of  revenge  and  the  oppression  of 
widows  and  orphans.  The  hostile  tribes  were 
united  in  faith  and  obedience,  and  the  valour 
which  had  been  idly  spent  in  domestic  quarrels, 
was  vigorously  directed  against  a  foreign  enemy. 
Had  the  impulse  been  less  powerful,  Arabia,  free 
at  home,  and  formidable  abroad,  might  have  flou- 
rished under  a  succession  of  her  native  monarchs. 
Her  sovereignty  was  lost  by  the  extent  and  ra- 
pidity of  conquest.  The  colonies  of  the  nation 
were  scattered  over  the  East  and  West,  and  their 
blood  was  mingled  with  the  blood  of  their  con- 
verts and  captives.  After  the  reign  of  three  ca- 
liphs, the  throne  was  transported  from  Medina  to 
tJie  valley  of  Damascus  and  the  banks  of  the 
Tigris ;  the  holy  cities  were  violated  by  impious 
war  ;  Arabia  was  ruled  by  the  rod  of  a  subject, 
perhaps  of  a  stranger ;  and  the  Bedoweens  of 
the  desert,  awakening  from  their  dream  of  do- 
minion, resumed  their  old  and  solitary  independ- 
ence.*" 

«  The  wnters^f  the  Modern  Universal  History  (vol.  i  and  ii)  have 
compiled,  in  8^0  folio  pages,  the  life  of  Mahomet  and  the  annals  of 
the  caliphs.  They  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  reading,  and  sometimes 
correctiBgt  the  Arahic  text ;  yet,  not withsUnding  their  high-sounding 
Ixjasts^  I  cannot  find,  after  the  conclusion  of  my  work,  that  they  have 
afforded, me  much  (if  any)  additional  information.  The  dull  mass  is 
nat  qiiickened  hy  a  spark  of  philosophy  or  taste  :  and  the  compilers 
indulge  the  criticiam  of  acrimonious  bigotry  against  BpulainvilUen* 
Sale,  Gagnier,  arid  all  v.ho  even  treated  Mahomet  with  favour,  «r 
^v en  justice. 

VOL  IX.  A  a 
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CHAP.  Lf. 

The  amquest  of  Ptrsta,  Syria^  Egypt^  Africa^  and 
ifpaiUf  by  the  Arabs  or  Saracent — Empire  of  the  ea- 
liphti  or  succes9or9  of  Mahomet-^State  of  the  Chrvst' 
iuMSy  4rc.  under  their  government, 

CHAP.  1  HB  revolution  of  Arabkt  had  not  c&io^ed 
.,,^':,„  tb?  character  of  the  Arabs ;  the  death  of  Ma- 
Union  of  hornet  wa3  the  signal  of  independence;  and  the 
iwa'eal!  hasty  structure  of  his  power  and  rel^on  totter- 
ed to  its  foun&tions.  A  small  andfekh&il  band 
of  his  primitive  disciples  had  listened  to  his  elo- 
quence, and  shared  his  distress ;  had  flied  with, 
the  apostle  from  the  persecution  of  Mecca,  or  bad 
received  the  fugitive  in  the  walls  of  Medina.  The 
increasing  myriads,  who  acknowfedged  Mahomet 
as  their  king  and  prophet,  bad  been  compelled  by 
his  arms,  or  allured  by  his  prosperity.  The  po- 
lytheists  were  confounded  by  the  simple  idea  of 
a  solitary  and  invisible  God :  the  pride  of  the 
Christians  and  Jews  disdained  the  yoke  of  a 
mortal  and  contemporarylegislator.  Their  habits 
of  faith  and  obedience  were  not  sufficiently  con- 
firmed; and  many  of  the  new  converts  regretted 
the  venerable  antiquity  of  the  law  of  Moses,  or  I 
the  rites  and  mysteries  of  the  catholic  church,  or 
♦he  idob,  the  sacrifices,,  the  joyous  festival  «f  i 
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their  pagan  ancestors.  The  jarriD^  interests  and  g  h  ap. 
hereditary  feuds  of  the  Arabian  tribes  had  not  ,,,^^.^,^, 
yet  coalesced  in  a  system  of  union  and  subordina*- 
tion ;  and  the  barbarians  were  impatient  of  the 
mildest  and  most  salutary  laws  that  curbed  their  ^ 
passions,  or  violated  their  customs.  They  sub- 
mitted with  reluctaskce  to  the  religious  precepts  of 
the  Koran,  the  abstinence  from  wine,  the  fast  of 
the  Ramadan,  and  the  daily  repetition  of  &Te 
prayers ;  imd  the  alms  and  tithes,  wliich  were 
collected  for  the  treasury  of  Medina,  couhl  be 
distinguished  only  by  a  name  from  the  payment  of 
a  perpetual  and  ignoonnious  tribute.  The  eUL*- 
ample  of  Msdxomet  had  excited  a  spirit  of  fana- 
ticism  or  imposture,  and  several  of  his  rivals^  pre« 
sumed  to  imitate  the  conduct  and  defy  the  au- 
thority of  the  living  prophet.  At  the  head  of 
the  fvgitives  and  auxUiaries^  the  first  caliph  was 
reduced  to  the  cities  of  Mecca,  Medina,  and 
Tayef ;  and  perhaps  the  Koreish  would  have  re* 
stored  the  idols  of  the  Caaba,  if  their  levity  had 
not  been  checked  by  a  seasonable  reproof.  "  Ye 
*'  men  of  Mecca,  will  ye  be  the  last  toenibrace 
"  and  the  first  to  abandon  the  religion  of  Islam  ?" 
After  exhorting  the  Mosleins  to  confide  in  the  aid 
of  God  and  his  apostle,  Abubeker  resolved,  by  a 
vigorous  attack,  to  prevent  the  junction  of  th^ 
rebels. '  The  women  and  children  were  safely  '^ 

lodged  in  the  cavities  of  the  mountains :  the  war- 
riors, marching  under  eleven  banners,  diffused  the 
terror  of  their  arms;  and  the  appearance  of  a  mi-* 
litary  force  revived  and  confirmed  the  loyalty  of 
t  he  faithful.  The  inconstant  tribes  accepted,  with 
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CHAP,  humble  repenUnce,  thfe  duties  of  prayer,  and 
LI.  fasting,  and  alms ;  and,  after  some  examples  of 
succcssand  severity,  the  mostdm-ingapostatcp  fell 
prostrate  before  tbe  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of 
Caled.  In  the  fertile  pfovi»ce  of  Yemandfi,' 
between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  gulf  of  Persia,  in 
a  city  not  inferior  to  Medina  itself,  a  powerful 
chief,  his  nme  was  Moseilama,  had  assumed  the 
character  of  a  prophet,  and  tbe  tribe  of  Hanifa 
listened  to  his  voice.  A  female  prophetess  was 
attracted  by  his  reputation :  the  decencies  of 
words  and  actions  werespumed  by  thea^  ftivourites 
of  heaven  ;^  and  they  employed  several  days  in 
mystic  and  amorous  converse.  An  obscure  sen- 
tence of  hi»  Koran,  or  book,  is  yet  extanif  and, 

•  See  the  description  of  the  city  and  country  of  Al  Yamanah,  ia 
Abulfeda*  Dcscript  Arabi*,  p.  60,  61.  In  the  xliith  century,  th«re 
were  tQiae  ruins,  and  a  few  palms ;  but  in  the  pre^nt  century,  the 
same  ground  is  occupied  by  tbe  visions  and  arms  of  a  inodera  pro- 
phet, whose  tenets  are  imperfectly  known,  (NielMthr,  Description  de 
KAmbie,  p.  t96-30e>. 

^  Their  firsf  saluUtioft  may  be  transqrlbe<^.  bvt  caan^t  be  tranalat- 
ed.     It  was  thus  that  Moseilama  said  or  sung. — 

Surge  tandem  itaque  stranue  permoienda ;  nam  stratus  tilfi  thorus 

call. 
Aut  in  propatule  tentorio  a  veils,  aut  in  abdUiore  cuMculo  si 

maljs ; 
Aut  supinam  te  humi  expdrreetiin  lttEt%abo,  si  'V<^attt(«?  mslis 

maitibus  pedibuaque  idxpaxu  .f.. 

Aut  si  velus  ejus  fPriapi)  gemino  triente«  aut  si  malis  totus  veni- 

axn. 
l9f9,  totus; vanity,  0  Apo9tole  Dei  i^jV^uba^  f4iiv|MkfiMtipsu» 

Moseilama  mihi  quoque  suggessit  Deus. 
The  prophetess  Segjab,  after  the-  f^ll  of  her  Idve^,  Yeiurl€a  te  idola- 
try ;  but,  under  the  reign  of  Menwiyah,  she  became  a  Mussuhnau, 
and  died  at  Bassora,  (Abulfeda,  Anijal.  v^rs.  Keiske,  KvpK  - 

*  See  this  text,  which  demonstrates  a  God  from  the  work  of  geiyer- 
ation,  in  Abulpharagiue  (Specmien  Hist.  Arabum,  p.  13,  and  D^rna^u 
p.  103)  and  Abuifeda,  (AiuiaL  p.  63> 
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in  the  pride  of  his  mission,  Moseilatna  conde-  crtAF. 
scended  to  offer  a  partition  of  the  earth.  The  ,^^tL>* 
pro]ptosaI  was  answered  by  Mahomet  with  con- 
tempt ;  but  tMe  rapid  progress  of  the  impostor 
awakened  the  feurs  of  his  successor ;  forty  thou* 
sand  Moslems  were  assembled  under  the  standard! 
of  Celled;  and  tbetexisfence  of  their  fsdth  was 
resigned  to  the  ev^^  of  a  decisive  battle.  Itt  the 
first  action,  they  were  repuls^  with  the  loss  of 
twelve  hundred  men ;  but  the  skill  and  perse- 
verance of  thek  general  prevailed ;  their  defeat 
was  avenged  by  the  slaughter  of  ten  thousand 
infidels ;  and  Moseilama  himself  was  pierced  by 
an  Ethiopian  slave  with  the  same  javelin  which 
had  mortally  wounded  the  Uncle  of  Mahomet. 
The  various  rebels  of  Arabia,  without  a  chief  or 
cause,  were  speedily  suppressed  by  the  power 
and  discipline  of  the  rising  monarchy  ;  and  the 
whole  nation  again  professed,  and  more  stedfast- 
Jy  held,  the  religion  of  the  Koran.  The  ambi^ 
tion  of  the  caliphs  provided  an  immediate  exer^ 
else  for  the  restless  spirit  of  the  Saracens ;  their 
valour  was  united  in  the  prosecution  of  an  holy 
war ;  and  their  enthusiasm  was  equally  confirm- 
ed by  opposition  and  victory. 

From  the  rapid  conquests  of  the  Saracens  a  pre-  character 
gumption  will  naturally  arise,  that  the  ffrst  caliphs  caHphs.  ^  j 
commanded  in  person  the  armies  of  the  faithful, 
andsoughtthecrown  of  martyrdom  in  theforemost 
ranks  of  the  battle.    The  courage  of  Abubeker,* 

*  His  rtigii  in  Eu:t7chiua,  torn,  ii;  p.  251 ;  Elmacin,  p.  18  {  A^uir 
^aragius,  p.  lOS ;  Abulfeda,  p*  60 ;  d'Uerbelot,  p.  58. 
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CHAP.  Omar/  and  Otbman/  had  indeed  been  tried  in 
the  persecution  and  wars  of  the  prophet ;  ami 
the  personal  assurance  of  paradise  must  have 
taught  tliem  to  despise  the  pleasures  and^ang^^^ 
of  the  present  world.  But  they  ascetided  the 
throne  in  a  venerable  of  mature  age,  and  ^• 
steemed  the  domestic  cares  of  religion  and  just- 
ice the  most  important  duties  of  a  sovereign. 
Except  the  presence  of  Omar  at  the  siege  of  Je- 
rusalem, the  longest  expeditions  were  the  fre- 
quent pilgrimage  fVom  Medina  to  Mecca;  and 
they  calmly  received  the  tidings 'of  victory  as  they 
prayed  or  preached  before  the  sepulchre  of  the 
prophet.  The  austere  and  fhigal  measure f)f  their 
lives  was  the  effect  of  virtue  or  habit,  end  the 
pride  of  their  simplicity  insulted  the  vain  magni- 
itcenoe  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  When  Abu- 
beker  assumed  the  office  of  cali{^,  be  enjoined 
his  daughter  Ayesha  to  take  a  strict  account  of 
his  private  patrimony,  that  it  might  be  evident 
whether  he  were  enriched  or  impoverisked  by 
the  service  of  the  state.  He  thought  himself 
entitled  to  a  stipend  of  three  pieces  6f  gold,  with 
the  sufficient  maintenance  of  si  singte  camel  and 
a  black  slave  ;  but  on  the  Friday  of  each  week, 
be  distributed  the  residue  of  his  own  and  the 
public  money,  first  to  the  most  worthy,  and  then 
to  the  most  indigent,  of  the  Mostems.  The  re- 
mains of  his  wealth,  a  coarse  garment,  and  five 

•  His  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  264;  Elmacin,  p.  24.;  Abulpharagliw. 
p.  110;  Abulfeda,  p.  66;  d'Herbelot,  p.  686. 

'  Hte  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  323  ;  Etaiacln,  p.  36  ;  Al;|filpharag»"'' 
y,  115;  Al^ulfeda,  p.  75;  d'llerbclot,  p.  693. 
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pieces  of  gold,  were  dcUvered  to  bis  successor,  who   chap. 
lamented  with  a  modest  sigh  his  own  inability  to  ^  "'^^ 
equal  such  an  admirable  model.    Yet  the  absti* 
nence  and  humility  of  Omar  were  not  inferior  to 
the  virtues  ctf  Abubeker ;  his  food  consisted  of 
barley-bread  or  dates;  his  drink  was  water ;  he 
preached  in  a  ^own  that  was  torn  or  tattered  in 
tweke  places;  and  a  Persian  satrap  who  paid 
bis  homage  to  the  conqueror,  found  bim  asleep 
among  the  beggars  on  the  steps  of  the  mosch  of 
Medina.     Economy  is  the  source  of  liberality, 
and  the  inorease  of  the  revenue  enabled  Omar  to 
establish  a  just  and  perpetual  reward  for  the  past 
and  present  services  of  the  faithful.     Careless  of 
bis  own  emolument,  he  assigned  to  Abbas,  the 
uncle  of  the  prophet,  the  first  and  most  ample  al- 
lowance of  twenty^-five  thousand  drams  or  pieces 
of  silver*    Five  thousaikt  were  allotted  to.  each 
of  the.  aged  warriors,  the  relicts  of  the  field  of 
Beder,  aiid  the  last  and  meanest  of  the  compa- 
nions of  Mahomet  was  distinguished  by  the  an^- 
oual  reward  of  three  thousand  pieces.  One  thou- 
sand was  the  stipend  of  the  veterans  who  had 
fottght  in  the  first  battles  against  the  Greeks  and 
Persi^is»  and  the  decreasing  pay,  as  low  as  fifty 
pieces  of  silver,  was  adapted  to  the  respective 
merit  and  seniority  of  the  soldiers  of  Omar.  Un- 
der his  reign,  and  that  of  his  predecessor,  the 
conquerors  of  the  East  were  the  trusty  servants 
of  God  and  the  people  :  the  mass  of  the  public 
treasure  was  consecrated  to  the  expences  of  peace 
and  war ;  a  prudent  mixture  of  justice  and  boun- 
ty»  maintained  the  discipline  of  the  Saracens^ 
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CHAP,  and  they  united,  by  a  rare  Idictty^'tlie 
^J^i^  wid  execution  of  despotism,  with  the  equal  and 
frogal  maxims  of  a  repuUicap  gov^nment.  The 
hei^ic  courage  of  Ali*'  the  counmuntte  pru- 
dence of  Moawiyah,^  excited  the  emulation  of 
their  subjects ;  and  the  talents  whidi  had  been 
exercised  in  the  school  of  civil  disoord,  were 
more  usefully  applied  to  propi^te  the  fidthaod 
dominion  of  the  pro[riiet.  In  the  sloth  and  va- 
nity of  the  palace  of  Damascus,  the  succeeding 
princes  of  the  house  of  Ommiyah  were  al&e  des- 
titute of  the  qualificatioiis  of  statesmen  and  of 
saints.^  Yet  the  spoils  of  unknown  nations  were 
continually  laid  at  the  foot  of  their  throne,  and 
the  unif(M*ni  ascent  of  the  Andbian  greatness 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  spirit  t^  the  nation  ra- 
ther than  the  abilities  of  their  chiefs.  A  large 
deduction  must  be  allowed  for  the  weakness  of 
their  enemies.  The  birth  of  Mahomet  was  for- 
tunately placed  in  the  most  deg^ierate  and  dis- 
orderly period  of  the  Persians,  tbe  Romans,  and 
the  barbarians  of  Europe :  the  empfaws  of  Tra- 
jan, or  even  of  Constantino  or  Chariemagne, 
would  have  repalled  the  assault  of  the  qaked 
Saracens,  and  the  torrent  of  fanaticism  might 
have  been  obscurely  lost  in  th^  sands  of  Ara- 
bia. 

»  HiB  reign  in  Entjchius,  p.  343;  Elmacin,  p.  61  ;  Abulpharapuii 
p.  117 ;  Abulfcda,  p.  83 ;  d'llerbclot,  p.  69. 
*-  ^  His  reign  in  Eutvchius,  p.  344;  Bimacin,  p.  54 ;  Ahalfban^^* 

p  123 ;  Abulfeda,  p.  101  ;  d^Herbelot,  p.  586.  , 
~ '  Their  reigns  in  Eutychius,  torn,  ii,  p.  360-395  ;  Elmacin,  p  59- 
108;  Abulpharagius»  Dynast,  ix,  p.   124-139;   Abulfcda,  p.  HI- 
141 ;  d'Kerbclot,  BibUotheque  Oiientale,  5.  691,  and  the  particuly 
articles  of  the  OininlAdef, 
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In  the  victorious  days  of  the  Roman  repoblicy   chap. 
it  had  been  the  aun  of  the  ssenate  to  confine  ^^^^J^ 
their  consuls  and  legions  to  a  single  war^  nod  Their  oon. 
coiafipIeteJy  to  suppress  a  first  enemy  bcfiore  they  ^^^^ 
provoked  the  hostilities  of  a  seccmd./     These 
timid  maxims  lof  policy  were  disdained  by  the 
magnanimity  or  enthusiasm  c^  the  Arabiao/ca^ 
liphs.     With  the  same  vigour  and  success  they 
invaded  the  successors  of  Augustus^  and  those 
of  Artaxerxes ;  and  the  rival  monarchies  at  the 
same  instant  became  the  prey  of  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  been  so  long  acoustomed'to  de^ 
spise.     In  the  ten  years  of  the  administration  of 
Omar,  the  Saracens  reduced  to  his  obedience 
thirty^six  thousand  cities  or  castles,  destroyed 
four  thousand  churches  or  temples  of  the  unbci* 
lievers,  and  edified  fourteen  hundred  moschs  for 
the  exercise  of  the  religion  of  Mahomet.     One 
hundred  years  after  his  flight  from  Mecca,  the 
arms  and  the  reign  of  his  successors  extended 
from  India  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,  over  the  va^ 
rious  and  distant  provinces,  which  may  be  com-- 
prised  under  the  names  of,  I.  Persia;  IL  Syria; 
III.  Egypt;  IV.  Africa,  and,  W  Spain.    Under 
this  general  division,  I  shall  proceed  to  unfold 
these  memorable  transactions ;  despatching  with 
brevity  the  remote  and  less  interesting  con- 
quests of  the  E^st,  and  reserving  a  fuller  narra- 
tive for  those  domestic  countries,  which  had 
been  included  within  the  pale  of  the  Roman 
empire.     Yet  I  must  excuse  my  own  defects 
\}y  a  Just  complaint  9i  the  blindness  and  insu& 
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CHAP,  ficieiicj  of  my  guides.  The  Greeks,  so  loqwsr 
Muu^!  ntx  ^^^**  ^  controversy,  have  not  been  anxious  to 
criebrate  the  triumphs  of  their  enemies.^  After 
a  century  of  ignorance,  the  first  annals  of  the 
Mussulmans  were  collected  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  voice  of  tradition.^  Among  the  nu- 
merous productions  of  Arabic  and  Persian  litera- 
ture,"^ our  interpreters  have  selected  the  imper- 

k  Per  the  viitb  and  viiiih  ceot«ry»  we  bave  scarcely  anj  original  evi- 
dence of  the  Byzantine  historians,  except  the  Chronicles  of  Theopha- 
nes,  (Theophani^  Confessoris  Chronographia,  Gr.  et  JLat.  cuhi  notis 
Ja^abi  Goar.  PariSt  1653t  in  folio) ;  a«d  t)ie  iUtridgment  of  Nic^harus, 
^Nicepbori  Patriarchae  C.  P.  BrCTiarum  Historicum,  Gr.  et  Lat.  Paris, 
1648,  in  folio),  who  both  lived  in  the  beginniilg  of  the  ixth  century, 
<8ec  Hancklus  de  Scriptor.  Byaant.  p.  200w246>  Their  contemporair 
Pbotius  does  not  seem  ta  be  more  opplent.  After  praising  the  style 
of  NicepboruSft  he  add^.  Km  i>Ms  ir^xxng  tr<  T»t  ar^  avnt  mvoxsu^'refum 
rifh  Tfif  tr»(i»9  'Tfi  tttiry^n%  and  only  complains  of  his  extreme  brevity, 
4Phot  BiUot.  cad.  Ixvi,  p.  100)*  Soaoe  additions  rm^  be  ^aned 
from  the  more  recent  histories  of  Cedreous  and  2«onaras  p£  the  xiitb 
century. 

'.Tabari,  ar  Al  Tabari,  a  native  ef  Taborestan,  a  famous  imam  of 
aa^ad»  and  the  Livy  of  the  Arabiaas,  tfuuahed  hia  general  history  is 
the  year  of  the  Hegira  302,  (A.D.  914).  At  the  request  of  his  friends, 
he  reduced  a  work  of  30,000  sheets  to  a  more  reasonable  size.  But  his 
Ar«hi<;  orifiivil  is  knowA  only  b^r  the  Persian  and  Torkiah  versioas. 
The  Saiacenic  history  of  Ebn  Amid«or  Elmaeipi,  is  81^4  to  be  an 
abridgment  of  the  great  Tdbari,  (Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  glaracens,  vol 
H,  pre€»ce,  p.  zxxix,  aad,  list  of  authors,  d^Herbelot,  p.  %Qe^  970 
1014), 

"  Besides  the  lists  of  authors  framed  by  Prideaux,  (Life  of  Mahomet, 
p.  17§-1S9),  Ockley,  (at  the  end  ot  his  second  rolunie),  and  Petit 
de  la  Croix,  (Hist,  de  Gengiscan,  p.  525-d5(^,  we  fiod  in  the  BibUo* 
theque  OrienUle  Tarikh^  a  catalogue  of  two  or  three  hundred  histories 
or  chronicles  of  the  East,  of  which  not  more  than  three  or  four  are 
Older  than  Tabari.  A  lively  sketch  of  oriental  literature  Is  given  by 
Eeiske,  (in  his  Prodidagmata  ad  Hagji  Chalifa  librum  memorialem  ad 
calcem  Abulfeda  Tabulae  Syria,  IJpsiae,  1766) ;  but  his  project  and 
the  French  version  of  Petit  de  la  Croix  (Hist,  de  Timur  Bee,  torn,  i, 
•     preface^  p.  xlv)  have  fallen  to  the  grqund. 
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eot  sketches  of  a  more  recent  age**  The  art  chap, 
md  genius  of  history  have  ever  been  unknown  ^^ 
to  the  Asiatics ;  ^  they  are  ignorarnt  of  the  laws 
3f  criticism ;  and  our  monkish  chronicles  of  the 
same  period  may  be  compared  to  their  most 
popular  works,  which  are  never  vivified  by  the 
spirit  of  philosophy  and  freedom.  The  oriental 
library  of  a  Frenchman^  wovld  instruct  the 
most  learned  mufti  of  the  East;  and  perhaps 
the  Arabs  might  not  find  in  a  single  historian, 
so  clear  and  comprehensive  a  narrative  of  their 

"  The  particular  historians  and  geographers  vfill  be  occasionally  in- 
troducpd.  The  four  following  titles  represent  the  annals,  which  have  ' 
guided  me  in  this  general  narrative. — 1.  AnntUea  Eutycbiif  Pahiarch$ 
AUxandrini^  ab  Edwardo  Pocockio,  Oxoiu  1656,  2  vols,  in  4to ;  a  pom- 
pous edition  of  an  incLHferent  author,  translated  by  Pocock  to  gratify 
the  presbyterian  prejudice  of  his  firiend  Seldcn.  2.  Historia  SaimcMica 
Georgii  Elmacinit  opera  et  studio  Thowlus  Erpenii,  in  ito,  Lugd.  BatavO" 
'wm,  1625.  He  is  said  to  have  hastily  translated  a  corrupt  MS.  and  his 
version  is  often  4e$cieiit  iu  style  and  sense.  3.  S^Uria  canpenHosa 
DynliHi(^ru'n  a  Gregwio  Abiflpkaragio,  kiterpreie  Edwardo  Pocoskio,  hi 
4to,  0x071,  1663  ;  more  useful  for  the  literary  than  the  civil  history 
of  the  East.  4.  ^ulfsdcB  AnKoka  Moskmid  ad  Ann.  Megirte  ccccvi, 
«  Jo.  Jac.  Meiakfir  «V  4to,  LipaidBj  1754  ;  the  best  of  our  Chronicle^, 
both  for  the  original  and  version ;  yet  how  far  below  the  name  of  Abul- 
feda.  We  know  that  he  wrote  at  Hamah,  in  the  xivth  century.  The 
three  former  were  Chmstinns  of  the  Kth,  xilth,  and  xiiith  centuries ; 
the  two  iirst,  natives  •(  Egypt ;  a  Melchite  patriarch,  and  a  Jacobite 
scribe. 

•  M.  de  Gutgnes  (Hist,  des  Huns,  torn,  i,  pref.  xix,  xx)  has  cha- 
racterized, with  truth  and  knowledge,  the  two  sorts  of  Arabian  Jwjto- 
nans,  the  dry  annalist,  and  the  tumid  and  flowery  orator. 

*  Bihiiotheque  Orientale,  par  M.  d*HerbcIot,  in  folio,  Paris,  1697. 
i'or  the  charaetejr  of  the  respectable  author,  consult  his  friend  Theve» 
^U  (Voyages  du  Levant,  part  i,  chap.  I).  His  work  is  an  agree* 
able  miscellany,  which  must  gratify  every  taste;  but  I  never  can 
digest  the  alphabetical  order,  and  I. find  him  more  satisfactory  in  the 
Persian  than  the  Arabic  history.  The  recent  supplement  from  tha 
papers  of  M.  M.  Visd«lou  and  Galiand,  (in  folio,  La  Haye,  1779),  is 
'tf  a  different  cast,  a  medley  of  talcs,  proverbs,  and  Chinese  stntiqui* 
ties. 
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CHAP,  own  expliAU,  as  that  which  will  be  deduced  in 
ctt"'—  ^^  ensuing  sheets. 

in^aiion^  I-  In  the  fifst  year  of  the  first  caliph,  his  lieu- 
iS!^  *^^^*  Caled,  the  sword  of  God,  and  the  scourge 
'  of  the  infidels,  advanced  to  the  banks  c^  the 
Euphrates,  and  reduced  the  cities  of  Anbar  and 
HiwL  Westward  of  the  ruins  of  Babylon,  a 
tribe  of  sedentary  Arabs  had  fixed  themselves 
on  the  verge  of  the  desert ;  and  Hira  was  the 
seat  of  a  race  of  kings  who  had  embracefd  the 
Christian  religion,  and  reigned  above  six  hundred 
years  under  the  shadow  of  the  throne  of  Persia."* 
The  last  of  the  Mondars  was  defeated  and  slain 
by  Caled;  his  sot^  was  sent  a  captive  to  Me 
dina ;  his  nobles  bowed  before  the  successor  of 
the  prophet :  the  people  was  tempted  by  the  ex- 
ample and  success  of  their  countrymen :  and  the 
caliph  accepted  as  the  first  fruits  of  foreign  con* 
questman  annualtributeof  seventy  thousand  pieces 
of  gold.  The  conquerors,  and  even  their  histori- 
ans, were  astonished  by  the  dawn  of  their  future 
greatness.  **  In  the  same  year,"  says  Elmacin, 
*'  Caled  fought  many  signal  battles ;  an  immense 
*'  multitude  of  the  jnfidels  was  3laughtered ;  and 
**  spoils,  infinite  and  innumerable,  were  acquired 
"  by  the  victorious  Moslems.'"^    But  the  invin- 

<  Pocock  will  explain  the  chronology,  (Specimen  Hist.  Arabum, 
p.  66-74),  and  d*Anville  the  geography,  (rEuphrate  et  le  Tigre, 
p.  125),  of  the  dynasty  of  the  Almondars.  The  English  scholar  on- 
ierstftod  more  Arabic  than  the  mufti  of  Aleppo,  (Ockley,  voL  ii,  p. 
3*) ;  the  French  geographer  is  equally  at  home  in  every  age  and  every 
'climate  of  the  world. 

'  Fecit  et  (J^haled  plurima  in  hoc  anno  prjoelia,  in  quibus  vicerunt 
Mu^limi,  et  infidefium  immensi  multitudine  occi«a  epolia  infinlla  et 

innumera 
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cible  Caled  was  soon  transferred  to  the  Syrian  chap. 
war:  the  invasion  of  the  Persian  frontier  was  con-  ^^- 
ducted  by  less  active  or  less  prudent  commanders: 
the  Saracens  were  repulsed  with  loss  in  the  passage 
of  the  Euphrates;  andy  though.they  chastised  the 
insolent  punsuit  of  the  Mi^ians,  their  remaining 
forces  still  hovered  in  the  desert  of  Babylon. 

The  indignation  and  fears  of  the  Persians  Battle  of 
suspended  for  a  moment  their  intestine  divi- a.d.63«^ 
sions.-  By  the  imanimous  sentence  of  the  priests 
and  nobles,  their  queen  Arzema  was  deposed ; 
the  sixth  of  the  transient  usurpers,  who  had 
arisen  and  vaipished  in  three  or  four  y^ars,  since 
the  death  of  Chosroes  and  the  retreat  a£  He- 
raclius.  Her  tiara  was  placed  on  the  head  of 
Yezdegerd,  the  grandson  of  Chosroes ;  and  the 
same  era,  which  coincides  with  an  astronomical 
period/  has  recorded  the  fall  of  the  Sassanian 
dynasty  and  the  religion  of  Zcwroaster.*    The 

irnuinera  sunt  nacli,  (Hist.  Saiacenica,  p.  20).  .Th<?  Christian  ann<list 
;Tides  into  the  national  and  compendrous  term  of  infidets,  and  I  often 
Lilopt  (I  hope  without  scandal')  this  characteristic  mode  of  expression. 

■  A  C3'cle  of  120  years,  the  end  ©f  which  an  intercalary  month  of  30  . 
!a3's,  supplied  the  use  of  our  Bissextile,  and  restored  the  integrity  of 
he  sofor-year-  In  a  gnat  revolution  of  1440  years*  this  intercalation 
vas  successively  removed  frem  the  first  to  tlie  twelfth  month ;  .but 
ij'de  and  Freret  are  involved  in  a  profound  controversy,  whether  the 
vrelve,  or  only  eight  of  these  changes,  were  accomplished  before  the 
ra  of  Yezdegerd,  wbklk  is,  Bnanimotisly  fixed  to  the  i6tb  of  June 
I.  D.  632.  How  laboriously  does  the  curious  spirit  of  Europe  eso 
•lore  the  darkest  and  most  distant  antiquities,  (Hyde,  de  Religion© 
^ersaruoB,  c.  t4-lS,  p.  ISl-gll.  Fteret  in  the  Mem.  de  fAcademfe 
es  Inscriptions,  torn,  xvi,  p.  233-267)! 

*  Nine  days  after  the  death  of  Mahomet,  (7th  June  A.  D.  632),  we 
nd  the  era  of  Yezdegerd,  (16th  June  A.  D.  632);  and  his  accession 
annot  be  postponed  beyond  the  end  ©f  the  first  year.  His  predeces- 
Lirs  could  not  therefore  resist  the  arms  of  the  caliph  Omar,  and  these 
n  questionable  dates  overthrow  the  thoughtless  chronology  of  Abul?- 
har«^us.     See  Ockley's  Hist,  of  the  Sckfftcen^,  vol.  !>  p*  130; 


M6  tM£  DftCLlNB  AND  fAlX 

CRAP,  youth  and  inexperience  of  the  prince,  he  was 
^^J^;^  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  declined  a  perilous  en- 
counter ;  the  royat  standard  was  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  his  general  Rustam;  and  a  rem- 
nant of  thirty  thousand  regular  troops  was  swell- 
ed in  truth,  or  in  opinion,  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  subjects,  or  allies,  of  the  great 
king.  The  Moslems,  whose  numbers  were  rein- 
foroedfrom  twelve  to  thirty  thousand,  bad  pitched 
their  camp  in  the  plains  of  Cadesia  :"*  and  their 
line,  though  it  consisted  of  fewer  men,  could  pro- 
duce more  soldiers  than  the  unwieldy  host  of  the 
infidels.  I  shall  here  observe,  what  I  must  often 
repeat,  that  the  chai^  of  the  Arabs  was  not  like 
that  of  theGreeks  andRomans,  the  effort  of  a  firm 
and  compact  infantry :  their  military  force  was 
chiefly  formed  ofeavalry  and  archers;  and  the  en- 
gagement, which  was  often  intemipted  and  often 
renewed  by  single  combats  and  flying  skirmishes, 
might  be  protracted  without  any  decisive  event  to 
the  continuance  of  several  days.  The  periods  of 
the  battle  of  Cadesia  were  distinguished  by  their 
peculiar  appellations.  The  first,  from  the  well* 
timed  appearance  of  six  thousand  of  the  Syrian 
brethren,  was  denominated  the  day  of  succour. 
The  day  of  conctission  might  express  the  disorder 
of  one,  or  perhaps  of  both,  of  th^^ontending  ar- 
mies. The  third,  a  nocturnal  tumult,  received 
the  whimsical  name  of  the  night  of  barking, 
from  the  discordant  clamours,  which  were  coni- 


"  Cadesia,  says  the  Nubian  geographer,  (p.  ISl),  is  in  mafgfne  wo- 
litudine,  61  leagues  £rom  Bagdad,  and  two  stations  from  Cufa.  Ot- 
ter (Voyage,  torn,  i,  p.  163)  reckons  1^  leagues,  and  obsenres,  tbzx 
the  place  is  supplied  with  dates  and  w^ter. 
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^ared  to  the  inarticulate  sounds  of  the  fiercest  ani*  Ch  a  p« 
tnals.  The  luormog  of  the  succeeding  day  deter-  ^"^^^^ 
mined  the  fate  of  Persia ;  and  a-seasonable  wfairU 
nrind  drove  a  cloud  of  dust  against  the  faces  Df  die 
imbelieyers.  The  dangour  of  arms  was  re-^echoed 
to  the  tent  of  Rustam^  who,  far  unlike  the  ancient 
bero  of  his  name,  was  gently  redining  in  a  cool 
ind  tranquil  shade,  amidst  the  baggage  of  his 
:amp,  and  the  train  of  mules  that  were  laden  with 
B^old  and  silver.  On  thie  sound  of  danger  he  start- 
ad  from  his  couch ;  but  his  flight  was  overtaken 
by  a  valiant  Arab^  who  caught  him  by  the  foot^ 
struck  off  his  head,  hoisted  it  on  a  lance^  and  iny 
Btantly  returning  to  the  field  of  battle,  carried 
slaughter  and  dismay  among  the  thickest  ranke 
of  the,  Persians*    The^  Saracens  confess  a  loss  of 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  mien ;  and  the  battle 
of  Cadesia  is  juHty  described  by  the  epithets  of 
obstbate  and  atrocious."^    The  standard  of  the 
monarchy  was  overthrown  and  captured  in  tht 
field,— a  leathern  apron  of  a  blacksmith,  who,  in 
ancient  times,  had  arisen  the  deliverer  of  Persia ; 
Imt  this  badge  of  heroic  poverty  was  disguised^ 
ind  almost  conoraled,  by  a  profusion  of  precious 
?ems.'  After  Uiis  victory,  the  wealthy  province  of 
Frak  or  Assyria  submitted  to  the  caliph,  and  his 
conquests  were  firmly  established  by  the  speedy 
bundation  of  BassOra,'  a  place  which  ever  com- 

*  Atroxt  oontumax,  pltu  wmel  renovatum*  are  the  well*choseii  ek» 
ressionsrof  the  translator  of  Abulfeda,  (Reiske,  p.  69). 

'  0*Herbelot,  BtblioUieque  Orientale,  p.  297,  34^. 

*  The  reader  may  satisfy  himself  on  the  subject  of  Bassora,  by  con* 
ulting  the  follewfng  wl-iters.«^e0graph.  Nubiens.  p.  121 ;  d^Herbe- 

lot. 
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nianda  the  trade  and  navigatioD  of  the  Persians. 
At  the  distance  of  fouiMore  miks  from  the  gpulf, 
the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  unite  ia  a  broad  and 
direct  current,  which  is  aptly  styled  the  rhrer  of 
the  Arabs.  In  the  mid-way^  between  the  junction 
and  the  mouth  of  th^se  £nnous  streams,  the  new 
settlement  was  planted  on  the  westerabaok ;  the 
first  colony  was  composed  of  eight  hundred  Mos- 
lems ;  but  the  influence  of  the  situation  soon  rear- 
ed a  flourishing  and  populous  capital.  The  air, 
though  excessively  hot,  is  pure  and  healthy :  the 
meadows  arefilledwithpelra-treesand  cattle;  and 
one  of  the  adjacent  valleys  has  been  celel^ated  a* 
Found«P  mongthefourparadisesorgardensof  Asia.  Under 
Bassora.  tbofirst  calipfas,  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Arabian  co- 
lony extended  over  the  southern  provinces  of  Per- 
sia: the  city  has  been  sanctified  by  the  tombs  of  the 
companicMis  and  martyrs ;  and  the  vessels  of  Eu- 
rope still  frequent  the  port  of  Bassora,  as  a  con- 
venient station  and  passage  of  the  Indian  trade. 
J^J^®'  AfterthedefeatofCadesia,acountry  intersected 
A.  D.  637,  by  rivers  ahd  canals  might  have  opposed  an  insu- 
perable barrier  to  the  victorious  cavalty ;  arid  the 
walls  of  Ctesiplion  or  Madayn,  which  had  resisted 
the  battering  ramsof  the  Romans^  would  not  have 
yielded  to  the  darts  of  the  Saracens.  But  the  fly- 
ing Persians  were  overcome  by  the  belief,  that  the 
last  day  of  their  religion  and  empire  wa$  at  hand : 

lot,  Bftbliotheque Orientale,  p.  192 ;  d*AnvUle,  TBuphrate  et  itTigee, 
p.  130»  133, 145 ;  Raynal,  Hist.  Philosophique  dct  deux  Indes,  torn,  ii, 
p.  92-100 ;  Voyages  de  Pietro  dcUa  Vallc,  torn,  iv,  p.  370-291 ;  dc 
Tavernier,  torn,  i,  p.  240L.247 ;  de  Thevenot,  torn,  il,  p.  54i5-^594; 
d'Otter,  torn,  ii,  p.  45*78;  d«  Nicbuhr,  torn.  iS,  p.  172-'1»9. 
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^  rtit^Mgeit  posts  were  abandoned  by  treachery  CH  aK 
or  cowardice ;  and  the  king*  with  a  part  of  his  ,^J[i^ 
family  and  taeasures,  escaped  to  Hot  wan  at  the 
foot  oftbe  Medkm  hlHs.  In  the  tkird  month  after 
die  battle,  Said,  tJie  liaitenant  ot  Omar^  passed 
the  Tigris  without  opposition ;  the  capital  was 
taken  by  assault ;  ai^  the  diibrderly  resistance 
of  the  pdople  gave  a  keener  e(%e  to  the  sabrds 
of  the  Modems,  who  shouted  with  religious 
transport,—"  This  is  the  white  palace  of  Chos-^ 
"  roes,  this  is  the  prottiise  of  the  apostle  of  God  !'* 
The  naked  robbens  of  the  desert  were  suddraly 
inched  beyond  the  measure  of  theur  hope  or  ' 

korowled^o  Eadi  chamber  rerealed  a  new  trea^ 
sure  secreted  with  art,  or  ostentatiously  display^ 
Bd ;  the  gold  and  silver,  the  various  wardrobes 
and  precious  furniture,  surpassed  (says  Abulfeda) 
the  estimate  of  fancy  or  numbers  r  and  another 
historian  defines  the  untold  and  almost  infinite 
mass,  by  the 'fabulous  computation  of  three 
thousands  of  thousands  of  thousands  of  pieces  of 
^old/  Some  minute  though  curious  facts  re-* 
present  the.  contrast  of  riches  and  ignorance. 
Prom  the  remote  isktnds  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  a 
arge  provi^on  of  camphire^  had  been  imported^ 

*  Meute  vir  potest  numerove  comprehend!  quanta  spoila 

Ktttis  ce^torin.  .  Abulfi»da»  p.  69»  Y«t  I  still  suspeot,  that  the  etA 
ravagant  numbers  of  Elmacin  may  bt  the  error,  not  of  the  text,  but 
f  the  version.' '  The  best  translators  from  the  Greek,  for  instance,  t 
fld  to  he  very  poor  arithmeticians. 

''  Tiie  campUir^  tree  growa  in  China  and  Japan  |  but  many  htiaired 
•eight  of  those  meaner  sorts  aria  exchanged  for  a  single  pound  of  the 
lore  precious  gum  of  Borneo  antfvfumatra,  (ftaynal.  Hist  Philosoph. 
d-  i,  p.  363-365 ;  Dictiennaire  dWst.  Katuirelle  par  Bomare ;  Mil* 
tr's  Gardener*s  Dictionary).    These  may  be  the  inlands  of  the  finrt 
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ciup.  wUdi  U  emptojed  witb  a  SHXtiue  of  w«&  to  U- 
.■■mil-  fag^toftte  the  ptiiwes  of  the  B$aL  SfUmgentfx 
the  qftiae  and  properties  of  tlift t  o^omitrma  gmu 
the  Saraeeiui  mistaking  it  for  salt,  miiigkd 
the  camphire  in  their  bread,  aad  ware  ai^hmkb- 
ad  at  the  bitteraess  tt  the  t8ste<  One  «f  the 
sf^rtiDeats  of  the  palace  was  dtcoraited  with  a 
carpet  of  sitt^  sixtj  cubits  ia  laoigth^^aiid  «s  inai^ 
ill  breadth :  a  paradise  or  garden  was  d^ictured 
OA  the  ground;  the  flowers*  fruits,  and  alH*iibs, 
were  imitated  fay  the  figures  of  the  goMI  eo^roi- 
derj,  and  the  colours  of  the  precious  stones;  aad 
the  ample  square  was  ^icireled  bj  a  Tariegi^ed 
and  verdant  bolder.  The  Arabiiai  generai  per- 
suaded his  soldiers  to  relinquish  their  dhttin»  in 
the  reasonable  hope  that  the  ejres  of  the  caliph 
would  be  deKghted  with  the  ^ptendid  Wwkmi»* 
ship  of  nature  and  induatrj.  Regardless  c€  the 
meri^  of  vt  and  the  pon^  of  royaltjr^  the  rigid 
Omar  divided  the  prise  among  l»s  brethree  of 
Me^na :  the  picture  was  d^troyed ;  but:  audi 
was  the  intridaio  value  of  the  mat^ials»  that  the 
shwe  of  Ati  alone  was  sold  for  twenty  tbot^and 
drams*  A  mule  that  carried  away  the  tiara  and 
cuirass»  the  belt  and  brackets  oi  C)K>sroes,  was 
overtaken  by  the  pursuers ;  the  gorged^  trophy 
was  presented  to  the  commander  of  the  imdiful^ 
iind  the  gravest  of  the  companions  condesc^ided 
to  smile  when  they  beheld  the  white  beard, 
hairy  arms»  and  uncouth  figure  of  the  vetoran» 
who  was  invested  with  the  spoils  o^  the  great 

«ttaiat«  Srongi  whence  t)^  Arelriims  Smportefl  tlieir  C8imfhire»  (Gmn> 
>  Ifttl).  p.  34, 3d  f  rUerbelot,  p.  232v 
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king."  The  sack  of  Ctesipbcm  wa»  followed  by  its  chap. 
[lesertioB  and  gradual  decaj.  The  Saracens  dig*  ^^^^ 
liked  the  air  and  situation  of  the  place,  and  Omar  Pounda. 
was  advised  by  his  general  to  remove  the  seat  of  {J„J^^ 
government  to  the  western  sideof  tiie  Euphrates. 
In  every  age  the  foundation  and  ruin  of  the  As* 
Syrian  cities  has  been  easy  and  rapid ;  the  coun* 
try  is  destitute  of  stone  and  timber,  and  the 
most  solid  structures'  are  composed  of  bricks 
baked  in  the  sun,  and  joined  by  a  cement  of  the 
native  bitumen.  The  name  of  Cufa*  describes 
sn  habitation  of  reeds  and  earth;  but  the  im- 
portance of  the  new  capital  was  supported  by 
the  numbers,  wealth,  and  spirit  of  a  colony 
of  veterans ;  and  their  licentiousness  was  indu^ 
ed  by  the  wisest  caliphs,  who  were  apprehensive 
(rf*  provoking  the  revolt  of  an  hundred  thousand 
swords.  «  Ye  men  of  Cufa,''  said  AU,  who  so- 
licited their  aid,  ^^  ymi  have  been  always  conspi- 
^  cttous  by  your  valour^  You  conquered  the 
**  Persiaii  kin|^,  and  scattered  his  forces,  till  you 
**  had  taken  possession  of  bb  inheritance.''  This 
mighty  conquest  was  achieved  by  the  battles  of 
Jalida  and  Nebavend.  After  the  loss  of  the 
former,  Yezdeg&td  fled  from  Holwan,  and  con- 
cealed his  shame  and  despair  in  the  mountains 
of  Farsistan^  from  whence  Cyrus  had  descended 

*  See  Gi^gnier,  Vie  4e  Mahomet,  torn,  j,  p.  376,  377.  I  maj  credit 
*e  fact,  without  believing  the  prophecy. 

*  Th«  moat  con8aderal>le  ruins  of  Assyria  are  the  tower  of  Belos,  at 
^bjlon,  ao4  the  hall  of  Chosroes,  at  Ctesiphon :  they  have  been  vi- 
iited  by  that  vain  and  curious  traveller  Pjetro  cteUa  Valle*  (torn,  i,  p. 
ria.718,  73U735). 

*  Consult  the  article  of  Ccufah  in  the  BiUiothequc  of  d*Herhelet, 
{>-  277,  S7S)y  and  the  sacopd  volume  of  0cfcley*s  History,  particular^ 
;  p.  iO  and  i^ 

Bb2 
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CHAP,  with  his  equal  and  valiant  companions.  Thecou- 
%wi!u**  rage  of  the  nation  survived  that  of  the  monarch ; 
among  the  hills  to  the  south  of  Ecbatana  or  Ha- 
madan,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Persians 
made  a  third  and  final  stand  for  their  religion 
and  country ;  and  the  decisive  battle  of  Neha- 
vend  was  styled  by  the  Arabs  the  victory  of  vic- 
tories. If  it  be  true  that  the  flying  general  of 
the  Persians  was  stopped  and  overtaken  in  a 
crowd  of  mules  and  camels  laden  with  honey, 
the  incident,  however  slight  or  singular,  will  de- 
note the  luxurious  impediments  of  an  oriental 
army/ 
orpersfa  ^^^  gcographyof  Persia  is  darkly  delineated  by 
A.  D.  637-  the  Greeks  and  Latins;  but  the  most  illustrious  of 
her  cities  appear  to  be  more  ancient  than  the  in- 
vasion of  the  Arabs.  By  the  reduction  of  Ha- 
madan  and  Ispahan,  of  Caswin,  Tauris,  and  Rei, 
they  gradually  approached  the  shores  of  the  Cas- 
pian Sea ;  and  the  orators  of  Mecca  might  applaud 
the  success  and  spirit  of  the  faithful,  who  had 
already  lost  sight  of  the  northern  bear,  and  had 
almost  transcended  the  bounds  of  the  habitable 
world.*  Again  turningtowards  the  West  and  the 
Roman  empire,  they  repassed  the  Tigris  over  the 
bridge  of  Mosul,  and,  in  the  captive  provinces  of 

'  See  the  article  of  Nekavend,  in  d'Herbelot,  p.  667,  668  ;  and  Voy- 
ages en  Turquie  et  en  Perse,  par  Otter,  torn,  i,  p.  191. 

s  It  is  in  such  a  style  of  ignorance  and  wonder  that  the  AtheoisD 
orator  describes  the  Arctic  conquests  of  Alexander,  who  never  advan- 
ced beyond  the  shores  of  the  Caspian,  A^fluvtffos  t^u  Tns  <Mxr«  xtu  vm 
0iKit/AivfiSt  •>.i'yvhivt  vAfftis  fAthmitu.  Eschines  contra  Ctesipbontem, 
torn,  iii,  p.  554,  edit.  GrtEC.  Orator.  Reiske.  This  memorable  cause 
was  pleaded  at  Athens,  Olymp.  cxii,  3,  (before  Christ  330),  in  the 
autumn,  (Tayler,  prsefat.  p.  370,  &c.),  about  a  year  after  the  battle 
of  Arbela ;  and  Alexander,  in  the  pursuit  of  Darius^  was  marching 
towards  Uyrcania  and  Bactrlana. 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE;  S13 

Armenia  and  Mesopotamia,  embraced  tbeir  vie-  chap. 
torious  brethren  of  the  Syrian  army.  From  the  ^'" 
palace  of  Madayn  their  eastern  progress  was  not 
less  rapid  or  extensive.  They  advanced  along 
the  Tigris  and  the  Gulf;  penetrated  through  the 
passes  of  the  mountains  into  the  valley  of  Esta^ 
char  or  Persepolis;  and  profaned  the  last  sanctuary 
of  the  Magian  empire.  The  grandson  of  Chos- 
roes  was  nearly  surprised  among  the  falling  co- 
lumns  and  mutilated  figures;  a  sad  emblem  of 
the  past  and  present  fortune  of  Persia  :*"  he  fled 
with  accelerated  haste  over  the  desert  of  Kir- 
man,  implored  the  aid  of  the  warlike  Segestans^ 
and  sought  an  humble  refuge  on  the  verge  of 
the  Turkish  and  Chinese  power.  But  a  victori- 
ous army  is  insensible  of  fatigue  :  the  Arabs  di- 
vided their  forces  in  the  pursuit  of  a  timorous 
enemy;  and  the  caliph  Othman  promised  the 
government  of  Chorasan'to  the  first  general  who 
should  enter  that  large  and  populous  country, 
the  kingdom  of  the  ancient  Bactrians.  The 
condition  was  accepted ;  the  prize  was  deserv- 
ed ;  the  standard  of  Mahomet  was  planted  on 
the  walls  of  Herat,  Merou,  and  Balch ;  and  the 
successful  leader  neither  halted  nor  reposed  till 
his  foaming  cavalry  bad  tasted  the  waters  of 
the  Oxus.  In  the  public  anarchy,  the4ndepend-^ 
ent  governors  of  the  cities  and  castles  obtained 
their   separate  capitulations;   the   terms   were 

*  We  are  indebted  for  this  curious  particular  to  the  Dynasties  of 
A.bulpharagiu8,  p..  116;  but  it  is  needless  to  prove  the  identity  of 
Estachar  and  Persepolis,  (d'Herbelot,  p.  327)j^n4-stHHnore  needless 
to  copy  tlie  drawings  and  d«scriptions  of^SlfJohn  Chardin,  or  Cor» 
neille  le  Bruyn.  .     ^ 

E  b  3 
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CB  AP.  granted  or  imposed  by  the  esteem,  the  prudence, 
^^  or  the  compassion,  of  the  victors ;  and  a  simple 
profession  of  faith  established  the  distinction  be- 
tween a  brothei*  and  a  slave.  After  a  noMe  de- 
fence, Harmozan,  the  prince  of  satrap  of  Ahwax 
and  Sttsa,  was  compelled  to  surrender  hid  person 
and  his  state  to  the  discretion  of  the  cafipb;  and 
their  interview  exhibits  a  portrait  of  the  Arabian 
manners.  In  the  presence,  and  by  the  command, 
of  Omar,  the  ^y  barbarian  was  despoiled  of  his 
tilkeh  robes  embroidered  with  gold,  and  t>f  his 
tiara  bedecked  with  rubies  and  emeralds.  ^'  Are 
•*  you  now  sensible,**  said  the  conqueror  to  his 
naked  captive;  <*  are  you  now  sensible  of  the  judg^ 
«*  ment  of  God,  and  of  the  different  rewards  of  in- 
^  fidelity  and  obedience?''  »  Alas  r  replied  Har- 
mozan,  ^  I  feel  them  too  deeply.  In  the  days  of 
•*  our  common  ignorance,  we  fought  with  the 
<*  weapons  of  the  flesh,  and  my  nation  was  supe- 
*•  nor.  God  was  then  neuter :  since  he  has  es- 
**  poused  your  quarrel,  you  have  subverted  our 
**  kingdom  and  religion."  Oppressed  t)y  this 
painful  4ialogue,  the  Persian  complained  of  into- 
lerable thirst,  but  discovered  some  apprehensions 
lest  h6  Should  be  killed  whilst  he  was  drinking  a 
cup  of  water.  *<  B^  of  good  courage,"  said  the 
caliph,  "  your  life  is  safe  till  you  have  dnmk  this 
"  water:"  thecrafty satrapacceptedtheassurance, 
and  instantly  dashed  the  vase  against  the  ground. 
Omar  would  have  avenged  the  deceit ;  but  his 
companions  represented  the  aanctity  of  an  oath; 
and  the  speedy  conversion  of  Harmozan  entitled 
him  not  only  to  a  free  pardon,  but  even  to  a  sti- 


Hf-ir, 
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pmid  of  two  tibotts$tid  t4ece6  of  gold.    Tbe  ftd-  tHAP. 

Li. 


miiiista*atioii  of  Persia  was  regulated  by  apt  ai^tual      ^^' 


Burvey  of  the  people,  the  cattle,  and  the  fruits  of 
the  earth ;'  and  this  moiittiiietit,  which  attests 
the  vigilance  of  the  caliphs,  might  have  Instructed 
the  philosopk^s  of  every  age.^ 

The  flight  of  Yezdegerd  had  carried  him  be-  Death  or 
yond  the  Oxus,  aad  as  flir  as  the  Xaxartes,  two  ^^^ 
rlvws*  of  andent  and  modiwn  renown,  whidi  ^  **•  ^^^' 
descend  from  the  mountains  o(  India  towards  the 
Caspian  Sea.    He  wasliospitably  entertained  by 
Tarkhan,  prince  of  Fargana,**"  a  fertile  province 
on  tiie  Jaxartes ;  the  king  of  Siunarcand,  with 
the  Turkish  tribes  of  SogdiAna  and  ScytMa,  were 
moved  by  the  lameMations  and  promises  of  the 
fallen  monarch ;  and  be  soUdted  by  a  suppli^it 
embassy,  the  more  solid  and  powerful  ft-iendship 
of  the  emperor  of  Chtea*""    The  virtuous  Tait- 

i  After  the  conqitest  eS  Persit^  Theophnnes  li^s*  $unr^  h  r^  p^f^m 
c««Xf VM»  OfffAOfot  tt¥myf€t^n*eu  iruv^i*  ««(v  vat  mwd*  ititvfctvuv^  tytn^t  K  4 
0t9a^etfti  «ci  «i4fMr»t9  mm  »«^mm>  imn  p9rm¥f  (ChtOtkOgrtiptt,  p.  M3)« 

^  Amiast  oar  oteagre  itlftU^oSi  I  must  regret,  thai  d^HertMJloi  hm 
not  foond  and  used  a  Persian  transUtion  of  Ta%arl«  enriched*  KS  be 
sayst  with  many  extracts  from  the  native  historians  of  the  Ghebers  or 
Magi,  iBihIiotfaeque  Orientale,  ^  lOU). 

1  ThD  most  i^ntbentic  aroooiits  0^  the  two  riverB,  tho  Sihoa  (Ja^^- 
artes)  and  th«  Gihon<Oxu8),  may  be  found  in  Sheriff  Kdrisi,  (Geo- 
graphy Nnbiens.  p.  13S) ;  Abulfeda*  (Descrfpt.  Chorasan.  la  Hudson* 
torn.  ili»  p.  S3) ;  Abulghaxi  Khan*  wbD  reigned  on  their  himks,  (Uiat. 
Genealogique  des  Tatars,  p.  32,  5T,  766),  and  the  Turkish  Geograph- 
er, a  MS.  in  the  king  of  Fnuiee*s  library,  (Sxaoien  Critique  de^  His- 
torieoa  d'Alexaadre,  p.  1^4-360). 

°>  The  territory  of  Pergamt  ia  described  by  Abulfeda,  p.  76,  77* 

^  Eo  redegit  angustiarum  eundem  regem  exeulem,  ut  Turcici  re* 
^  et  Sogdiaoi,  et  Sineasif ,  auxilia  jnispie  Uteris  Implorareti  (Ahui- 

fed* 
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CHAP,  song/  the  first  of  the  dynaatj  of  the  Tati|^»  maj 
^Ji^^  be  justly  compared  with  the  Aatonines  of  Rwie: 
his,  people  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  prosperity  and 
peace ;  and  his  dominion  was  acknowledged  by 
forty-four  bords  of  the  barbarians  of  Tartary. 
His  last  garrisons  of  Cashgar  and  Khqten  main- 
tained a  frequent  iptercourse  with  their  neigh- 
bours of  the  Jaxartes  and  Oxus ;  a  recent  coimj 
of  Persians  had  introduced  into  China  the  astro- 
nomy of  the  Magi;  andTaitsopgmiglit  bec^lamied 
by  the  rapid  progress  and  dangerous  vicinity  of 
the  Arabs.  The  infl|ienpe»  and  perhaps  tbi^  sup- 
plies,  of  C^iina  revived  the  hopes  of  Y^zd^erd 
and  the  zeal  of  the  .worshippers  of  fire  :  and  be 
returned  with  an  army  of  Turks  to  conquer  the  in- 
heritance of  his  fathers.  The  fortunate  Moslems, 
'  without  unsheathing  their  swords,  were  the  spec^ 
tators  of  his  ruin  and  death.  The  grandson  of 
Chosroes  was  betrayed  by  his  servant,  insulted  by 
the  seditious  inhabitants  of  Merou,  and  oppressed, 
defeated,  and  pursued,  by  bis  barbarian  allies.  He 
reached  the  banks  of  a  river,  and  ofiered  his  rings 
and  bracelets  for  an  instant  passage  in  a  miner's 
boat.  Ignorant  or  insensible  of  royal  distress^  the 
rustic  replied,  that  four  drams  of  silver  were  the 
daily  profit  of  bis  mill,  ajid  that  he  would  not  sus- 
pend his  work  unless  the  loss  were  repaid.  In  this 

fed.  Annal*  p.  74).  The  connection  of  the  Persian  'and  Chinese  his- 
tory 18  illustrated  by  Freret,  (Mem.  de  l*Academie,  torn,  zvi,  p.  H5- 
t5S)  and  de  Guignes,  (Hist,  des  Huns,  torn,  ii,  p.  64U59,  and  hr  the 
geography  of  the  borders,  torn,  ii,  p.  1-43). 

•  Hist.  Sinica,  p.  41-46,  ip  the  iiid  part  of  |he  Relations  Cuxieuses 
of  Therenot. 
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moment  of  hesitation  and  delay,  the  laist  of  th^  chap. 
Sassanian  kings  was  overtaken  and  slaughtered  ^^' 
by  the  Turkish  cavalry,  in  the  nineteenth  year 
of  his  unhappy  reign.^  His  son  Firuz,.  an  hum* 
ble  client  of  the  Chinese  emperor,  aq<:epted  the 
station  of  captain  of  his  guards ;  and  the  Ma- 
gian  worship  was  long  preserved  by  a  colony  of 
loyal  exiles  in  the  province  of  Bucharia.  Hi$| 
grandson  inherited  the  regal  name ;  but  after  a 
faint  and  fruitless  enterprise,  he  returned  to  Chi- 
na, aad  ended  his  days  in  the  palace  of  Sigan^ 
The  male  line  of  the  Sassanides  was  extinct;  but 
the  female  captives,  the  daughters  of  Persia, 
were  given  to  the  conquerors  in  servitude,  or 
marriage ;  said  the  race  of  the  caliphs  and  imams 
was  ennobled  by  the  blood  of  their  royal  mo* 
thers.^     • 

After  the  fall  of  the  Persian  kingdom,  the  river  The  cou^ 
Oxusdivided  the  territories  of  the  Saracens  and  of  T^^'wi, 
the  Turks.  This  narrow  boundary  was  soon  over--  ■^*'  ^-  ^ 
leaped  by  the  spirit  of  the  Arabs  :  the  governors 
of  Chorasan  extended  their  successive  inroads ; 
and  ©ne  of  their  triumphs  was  adorned  with  the 
buskin  of  a  Turkish  queen,  which  she  dropt  in 

'  I  have  endeavoured  to  harmonize  the  vt^rious  narratives  of  EU 
macin,  (Hist.  Saracen,  p.  37);  Abulpharagius,  (Dynast,  p.  llCf); 
Abulfeda,  (Annal.  p.  74,  79),  and  d'Herbelot,  (p.  485).  The  end  of 
Yezdegerd  was  not  only  unfortunate  but  obscure. 

^  The  two  daughters  of  Yeydegerd  married  Hassan,  the  son  of  Ali, 
and  Mohammed,  the  son  of  Abubeker ;  and  the  first  of  these  was  the 
father  of  a  numerous  progeny.  The  daughter  of  Phirouz  became  the 
wife  of  the  caliph  Waiid,  and  their  son  Yezid  derived  his  genuine  or 
fabuloos  descent  {rom  the  Chosroes  of  Persia,  the  Caesars  of  Roipe, 
md  the  Chagans  of  the  Turks  or  Avars,  (d'Herbelot,  Bibliot,  Orien« 
{ale,  p.  96^  487). 
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e.HAP.  her  precipitate  flight  beyond  the  hilk  of  BodM- 
^^l^  ra-'  But  the  final  conquest  of  Transouatta,'  as 
well  as  of  Spain,  was  reserved  for  the  gkurkms 
reign  of  the  inactive  Walid ;  and  the  name  oi 
Catibab,  the  caroel^  driver,  declares  the  ori^ 
and  merit  of  his  successful  lieutenant.  Whils 
one  of  hii^  colleagues  displayed  the  first  Maho- 
metan banner  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  the 
spacious  regions  between  the  Oxus,  the  Jaxiurtes, 
and  the  Caspian  Sea,  were  reduced  by  the  anns 
of  Catibah  to  the  obedience  of  the  prophet  and 
of  the  caliph.^  A  tribute  of  two  milliims  o( 
{Hcces  of  gold  was  imposed  on  the  infideb ;  their 
idols  were  burnt  or  broken;  the  Mussulman 
chief  pronounced  a  sermon  in  the  new  mosch  of 
Cari^me ;  after  several  battles,  the  Turkish 
Lords  were  driven  back  to  the  desert ;  and  the 
emperors  of  China  solicited  the  friendship  of 
the  victorious  Arabs.  To  thdr  industry,  the 
prosperity  of  the  province,  the  Sogdiana  of  the 
ancients,  may  in  a  great  measure  be  ascribed ; 

*  'It  was  valued  at  2000  pieces  of  gold,  and  was  the  prise  of  Obei- 

doUab  the  son  of  Ziyad,  a  name  afterwards  iiifaio»«t  by  the  tturdcr  of 
Hosein,  (Ockley's  History  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii,  p.  IMt,  liS).  Hii 

brother  Salem  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  the  first  Arabian  woman 
(A.  D.  680)  who  passed  the  Oxus :  she  borrowed,  or  rather  stole,  the 
crown  and  jewels  of  the  princess  of  the  Sogdians^  (p.  tSl,  832). 

*  A  part  of  Abulfeda's  geography  is  translated  by  Greaves,  inserted 
in  Hudson's  collection  of  the  minor  geographers,  (torn,  iii')^  and  entit- 
led, Descriptio  Cborasmie  et  Mamartdiuikrmt  id  est,  regionum  extra 
fluvium,  Oxum,  p*  80.  The  name  of  7*raiw-o«iaiia,  softer  in  sound, 
equivalent  in  sense,  is  aptly  used  by  Petit  de  la  Croix,  (Hist,  de  Gen- 
giscan,  &c.),  and  some  modem  Orientalists ;  but  they  are  sntstaUn 
in  ascribing  it  to  the  writers  of  antiquity, 

*  The  conquests  ef  Catibah  are  faintly  marked  by  Elmacln,  (HisU 
Saracen,  p.  84);  d*Herbelot,  (Bibliot.  Orient.  Cathak^  Samarconii 
VaUd)^  and  de  Goignes,  (Hist,  des  Huns,  torn,  i,  p.  OS,  69). 
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but  the  advantages  of  the  soil  and  climate  had  chap. 
been  understood  and  cultivated  since  the  reigti  ^^l^ 
of  the  Macedonian  kings.  Before  the  invasioti 
of  the  Saracens,  Car izme,  Bochara,  and  Samar* 
cand,  were  rich  and  populous  under  the  yoke  of 
the  shepherds  of  the  north.  These  cities  ^ere 
surrounded  with  a  double  wall ;  and  the  cKterior 
fortification,  of  a  larger  circumference,  inclosed 
the  fields  and  gardens  of  the  adjacent  district. 
The  mutual  wants  of  India  and  Europe  were  sup- 
plied by  the  dUigence  of  the  Sogdian  merchants  ; 
and  tb^  inestimable  art  of  transforming  linen  into  *'*''' 
paper,  has  been  diffVised  from  the  manufacture 
Of  Samarcand  over  the  western  world  ."* 

II.  No  sooner  had  Abubeker  restored  the  unity  lavanon 
<^f  faith  and  government^  than  he  despatched  a  a.  a'esk 
circular  letter  to  the  Arabian  tribes. — **  In  the 
"  name  of  the  most  merciful  God,  to  the  rest  of 
"  the  true  believets.  Health  and  happiness,  and 
"  the  mercy  and  blessing  of  God  be  upon  you.  I 
"  praise  the  most  high  God,  and  I  pray  for  his  pro- 
**  jAet  Mabomet.  This  is  to  acquaint  you,  that 
"  I  ititend  to  send  the  true  believers  into  Syria* 

**  A  curious  description  of  Samarcand  is  inserted  in  the  Bibliotbeca 
Arabico-Hispana,  torn,  i,  p,  208,  &c.  The  librarian  Casiri  (torn,  ii, 
9)  relates,  from  credible  testimony,  that  paper  Was  first  imporitii  from 
China  to  Samorcand,  A.  H.  30,  and  inventedf  or  rather  introduced, 
at  Mecca,  A.  H.  88.  The  Escurial  library  contains  paper  MSS.  as 
old  as  the  ivth  or  vtl)  century  of  the  Hegira. 

'  A  separate  history  of  the  conquest  of  Syria  has  been  composed  by 
Al  Wakidi,  cadi^49agdad,  who  was  born  A.  D.  748,  and  died  A.  D. 
B22 1  he  likewise  wrote  the  oonqucst  of  Egypt,  oi  Diarbekir,  Su:. 
Above  the  meagre  and  recent  chronicles  of  the  Arabians,  Al  Wakidi 
has  the  double  merit  of  antiquity  and  copiousness.  His  tales  and 
traditiona  aiford  an  artless  picture  pf  the  men  and  the  tlBMS.    Yet  hit 

narrative 
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CHAP.  ^  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  infidels* 
^'•^^  **  And  I  would  have  you  know,  that  the  fighting 
*•  for  religion  is  an  act  of  obedience  to  God." 
His  messengers  returned  with  the  tidings  of 
pious  and  martial  ardour  which  they  had  kindled 
in  every  province ;  and  the  camp  of  Medina 
was  successively  filled  with  the  intrepid  bands 
of  the  Saracens  who  panted  for  action^  com- 
plained of  the  heat  of  the  season  and  the  scar- 
city of  provisions ;  and  accused  with  impatient 
murmurs  the  delays  oS  the  caUph.  As  soon  as 
their  numbers  were  complete,  Abubeker  ascend- 
ed the  hill,  reviewed  the  men,  the  horses,  and 
the  arms,  and  poured  forth  a  ferv^it  prayer  for 
the  success  of  their  undertaking.  In  person 
and  on  foot»  he  accompanied  the  first  day's 
march ;  and  when  the  blushing  leaders  attempt- 
ed to  dismount,  the  caliph  removed  their  scruples 
by  a  declaration,  that  those  who  rode,  and 
those  who  walked,  in  the  service  of  religion, 
were  equally  meritorious.  His  instructions^  to 
the  chiefs  of  the  Syrian  army,  were  inspired  by  the 
warlike  fanaticism  which  advances  to  seize,  and 
affects  to  despise,  the  objects  of  earthly  ambition. 

narrative  is  too  often  defective,  trifling,  and  improbable.  Till  some- 
thing better  shall  be  found,  his  learned  and  spirited  interpreter  (Ock- 
ley,  in  his  History  of  the  Saracenis,  vol.  i,  p.  21-342)  will  not  desene 
the  petulant  animadversion  of  Reislce,  (Prodidagraata  ad  Hagji  Chali- 
f»  Tabulas,  p,  236).  1  am  sorry  to  think  that  the  labours  of  Ockley 
were  consummated  in  a  jail,  (see  his  two  prefaces  to  the  1st  voL  A.  D. 
1708,  to  the  2d,  1718,  with  the  list  of  authors  at  the  end). 

»  The  instructions,  &c.  of  the  Syrian  war,  are  described  by  Al  Wa- 
kidi  and  Ockley,  torn,  i,  p.  22-27,  &^  In  the  sequel  it  is  neces- 
sary to  contract,  and  needless  to  quote,  their  circumstantial  narrative. 
My  obiigatio&s  to  others  shall  be  noticed. 
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**  Remember/*  said  the  successor  of  the  prophet,  chap. 

"  that  you  are  always  in  the  presence  of  God,  on      ^'• 

"  the  verge  of  death,  in  the  assurance  of  judg-  """'^'"** 

**  ment,  and  the  hope  of  paradise.     Avoid  in- 

"  justice  and  oppression ;  consult  with  your  bre- 

**  thren,  and  study  to  preserve  the  love  and  con- 

"  fidence  of  your  troops.     When  you  fight  the 

"  battles  of  the  Lord,  acquit  yourselves  like  men, 

**  without  turning  your  backs ;  but  let  not  your 

"  victory  be  stained  with  the  blood  of  women  or 

"  children.^  Destroy  no  palm»trees,  nor  burn  any 

"  fields  of  corn.     Cut  down  no  fruit-trees,  nor 

"  do  any  mischief  to  cattle,  only  slich  as  you  kill 

"  to  eat.    When  you  make  any  covenant  or  ar- 

"  tide,  stand  to  it,  and  be  as  good  as  your  word. 

"  As  you  go  on,  you  will  find  some  religious  per-         * 

"  sons  who  live  retired  in  monasteries,  and  pro- 

*^  pose  Xo  themselves  to  serve  God  that  way :  let 

**  them  alone,  and  neither  kill  them  nor  destroy 

'*  their  monasteries ;'  and  you  will  find  another 

"  sort  of  people  that  belong  to  the  synagogue  of 

"  Satan,  who  have  shaven  crowns  ;*  be  sure  you 

"  cleave  their  skulls,  and  give  them  no  quarter 

"  till  they  either  turn  Mahometans  or  pay  tri- 

*  Notwithstanding  this  pre<!ept,  M.  Pauw  (Rechcrches  sur  lesEgjp* 
tien8,tom.u,  p.  192,  edit.  Lausanne)  represents  the  Bedoweens  as  the 
implacable  enemies  of  the  Christian  monks.     For  my  own  part  I  am 
more  Inclined  to  suspect  the  avarice  of  the  Arabian  robbers,  and  the      / 
prejudices  of  the  German  philosopher. 

•  Even  in  the  seventh  century,  the  monks  were  generally  laymen  ; 
they  wore  their  hair  long  and  dishevelled,  and  shaved  their  heads  when 
they  were  ordained  priests.  The  circular  tonsure  was  sacred  and  mys- 
:eriou9  :  it  was  the  crown  of  thorns ;  but  it  wns  likewise  a  royal  dia- 
leni,  and  every  priest  was  a  king,  &c.  (Thomassin,  Discipline  de 
•Eglise,  torn,  i,  p.  721-758,  especially  p.  737,  738). 


LI. 
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CHAP.  ^  bute."  All  yulotme  or  frivolous  conv^&atioD'. 
all  dangerous  recirilection  of  aacient  quarrels,  was 
seyerdjr  prohibited  among  the  Arabs ;  in  the  tu- 
mult of  a  camp,  the  exercises  of  religion  were  as- 
siduously practised ;  and  the  interrals  of  action 
were  employed  in  prayer,  m^taticm,  and  the 
•tudy  of  the  Koran.  The  abifse,  or  even  the  use, 
of  wine  was  chastised  by  fourscore  strokes  on  the 
soles  of  the  fee^  and  in  the  fervour  of  their  pri- 
mitive zeal  many  secret  sinners  revealed  their 
faulty  and  solicited  their  punishment  After  some 
hesitation  the  command  o(  the  Syrian  array  was 
delegated  to  Abu  Obeidah,  one  of  the  fugitives 
of  Mecca  and  companions  of  Mahomet ;  whose 
zeal  and  devotion  were  assuaged»  without  being 
abated,  by  the  singul  ar  miMness  and  benevelenoK 
of  his  temper*  But  in  all  the  emergences  of 
war,  the  soldiers  demanded  the  superior  genius 
ofCaled;  and  whoever  might  be  the  choice  of 
the  prince^  the  sward  of  God  was  both  in  fact  and 
fame  the  foremost  leader  of  the  Saracens.  He 
obeyed  without  reluctance ;  he  waa  consulted 
without  jealousy ;  and  such  was  the  spirit  of  the 
man,  or  rather  of  the  times,  that  Caled  professed 
his  readiness  to  serve  under  the  banner  of  the 
faith,  though  it  were  in  the  hands  of  a  diild  or 
an  enemy.  Glory,  and  riches,  and  dominion, 
were  indeed  promised  to  the  victorious  Mussul- 
man ;  but  he  was  carefully  instructed,  that  if 
the  goods  of  this  life  were  his  only  incitement 
they  likewise  would  be  his  only  reward. 

BpSL*^         One  of  the  fifteen  provinces  of  Syria,  the  cul- 
tivated lands  to  the  eastward  of  the  Jordan,  had 
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beeot  decorated  by  Roman  vanity  with  the  name  chap. 
oi  Arabia;^  and  the  first  arms  of  the  Saracens  ^^h[\ 
were  justified  by  the  semblance  of  a  national  right. 
The  cjountry  was  enriched  by  the  various  benefits 
of  trade;  by  the  vigilance  of  the  emperors  it  was 
covered  with  a  line  of  forts ;  and  the  populous 
cities  of  Gerasa,  Philadelphia,  and  Bosra,""  were 
secure,  at  least  from  a  surprise,  by  the  solid  struc* 
ture  of  their  walls.  The  last  of  these  cities  was 
the  eighteenth  station  of  Medina :  the  road  was 
familiar  to  the  caravans  of  Hejaz  and  Irak»  wh« 
annually  visited  this  plenteous.market  of  the  fro* 
viQce  and  the  desert:  the  perpetual  jealousy  of  the 
Arabs  had  trained  the  inhabitants  to  arms ;  and 
twelve  thousand  horse  could  sally  from  the  gates 
of  Bosra,  an  appellation  which  signifies,  in  the  Sy^ 
nac  language,  a  strong  tower  of  defence.  En* 
couraged  by  their  first  success  agamst  the  open 
towas  and  flying  parties  of  the  borders,  a  de* 
tachment  of  four  thousand  Moslems  presumed  to 
summon  and  attack  the  fortress  of  Bosra.  They 
were  oppressdl  by  the  numbers  of  the  Syrians ; 
they  wore  saved  by  the  presence  of  Caled,  with 
fifteen  hundred  horse :  he  blamed  the  enterprise^ 
restored  the  battle,  and  rescued  his  Aiend,  the 

^  Huic  Arabia  est  conserta»  ex  alio  latere  Nabaths^is  conti|rua ;  opima 
yarietate  commerciorum,  castrisque  oppleta  validis  et  castellis,  quse  a4 
repellendos  gentium  vicinanim  excursus,  soUcitudo  perviget  veterum 
pro  oppertunos  saltoa  erexit  et  cautos.  Amrnian.  Marcellin.  xiv,  S. 
Beland.  Palestin.  torn.!,  p.  85,  86. 

*  With  Gerasa  and  Philadelphia,  Ammianus  praises  the  fortifications 
of  Bosra  firmitate  cautissimas.  They  deserved  the  same  praise  in  the 
time  of  Abulfeda,  (Tabul.  Syri£9,  p.  99),  who  describes  this  tity,  the 
metropolis  of  Hawran,  (Auranitis),  four  days  journey  from  Damascus. 
The  Hiebrew  etymology  X  leJurn  from  Beland,»P»lestin.  tpm»  il,  p.  S66, 
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CHAP,  venerable  Serjabil,  who  bad  vainly  invoked  tbe 
^^'  unity  of  God  and  the  promise  of  the  apostle. 
After  a  short  repose,  the  Moslems  performed 
their  ablutions  with  sand  instead  of  water  \^  and 
the  morning  prayer  was  recited  by  Caled  before 
they  mounted  on  horseback.  Confident  in  their 
strength,  the  people  of  Bosra  threw  open  their 
gates,  drew  their  forces  into  the  plain,  and  swore 
to  die  in  the  defence  of  their  religion.  But  a  re- 
ligion of  peace  was  incapable  of  withstanding  the 
fanatic  cry  of  ^'  Fight,  fight !  Paradise,  paradise!" 
that  re-echoed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Saracens ;  and 
the  uju-oar  of  the  town,  the  ringing  of  bells,®  and 
the  exclamations  of  the  priests  and  monks,  in- 
creased the  dismay  and  disorder  of  the  Christ- 
ians. With  the  loss  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  the  Arabs  remained  masters  of  the  field ; 
and  the  ramparts  of  Bosra,  in  expectation  of  hu- 
man or  divine  aid,  were  crowded  with  holy  cross- 
es and  consecrated  banners.  The  governor  Ro- 
manus  had  recommended  an  early  submission : 
despised  by  the  people,  and  degraded /from  his 
office,  he  still  retained  the  desire  and  opportunity 

*  The  apostle  of  a  deseit  and  an  anny  was-  obliged  to  allow  this 
ready  succedaneum  for  water,  (Koran,  c.  iii,  p.  66  ;  c.  v.  p.  83)  ;  but 
the  Arabian  and  Persian  casuistM  have  embarrassed  his  free  permissum 
with  many  niceties  and  dibtinctlons,  (Reland  de  Relig.  Mohammed 
t  i,  p.  82,  83.     Chardin,  Voyages  en  Perse,  torn.  iv). 

•  The  bell*  rung/  Ockley,  vol.  I,  p.  38.  Yet  I  much  doubt  whether 
this  expression  can  be  justified  by  the  text  of  Al  Wakidi,  or  the  prac- 
tice of  the  times.  Ad  Grecos,  says  the  learned  Ducange,  (Glossar,  med. 
et  infim.  Graecitat.  tern.  I,  p.  774),  campanarum  usus  serius  transit  ct 
etiam  nam  rarissimus  est.  The  oldest  example  which  be  can  find  in 
the  Byzantine  writers  is  of  the  year  1040 ;  but  the  Venetians  pretend^ 
thit  they  introduced  bells  at  Cunbtantjnople  in  the  ixth  century. 
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of  revenge.  In  a  nocturnal  intervtei<r,  he  inforitl^  chapi 

ed  the  enetoy  of  a  subterraneous  passage  froih  ,^,J^,^ 

his  house  under  the  wall  of  the  city ;  the  soft  of 

the  caliph,  with  an  hutidred  volunteers,  were 

committed  to  the  faith  of  this  new  ally^  and  thei^ 

successfiil  intrepidity  gave  an  easy  entrance  to 

their  companions.    After  Caled  had  imposed  the 

terms  of  servitude  and  tribute,  the  apostate  or 

Convert  avowed  in  the  assembly  of  the  people 

his  meritorious  treason.    "  I  renounce  your  so- 

"  ciety,''  said  Romanus,  "  both  iii  this  world* 

**  and  the  world  to  come.     Aftd  I  deny  him 

**  that  was  crucified,  and  whosoever  worships 

**  him.    And  I  choose  God  for  my  Lord,  Islam 

**  for  my  faith,  Mecca  for  toy  temple,  the  Mos- 

**  lems  f(^r  my  brethren,  and  Mahomet  for  my 

**  prophet ;  who  Was  sent  to  lead  us  into  th6 

"  right  way,  and  to  exalt  the  true  religion  in 

"  spite  of  those  who  join  partners  with  God,'* 

The  conquest  of  Bosra,  four  days  journey  froni^  Siege  of 
Damascus,'  encouraged  the  Arabs  to  besiege  the  a.  d.  633* 
ancient  capital  of  Syria.*^  At  some  distance  from 
the  walls,  they  encamped  amimg  the  groves  and 
fountains  of  that  delicious  territory,*"  and  the 

f  Damascus  is  amply  described  by  the  Sherif  al  Edrisi,  (Geography 
Nub.  p«  116, 117),  and  his  translator,  Sionita,  (Appendix,  c.  4) ;  AbuU 
feda,  (Tabula  Syrie,  p.  100) ;  Schultens,  (Index,  C^graph.  ad  Vit. 
Saladin.) ;  d*Herbelot»  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  291) ;  Thevenot,  Voyage  du 
Levant*  (part* Up.  68S-698);  Maundrell,  (Journey  from  Aleppo  to 
Jeruaalem,  p.  122<»l30>,  and  Pocock^  (Description  of  the  East,  vo^. 
ii,  p.  117-187). 

■  Nobilissima  civitas,  says  Justin.  According  to  the  oriental  tra^- 
ditionst  it  was  older  than  Abraham  or  Semiramis.  Joseph*  Antiq* 
Jud.  L  If  e.  d,  7,  p.  ^4,  29,  edit.  Havercamp.    Justin*  xxxvi,  2. 

VOL.  IX.  C  C  ^"* 
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CHAP,  usual  option  of  the  Mahometan  faith,  of  tribute 
or  of  war,  was  proposed  to  the  resolute  citizens, 
who  had  been  lately  strengthened  by  a  rein- 
forcement of  five  thousand  Greeks.  In  the  de- 
cline as  in  the  infancy  of  the  military  art,  an  hos- 
tile defiance  was  frequently  offered  and  accepted 
by  the  generals  themselves  :*  many  a  lance  was 
shivered  in  the  plain  of  Damascus,  and  the  per- 
sonal.prowess  of  Caled  was  signalized  in  the  first 
sally  of  the  besieged.  After  an  obstinate  com- 
bat, he  had  overthrown  and  made  prisofner  one 
of  the  Christian  leaders,  a  stout  and  worthy  an- 
tagonist. He  instantly  mounted  a  fresh  horse, 
the  gift  of  the  governor  of  Palmjrra,  and  pushed 
forwards  to  the  front  of  the.  battle.  "  Repose 
**  yourself  for  a  moment,*'  said  his  friend  Derar, 
**  and  permit  me  to  supply  your  place  :  you  are 
"  fatigued  with  fighting  with  this  dog."  "  0 
**  Derar!"  replied  the  indefatigable  Saracen,  "we 
**  shall  rest  in  the  world  to  come.  He  that  la- 
**  hours  to-day  shall  rest  to-morrow.**  With  the 
same  unabated  ardour,  Caled  answered,  encoun- 
tered and  vanqui§|ied  a  second  champion ;  and  i 

4 

2.ih  >tmt  9WV  fityi$u*  *au  ttftn  tv»ti9ft»  luu  wnytn  ttyX»m  nttt  ^•rmfun 
9tynfu9  »«u  yns  <»f  «/i«  ?/»«#«»,  Ac.  Julian,  epist.  xxiv,  p.  392.  These 
ffplendid  epithets  are  occasioned  by  the  figs  of  Damascus,  of  wfakli 
the  author  sends  an  hundred  to  his  friend  Serapion,  and  this  rhetoric* 
al  theme  is  inserted  by  Petavius,  Spanhdm,  &c.  (p.  390-39S>,  amoD{ 
the  genuine  epistles  of  Julian.  How  could  they  overlook  that  the 
writer  is  an  inhabitant  of  Damascus,  (he  thrice  affirms,  that  this  pe- 
culiar fig  grows  only  «r«^  *i/k*0»  ^  ^^^7  which  Julian  never  entered  or 
npproached  ? 

'  '  Voltaire,  who  casts  a  keen  and  lively  glance  over  the  surface  of 
history,' has  been  strnck  with  the  resemblance  of  the  first  Morieos 
and  the  heroes  of  the  Iliad ;  the  si^  of  Trdy  and  that  oC  Damascus, 
(Hist.  Generate,  torn.  1,  p.  348). 
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the  heads  of  his  two  captives  who  refused  to  chap. 
abandon  their  religion  were  indignantly  hurled 
into  the  midst  of  the  city.  The  event  of  some 
general  and  partial  actions  reduced  the  Dama*> 
scenes  to  a  closer  defence:  but  a  messenger  whom 
they  dropt  from  the  walls,  returned  with  the 
promise  of  speedy  and  powerful  succour,  and 
their  tumultuous  joy  conveyed  the  intelligence 
to  the  camp  of  the  Arabs.  After  some  debate, 
it  was  resolved  by  the  generals  to  raise,  or  ra- 
ther to  suspend,  the  siege  of  Damascus,  till  they 
had  given  battle  to  the  forces  of  the  emperor. 
In  the  retreat,  Caled  would  have  chosen  the 
more  perilous  station  of  the  rear-guard ;  he  mo- 
destly yielded  to  the  wishes  of  Abu  Obeidah. 
But  in  the  hour  of  danger  he  flew  to  the  rescue 
of  his  companion,  who  was  rudely  pressed  by  a 
sally  of  six  thousand  horse  and  ten  thousand  foot, 
and  few  among  the  Christians  could  relate  at 
Damascus  the  circumstances  of  their  defeat.  The 
importance  of  the  contest  required  the  junction 
of  the  Saracens  who  were  dispersed  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Syria  and  Palestine ;  and  I  shall  tran- 
scribe one  of  the  circular  mandates  which  was  ad- 
dressed to  Amrou  the  future  conqueror  of  Egypt. 
**  In  the  name  of  the  most  merciful  God  :  from 
«<  Caled  to  Amrou,  health  and  happiness.  Know 
««  that  thy  brethren  the  Moslems  design  to  march 
*<  to  Aiznadin,  where  there  is  an  army  of  seven- 
««  ty  thousand  Greeks,  who  purpose  to  come 
**  against  us,  tfiai  they  may  extinguish  the  light  of 
«.  God  with  their  mouths ;  but  God  presei^eth  his 
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CHAf.  « light  in  spite  of  the  infidels}  As  soon,  there- 
^  „^''  **  fore,  as  this  letter  of  mine  shall  be  delivered  te 
**  thy  hands,  come  with  those  that  are  with  thee 
^  to  Aiznadin,  where  thou  shalt  find  us  if  it 
**  please  the  most  high  God^'^  The  summons 
were  cheerfully  obeyed,  and  the  forty-five  thou- 
sand  Moslems  who  met  on  the  same  day,  on 
the  same  spot,  ascribed  to  the  blessing  of  provi- 
dence the  effects  of  their  activity  and  zeal. 
Batut  of  About  four  years  after  the  triumphsof  the  Per- 
A.  D.  6si  sian  war,  the  repose  of  Heraclius  and  the  empire 
Jtt'y  13«  ^gg  agmn  disturbed  by  a  new  enemy,  the  powerof 
whose  religion  was  more  strongly  feit  than  it  was 
clearlyunderstoodby  theChristiansof  theEast.  In 
his  palace  of  Constantinople  or  Antioch^.he  was 
awakenedbytheinvasionof£^ria,thelos9ofBosra, 
and  the  danger  of  Damascus.  An  army  of  seventy 
thousand  veterans,  or  new  levies,  was  assembled 
at  Hems  or  Emesa,  under  the  command  of  his 
general  Werdan  ;^  and  these  troops,  consisting 
chiefly  of  cavalry,  might  be  ind^erently  styled 
either  Syrians,  or  Greeks,  or  Romans :  Syrians, 
from  the  place  of  their  birth  or  warfare  ;  Greeks, 

^  These  words  ftre  the  text  of  the  Konui»  c  ix,  32  ;  Ixi,  8.  Like 
our  fanatics  of  the  last  centurj,  the  Moslems,  on  every  familiar  or 
tmportant  occasion,  spoke  tite  language  of  tkeif  scriptures  |  a  style 
more  natural  jn  their  mouths,  than  the  Hebrew  idiom  transplanted 
into  the  climate  and  dialect  of  Britain. 

'  The  name  of  Werdan  is  unJcnown  to  Theopbanes,  and,  though  it 
might  belong  to  an  Armenian  chief,  has  very  little  of  a  Greek  aspect 
or  sound*  If  the  Byzantine  historians  have  mangled  the  oriental 
names,  the  Arabs,  In  this  instance,  likewise  have  taken  ample  revenge 
on  their  enemies.  In  transposing  the  Greek  diaracter  from  right  t» 
left,  might  they  not  produce,  from  the  familiar  appeUatiatt  olJMdttti 
something  like  the  anagram  Werdan  f 
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from  the  religion  and  langunge  of  their  sovereign;  chap. 
and  Romans,  from  the  proud  apt>ellat]on  which  ^J^ 
wasstillprofaned  by  thesuccessors  of  Constantine. 
On  the  plain  of  Aiznaidin,  as  Werdan  rode  on  a 
white  mule  decorated  with  goid  chains,  anid  sur- 
rounded with  ensigns  and  standards,  he  was  sur- 
prised by  the  near  approach  of  a  fierce  and  naked 
warrior,  who  had  undertaken  to  view  the  state  of 
the  enemy.  The  adventurous  valour  of  Derar  was 
inspired,  and  has  perhaps  been  adorned^  by  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  age  and  country.  The  hatred  of 
the  Christians,  the  love,  of  spoil,  and  the  con* 
tempt  of  danger,  were  the  rulii^g  passions  of  the 
audacious  Saracen;  and  the  prospect  (^  itistant 
death  could  nevcar  shidfe  his  religious  confidence, 
or  ruffle  the  calmness  of  his  res^olution,  or  even 
suspend  the  frank  and  maHial  pleasantry  of  his 
humour.  In  the  most  hopeless  enterpris<es,  he  was 
bold,  and  prudent,  and  fortunate :  after  innumer- 
able hazards,  after  being  thrice  a  prisoner  in  the 
bands  of  the  infidels,  he  still  survived  to  relate  the 
achievements,  and  to  enjoy  the  rewards,  of  the 
Syrian  cdnquest.  On  this  occasion,  his  single 
lance  maintained  a  flying  fight  against  thirty  Ro^ 
mans,  who  were  detached  by  Werdan;  and  after 
killing  or  unhorsing  seventeen  of  their  number, 
Derar  returned  in  safety  to  his  applauding  bre- 
tbren.  When  his  rashness  was  mildly  censuredby 
the  general,  he  excused  himself  with  the  simpli- 
city of  a  soldier.  "  Nay."  said  Derar,  **  I  did  not 
«*  begin  first:  but  they  came  out  to  take  me,  and 
<^  I  was  afraid  that  God  should  see  me  turn  my 
**  back :  and  indeed  I  fought  in  good  e^urnest,  and 
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€HAP«  <<  without  doubt  God  assisted  me  against  them ; 
*''•  ^  "  and  had  I  not  been  apprehensive  of  disobeying 
^*  your  orders,  I  should  not  have  come  away  as 
*'  I  did ;  and  I  perceive  already  that  they  will 
**  fall  into  our  hands.'*  In  the  presence  of  both 
armies,  a  venerable  Greek  advanced  from  the 
ranks  with  a  liberal  offer  of  peace ;  and  the  de- 
parture of  the  Saracen^would  have  been  purchas- 
ed by  a  gift  to  each  soldier  of  a  turban,  a  robe, 
and  a  piece  of  gold ;  ten  robes,  and  an  hundred 
pieces  to  their  leader ;  one  hundred  robes,  and 
a  thousand  pieces  to  the  caliph*  A  smile  of  in- 
dignation expressed  the  refusal  of  Caled*  ^<  Ye 
*'  Christian  dogs,  you  know  your  option :  the 
«*  Koran,  the  tribute,  or  the  sword.  We  are  a 
.  **  people  whose  delight  is  in  war,  rather  than  in 
^  peace ;  and  we  despise  your  pitiful  alms,  since 
*'  we  shall  be  speedily  masters  of  your  wealth, 
•*  your  families,  ^md  your  persons***  Notwith- 
standing this  apparent  disdain,  he  was  deeply 
conscious  of  the  public  danger :  tho%  who  had 
been  in  Persia,  and  had  seen  the  armies  of  Cbos^ 
roes,  confessed  that  they  never  beheld  a  more 
formidable  arriay.  From  the  superiority  of  the 
enemy,  the  artful  Saracen  derived  a  fresh  incen- 
tive of  courage.  ♦*  You  see  before  you,*'  said  he> 
**  the  united  force  of  the  Romans ;  you  cannot 
*<  hope  to  escape,  but  you  may  conquer  Sy^ia  in 
^*  a  single  day.  The  event  depends  on  ydur 
•*  discipline  and  patience.  Reserve  yoursefves 
^'  till  the  evening.  It  was  in  the  evening  that 
*•  theprophetwas  accustomed  to  vanqubh.*'  Dur- 
ing two  successive  engagements,  his  temperate 
ftrmness  sustainqdthe  darts  of  the  enemy,  and  the 


i)f  THE  ROMAN  BMPlRK.  891 

marmurs  of  his  troops.  At  length,  when  the  chap. 
sfHiits  and  quivers  of  the  adverse  line  were  al-  ^^^i^ 
most  exhausted,  Caled  gave  the  signal  of  onset 
and  victory.  The  remains  of  the  imperial  arm;^ 
fled  to  Antioch,  or  Caesarea,  or  Damascus ;  and 
the  death  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  Moslems 
was  compensated  by  the  opinion  that  they  had 
sent  to  hell  above  fifty  thousand  of  the  infidels. 
The  spoil  was  inestimable ;  many  banners  and 
crosses  of  gold  and  silver,  precious  stones,  silver  > 
and  gold  chains,  and  innumerable  suits  of  the 
richest  armour  and  apparel.  The  general  distri- 
bution waspostponed  till  Damascus  should  be  ta- 
ken :  but  the  seasonable  supply  of  arms  became 
the  instrument  of  new  victories.  The  glorious 
intelligence  was  transmitted  to  the  throne  of  the 
caliph,  and  the  Arabian  tribes,  the  coldest  or 
most  hostile  to  the  prophet's  mission,  were  eager 
and  importunate  to  share  the  harvest  of  Syria. 

The  sad  tidings  were  carried  to  Damascus  by  The  Araiw 
tlie  speed  of  grief  and  terror ;  and  the  inhabit-  oamMcui. 
ants  bdield  from  their  walls  the  return  of  the 
heroes  of  Aiznadin.  Amroii  led  the  van  at  the 
head  of  nine  thousand  horse :  the  bands  of  the 
Saracens  succeeded  each  other  in  formidable  re- 
view ;  and  the  rear  was  closed  by  Caled  in  per- 
son, with  the  standard  of  the  black  eagle.  To 
the  activity  of  Derar  he  intrusted  the  commis- 
sion of  patroling  round  the  city  with  two  thou- 
sand horse,  of  scouring  the  plain,  and  of  inter- 
cepting all  succour  or  intelligence.  The  rest 
of  the  Arabian  chiefs  were  fixed  in  their  re- 
spective stations  before  the  seven  gates  of  Da* 
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CBAP«  mascus ;  and  the  siege  was  i^newed  with  tr&h 
^^  ^^  vigour  and  confidence.  The  art,  the  labour,  the 
militaiy  engines,  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  ve 
ieldom  to  be  found  in  the  ajimi^e,  though  success- 
ful, operation  of  the  Saracens :  it  was  sufficient 
for  them  to  invest  a  city  with  arms,  rather  than 
widi  trenches ;  to  rep^l  the  sallies  of  the  besieg-r 
ed ;  to  atteippt  a  strats^m  or  an  assault ;  or 
to  expect  the  process  of  famiio^  and  discontent. 
Damascus  would  have  acquiesced  in  the  trial  of 
Ai^nadin,  as  a  $nal  andpereno^ptorj  sentence  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  the  caliph ;  her  courage 
was  rekindled  by  the  en^ample  and  authority  of 
Thomas^  %  noble  Greek,  illustrkius  in  a  private 
condition  by  the  aHiance  of  Heraclius.'^  The 
tumult  1^^  ^Iuinination  of  the  n^hi  proclaimed 
the  design  of  tha  mornUi^  saliy ;  and  the 
Christian  hero,  vsrho  affected  to  despise  the  en* 
thusiasm  of  ^he  Arabs,  ei^ployed  the  cesourcd  of 
a  similar  superstiition*  At  the  princ^ial  gate, 
in  the  sight  of  both  armies,  a  lofty  drucifia^  was 
erected ;  the  bishop,  with  his  clergy,  aecomfmii* 
^d  the  march,  and  laid  the  ydiune  of  the  New 
Testament  before  the  image  of  Jesus ;  and  the 
contending  parties  were  scandalised  or  edified  by 
a  prayer,  that  the  Son  of  God  would  defend  his 
s<Brvan.ts  and  vindica^  his  truth.  The  battle 
raged  with  incessant  fury ;  and  the  dexterity  of 

<■  Vanity  prompted  the  Arabs  to  believe,  that  Thoipaa  w^  tlie  soo- 
i^n-Iaw  of  the  emperor.  We  know  the  children  of  Heraclius  by  his 
Xviro  wives ;  and  his  auguti  daughter  would  not  have  married  in  exile 
«t  Damascus,  (see  Ducange,  Fam.  Byzantine  p.  118,  IJbPy.  Had  he 
b|?en  less  religious,  I  might  only  suspect  the  legitimacy  of  tl^e  damsel 


Thomas,'^  an  incomparable  archer,  w^s  fktal  to  chap. 
the  boldest  Saracens,  till  their  death  was  reveng-  ^* 
ed  by  a  female  heroine.  The  wiib  of  Aban,  who 
had  followed  him  to  the  holy  war,  embraced  her 
expiring  budiiand/  «f  Happy,**  said  »be,  **  happy 
'^  art  thou,  my  dear :  thou  art  gone  to  thy  Lwd 
^  who  first  joined  us  tog^ether,  dod  then  parted 
^  us  asunder,  I  will  revenge  thy  death,  aakd 
"  endenvouf  to  the  utmost  of  my  pawer  to  come 
^^  to  the  place  where  thou  art,  because  I  love 
*^  thee.  Henceforth  shall  no  m$n  ertr  toudi 
^^  me  more>  for  I  hare  decUcated- myi^lf  to  the 
**  serrke  of  God."  Wltiiout  a  groan,  without  a 
tear,  she  washed  the  corpse  of  her  fatisbasd,  and 
buried  him  with  the  usui|l  rites.  Thei»  gras|»n^ 
the  manly  weapons,  wl^ch  in  her  noAire  land 
she  was  accustomed  to  wields  the  ii^trepidwidbw' 
of  Ab^i  sought  the  place  where  his  murdereu 
fought  in  the  thickest  ^f  the  battle.  .  Her  first 
arrow  pierced  the  hand  of  his  standMrd^bearer  r 
her  second  wounded  Thenars  in  the  eye;  and 
the  fainting  Christians  no  longer  beheld  their 
ensign  or  their  leader.  Yet  the  generous  c^am* 
pion*  of  Damascus  refused  to  withdraw  to  his 
palace :  his  wound  wa»  dressed  (m  the  ram-- 
part ;  the  fight  was  continued  till  the  evening ; 
and  the  Syrians^  rested  on:  their  arms.  In  the 
silence  of  the  night,  the  signal  was  given  by  a 
stroke  on  the  great  bell ;  the  gates  were  thrown 
open,  and  each'  gate  discharged  an  impetuous 

"  Al  Wakidi  (Ockle^it  p.  101)  says  «  with  ppisoned  arrows  ;•'  but 
this  savage  invention  is  so  repugnant  to  the  practice  of  the  Greel^s  and 
Romans,  that  I  must  suspect,  on  this  occasion,  t^  m^evolent  c:redu« 
Mty  of  the  Saracens. 
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CHAP,   column  on  the  sleeping  camp  of  the  Saracens. 
."*..,.  Caled  was  the  first  in  arms ;  at  the  head  of  four 
hundred  horse  he  flew  to  the  post  of  danger,  and 
the  tears  trickled  down  his  iron  cheeks^  as  he 
uttered  a  fervent  ejaculation.   "  O  God!  who  ne- 
'*  ver  sleepest^  look  upon  thy  servantSi  and  do  not 
*^  deliver  them  into  the  bands  of  their  enemies." 
The  valour  and  victory  of  Thomas  were  arrested 
by  the  presence  of  the  sword  of  God ;  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  peril,  the  Moslems  recovered 
their  ranks,  and  charged  the  assailants  in  the  flank 
and  rear.  After  the  loss  of  thousands,  the  Christ- 
ian general  retreated  with  a  sigh  of  despair,  and 
the  pursuit  of  the  Saracens  was  checked  by  the 
military  engines  of  the  rampart. 
Tte^d^  is     After  a  siege  of  seventy  days,"  the  patience, 
•torm  aad  aud  perhaps  the  provisions,  of  the  Damascenes 
^!  aTd.  ^^^^  exhausted ;  and  the  bravest  of  their  chiefs 
•^         submitted  to  the  hard  dictates  of  necessity.     In 
the  occurrences  of  peace  and  war,  they  had  been 
taught  to  dread  the  fierceness  of  Caled,  and  to  re- 
vere the  mild  virtues  of  Abu  Obeidah.     At  the 
hour  of  midnight,  one  hundred  chosen  defputies  of 
the  clergy  and  people  were  introduced  to  the  tent 
of  that  venerable  commander.    He  received  and 

*  Abulfedt  allows  only  seventy  days  for  the  siege  of  Damascus, 
<AiinaL  Modem,  p.  67,  vera.  Reiske);  Imt  Elmadn,  who  mentions 
tliia  opinion,  proloqgs  the  term  to  six  mooths,  and  notices  the  use  of 
haUiUB  by  the  Saracens,  (Hist.  Saracen,  p.  25,  32).  Even  this  lor^ 
er  period  is  insufficient  to  fill  the  interval  between  the  battle  of  Aii- 
nadin  (July,  A.  D.  633)  and  the  accession  of  Omar,  (24th  July,  A. 
D.  634),  to  whose  reign  the  cooqaest  of  Damascus  it  unanimouBly  a- 
'  scribed,  (Al  Wakidi,  apud  Ockley,  vol.  i,  p.  115.     AbuIpharagiiUy 

Dynast,  p.  112,  vers.  Pocock).  Perhaps,  as  in  the  Trojan  war,  tbe 
operations  were  interrupted  by  excursions  and  detach|qeQts,  till  the 
last  seventy  days  of  the  siege 
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lismissed  them  with  courtesy.  They  returned  chap. 
^ith  a  written  agreement,  on  the  faith  of  a  com-  ^  ^^* 
(anion  of  Mahomet,  that  all  hostilities  should 
ease ;  that  the  voluntary  emigrants  might  depart 
Q  safety,  with  as  much  as  they  could  carry  awiay 
if  their  effects ;  and  that  the  tributary  subjects 
if  the  caliph  should  enjoy  their  lands  and  houses. 
nth  the  use  and  possession  of  seven  churches. 
)o  these  terms,  the  most  respectable  hostages, 
ind  the  gate  nearest  to  his  camp,  were  delivered 
Qto  his  hands :  his  soldiers  imitated  the  modera- 
ion  of  their  chief ;  and  he  enjoyed  the  submissive 
gratitude  of  a  people  whom  he  had  rescued  from 
lestruction.  But  the  success  of  the  treaty  had 
tlaxed  their  vigilance^  and  in  the  same  moment 
he  opposite  quarter  of  the  city  was  betrayed  and 
aken  by  assault.  A  party  of  an  hundred  Arabs 
lad  opened  the  eastern  gate  to  a  more  inexorable 
be.  "  No  quarter,'*  cried  the  rapacious  add  san* 
^inary  Caled-,  <<  no  quarter  to  the  enemies  of  the 
*  Lord.**  His  trumpets  sounded,  and  a  torrent  of 
i^hristian  blood  was  poured  down  the  streets  of 
)ainascus^  When  he  reached  the  church  of  St* 
Hary,  he  was  astonished  and  provoked  by  the 
icaceful  aspect  of  his  companions ;  thier  swords 
vere  in  the  scabbard,  and  they  were  surrounded 
)y  a  multitude  of  priests  and  monks,  Abij  Obeii- 
lah  saluted  the  general ;  **  God,"  said  he,  *'  has 
'  delivered  the  city  into  my  hands  by  way  of 
'  surrender,  and  has  saved  the  believers  the 
trouble  of  fighting."  "  And  am  /  not,"  replied 
be  indignant  Caled,  ^'  am  /  not  the  lieutenant 
of  the  commander  of  the  faithful  ?  Have  I  not 
taken  the  city  by  storm  ?  The  unbelievers  sh«dl 


fO*'^*  »»•%!< 
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CHAP.  <-  perish  by  the  sword.  Fall  on.'*  The  hungry  and 

}^ cruel  Arabs  would  have  obeyed  the  welcome 

command ;  and  Damascus  was  lost,  if  the  bene- 
volence of  Abu  Obeidah  had  not  been  sui>ported 
by  a  decent  and  dignified  firmness.  Throwing 
himself  between  the  trembling  citizens  and  the 
most  eager  of  the  barbarians,  he  adjured  them  by 
the  holy  name  of  God,  to  respect  his  juromise,  to 
suq>end  their  fury,  and  to  wait  the  determination 
of  their  chiefs.  The  chiefs  retired  into  the  church 
of  St.  Mary ;  and  after  a  vdiement  debate,  Caled 
submitted  in  some  measure  to  the  reason  and  au- 
thority of  his  colleague ;  who  urged  the  sanctity 
of  a  covenantithe  advantage  as  well  as  the  honour 
which  the  Moslems  would  derive  firotn  the  punc- 
tual performance  of  their  word,  and  the  obstinate 
resistance  which  they  must  encounter  from  the 
distrust  and  despair  of  the  rest  of  the  Syrian 
cities.*  It  was  agreed  that  the  sword  should  be 
sheathed ;  that  the  part  of  Dumnscus  whidi  had 
surrendered  to  Abu  Obeidah,  shouM  be  imme- 
diately entitled  to  the  hen^t  of  his  capitulation ; 
and  that  the  final  decision  diould  be  referred  to 
the  justice  imd  wisdom  of  the  cfiliph.^  A  large 
majority  of  the  people  accepted  the  ternos  of  to- 
leration and  tribute ;  and  Damascus  is  still  peo- 
I^ed  by  twenty  thouswd  Christians*  But  the  vet 
liant  Thomas,  and  the  free-born  patriots  who  had 
fought  under  his  banner,  embraced  the  alterna- 
tive of  poverty  and  exile.  In  the  acyacent  mea- 
dow, a  numerous  encampment  was  formed  (^ 

f  It  appears  from  Abulfeda  (p.  125)  apd  Elmadii,  (p.  32),  thit 
Uiis  distinction  of  the  twp  parta  of  Daviaacua  was  long  remembaed, 
though  not  always  respected,  b;  the  Mahometan  sovereigns.  See  I 
l^ECwiae  EutT^hius,  C-^ai|L  tos^  v,  p.  37$^>  3S0|  9S^ 
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riests  and  lajmen,  of  soldfers  and  cii^zefts,  of  chap. 
jomen  and  children :  they  collected,  with  haste  ^^^";,,^ 
nd  terror,  their  most  precious  moveables ;  and 
bandoned  with  lotid  lamentations  or  silent  an*^ 
3iish  their  native  homes,  and  the  pleasant  bankd 
f  the  Pharphar.  The  inflexible  soul  of  Galed 
m  not  touched  by  the  spectacle  of  their  distressit 
le  disputed  with  the  Damascenes  the  property  of 
I  magazine  of  corn ;  endeavoured  to  exclude  the 
[arrison  from  'the  benefit  of  the  treaty ;  consent-* 
d,  with  reluctance,  that  each  of  the  fugitives 
ibould  arm  himself  with  a  sword,  or  a  lance,  or  a 
K)w;  and  sternly  declared,  that,  after  a  respite 
)f  three  days,  they  might  be  pursued  and  treat- 
ed as  the  enemies  of  the  Moslems* 

The  passion  of  a  S)rrian  youth  completed  the  ^"7?*'^ 
min  of  the  exiles  of  Damascus*  A  nobleman  of  scenes. 
the  city  of  the  name  of  Jonas,''  was  betrothed  to 
a  wealthy  maiden ;  but^  her  parents  delayed  the 
consummation  of  his  nuptials,  and  their  daughter 
R  as  persuaded  to  escape  with  the  man  whom  she 
had  chosen.  They  corrupted  the  nightly  watch- 
men of  the  gate  Keisan :  the  lover,  who  led  the 
«^ay,  waa^  encompassed  by  a  squadron  of  Arabs : 
but  his  exclamation  in  the  Greek  tongue, — "  The 

*  On  the  fate  of  these  lovers,  whom  he  names  Phocyas  and  Eudo- 
!Ui  Mr.  Hugites  has  built  the  siege  of  Damaseus,  wie  of  our  most 
npular  tragedies^  and  which  possesses  the  rare  merit  of  blending  na- 
ture uid  history,  the  manners  of  the  times  and  the  feelings  of  the  heart. 
The  foolish  delicacy  of  the  players  compdled  him  to  soften  the  guili 
>f  the  hero  and  the  dei^Mur  of  the  heroine.  Instead  of  a  base  renegado» 
Phocyas  serves  the  Arabs  as  an  honourable  ally ;  instead  of  prompting 
^eir  porsuh,  he  fties  to  the  succ^tur  of  his  countrymen,  and,  after  kill- 
ag  Caled  and  Dertr»  is  himself  mortally  wounded,  and  expires  io  the 
vesence  of  Eudoda,  who  professes  her  resolution  to  take  the  veil  at  . 
Jonstaminople.    A  frigid  catastrophe  I 
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CHAP*  '<  bird  is  taken,^  admonished  bis  mistress  if 
Ji^*  hasten  her  return.  In  the  presence  of  Caled,  and 
of  death,  the  unfortunate  Jonas  professed  his  be- 
lief in  one  God,  and  his  apostle  Mahomet;  and 
continued,  till  the  season  of  his  nuul^dioiii,  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  brave  and  sincere  Mu§ 
sulman.  When  the  city  was  taken,  he  flew  to  the 
monastery  where  Eudocia  had  taken  refuge;  but 
the  lover  was  forgotten ;  the  apostate  was  scorn- 
ed; she  preferred  her  religion  to  her  country; 
and  the  justice  of  Caled,  though  deaf  to  mercy, 
refused  to  detain  by  force  a  male  or  female  in- 
habitant  of  Damascus,  Four  days  was  the  ge 
neral  confined  to  the  city  by  the  obligation  of 
the  treaty,  and  the  urgent  cares  of  his  new  con 
quest.  His  appetite  for  blood  and  rapine  would 
have  been  extinguished  by  the  hopeless  oomput 
ation  of  time  and  distance ;  but  he  listened  to 
the  importunities  of  Jonas,  who  assured  him  that 
the  weary  fugitives  might  yet  be  overtaken.  At 
the  head  of  four  thousand  horse,  in  the  disguise 
of  Christian  Arabs,  Caled  undertook  the  pursuit. 
They  halted  only  for  the  moments  of  prayer;  and 
the  guide  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  coon 
try.  For  a  long  way  the  footsteps  of  the  Da- 
mascenes were  plain  and  conspicuous :  they  va- 
nished On  a  sudden ;  but  the  Saracens  were  com- 
forted by  the  assurahce  that  the  caravan  had  turn- 
ed aside  into  the  mountains,  and  must  speedily 
fall  into  their  hands.  In  traversing  the  ridges  of 
the  Libanus,  they  endured  intolerable  hardships, 
and  the  sinking  spirits  of  the  veteran  fanatics 
were  supported  and  cheered  by  the  unconquer- 
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able  ardour  of  a  lover.  From  a  peasiUit  of  tbe  chap 
country,  they  were  informed  that  the  emperor 
bad  sent  orders  to  the  colony  of  exiles,  to  pursue 
ivitbout  delay  the  road  of  the  sea-coast,  and  of 
Constantinople ;  apprehensive,  perhaps^  that  the 
soldiers  and  people  of  Antiocb  might  be  discou* 
raged  by  the  sight  and  the  stmy  of  their  suffer- 
ings. The  Saracens  ^ere  conducted  tbroagh  the 
territories  of  Gabala^  and  Laodicea,  at  a  cautious 
distancefrom  the  walls  of  the  cities ;  the  rain  was 
incessant,  the  night  was  dark,  a  single  mountain 
separated  them  from  the  Roman  army ;  and  Ca» 
led,  ever  anxious  for  the  safety  of  his  brethren, 
whispered  an  ominous  dream  in  the  ear  of  his  com- 
panion. With  the  dawn  of  day,  the  prospect 
again  cleared,  and  they  saw  before  them,  in  a 
pleasant  valley,  the  tents  of  Damascus.  After 
a  short  interval  of  repose  and  prayer,  Caled  di* 
vided  his  cavalry  into  four  squadrons,  committing 
the  first  to  his  faithful  Derar,  and  reserving  the 
last  for  himself.  They  successively  rushed  on 
the  promiscuous  multitude,  insufficiently  provide 
ed  with  arms,  and  already  vanquished  by  sorrow 
and  fatigue.  Except  a  captive  who  was  pardon- 
ed and  dismissed,  the  Arabs  enjoyed  the  satisfac- 
tion of  believing  that  not  a  Christian  of  either  sex 
escaped  the  edge  of  their  simitars.  The  gold 
and  silver  of  Damascus  was  scattered  over  the 

'  The  towns  of  Gabala  and  Laodicea,  which  the  Arabs  passed,  still 
exist  in.  a  state  of  decay,  (Maundrell,  p.  11, 12.  Pocock,  vol.  ii,  p.  13). 
Had  not  the  Christians  been  OYertaken,  they  xnust  have  crossed  the 
Orontes  on  some  bridge  in  the  sixteen  miles  between  Antioch  and  the 
sesy  and  might  have  rejoined  the  high  road  of  Constantinople  at  Alex* 
andria.  The  itineraries  will  represent  the  direcfionf  and  distancei^. 
Cp.  146,  148^  581,  689,  edit.  WesseUng). 
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CHAP,  cdmp^tmd  a  royal  wardrobe  of  t&ree  hundred  load 
^J^L^  of  silk  might  clothe  an  army  of  naked  barbarians. 
In  the  tiioiult  of  the  battle,  Jonas  sought  ktid 
ibund  the  object  of  his  pursuit ;  bttt  her  i^senf« 
ment  was  inflamed  by  the  last  act  of  his  perfidy ; 
and  as  Eudocia  struggled  in  his  hateful  embraces^ 
she  struck  a  dagger  to  her  heart.  Another  female, 
the  widow  of  Thomas^  and  the  real  or  supposed 
daughter  of  Heraclius,  was  spared  and  released 
without  a  ransom  i  but  the  generosity  of  Caled  was 
the  effect  of  his  contempt ;  and  the  haughty  Sara- 
cen insulted,  by  a  message  of  defiance,  the  throne 
of  the  Caesars.  Caledhadpenetrated  above  an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  into  the  heart  of  the  Roman 
province  t  he  returned  to  Damascus  with  the  same 
secreCy  and  qieed.  On  the, accession  of  Omar, 
ihe  sword  of  God  was  removed  from  the  com- 
mand ;  but  the  caliph,  who  blamed  the  rawness, 
was  compelled  to  applaud  the  vigour  and  con- 
duct, of  the  enterfMise. 
A^iaf  Another  expedition  of  the  conquerors  of  Da* 

mascus  will  equally  display  their  avidity  and  their 
contempt  for  the  richesof  the  present  world.  They 
were  informed  that  the  produce  and  manufactures 
of  the  country  were  annually  collected  in  the  fair 
of  Abyla,*  about  thirty  miles  from  the  city ;  that 
the  cell  of  a  devout  hermit  was  visited  at  the  same 
time  by  a  multitude  of  pilgrims ;  and  that  the  festi- 
val of  trade  and  superstition  would  be  ennobled 

*  DtdrAbU  Kodo$,  „  After  jretnenching  tbe  last  wor4*  the  epithet, 
&d^»  I  discovered  the  Abila  of  Lysanias  between  Daiiiaaca»axid  Helu>> 
poU«:.the  name  {AkU  signifies  a  Tineyard)  concurs  with  th«  aituatioD 
to  justify  ifiy.coDJecturf,  (iletod,  Falescia.  torn.  i».p.  317  :  torn,  ii* 
p.  525,  527), 
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bj  the  nuptials  of  the  daughter  of  thiB  governor  of  c  h  ap« 
TripdL    Abdallab,  the  son  of  Jaafar»  a  glorioiis  ^^^^ 
and  holy  martyr,  undertook,  with  a  banner  of  five 
hundred  horse,  the  pious  and  profitable  c<»nmifih 
sion  of  despoUii^  the  infidds*    As  he  approach- 
ed the  fair  of  Abyla,  he  was  astonished  by  the 
jreport  of  the  mighty  concourse  of  Jews  and 
Christians,  Greeks  and  Armenlaiis^  of  natives  of 
Syria  and  of  strangers  of  Egypt,  to  the  number 
of  ten  thousand,  besides  a  guard  of  five  thousnnd 
horse  that  attended  the  person  of  the  brkie*   The 
Saracens  paused.   <<  Fcht  my  own  part,"  said  Ab- 
dallah,  *'  I  dare  not  go  back ;  our  foes  are  many, 
^^  our  danger  is  great,  but  our  reward  is  splendid 
^^  and  secure^  either  in  this  life  or-in  the  life  to 
'^  c<Hne.    Let  every  man,  according  to  his  incUn*- 
^'  ation,  advuice  w  retire."    Not  a  Mussulman 
deserted  his  standard.    ^^  Lead  the  way,"  said 
Abdallah  to  his  Christum  guide,  *'  and  you  shall  . 
^^  see  what  the  companions  of  the  profbet  can 
^^  pefform."    They  charged  in  five  squadrons ; 
l^it  after  the  first  advantage  of  the  surprise,  they 
vrere  encompassed  and  almost  overwhelmed  by 
the  multitude  of  their  enemies;  and  their  valiant 
band  is  fancifully  compared  to  a  white  spot  in  the 
skin  of  a  black  camel.^    About  the  hour  of  sun- 
i^t,  when  their  weapons  dropped  from  their  hands, 
^rheii  they  panted  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  they 
discovered  an  approaching  cloud  of  dust,  they 

^  I  am  bolder  than,  Mr.  Qcklej,  (vol.  i,  p.  164),  wlio  dares  not  in*  , 

sert  this  figuriitive  expression  in  th«  text,  though  he-  observes  in  a 
marginal  note,  that  theh  Arabians  often  borrow  their  similes  from 
that  useful  and  familiar  animal.    The  reih-deer  may  be  .equaPj  fa-  * 

anous  in  the  songs  of  (he  Laplandei's. 
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CHAP,  heaord  the  welcome  sound  of  the  fecMr,^  and  they 
Kixhl'^^  soon  perceived  the  standard  of  Caled,  who  flew 
to  their  relief  with  the  utmost  speed  of  his  caval- 
ry.  The  Christians  were  broken  by  his  attack, 
and  slaughtered  in  their  flight,  as  far  as  the  rivei 
of  Tripoli.  They  left  behind  them  the  various 
riches  of  the  fair ;  the  merchandises  that  were 
exposed  for  sale,  the  money  that  was  brought 
for  purchase,  the  gay  decorations  of  the  nuptials, 
and  tile  gDvemor**  dai^ter,  with  i«rty  rf  her 
female  attendants.  The  fruits,  provisions,  and 
furniture,  the  money,  plate,  and  jew^,  were  di- 
ligently laden  on  the  backs  of  horses,  asses, 
mules;  and  the  holy  robbers  returned  in 
toDaibascus.  Thehenmt,afterashortaDdaDgiy 
controversy  with  Cakd,  declined  the  crown  of 
martyrdom,  and  was  left  alive  in  iht  solitary 
scene  of  blood  and  devastation. 
Sieges  of  Syria,*  one  of  the  countries  that  have  been 
?ndEm]!l.  improved  by  the  most  early  cultivation,  is  not 
A.  a  635.  unworthy  of  the  preference/    The  heat  of  the 

"  We  heard  the  techir ;  so  the  Arabs  catt 
Their  shout  of  onset,  when  with  loud  appeal 
I'bey  challenge  heaven,  as  if  demanding  conquest. 
This  word,  so  formidable  in  their  holy  wars, .  is  a  verb  active  (s»y« 
Ockley  in  his  index)  of  the  second  conjugation,  from  iCaMora,  vbich 
signifies  sayfng  Alia  Ackar,  God  is  most  mighty  ! 

^  In  the  geoip-aphy  t)f  Abuifeda,  the  description  oC  Syrk.  laisJO^^ 
country,  is  the  most  interesting  and  authentic  portion.  H  was  pub* 
lished  in  Arabic  and  Latin,  Lipsia,  1766,  in  quarto,  with  the  learn- 
ed notes  of  Kothter  and  Keiake,  and  tiome  extmcU  mf  geography  »>»< 
natural  history  from  the  Ibn  Ol  Wardii.  Among  the  modern  travels, 
i*dcock's  description  of  the  East,  (of  Syria  and  Mesopota»ia,  vol-  ^ 
p,  8S-209),  is  a  v^ork  of  superior  learning  and  dignity;  but  the  au- 
thor too  often  confounds  what  he  h&d  seen  and  what  he  had  reai 

y  The  praises  of  Dionysiusr  arc  just  and  lively.     Km  or*  #»«'  1^^"*^ 


bP  tHE  ROMAN  EMPIRK;  408 

feiimate  is  tempered  by  the  vicinity  of  the  se4  and  c  h  af ., 
mountains,  by  the  plenty  of  wood  and  water;  and  ^^ 
the  produce  of  a  fertile  soil  affords  the  subsistence^ 
and  encourages  the  propagation,  of  men  and  ani- 
mals. From  the  ag^  of  David  to  that  of  Hera-. 
clius,th6  country  was  overspread  with  ancient  and 
flourishing  cities:  the  inhabitants  were  numerou£( 
and  wealthy ;  audi  after  the  slow  ravage  of  des«* 
potism  and  isuperstition^  after  the  recent  cala-i 
mities  of  the  Persian  war^  Syria  could  still  attract 
and  reward  the  rapacious  tribes  of  the  desert.  A 
plains  of  ten  days  journey^  frdm  Damascus  to 
Aleppo  and  Antiochj  is  watered ^  on  the  western 
side,  by  the  winding  course  of  the  Orontes.  The 
hills  of  libanUs  and  Anti-Libanus  are  {Wanted 
from  north  to  souths  between  the  Orontes  and 
the  Mediterranean^  and. the  epithet  of  ho^m 
(Coelesyria)  was  applied  to  a  long  and  fruitful 
valley,  which  is  confined  in  the  same  direction  by 
the  two  ridges  df  srioWy  rilountaiiis.^  Among 
th6  cities,  which  are  enumerated  by  Greek  and 
oriental  names  in  the  geography  and  conquest  of 
Syriai  we  may  distinguish  Eiriesa  or  Hems,  He- 

^fikXat  Ti  MMi  •X/Sjm  tkf^fH  t%w»»  (in  Eeriegesi,  v.  902^  in  torn,  iv,  GecN 
graph.  Minor.  Hudson).  In  another  place  he  styles  the  cuuntry 
^okuirroktf  eumu  (v.  89S)..    He  proceeds  to  say,    . 

TUt^m  }t  V0i  }Liirttfil  rt  »m  io^tks  $irXif0  x*^  -. 

KfiX«  Tt  ftffitftUHU  »$u  hfipuri  »mfir4*  mt^v.         V.  921,  922. 
This  poetical  geographer  lived  in  the  age  of  Augustus,  and  his  de- 
scription of  the  vroctd  ifl  illustrated  .by  the  Greek  commentary  of  Eu^ 
stathius;  who  paid,  the  sAme  compliment  to  Homer,  and  Diooysius,' 
(Fabric.  Bibliou  Grspc.  1.-  iv,  c  2»  tom.iii,  p.  21,  &c.). 

■  The  topography, of  the  Lib^us  and  Anti-Ubanji;^»  is  exoeliently 
described  by  the  learning  and  sense  of  Reland,  (Palestin.  torn,  i,  ^; 
■MU326). 
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CHAP.  fiopDfis  or  Baatbec,  the  farmer  as  the  tnetrq^Its 
Jf:^  of  the  plain,  the  latter  as  the  capital  of  the  r^ley. 
^  Under  the  last  of  the  Caemrs,  they  were  strong 
and  populous :  the  turrets  glittered  from  afar: 
lUi  ample  space  was  covered  with  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings  i  and  the  citiaens  were  illartrious 
by  their  spirit,  or  at  least  by  their  pride;  by  t*eir 
riches,  or  at  least  by  their  luxury.  In  the  days 
of  paganism,  both  Emesa  and  Heliopolis  were 
addicted  to  the  worship  of  Baal,  or  ^e  siu;  but 
the  decline  of  their  superstition  and  ^endour 
has  been  marked  by  a  singular  variety  of  fortune. 
Not  a  vestige  remains  of  the  temple  of  Emesa, 
which  was  equalled  in  pontic  style  to  the  summits 
of  mount  libatius,*  while  the  mins  of  Baalbec, 
invisfble  to  the  writers  of  antiquity,  excite  the 
curiosity  and  wonder  of  tile  European  tlti^eller.^ 
The  measure  of  the  temple  is  two  hundred  feet  Id 

*         _«  SiBM»  fattigia  eelsft  retudest 
Nam  diffusa  solo  latus  explicat ;  ac  sut>it  auras 
Thnilma  In  coelum  nitentibus :  fticola  Claris 
Cor  stttiiis  acuii    .    •    •    • 
Denique  flammicomo  devoti  pectora  soli 
Vitam  agiUnt.    Libanus  frondosa  cacumina  turget, 
Et  tamen  bis  eertant  eelsi  fastigia  Umpli. 
These  verses  of  the  Latin  veraioti  of  Rufiis  Avioms  we  waatfaigiD  tbe 
Greek  origifisl  of  Dionysius;  and  since  they  are  likewise  lumoticedby 
Bustathius,  I  must,  with  FahlAda«»  (BibUou  Latin,  torn,  iii,  p;  133, 
edit.  Emesti),  and  i«4lnst  6«iiii«ia»«  («d  Voptsomm  l».  SS6»  967,  in 
Hist.  Augtitft.),  aserCbe  tiwm  to  the  fancy  father  tfaAn  to  tbe  MSS.  of 
AvienuSi 

^  I  tftti  WBCh  bitter  satMed  wlUi  MMiBdi«tt*a  tlig^  oMavi><J<mr- 
Mey,  p.  134^1S^  than  with  the  pcMBpona  folio  of  Dr.  Focock,  (De- 
acripUon  of  the  East,  v<4.  iUp*  106-1 1S>;  but  every  pieeediDg  t^ 
coottt  to  eclipsed  by  the  magBlSotnt  description  wad  drawingB  of  BL 
M.  llaw4iiiiB  i«id  Wood,  who  have  tnm^^otted  into  Bngland  tie 
ruins  of  Pafanysiiiuid  B«alhfc* 
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lengtii^  and  one  hundred  in  breadth :  the  front  is  chap. 
adorned  with  a  double  portico  of  eight  columns;  ^^Ji[u.* 
fourteen  may  be  counted  on  either  side;  ai|d  each 
column,  forty-five  feet  in  height,  is  composed  of 
three  massy  blocks  of  stone  or  marble.  The  pro- 
portions and  ornaments  of  the  Corinthian  order 
express  the  architecture  of  the  Greeks ;  but  as 
Baalfaec  has  never  been  the  seat  of  a  monarchy 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  expence  of 
these  magnificent  structures  could  be  supplied 
by  private  or  municipal  liberality .*"  From  the 
conquest  of  Damascus  the  Saracens  proceeded  to 
Heliopolis  and  Emesa:  but  I  shall  decline  the 
repetition  of  the  sallies  and  Combats  which  have 
been  already  i^ewn  on  a  larger  scale.  In  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  their  policy  was  pot  less 
effectual  than  their  sword.  By  short  and  sepa- 
rate truces  they  dissolved  the  union  of  the  ene- 
my ;  accustomed  the  Syrians  to  <x)mpare  their 
friend^ip  with  their  enmity;  familiarized  the 
idea  of  their  language,  religion,  and  manners ; 
and  exhausted,  by  clandestine  purchase,  the  ma- 
gazines and  arsenals  of  the  cities  which  they  re- 
turned  to  besiege.  They  aggravated  the  ran- 
som of  the  more  wealthy  or  the  more  obstinate ; 
and  Chalcis  alone  was  taxed  at  five  thousand 
ounces  of  gold,  five  thousand  ounces  of  silver, 
two  thousand  robes  of  silk,  and  as  many  figs 

*^  The  Orientala  #spUdii  tke  prodigy  by  a  never^fniju^g  expedient. 
The  edifices  of  Baalbec  were  constructed  by  the  fiaiiries  or  the  geniu 
(Hist,  de  Timour  Bee,  torn.  iU,  U  v,  c  23,  p.  311,  312 ;  Voyage  d'Ot- 
ter,  tosk  i,  p.  S3)*  Wi^ess  absurdity*  but  with  equal  ignoranoe, 
Abulfeda  and  Ibn  Cbaukel  ascribe  them  to  the  Sabeeans  or  Aadites* 
Kon  sunt  In  onmi  Syria  sedlficia  magnificentiora  his,  (Tabula  Syria?, 
p.  103). 
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CHAP,    and  olives  as  would  load  five  thousand  asses/  But 
^J^^  the  terms  of  truce  or  capitulation  were  faithfully 
observed;  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  caliph,  whohad 
promised  not  to  enter  the  walls  of  the  captive 
Baalbec,  remained  tranquil  and  immovable  in 
his  tent  till  the  jarring  factions  solicited  the  inter- 
position of  a  foreign  master.  The  conquest  of  the 
plain  and  valley  of  Syria  was  achieved  in  less 
than  two  years.     Yet  the  commander  of  the 
faithful  reproved  the  slowness  of  their  progress, 
and  the  Saracens,  bewailing  their  fault  with  tears 
of  rage  and  repentance,  called  aloud  on  their 
chiefs  to  lead  them  forth  to  fight  the  battles  of 
the  Lord.    In  a  recent  action,  under  the  walls  of 
Emesa,  an  Arabian  youth,  the  cousin  of  Caled, 
was  heard  aloud  to  exclaim,-—^*  Methinks  I  see 
**  the  black-eyed  girls  looking  upon  me ;  one  of 
"whom,  should  she  appear  in  this  world,  all 
**  mankind  would  die  for  love  of  her.    And  I  see 
"  in  the  hand  of  one  of  them,  an  handkerchief  of 
"  green  silk,  and  a  cap  of  precious  stones,  and  she 
f*  beckons  me,  and  call^  out,  come  hither  quickly, 
"  for  I  love  thee."     With  these  words,  charging 
the  Christians,   he  made  havock  wherever  he 
went,  till,  observed  at  length  by  the  governor  of 
Hems,  he  was  struck  through  with  a  javelin. 
Vemuk^        It  was  incumbent  on  the  Saracens  to  ex«-t  the 
A.  D.  €3es  full  powers  of  their  valour  and  enthusiasm  agrainst 
*  '  the  forces  of  the  emperor,  who  was  taught  by 

repeated  losses,  that  the  rovers  of  the  desert  had 
undertaken,  and  would  speedily  achieve,  a  regular 
and  permanent  conquest.  From  the  provinces  of 
Europe  and  Asia,  fourscore  thousand  soldier?  were 
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tiansported  by  sea  aiid  land  to  Antioch  and  Cae-  chap^ 
sarea :  the  light  troops  of  the  army  consisted  of 
sixty  thousand  Christian  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of 
Gassan.  Under  the  banner  of  Jabalah,  the  last  of 
their  princes,  they  inarched  in  the  van ;  and  it 
was  a  maxim  of  the  Greeks,  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  diampnd,  a  diamond  was  the  most 
effectual.  Heraclius  withheld  his  person  from  the 
dangers  of  the  field ;  but  his  presumption,  or  per- 
haps his  despondency,  suggested  a  peremptory 
order,  that  the  fate  of  the  province  and  tjbe  war 
should  be  decided  by  a  single  battle^.  The  Sy- 
rians were  attached  to  the  standard  of  Rome  and 
of  the  cross;  but  the  noble,  the  citizen,  the  pea- 
sant, were  exasperated  by  the  injustice  and  cruelty 
of  a  licentious  host,  who  oppressed  them  as  sub- 
jects, and  despised  them  as  strangers  and  aliens.* 
A  report  of  these  mighty  preparations  was  con- 
veyed to  the  Saraceqs  in  their  camp  of  Emesa ; 
and  the  chiefs,  though  resolved  to  fight,  assembled 
a  council :  the  faith  of  Abu  Obeidah  would  have 
expected  on  the  same  spot  the  glory  of  martyrdom; 
thewisdomof  Caledadvisedan  honourable  retreat 
to  the  skirts  of  Palestine  and  Arabia,  where  they 
might  await  the  succours  of  their  friends,  and  the 
attack  of  the  unbelievers.  A  speedy  messenger 
soon  returned  from  the  throne  of  Medina,  with 
the  blessings  of  Omar  and  Ali,  the  prayers  of  the 

^  I  have  read  somewhere  in  Tacitus,  or  Grotius,  Subjectos  habent 
tanquam  suos,  viles  tanquam  alienos.  Some  Greek  officers  ravished 
the  wife,  and  murdered  the  child,  of  their  Syrian  landlord ;  and  M^^ 
nuel  smiled  at  his  undutiful  complaint. 
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CHAP,  widows  of  the  prophet,  and  a  reioforcemeBt  of 
^J-J^;^^  eight  thousand  Moslems.  In  ttieir  way  Aey 
overturned  a  detachment  of  Greeks,  and  whep 
,  they  joined  at  Yermuk  the  camp  of  their  hre- 
ihren,  they  found  the  pleasing  intelligence,  that 
Cded  had  akeady  defeated  and  scattered  the 
Christian  Arabs  of  the  tribe  (rf*  Gassan.  la  the 
ne^bourhood  of  Bosra,  the  sfirings  of  nount 
Hermon  descend  in  a  torrent  to  the  plain  of 
Decapolis,  or  ten  cities ;  and  the  Hi«oraax,  a 
name  which  has  been  connpted  to  Y^rmii^,  is 
tost  itfter  a  short  course  in  the  |ake  of  Tlbeiias.^ 
The  banks  of  this  obscure  stream  were  illustrat- 
ed by  a  long  and  bloody  encounter.  On  this 
momentous  occasion,  the  pubUc  roice,  and  the 
modesty  of  Abu  Obeidab,  restored  the  com- 
mand to  the  most  des^ving  of  the  Moslems. 
Caled  assumed  his  station  in  tj:ie  front,  his  col- 
league was  posted  in  the  rear,  that  the  disorder 
of  the  fugitives  might  be  checked  by  his  vener- 
able aspect  and  the  s^ht  of  the  yellow  banner 
which  Mahomet  had  displayed  b^ore  the  waljs 
of  Chaibar.  The  last  line  was  occupied  by  the 
sHster  of  Derar,  with  the  Arabian  women  who  had 
inlisted  in  this  holy  war,  who  were  accustomed 
to  wield  the  bow  and  the  lance,  and  who  in  a 

•  See  Reland,  Palestin.  torn,  i,  p.  272,  283  ;  torn,  ii,  p^  773,  775. 
This  learned  profetfWH"  was  equal  to  the  task  of  describing  the  HoJj 
Land,  since  he  was  alike  conversf^U;  with  Greek  and  Latin,  witii 
Hebrew  and.  Arabian  literature.    The  Yermuk,  or  Hiennbax,  is  no* 
'  tteed  by  Cellarius  (Geography  Antlq.  ton.  U,  p.  398)  and  d'Anville, 

(Geograpbie  A  ncienne,  torn,  ii,  p.  185).    The  Arabs*  and  «veii  Abul- 
feda  himself,  do  not  seem  to  recognise  the  scene  of  their  TicUvy. 
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ttiom^at  of  captivity  had  delendedl,agatti6t  the  un-  chap. 
circumcised  ravishers,  their  ebastity  a«d  religion/  ^^[[^ 
The  exhortation  of  tlie  genecal  was  brief  and 
forcible.  *'  Paradise  is  before  you,  tlie  devil  and 
"  helKfire  in  your  rear.**  Yet  such  was  th^ 
weight  of  the  Hcman  cavalry,  that  the  right  wing 
of  th^  Arabs  was  broken  and  separated  from  the 
maui  body.  Thrice  did  they  retreat  in  disorder, 
and  thrice  were  they  drivea  back  to  the  charge 
by  the  Fe{Nroaches  and  blows  of  the  women.  In 
the  intervals  of  action,  Abu  Obeidah  visited  the 
tents  of  his  brethren,  prolonged  their  repose  by 
repeating  at  once  th^  prayers  of  two  different 
hours;  bound  up  their  wounds  with  his  own 
hands,  and  administered  the  comfortable  reflec* 
tion,  that  the  infidels  partook  of  their  sufferings 
without  partaking  of  their  reward.  Four  thou* 
sand  and  thirty  of  the  Moslems  were  buiied  in 
the  field  of  battle ;  and  the  skill  of  the  Armenian 
archers  enabled  sevim  hundred  to  boast  that  they 
had  lost  an  ^e  in  that  meritorious  service.  The 
veterans  of  the  Syrim  war  acknowledged  that  it 
was  the  hardest  and  most  doubtful  of  the  days 
which  they  had  seen«  But  it  was  likewise  the 
toosi  dacis&ve :  many  thousands  of  the  Greeks 
and  Syrians  fell  by  the  swords  of  the  Arabs ; 
many  were  slfiughtered,  after  the  defeat  in  the 
woo^  and  mountains ;  many^  by  mistaking  the 
ford,  were  drowned  in  the  waters  of  the  Yer- 

'  Theie  women  were  of  the  tribe  of  the  Hamyarites,  wiio  derived 
their  origin  fhmi  the  ancient  Amalekites.  Their  females  were  aocas- 
temcd  to  ride«n  hor^back,  and  to  fight  fike  the  Amazons  of  eld, 
(Ockley,  voL  i,  p.  67), 
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CHAF.  mnk;  and  however  the  loss  may  be  magnified/ 

^^: the  Christian  writers  confess  and  bewail  the 

bloody  punishment  of  their  sins.*"  Manuel,  the 
Roman  general,  was  either  killed  at  Damascus, 
or  toqk  refuge  in  the  monastery  of  mou&t  Sinai. 
An  exile  in  the  Byzantine  courts  Jabalah  lament- 
ed the  manners  of  Arabia,  and  his  unlucky  pre- 
fei^nce  of  the  Christian  cause.^  He  had  once 
inclined  to  the  profession  of  Islam ;  but  in  the 
pilgrimage  of  Mecca,  Jabalah  was  provoked  to 
strike  one  of  his  brethren,  and  fled  with  amaze- 
ment from  the  stern  and  equal  justice  of  the  ca- 
liph. The  victorious  Saracens  enjoyed  at  Da- 
mascus a  month  of  pleasure  i^nd  repose:  the 
spoil  was  divided  by  the  discretion  of  Abu  Obei- 
dah :  an  equal  share  was  allotted  to .  a  soldier 
and  to  his  horse ;  and  a  double  portion  was  re- 
served for  the  noble  couriers  of  the  Arabian 
breed, 

f  We  kifltil  of  tliett,  aya  Abu  Obeidah  to  the  caliph,  one  hmidred 
and  Afty  thousand,  and  made  prisoners  forty  thousazid,  (Oddey,  voL 
i,  p.  241).  As  I  cannot  doubt  his  veracity,  nor  believe  his  computa- 
tion, I  mnst  suspect  that  the  Arabic  historians  indulged  themselves 
in  the  practice  of  composing  speeches  and  letters  for  their  heroes. 

^  After  deploring  the  .sins  of  the  Christians,  Theophanes  add^ 
(Chronograph,  p.  276),  einrn  o  t^n/itMs  A/tt«x»f«  Tv^rttr  fi/utg  «»  x«uf  r» 

Xtym  (does  he  mean  Aiznadin  ?)  ttm  icg^sjutv,  »«i  mv  m^t^ft&r  m/utrox^ 
0MV,  His  account  is  brief  and  obscure,  but  he  accuses  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy,  the  adverse  wind,  and  the  cloud  of  dust :  fo^^wmfivt^s  (tlie 
Romans)  atmvrfwm^n^tu  ix^fit  2>«  r«v  »«vM^«y,  nrr«»m««,  jmu  iamm 
/3«XX«vrf$  iif  r«f  rtvo^vs  ru  Ufft.»^9ii  9t9<Ht,fM  %xu  eiiruXtvrt  «(^t|y,  (Chrono- 
graph, p.  280). 

>  See  Abulfeda,  (Annal.  Moslem,  p.  70,  71),  who  transcribes  the 

poetical  complaint  of  Jabalah  himself,  and  some  pan^yrieal'strain^ 

of  an  Arabian  poet,  to  whom  .the  chief  of  Gassan  sent  from  Constsn- 

linopie  a  gifl  of  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  by  the  hands  of  the  am- 

.    bassador  of  Omiir. 
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After  tlie  battle  of  Yermuk;  the  Roman  army   c hap; 
m  longer  appeared  in^he  field ;  aqd  the  Saracens  ^^^,^^*,^ 
might  securely  choose  among  the  fortified  towns  conquest 
of  Syria,  the  first  object  of  their  attack.     They  J*^,^"^" 
consulted  the  caliph  whether  they  should  march  a.p,«3T,  • 
to  Caesarea  or  Jerusalem ;  and  the  advice  of  Ali 
determined  the  immediate  siege  of  the  latter* 
To  a  profane  eye,  Jerusalem  was  the  first  or  se- 
cond capital  of  Palestine ;  but  after  Mecca  and 
Medina,  it  was  revered  and  visited  by  the  devout 
Moslems,  as  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Land  which 
had  been  sanctified  by  the  revelation  of  Moses,  of 
Jesus,  and  of  Mahomet  himself.  Th^  soi|  of  Abu 
Sophian  was  sent  with  five  thousand  Arabs  to  i 

try  the  first  experiment  of  surprise  or  treaty ; 
but  on  the  eleventh  day,  the  town  was  iavested 
by  the  ^hole  force  of  Abu  Obeidah.  He  address- 
ed the  customary  summons  to  the  chief  com- 
manders and  people  of  JSlia}  "  Health  and 
*'  happiness  to  every  one  that  follows  the  ^ 
"  right  way  !  We  require  of  you  to  testify  that 
''  there  is  but  one  God,  and  that  Mahomet  is  his 
"  apostle.  If  you  refuse  this,  consent  to  pay 
"  tribute,  and  be  under  us  forthwith.  Other- 
**  wise  I  shall  bring  men  figainst  you  who  love 
"  deiath  better  than  you  do  the  drinking  of  wine  " 

"  or  eating  hogs  flesh.  Nor  will  I  ever  stir 
"  from  you,  if  it  please  God,  till  I  have  destroy- 

*  In  the  name  of  tbe  city,  the  profane  pf evaled  over  the  sacred  ;  .     •'^» 

Jeruatdem  tiras  known  to  the  devout  Christians,  (Euseb.  de  Martyr. 
Palest,  c.  ix)  ;  but  the  legal  and  popular  appellation  of  .^iia  (the  co-  V 

lony  of  -filius  Hadrlanus)  has  passed  from  the  Romans  to  the  Arabs, 
(Reland,  Palestin.  torn,  i,  p.  207 ;  torn,  ii,  p.  835.  D*Herbelot,  Bib- 
llotheque  Orientale,  Coda,  p.  269 ;  Ilia,  p.  420).  The  epithet  pf  Al 
Codt,  the  Holy,  is  used  as  the  proper  name  of  Jerusalem. 


Ov' 
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CHAP.  M  ed  those  that  fight  for  you,  and  made  slaves  ot 
^^^"^  **  y^^^  chiWren.**  But  the  city  was  deCmded  on 
•very  side  by  deep  valleys  and  steep  ascents ; 
since  the  invasion  of  Syria,  the  vails  and  towers 
bad  been  anxiously  restored ;  the  bravest  of  the 
fugitives  of  Yermuk  bad  stopped  in  the  nearest 
place  of  refuge ;  and  in  the  defence  of  the  se- 
puldire  of  Christ,  the  natives  and  strangers  might 
feel  some  sparks  of  the  enthusiasm  wbidi  so 
liercely  glowed  in  the  bosoms  of  the  Saracens. 
The  siege  of  Jerusalem  lasted  four  months ;  not 
B  day  was  lost  without  some  acti<Hi  of  sally  or 
assault ;  the  military  engines  incessantly,  played 
from  the  ramparts ;  and  the  inclemency  of  the 
winter  was  still  more  painful  and  destnietive  to 
the  Arabs,  The  Christians  yielded  at  lengtb  to 
ihe  perseverance  of  the  besiegers.  The  patriardi 
(Sophronius  appeared  on  the  walls,  and  by  the 
voice  of  an  interpreter  demanded  a  conference. 
After  a  vaifi  attempt  to  dissuade  the  Ueut^iant 
of  the  caliph  frcan  bis  impious  enterprise^  he  pro- 
posed, in  the  name  of  tiie  people,  a  fair  capitula- 
tion, with  this  extraordinary  clause,  that  the  arti* 
cles  of  security  should  be  ratified  by  the  autbofity 
4md  presence  of  Omarhimself.  The  question  was 
debated  in  the  council  of  Medina ;  the  sanctity  of 
the  place,  and  the  advice  of  Ali,  persuaded  the 
caliph  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  his  soldiers  and  ene- 
mies, and^  the  simpl^ity  of  his  journey  is  more 
Ulustrious  than  the  royal  pageants  of  vanity  and 
oppression.  The  conqueror  of  Persia  and  Syria 
was  mounted  on  a  red  camd,  which  carried  be- 
sides his  person,  a  bag  of  corn,  ^  bag  of  dates,  a 
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wdSoden  dish,  and  a  leather  bottle  of  water,  ghap^ 
Wherever  he  halted,  the  company,  without  dis^  **J!lIl« 
tinction,  was  invited  to  partake  of  his  homely  fare, 
and  the  repast  was  consecrated  by  the  prayer  and 
exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful/ 
But  in  this  expedition  or  pilgrimage,  his  power 
was  exercised  in  the  administration  of  justice;  he 
reformed  the  licentious  polygamy  of  the  Arabs,  re^ 
lieved  the  tributaries  from  extortion  and  cmdty, 
and  chastised  the  luxury  of  the  Saracens,  by  de- 
spoiling them  of  their  rich  silks,  and  dfagging;^ 
them  on  their  faces  in  the  dirt.  When  he  came 
withm  sight  of  Jerusalem,  the  caliph  cried  with  a 
loudvoice,— '*God  is  victorious.  OL6rd,giVe  usMk 
^^  easy  conquest ;''  and  pitching  his  tent  of  coarsfe 
hair,  calmly  seated  himself  on  the  ground.  After 
signing  the  ci^itulation,  he  entered  the  city  with^ 
out  fear  or  precaution ;  and  courteously  discours- 
ed with  the  patriardi  concerning  its  religious  an- 
tiquities."* Sophronius  bowed  before  his  new 
master,  and  secretly  muttered,  in  the  words  of 
Daniel,— **'  Theabomiikation  of  desolation  is  in  the 
*^  holy  place.'"*  At  the  hour  of  prayer  they  stood 

1  The  singular  journey  and  equipage  of  Omar  are  described  Q^ 
sides  Ockley.  voL  i,  p.  2S0)  by  Murtadi,  (MerYetUes  de  l*£g7ptei 
p.  200*202). 

">  The  Arabs  boast  of  an  old  propheey  {wesemed  at  Jerusalem*  and 
describing  the  name,  the  religion,  and  the  person  of  Omar,  the  future 
conqueror.  By  such  arts  the  Jews  are  said  to  have  soothed  the  pride 
of  tbeir  foreign  masters,  Cyrus  and  Alexuider,  (Joseph.  Ant.  Jud.  K 
ji,  c  1«  8,  p.  547,  579-582). 

'^  T«  fitkyyftm  rsf  t^fU0tmf  f  fnit9  h»  Amunk  ve  ir^BpnrB  W^f  ty  rur^ 
myt^-.  Theophan.  Chronograph,  p.  261.  This  prediction,  which  had 
aOready  served  lot  Antiochus  and  the  Romans,  was  agaib  teAtttd  fix 
the  present  occasion,  by  the  economy  of  So{dironins,  one  of  the  deep 
est  theologians  of  th#  Monpthelite  Qontroversy. 
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CHAP,  togcthec  in  the  church  of  the  resurrection ;  bat 
^'*      the  caliph  refused  to  perform  his  devotioDS,  and 


contented  himself  with  praying  on  the  steps  of 
the  church  of  Constuntine.  To  thfe  patriarch  be 
disclosed  his  prudent  and  honourable  motiye. 
•*  Had  I  yielded/*  said  Omar,  "  to  your  request^ 
<'  the  Moslems  of  a  future  age  would  have  in- 
^  fringed  the  treaty,  under  colour  of  imitating 
"  my  ejcample  "  •  By  his  command  the  ground 
of  the  temple  of  Solomon  was  prepared  fbr  the 
foundatbh  of  a  mosch ;""  and^  during  a  re^dence 
of  ten  days,  he  regulated  the  present  and  future 
state  of  his  Syrian  conquests;  Medina  might 
be  jealous,  lest  the  caliph  should  be  detained 
by  the  sanctity  of  Jerusalem  or  the  beauty  of 
Damascus ;  her  apprehensions  were  dispelled  by 
his  prompt  and  voluntary  return  to  the  tomb  of 
the  apostlci^ 
^Aj^  To  achieve  what  yei  rei&ain^  of  the  Syrian 
war,  the  caliph  bad  formed  two  separate  armies; 
a  chosen  detachment,  under  Amrou  and  Yezid, 
was  left  in  the  camp  of  Pfiilestine ;  w:hile  the  l4a*ger 
division,  under  the  standard  of  Abu  Obeidah  and 
Caled,  marched  away  to  the  north  against  An- 

*  Accordi|;ig  to  the  accurate  survey  of  d*AxkviIle,  (Dissertation  sur 
Tancienne  Jerusalem,  p.  42-54),  the  mosch  of  Omar,  enlarged  and 
.  embellished  by  succeeding  caliphs,  cohered  the  ground  of  the  andent 
temple  iwuKmet  ru  ftiymkn  M»e  hurtiw,  says  Phocas),  a  length  of  215, 
a  breadth  of  172,  toues.  The  Nubiah  geographer  declares,  that  this 
magnificent  structure  was  second  only  in  size  and  beauty  to  the  great 
mosch  of  Cordova,  (p.  113),  whose  present  state  Mr.  Swinburne  has 
■o  elegantly  represented,  (Travels  into  Spain,  p.  296-302). 

P  Of  the  many  Arabic  taiikhs  or  chronicles  of  Jerusalem,  (d^Her- 
.belot,  p.  867),  OcUey  found  one  among  the  Pocock  MSS.  of  Oxford* 
iToL  i,  p.  2d7),  which  he  has  used  to  supply  the  defective  murraiive 
of  Al  Wakidi. 
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OF"rHE  RDMAif  BMHRlfe.  4l^ 

tioch  find  Aleppo.  The  latter  of  these;  the  T&e'^  Chaf. 
raea  of  the  Greeks,  was  not  yet  illustrious  bs  ,«J^t^ 
the  capital  of  a  province  or  a  kin^om ;  and  the 
inhabitants,  by  anticipating  their  submission,  and 
pleading  their  poverty^  obtained  a  moderate  com- 
position for  their  lives.and  rd%ion.  But  the  castlef 
of  Aleppo,^  distinct  frcmi  the  city,  stood  erect  oa 
a  lofty  artificial  mound :  the  sides  were  sharpen- 
ed to  a  precipice,  and  faced  with  freestone ;  and 
the  breadth  of  the  ditch  might  be  filled  with  water 
from  the  neighbouring  springs.  After  the  loss  of 
three  thousand  men,  the  garrison  was  still  equal 
to  the  defence ;  and  Youkinna,  their  valbnt  an4 
hereditary  chief,  had  murdered  his  brother,  an 
holy  monk,  for  daring  to  pronounce  the  name 
of  peace.  In  a  siege  of  four  or  five  months, 
the  hydest  of  the  Syrian  war,  great  numbers  of 
the  Saracens  were  killed  and  wounded :  their  re- 
moval to  the  distance  of  a  mile  could  not  seduce 
the  vigilance  of  Youkinna ;  nor  could  the  Christ- ' 
ians  be  terrified  by  the  execution  of  three  hun- 
dred captives,  whom  they  beheaded  before  the 
castle  wait  The  silence,  and  at  length  the  com- 
plaints, of  Abu  Obeidah  informed  the  caliph  that 
heir  hope  and  patience  were  consumed  at  the 
oot  of  this  impregnable  fortress.     "  I  am  vari- 

*  ously  affected,"  replied  Omar,  "  by  the  differ- 

*  ence  of  your  success ;  but  I  charge  you  by  no 

^  The  Persian  historian  of  Timur  (torn,  i'ti,  1.  v,  c.  21,  p.  300)  de» 
cribes  the  castle  of  Aleppo  as  founded  on  a  rock  one  hundred  cubits  . 
ti  height ;  a  proof,  says  the  French  translator,  that  he  had  never  vi- 
ited  the  place.  It  is  now  in  the  midst  of  the  city,  of  no  strength, 
'ith  a  single  gate ;  the  circuit  is  about  500  or  600  paces,  and  the  ditcli 
alf  full  ef  stagnant  water,  (Voyages  de  Tavcrnier,  torn,  i,  p.  149. 
'ocock,  VOL  ii,  part  i,  p.  150>  The  fortrosses  of  the  East  are  con* 
emptible  to  an  European  eye. 


<»»'»<»»lnf*»* 


4lb  TU»  ]>lCUIfl  AkP  FALl, 

CHAP.  ^' mfitfis  to  mke  theatre  of  the  castle.  Yourre- 
^  tteatwonM  diminish  the  repittatioiicifoiurArins, 
^  tod  encoarage  the  infideb  to  faU  upon  yoa  on 
'^allmdaa.  Retaain  before  Aidppo  till  God  shall 
^  determioe  the  event,  and  forage  with  your 
'<  hone  round  the  adjacent  country."  The  ex- 
hortation of  the  commander  of  the  faithful  was 
^MTtified  by  a  mpply  of  volunteers  from  all  tiie 
tribes  of  Arabia,  wlio  arrived  in  the  camp  on 
soraes  or  camels.  Among  these  was  Dames^  of 
a  servile  birth,  but  of  gigantic  size  and  intrepid 
res<^tion.  The  forty-seventh  day  of  his  serv- 
ice, he  proposed,  with  only  thirty  men,  to  make 
an  attempt  on  the  castle.  Hie  experience  and 
testim(Miy  ct  Caled  recommended  his  oflScr ;  and 
Abtt  Obeidah  admonished  his  brethrea  not  to 
desfrise  the  baser  origin  of  Dames,  since  he  him- 
self, could  he  relinquish  the  pubUc  care,-  would 
cheerfully  serve  under  the  banner  of  the  slave. 
His  design  was  covered  by  the  appearance  of  a 
retreat;  and  the  camp  of  the  Saracens  was 
pitched  about  a  league  from  Aleppo.  The 
thirty  adventurers  lay  in  ambush  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill ;  and  Dames  at  length  succeed^  in 
his  inquiries,  though  he  was  provoked  by^the  ig- 
norance of  his  Greek  captives.  **  God  curse  these 
*^  dogs,"  said  the  illiterate  Arab,  *^  what  a  strange 
'<  barljarous  language  they  speak !"  At  the  dark- 
est hour  of  the  night,  he  scaled  the  most  ac- 
cessible height,  which  he  had  diligently  surveyed, 
a  plac?e  where  the  stones  were  less  entire^  or  the 
slope  less  perpendicular,  or  the  guard  less  t^- 
Tant.  Seven  of  the  stoutest  Saracens  mounted 
on  each  other's  shoulders,  and  the  weight  of  the 
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column  was  sustained  on  th«  broad  and  sinewy   chap: 
back  of  the  gigantic  slave.    The  foremost  in  this  ^  ^^* 
painful  ascent  could  grasp  ahd  climb  the  lowest 
part  of  the  battlements;  they  silently  stabbed  and 
cast  down  the  sentinels ;  and  the  thirty  brethreiH 
repeating  a  pious  ejaculation,  ^^  O  apostle  of  God; 
**  help  and  deliver  us]"  were  successively  drawn 
up  by  the  long  folds  of  their  turbans.    Withhold 
and  cautious  footsteps.  Dames  explored  the  palace 
of  the  governor,  who  celebrated,  in  riotous  merri* 
ment,  the  festival  of  his  deliverance.  From  thence 
returning  to  his  companions,  he  assaulted  on  the 
inside  the  entranceof  the  castle.  They  overpower* 
edtheguard,  unbolted  the  gate,  letdown  the  draw- 
bridge, and  defended  the  narrow  pass,c  till  the 
arrival  of  Caled,  with  the  dawn  of  day^  relieved 
their  danger  and  assured  their  conquest;    You- 
kinna,  a  formidable  foe^  became  ^n  active  and 
useful  proselyte ;  and  the  general  of  the  Saracens 
expressed  his  regard  for  the  most  humble  merit, 
by  detaining  the  army  at  Aleppo  till  Dames  was 
cured  of  his  honourable  wounds.     The  capital  of 
Syria  was  still  covered  by  the  castle^of  Aazaz  and 
the  iron  bridge  of  the  Orontes.     After  the  loss  of 
those  important  posts,  and  the  defeat  of  the  lastt 
of  the  Roman  armies,  the  luxury  of  Antioch' 

'  The  date  of  the  conquest  of  Afitioch  by  the  Arabtf  is  of  some  tpi 
portance.  By  comparing  the  yMUrs  of  tlie  world  in  the  chronograpby 
of  Tbeophanea  with  the  years  of  the  Hegura  in  the  history  of  Elmstein, 
we  shall  determine,  that  it  was  taken  between  Janutiry  2$  and  Se^ 
tevCk\ier  1  of  the  year  of  Christ  638,  (Pagi,  Critica,  in  Baron.  AnnaL 
torn.  li>  p.  S12,  813).  Al  Wakidi  (Ockley,  vol.  i,  ^^S14)  assigns  fbat 
event  to  Tuesday*  August  21,  an  inconsistent  4«te;  sinqe  £a«ter  UU 
TOL.  IX*  Be 
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CHAP,  trembled  and  <*eyed.  H^r  safety  wm  rmm- 
"•  ed  with  three  hundifed  thousand  pieces  of  gold; 
but  the  throne  of  the  successors  of  Alexander^ 
the  seat  of  the  Roman  goternmfent  in  the  East, 
whidi  had  been  decorated  by  Caesar  with  the 
tittes  of  flree,  and  holy,  and  invidate,  was  degrad- 
ed under  tlie  yoke  of  the  cal^Bs  to  the  secondary 
Irank  of  a  provincia)  towi!!.' 
Flight  of  In  the  life  of  HeracUus^  the  glori&s  of  tbe  Pcr- 
A.*a  m  «tan  war  are  clouded  on  either  hand  by  the  dis- 
grace  and  weakness  of  his  mote  eaf  ly  and  his 
later  days^  When  the  successors  of  MAhomBtw^- 
«heathed  the  sword  of  war  and  reltgioa,  te  was 
astonished  at  the  boUndk^  pr(M^ct  of  tail  a&i 
danger ;  hfa  nature  was  indolent,  nor  eould  the 
infirm  and  frigid  a^  of  the  en^^or  be  kindled 
to  a  secdnd  effort.  The  sense  of  shame^  and  the 
imp(Hi;unitics  of  the  Syrians,  prevented  his  hasty 
departure  from  the  scene  of  action ;  but  the  hero 
was  no  more ;  and  the  loss  of  Damascus  and  Je- 
rusalem, the  bloody  fields  of  Aianadin  and  Yer- 
muk,  may  be  imputed  in  some  degree  to  the  ab- 
sence or  misconduct  of  the  sovereign-  Instead 
of  defending  the  sepulchre  of  Christ,  he  involved 
thi  church  and  state  in  a  metaphysical  contro- 
versy for  the  unity  of  bis  will ;  and  while  Hera- 

liifct  yetr  sb  April  5,  ttie  iut  of  AiigtXst  mart  Imve  Wm  »  F*^ 
ifiee  the  T«Ue6  of  the  Art  de  Yertfier  les  D«te»). 

•  His  bounteous  ettet,  which  tempted  the  ^fratpftil  €ity  towsune 
«he  ^ctoty  of  PharoaHa  for  a  perpetual  er*,  is  given  i»  *m#;C»*"'** 

r«x<iri  John  MaWa,  in  Chron.  ^  W,  edit.  Venet.  We  may  ^^ 
fgtdih  hife  authentic  iitfonnation^  of  doisMtic  facts  frem  hi««ro8»ig«- 
.ranee  of  general  history. 
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lius  crowned  the  offspring  of  his  secofid  nup-  chaf.  | 

lals,  he  was  tamely  stripped  of  the  most  valuable  ^^tJl^*  ' 

lart  of  their  inheritalnce.     In  the  cathedral  of  ' 

Intioch,  in  the  presence  of  the  bishojxs,  at  the 
bot  of.  the  crucifix,  he  bewailed  the  sins  of  the 
>rince  and  people ;  but  his  confession  instructed 
;fae  world,  that  it  was  vain,  and  perhaps  impious, 
»  resist  the  judgment  of  God,  The  Saracens 
urere  inviiicible  in  fact,  since  they  were  invinci- 
ble in  opinion ;  and  the  desertion  of  YiMikimia, 
bis  false  rqventance  and  repeated  perfidy,  might 
justify  the  suspicion  of  the  emperor,  that  he  wa^ 
encompassed  by  traitors  and  apostates,  who  con- 
spired to  betray  his  person  and  their  country  to 
the  enemies  of  Christ.  In  the  hour  of  adversity, 
his  superstition  was  agitated  by  the  omens  an4 
dreams  of  a  falling  crown ;  and  after  bidding  an 
eternal  farewel  to  Syria,  he  secretly  embarked 
with  a  few  attendants,  and  absolved  the  faith  of 
his  subjects.*  Constantine,  his  eldest  son,  had 
been  stationed  with  forty  thousand  men  at  Ca?- 
sarea,  the  civil  metropolis  of  the  three  provinces 
of  Palestine-  But  his  private  interest  recalled 
him  to  the  Byzantine  court ;  and,  after  the  flight 
of  his  father,  he  felt  himself  an  imequal  champion 
to  the  united  force  of  the  caliph.  His  vanguard 
was  boldly  attacked  by  three  hundred  Arabs  and 
a  thousand  black  slaves,  who,  in  the  depth  of 

*  See  0ckte3%  (vol.  i,  p.  308,  31 2),  who  laughs  at  the  c^dulity  of  ^  ■^, 

Ml  author.     When  HerocHus  bade  farewel  to  Syria,  Vale  Syria  et  ul-  *     . 

tittium  vale,  he  prophesied  that  the  ftdmans  should  never  re-enter  the    . 

Cvice  tiU  the  birth  of  an  iDauspicious  child,  the  future  scourge  of 
empire.   Abulfeda»  p.  6S.     I  am  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  mystic 
'ctue,  or  nonsense,  pf  this  predictiop. 

Ke2  ' 
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CHAP.  Winter,  had  climbed  the  snowy  mountains  of  Li- 
«««^%««  banus,  and  who  were  speedily  followed  by  the 
victorious  squadrons  of  Caled  himself.  From  the 
north  and  south  the  troops  of  Antioch  and  Jeru- 
salem  advanced  along  the  sea-shore,  till  their 
banners  were  joined  under  the  waits  of  the  Ph€e- 
End  of  the^ian  cities  :  Tripoli  and  Tyre  were  betrayed ; 
run  war.  ^^^  a  ffcct  of  fifty  transports,  whi<:rh  entered 
without  distrust  the  captive  harbours,  brought  a 
seasonable  supply  of  arms  and  provisions  to  the 
camp  of  the  Saracens.  Their  labours  were  ter- 
minated by  the  unexpected  surrender  of  Caesarea: 
The  Roman  prince  had  embarked  in  the  night  \^ 
and  the  defenceless  citizens  solicited  their  pardon 
with  an  oJBfering  of  two  hundred  thousand  pieces 
of  gold.  The  remainder  of  the  province,  Ramlafa, 
Ptolemais  or  Achre,  Sichem  or  Neapolis,  Gaza, 
Ascalon,  Berjtus,  Sidon,  Gabala,  Laodicea,  Apa- 
mea,  Hierapolis,  no  longer  presumed  to  dispute 
the  will  of  the  conqueror ;  and  Syria  bowed  un- 
der the  sceptre  of  the  caliphs  seven  hundred  years 
after  Pompey  had  despoiled  the  last  ©f  the  Ma- 
cedonian kings.'' 

"  Ifl  the  h>ose  and  obscure  chronology  of  tbt  timesy  I  am  guided  hj 
an  authentic  record,  (in  the  book  of  ceremonies  of  Constantine  Por- 
phyrogenitus),  which  certifies  that,  June  4,  A«  B.  638,  the  emperor 
Crowned-  his  younger  son  lleracUua  in  the  presence  of  his  eld^  Con* 
ctantine,  a<id  in  the  palace  of  Constantinople;  that  January  1,  A.  D« 
C39,  the  royal  prbcessioi)!  visited  the  great  ehurcb,  atid  on  tbt  4«h  of 
the  same  month,  the  hippodrome. 

*  Sixty-five  yuars  before  Christ,  S^ria  Pontusque  moBumenta  sunt 
Cn.  Pompeii  virtutis,  (Veil.  Patercul.  ii>  38),  rather  6f  his  fortune 
and  power  :  he  adjudged  Syria  to  be  a  Roman  provinee,  and  the  last 
of  the  Seleucides  were  incapable  of  drawing  a  sword  in  the  defence 
«f  their  pntrimony,  (see  the  original  texts  collected  byUsher,  Ajanal. 
p.  420> 
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Tiic  sieges  and  battles  of  six  campaigns  had   chap. 
consumed  many  thousands  of  the  Moslems.  They  ^,^^^^ 
died  with  the  reputation  and  the  cheerfulness  of  The  con- 
martyrs  ;  and  the  simplicity  of  their  faith  may  be  |]J*™^'  ""^ 
expressed  in  the  words  of  an  Arabian  youth,  when  a.  d.  633- 
be  embraced,  for  the  last  time,  liis  sister  and  mo^ 
ther.   «  it  is  not,"  said  lie,  «  the  delicacies  of 
"  Syria,  or  the  fading  delights  of  this  world,  that 
"  have  prompted  me  to  devote  my  life  in  the 
"  cause  of  religion.     But  I  seek  the  favour  of 
"  God  and  *his  apostle  ;  and  I  have  heard,  from 
"  one  of  the  companions  of  the  prophet,  that  the 
"  spirits  of  the  martyrs  will  be  lodged  in  the 
"  ctops  of  green  birds,  who  shall  taste  the  fruits, 
"  and  drink  of  the  rivers,  of  paradise.     Farewel,' 
"we  shall  meet  again  among  the  grov^  and 
"  fountains  which  God  has  provided  for  his  ^- 
"  lect."    The  faitbftil  captives  might  exercise  a 
passive  and  more  arduous  resolution ;  and  a  cou- 
sin of  Mahomet  is  celebrated  for  refusing,  after 
an  abstinence  of  three  days,  the  wine  and  pork, 
the  only  nourishment  that  was  allowed  by  the   * 
malice  of  the  infidels.     The  frailty  of  some  weak- 
er brethren  exasperated  the  implacable  spirit  of 
'anaticism ;  and  the  father  of  Amer  deplored,  in 
)athetic  strains,  the  apostacy  and  damnation  of 
I  son,  who  had  renounced  the  promises  of  God, 
md  the  intercession  of  the  prophet,  'to  occupy, 
rith  the  priests  and  deacons,  the  lowest  mans- 
ions of  hell.     The  more  fortunate  Arabs,  who 
urvived  the  war,  and  persevered  in  the  faith,. 
i^«re  restrained  by  their  abstemious  leader  froni 
he  abuse  of  prosperity.     After  a  refreshment  of 
tree  days,  Abu  Obeidah  withdrew  his  troopfi 
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CHAP,  from  the  pernicious  contdgion  of  the  luxury  of 
L'-  Antioch,  and  assured  the  caliph  that  their  reli- 
gion and  virtue  could  only  be  preserved  by  the 
hard  discipline  of  poverty  and  labour.  But  the 
virtue  of  Omar,  however  rigorous  to  himself,  was 
kind  and  liberal  to  his  brethren.  After  a  jost 
tribute  of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  he  dropt  a 
tear  of  compassion ;  and  sitting  down  on  the 
ground,  wrote  an  answer,  in  which  he  roiWly  cen- 
sured the  severity  of  his  lieutenant.  ^*  God,"  said 
the  suc-jessor  of  the  prophet,  ^  has  not  forbidden 
^  the  use  of  the  good  things  of  this  world  to 
♦«  faithful  men,  and  such  as  have  perfiormed  good 
«  works.  Therefore  you  ought  to  have  givea 
*'  them  leave  to  rest  themselves,  and  partake 
"  freely  of  those  good  things  w^iich  the  ooiifltry 
«  affordetb.  If  any  of  the  Saracew  have  bo  fa- 
«  mily  in  Arabia,  they  may  marry  in  Syria;  and 
*<  whosoever  of  them  wants  any  fexrnie  slaves, 
«  he  may  purchase  as  many  as  he  bath  occasion 
«  for."  The  conquerors  prepared  to  use,  or  to 
abuse,  this  gracious  permission ;  but  the  year  (rf 
their  triumph  was  marked  by  a  mortality  of  men 
and  cattle ;  and  twenty-five  thousand  Saracens 
were  snatched  away  from  the  possession  of  Syria. 
The  death  of  Abu  Obeidah  might  be  lamented 
by  the  Christians ;  but  his  brethren  recollected 
that  he  was  one  of  the  ten  elect  whom  the  pro- 
phet had  n^med  as  the  heirs  of  paradise/   Ca- 

J  Abulfcda,  Annal.  Moslem,  p.  73.  Mahomet  could  artfully  »^ 
the  praises  of  his  disciples.  Of  Omar  he  was  accustomed  to  saj.  «* 
if  a  prophet  could  arise  after  himself,  it  would  be  Omar :  and  that « 
«  general  calamity,  Omar  would  be  accepted  by  the  divine  jusu«» 
(Qckley,  vol.  i,  p.  221). 


ied survived  his br^threii  ubout  three  years;  and  chap. 
the  tomb  of  the  sword  <^  God  is  shewn  in  the      ^' 
neighbourhood  of  £xnesa.     His  valour,  which 
founded  in  Arabia  a^od  Syria  the  e^)pire  of  the 
caliphs,  was  fortified  by  the  opiiiiap  of  a  special    - 
providence;  and  as  long  as  be  wore  a  cap*  which 
had  been  blessed  by  Mahomet,  he  deemed  himself 
iuvulnerable  aitdidSit  the  darts  of  the  k^fidels* 

The  plac«  of  the  first  conquerors  was  supplied  P^-ogwa 
by  a  new  generation  of  their  children  and  coun-  lian  con- 
trymen :  Syria  became  the  seat  and  support  of  A"*a"»- 
the  houfie  of  Ommiyah ;  aiid  the  revenue,  the  ^^^ 
soldiers,  the  ships  of  that  powerful  kingdom, 
were  consecrated  to  enlarge  on  every  side  the 
empire  of  th^  ciiUphs^  But  the  Saracens  despise 
a  superfluity  of  fome;  and  their  historian^  f  carce- 
!y  condesceiid  to  iQontiqn  the  subordinate  con- 
quests which  are  Iq&t  in  t^  splendour  and  ra- 
pidity of  their  victorioi^s^  career.  To  the  riortlk 
of  Syria,  they  passed  mount  Taurus,  and  r^ 
duced  to  their  obedience  th^  province  of  Ciliciat 
with  its  capital  Tarsus,  the  ancient  monun^ent 
of  the  As!i;yrian  kings.  Beyond  a  second  ridge 
of  the  same  mountains^  they  spread  the  flame  of 
war,  rather  than  the  light  of  religion,  as  far  as 
the  shores  of  the  Euxine  and  the  neighbourhood 
of  Constantinople.  To  the  east  they  advanced 
lo  the  banks  and  sourpes  of  the  Euphrates  and 
Tigris  f  the  long  disputed  barrier  of  Rome  and 

*  AI  Wakidi  had  likewise  written  an  history  of  the  conquest  of  Di- 
irbekir,  or  Mesopotamia,  (Ockley,  at  the  end  of  the  iid  voL),  whick 
►ur  interpreters  do  not  appear  to  have  seen.  The  Chronicle  of  Dio- 
lysiiis  of  Telmar,  the  Jacobite  patriarch,  records  the  taking  of  Edes- 
a  A.  D.  €37*  and  of  Dara  A.  D*  611^  (Asseman.  Bibliot.  Orient'  tonu 
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CHAP.  Penis  was  for  ever  confounded ;  the  walls  of  E« 
dessa  and  Amida,  of  Dara  and  Nisibis,  which 
had  resisted  the  arms  and  engines  of  Sapor  or 
Nushirvan,  were  levelled  in  the  dnst ;  and  the 
hoty  city  of  Abgarus  might  vainly  produce  the 
epistle  of  the  image  of  Christ  to  an  unbelieving 
conqueror.  To  the  rvestt  the  Syrian  kingdom  i$ 
bounded  by  theaea ;  and  the  ruin  of  Aradus,  a 
small  island  or  peninsula  on  the  coasts  was  post- 
poned during  ten  years.  But  the  hills  of  Liba- 
nus  abounded  in  timber,  the  trade  of  Pfacenicia 
was  populous  in  mariners ;  and  a  fleet  of'  seven- 
teen hundred  barks  was  equipped  and  manned 
by  the  natives  of  the  desert.  The  imperkd  navy 
of  the  Romans  fled  before  them  from  the  Pam- 
phylian  rocks  to  the  Hellespont ;  but  the  spirit 
of  the  emperor,  a  grandson  of  Heraclius^  had 
been  subdued  before  the  combat  by  a  dream  and 
a  pun."^  The  Saracens  rode  masters  of  the  sea; 
and  the  islands  of  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  and  the  Cy- 
dades  were  successively  exposed  to  their  rapa- 
cious visits.  Three  hundred  years  before  the 
Christian  era,  the  memorable  thou^  fruitless 
siege  of  Rhodes^  by  Demetrius,  had  furnished 

iU  P«  103) ;  and  the  attentive  may  glean  some  doubtful  kiformation 
from  the  Chronography  of  Theophanes,  (p.  I^S5-287>)*  Most  of  tlie 
towns  of  Mesopotamia  yielded  by  surrender,  (Abulpharag.  p.  H2). 

*  He  dreamt  that  he  was  at  Thessalonica,  an  harmless  and  unmean- 
ing vision ;  but  his  soothsayer  or  his  cowardice,  understood  the  sure 
cmiea  of  a  defeat  concealed  in  that  inauspicious  word,  Sts  aX^  wmp. 
Give  to  another  the  victory,  (Theophan.  p.  286,  Zonaras,  torn,  ii,  I. 
xiv,  p.  88). 

*  Every  passage  and  every  fact  that  relates  to  the  isle,  the  city,  and 
^he  colossus  of  Rhodes,  are  compiled  in  the  laborious  treatise  o^Meur- 
eius,  who  has  bestowed  the  same  diligence  on  the  two  larger  islands 
?^  ^"*®  ■"**  Cyprus.    See  in  the  iiid  volume  of  his  works,  the  RkoduM 

of 


OP  THE  ROMAN  BMPIRS.^  4dS 

that  maritime  republic  with  the  materials  and  Chap. 
the  subject  of  a  trophy.  A  gigantic  statue  of  ^,^^^;^^ 
Apollo  or  the  sun,  seventy  cubits  in  height,  was 
erected  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  a  monu- 
ment of  the  freedom  and  the  arts  of  Greece,. 
After  standing  fifty-six  years,  the  colossus  of 
Rhodes  was  overthrown  by  an  earthquake;  but 
the  massy  trunk,  and  huge  fragments,  lay  scat- 
tered eight  centuries  on  the  ground,  and  are  of- 
ten described  as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  an- 
cient world.  They  were  collected  by  the  dili- 
gence of  the  Saracens,  and  sold  to  a  Jewish  mer- 
chant of  Edessa,  who  is  said  to  have  laden  nine 
hundred  camels  with  the  weight  of  the  brass 
metal :  an  enormous  vreight,  though  we  should 
include  the  hundred  colossal  figures,*'  and  the 
three  thousand  statues,  which  adorned  the  pro*i 
sperity  of  the  city  of  the  sun. 

II.  The  conquest  of  Egypt  may  be  explained  ^^^^^ 
by  the  character  of  the  victorious  Saracen,  one*andiireo( 
of  the  first  of  bis  nation,  in  an  age  when  the  ^^®"- 
meanest  of  the  brethren  was  exalted  above  his 
nature  by  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm.     The  birth 
of  Amrou  was  at  once  base  and  illustrious  :  his 
mother,  a  notorious  prostitute,  was  unable  to 
decide  among  five  of  the  Koreish ;  but  the  proof 
of  resemblance  adjudged  the  child  to  Aasi  the 
oldest  of  her  lovers.*     The  youth  of  Amrou  was 

of  Meursius,  (1.  i,  c.  15,  p.  715-719).  Th«  Byzantine  writers,  Theo« 
phanes^nd  Constantine,  have  ignorantly  prolonged  the  term  to  1360 
years,  and  ridiculously  divide  the  weight  among  30,000  camels. 

^  Centum  colossi  alium  nobilitaturi  locum»  says  Pliny,  with  hia 
usual  spirit.     Hist.  Natur.  xxxiv,  18. 

•*  We  learn  this  anecdote  from  a  spirited  old  woman,  who  reviled 
fo  their  faces  the  caliph  ahd  his  friend.    She  was  encouraged  by  the 
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CHAP,  hi^lkd]  bj  a^  pasaioBs  and  pfejodiGes  ef  his 
^^^^  kindred :  his  poetic  genius  was  exorcised  in  sa- 
tirical verses  against  the  person  and  doctrine  of 
Mahomet;  his  dexterity  was  eB||dajed  by  the 
iie^^aingfMtioa  to  pursue  the  religioas  exiles  who 
had  taken  refn^  )n  the  court  of  the  Ethiopian 
king/  Yet  he  returned  frcmi  this  embassy,  a  se- 
cret fwoselyte;  his  reascm  or  his  intoest  deter- 
mined him  to  renounce  the  worship  of  idols ;  he 
escaped  from  Mecca  with  his  friend  Cakd,  and 
the  profAet  of  Medina  enjoyed  at  the  ssofie  mo- 
ment  the  satisfaction  of  embracing  the  two  firm- 
est champions  of  lus  cause*  The  impatieiice  of 
Amrott  to  lead  the  armies  of  the  faitMul  was 
<;heckedl>y  ther^NTOof  of  Omar,  who  advised  him 
WA  to  seek  pawer  and  dominion,  since  he  who  is 
a  subject  to-day,  may  be  a  prince  to-morrow. 
Yet  hb  merit  was  not  overlooked  by  ^  two 
first  sueeessors  ^  Mahomet ;  th^  were  indebt- 
ed to  his  arms  fiar  the  conquest  of  Palestine;  and 
in  all  the  battles  and  aqpes  <^  Syria*  he  iwted  with 
tho  tanper  of  a  chief,  the  vakmrctf  an  adventur- 
qus  soMAer.  In  a  visit  to  Medina,  tht  Qalil^i  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  survey  the  sword  which  had  cat 
down  so  many  Christian  warriors;  the  son  of 
Aasi unsheathed  a  short  and  ordinal  simitar; 
and  as  he  perceived  thq  surprise  of  Owur,  ^*  Alas,** 
said  the  mod^t  Saracen,  **  the  sword  itself,  with- 
^  out  the  arm  ef  its  master,  is  neither  sharper  nor 
^<  more  weighty  than  the  sword  of  Pharezdak  the 

silence  of  Amron  and  the  IibenUity  of  Moaw!y«h»  (AbuUbday  AnnaL 
Moslem,  p.  111). 

*  Gfignier,  Vie  de  Mahomet*  tom.  ii,  p.  46,  ftc  who  quotes  the 
Abyssinian  history,  or  romance  of  Abdel  Balddes.  Yet  the  fact  of 
the  -eoihassy  and  ambassador  may  he  allowed. 
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''  poet.'''  Aftar  the  conquest  of  Egypt  he  was  cbap. 
recalled  by  the  jealousy  of  the  caliph  Othouaa;  ^.^J^,^ 
but  io  the  subsequent  troubles,  the  anbition  of  m 
soldier,  a  statesman,  and  an  watWn  emerged 
from  a  private  station.  His  powerful  support, 
both  in  council  and  in  the  field,  estaUished  the 
throne  of  the  Qmmiades ;  the^administraUon  and 
revenue  of  Egypt  were  restored  by  the  gratitude 
of  Moawiyah  to  a  faithful  friend  who  had  nosed 
himself  above  the  rank  of  a  suly  ect ;  and  Amrau 
ended  his  days  in  the  palace  and  city  which  he 
had  founded  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  His  dymg 
speech  to  his  children  is  celebrated  by  the  Arab* 
ians  as  a  model  of  eloquence  and  wisdom :  he  de* 
plored  the  errors  of  his  youth ;  but  if  the  penitent 
was  still  infected bythevanityofapoet,  he  might 
exaggerate  the  venom  and  mischief  of  his  impi^ 
ous  compositions.^ 

From  his  camp,  in  Palestine,  Amrou  had  sur^  inviaioii 
prised  or  anticipated  the  caliph's  leave  for  the  in*  ^  a^ 
vasion  of  Egypt.^     The  magnammoHS  Omar^"^ 
trusted  in  his  God  and  his  sword,  which  had 

^  This  saying  is  preserved  bjr  Pooock,  (Not,  ad  Carmen  Tograi,  p» 
1Q4),  and  jusCljr  applauded  bj  Mr.  Harris,  (Philosophical  Arrange- 
ments* pb  SaOy 

a  Pot  the  life'and  character  of  Amrou,  see  Ockley «  (Hi&t^  <»f  the  S«^ 
racens,  voL  i,  p.  28,  6S,  94,  328,  34e,  344,  and  to  the  end  of  tfaie  vo- 
lume ;  vol.  ii,  p.  51,  65,  57,  74,  110*113,  162),  and  Otter,  (Mesi.  de 
l^Academie  dea  Inseriptiona,  torn,  xxi,  p.  131,.  132).  The  veadera  of 
Tacitus  majr  aptly  CQmpare  Vespasian  and  Mucianus,  with,  Moawiyah 
and  Amoa.  Yet  the  resemblanee  is  still  more  in  the  situations  thaa 
lit  the  characters  of  the  naen» 

^  Al  WaKidi  had  likewise  composed  a  separate  history  Q^  the  coq^ 
quest  of  Egyptj  which  Mr.  Ockley  could  never. procnre ;  and  Us  own 

inquicieft 
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CHAP,  shaken  the  thrones  of  Chosroes  and  Caesar;  but 
when  he  compared  the  slender  force  of  the  Mos- 
lems with  the  greatness  of  the  enterprise,  he  con- 
demned his  own  rashness,  and  listened  to  his 
timid  companions.  The  pride  and  the  g^reat- 
ness  of  Pharaoh  were  familiar  to  the  readers  of 
the  Koran ;  and  a  tenfold  repetition  of  prodigies 
had  been  scarcely  sufficient  to  effect,  not  the 
victory,  but  the  flight  of  six  hundred  thousand 
of  the  children  of  Israel :  the  cities  of  Egypt 
were  many  and  populous ;  their  architecture  was 
strong  and  solid ;  the  Nile,  with  its  numerous 
branches^  was  alone  an  insuperable  barrier ;  and 
the  granary  of  the  imperial  city  would  be  obsti- 
nately defended  by  the  Roman  powers.  In  this 
perplexity,  the  commander  of  the  faithful  re- 
signed himself  to  the  decision  of  chance,  or,  in 
his  opinion,  of  providence.  At  the  head  of  only 
four  thousand  Arabs,  the  intrepid  Amrou  had 
marched  away  from  his  station  of  Gaza  when  he 
was  overtaken  by  the  messenger  of  Omar.  ^  If 
'*  you  are  still  in  Syria,**  said  the  ambiguous 
mandate,  **  retreat  without  delay ;  but  if  at 
*'  the  receipt  of  this  epistle,  you  have  already 
**  reached  the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  advance  with 
**  confidence,  and  depend  on  the  succour  of  God 
**  and  of  your  brethren.''  The  experience,  per- 
haps the  secret  intelligence,  of  Amrou  had 
taught  him  to  suspect  the  mutability  of  courts ; 

inquiries  (vol.  i,  p.  344-362)  hare  added  very  litUe  to  the  original 
teit  of  Eutychius,  (Annal.  torn,  ii,  p.  1^96^23,  vers.  Pocock),  the 
«  Melehite  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  who  lived  three  hundred  yearg  after 
the  revolution. 
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and  he  continued  his  march  till  his  tents  were  chap. 
unquestionably  pitched  on  Egyptian  ground.  He 
there  assembled  his  officers,  broke  the  seal,  per- 
used the  epistle,  gravely  inquired  the  name  and 
situation  of  the  place,  and  declared  his  ready 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  caliph.  After 
a  siege  of  thirty  days,  he  took  possession  of  Far- 
mah  or  Pelusium  ;  and  that  key  of  Egypt,  as  it 
has  been  justly  named,  unlocked  the  entrance  of 
the  country,  as  far  as  the  ruins  of  HeliopoUs  and 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  modern  Cairo. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  Nile,  at  a  small  dis-  t^c  dtie» 

of  Mem« 

tance  to  the  east  of  the  Pyramids,  at  a  small  dis-  phis,  Sa- 
tance  to  the  south  of  the  Delta,.  Memphis,  one  Sari*  "* 
hundred  and  fifty  furlongs  in  circumference,  dis; 
played  the  magnificence  of  ancient  kings.  Un- 
der the  reign  of  the  Ptolemies  and  Caesars,  the 
seat  of  government  was  removed  to  the  sea- 
coast  ;  the  ancient  capital  was  eclipsed  by  the 
arts  and  opulence  of  Alexandria ;  the  palacesj 
and  at  length  the  temples,  were  reduced  to  a  de- 
solate and  ruinous  condition :  yet  in  the  age  o{ 
Augustus,  and  even  in  that  of  Constantiae^ 
Memphis  was  still  numbered  among  the  great- 
est and  most  populous  of  the  provincial  cities/ 
The  banks  of  the  Nile,  in  this  place  of  the  breadth 
of  three  thousand  feet,  were  united  by   two 

»  Strabo,  an  accurate  and  attentive  spectator,  observes  of  Heliopolil 
9»M  fittf  otn  ift  vMYifn/tcf  f  irtktf,  (Geograph,  L  xvii,  p.  1158) ;  but  of 
Memphis  be  declares*  tr«Xif  3*  ir<  i»tyaXti  rt  %tu  tawid^  'Uvmfm  ^uir* 
lO^t^a^Mu  (p.  1161);  he  notices,  however,  the  mixture  of  inhabit, 
ants  and  the  ruin  of  the  palaces.  In  the  proper  Egypt,  Ammianus 
enumerates  Memphis  among  the  four  cities,  mazimis  urbibus  quiba» 
proviflcia  nitet,  (xxii,  16) ;  and  the  name  of  Memphis  appears  witiv 
disimction  in  the  Roman  Itinerary  and  episcopal  tists. 


CHAP,  bridges  of  sixty  and  of  thirty  boats^  connected 
«*  J^!L^  in  the  middle  stream  by  the  slmall  island  of 
Roiida>  which  was  covered  with  gardens  and  ha- 
bitatimis.^  ^The  extern  extremity  of  the  biidge 
was  terminated  by  the  town  of  Babylon  and  the 
camp  of  a  Roman  legion,  which  protected  the 
passage  of  the  river  mid  the  second  capital  ctf 
JEgypt.  This  important  fortress,  whicb  might 
fairiy'be  described  as  a  part  of  Memphis  or  Mis- 
rahy  was  invested  by  the  arras  of  the  lieut^iant 
of  Omar :  a  reinforcement  of  four  thousand  Sara- 
cens soon  arrived  in  his  camp ;  and  the  militarj 
engines  which  battered  the  walk,  may  be  imput- 
ed  to  the  art  and  labour  of  his  Syrian  allies.  Yet 
the  siege  was  protracted  to  seven  months ;  and 
the  rash  invaders  were  encompassed  and  threat- 
ened l^  the  inundation  of  the  Nile:*  Their  last 
assault  was  bold  and  successful ;  they  passed  the 
ditch,  which  had  been  fortified  with  iron  spikes, 
applied  their  scaling-ladders,  entered  the  fortress 
with  the  shout  of  **  God  is  victorious  !"  and  drove 
the  remnant  of  the  Greeks  to  their  boats,  and  the 
isle  of  Rouda.  The  spot  was  afterwards  recom* 
mended  to  the  conqu«"or  by  the  easy  communi- 
cation with  the  gulf  and  the  peninsula  of  Arabia : 

.  *  These  rai-e  abd  curioiw  fect»,  the  breftdtfa  (8546  l«et>  and  th€ 
biidge  of  the  Nile,  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  Danish  traveller  aod 
:tlie  Ntiliiitn  geo«nif^er,  (p.  96). 

^  From  the  raonthi>f  April,  the  Nile  begine impeiceptibly  to  rise: 
the  aweU  becdnies  stroag  and  visible  >iii  the  moon  after  the  ammner 
aolQtiee,  (Plin.  Hbt.  NaU  v,  10)  and  »  iiaualty  .pmclaimed  at  Cain 
•on  St.  Peter^  day,  (June  39).  A  register  of  thirty  successive  yean 
.«n«rks  the  greatest  height  of  the  filters  between  July  25  add  Angast 
W»  (MaUlett  Description  de  I'figypt,  lettreiu,.  p.  67,  «cc  PocociV 
'  Description  of  the  East,  vol  i»  ]».  £00.    Sbatr'a  TnwBis,  p,  383). 
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the  remains  of  Memj^is  were  deserted;  tiie  chap. 
tents  of  the  Arabs  were  converted  into  perma^  ^^hll^x^ 
&ent  habitations:  and  the  first  tnoisch  was  blessed 
by  the  presence  of  fourscore  companions  of  Ma- 
homet."* A  new  city  arose  in  their  canip  on  the 
eastward  bi^k  of  the  Nile ;  and  the  contignous 
quarters  of  Babylon  «ul  Fostat  are  confounded 
in  their  present  decay  by  the  appellatson  of  old 
MisTdh  or  Cairo,  of  which  they  foTm  an  exten- 
sive suburb.  But  the  name  of  Cairo,  the  town 
of  victoty,  more  strictly  belongs  to  the  toodem 
capital,  which  was  founded  in  Hie  tenth  century 
by  the  Fatimite  caliphs."  It  has  gradually  re- 
ceded from  tbe  river,  but  the  continuity  of  builds 
ings  may  be  traced  by  an  attentive  eye  from  the 
monuments-  of  Sesostris  to  those  of  Saladin.*" 

Vet  the  Ambs,  after  a  glorious  and  profitable  3^^^^^**^ 
enterprise,  must  have  retreated  to  the  desert,  had  of  the 
they  not  found  a  powerful  alliance  in  the  heart  of  jacowtJs, 
the  country.    The  rapid  conquest  of  Alexander  ^-  ^-  ^^^ 

"  Murtadi,  Merveittes  de  TEgypte,  24-3*259.  He  expatiates  on 
the  subject  with  the  zeal  and  minuteness  of  a  citizen  and  a  bigot,  adS 
lus  local  traditions  have  a  strong  air  of  truth  and  accuracy. 

""  D^Herbelot,  Bibnothe<)ue  Orientale,  p.  233. 

•  The  position  of  New  and  of  Old  Cairo  is  well-  known,  and  hasr 
been  often  described.  Two  wrStert  who  were  ifitimaiely  acquainted 
with  andent  and  modcvn  Egypt,  have  fixed,  after  a  learned  inqoiry,, 
the  city  of  Memphis  at  Giteh,  directly  opposite  the  Old  Cairo,  (Si- 
ctrd,  Nouveaux  Memoires  des  Missions  du  Levant,  torn,  vi,  p.  5,  &. 
Shaw's  Observations  and  Travels,  p.  296-304).  Yet' we  may  not  dis- 
regard the  authority  or  the  arguments  of  Pocock,  (vol.  i,  p.  25-41) ;. 
Niebuhr,  (Voyage,  torn,  i,  p.  7'J'-106),  and,  above  all,  of  d'Anvillc, 
[Description  de  TEgypte,  p.  Ill,  112, 130-149),  who  have  removed 
Memphis  towards  the  village  of  Mohannah,  son^e  miles  farther  to  the 
jouth.  In  their  heat,  the  disputants  have  forgot  that  the  ample  spacss 
>f  a  metropolis  covers  and  anhihilates  the  fer  greater  pari  of  the  con^ 
roversy. 
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CHAP,  was  assisted  by  the  superstition  and  revolt  of  die 
natives ;  the j  abhorred  their  Persian  oppressors, 
the  disciples  of  the  Magi,  who  had  burnt  the 
temples  of  Egypt,  and  feasted  with  sacrilegious 
appetite  on  the  flesh  of  the  god  Apis.^  After 
a  period  of  ten  centuries  the  same  revolution  was 
renewed  by  a  similar  cause ;  and  in  the  support 
of  an  incomprehensible  creed,  the  zeal  of  the 
Coptic  Christians  was  equally  ardent.  I  have  al- 
ready explained  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
Monopfaysite  controversy,  and  the  persecution  of 
the  enq>erors^  which  converted  a  sect  into  a  na- 
tion, and  alienated  Egypt  from  their  religion  and 
government;  The  Saracens  were  received  as  the 
deliverers  of  the  Jacobite  church  ;  and  a  secret 
and  effectual  treaty  was  opened  during  the  siege 
of  Memphis  between  a  victorious  army  and  a 
people  of  slaves.  A  rich  and  noble  Egjrptian,  of 
the  name  of  Mokawkas,  had  dissembled  his  faith 
to  obtain  the  adminbtration  of  his  province:  in 
the  disorders  of  the  Persian  war  he  aspired  to 
independence :  the  embassy  of  Mahomet  ranked 
him  among  princes ;  but  he  declined,  with  rich 
gifts  and  ambiguous  compliments,  the  pro- 
posal of  a  new,  religion.**  The  abuse  of  bis 
trust  exposed  him  to  the  resentment  of  Hera- 

T  Sec  Herodotus,  1.  Hi,  c.  27,  28,  29;  -filian.  Hist.  Var.I.  iv.c8} 
Foidas  in  ax«u  torn,  ii,  p.  774> ;  Diodor.  Sicul.  torn,  ii,  I.  3Lvii,  p> 
197,  edit.  Wesseling.  T*rf  nf^r*r»  n^tfinxwrn  uf  r«  ii^«,  sayS  the  bst 
of  these  historians. 

*!  Mokawkas  sent  the  prophet  two  Coptic  damsels,  with  twoioaida% 
and  one  eunuch,  an  alabaster  vase,  an  ingot  of  pure  gold,  oilf  ^ 
ney,  and  the  finest  white  linen  of  Egypt,  with  an  horse,  a  mole,  u<l 
an  ass,  distinguished  by  their  respective  qualificdtions.    The  embassj 
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jdiw;  his  svilmwim  W^  fjplay^d  hf  awiogfiice  g  h  ap. 

ap4  fiear ;  s^xd  his  cpnscieiw^  «^99  prompM  by  in- . 

ter^t  to  t|^*ow  himself  on  the  favqur  of  the  j^g- 

tion  Mjdgtfce  supppRt  pf  tfce  §)ijraceB^.  ?p  his  ^wf^ 

confer^ppe  wiffc  A«MPqv»  bie  heflf <J  witJ^ut  W4^gr 

njMtioa  thp  usii4  pptian  of  .the  £.oroii,  tJje  tpi^ut^, 

or  the  swppd.  «f  TheXJtreieks/'  rjepj^pd  jy^okiiwj^as, 

'*  are  4i£terjqai2fed  jtQ  abide  the  fi^t/erminatipjli  pf 

'*  t^  sword ;  but  ^ith  the  Greis^  I  desire  w 

"  cpninmi|ion,jeither  in  this  ifor}4  of  Jia  ^he  pejU;, 

**  w4  I  atyure  for  eyer  tb/e  By^^tine  ijr^nU 

''  hi3  synod  of  Chajmjlo^,  apd  bi(3  Melchite  slaves. 

«  For  i»yse}f  and  my  brethren,  WfB  are  resolyed  to 

''  liye  ;and  di^  i^  jthe  profess^n  of  the  gospe)  a^d 

«  MAfcty  of  Chr^t.  It  is  jropossibk  for  us  %q  em- 

«  bf ^ce  iff0  reypl^tipn^  ^f  yqifj:  prppliet ;  b^it  wp 

*'  3f^  |d^s|)^us  ^{ne^pe^^nd  chcieirfiiUy  sji^bmit^ 

''  p^y  trlsbttte  »nd  dbe^ienqe  ^o  his  teinpo^i^l  ^uc- 

**  ces^c^s."    The  tribjifte  jvas  ^soe^tainef)  at  tyfo 

piecje§  ja{  gold  for  t^  he^d  of  every  Christiai^; 

b^it  f^dsf^en,  ifxoii^s,yfromen,wd  Jt^ji^rmf  ^f  bpt^ 

sexes^  ijpdejrsixlteei^  ye^f  of  age,  w^^e  e:^mpted 

tfoast  this  person^  d^?sfn^ ;  the  C!opt$  above 

aad  be^ow  Memphi?  swf^  all^i^^lce  to  ,the  f;^- 

Jfph,  and  promised  an  hospitable  «^t€^i:|ainin«;iit 

o£  three  da>)s  to  eyery  JVJiiiiiji^s^biian  ,who  shou\d 

travel  through  their  country.     By  this  charter 

of  security,  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  tyranny 

of  4)ie  MieJichites  ^^^fstrpyf^d :'  the  anj^themas 

of  ^94»avi9t  W9»  d^paiffhtii  'from  Mi^n  in  tht  fleveoth  }c«»r  of  .ttie 
Hen^ira,  (A.  D.  628).   S«e  Gagnier,  (Viede  Mahomet,  torn,  ii,  p.  2^5, 

tvusted  by  Hqi9C||U|«p^  Urn  Pfifcrlwcb  ,Cjr/itf »  (TheophMi.4^.^fiO,  SSi), 
VOL.  IX.  Ff  ••!« 
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CHAP,  of  St.  Cjrril  were  thundered  from  every  pulpit; 
««««!lL%«  ^^d  the  sacred  edifices,  with  the  patrimony  of 
the  fchurch,  were  restored  to  the  national  com- 
munion of  the  Jacobites,  who  enjoyed  without 
moderation  the  moment  of  triumph  and  revenge. 
At  the  pressing  summons  of  Amrou,  their  patri- 
arch Benjamin  emerged*  from  his  desert  ;  and 
after  the  first  interview,  the  courteous  Arab  af- 
fected to  declare,  that  be  had  never  conversed 
with  a  Christian  priest  of  more  innocent  man- 
ners and  a  more  venerable  aspect/  In  the  march 
from  Memphis  to  Alexandria  the  lieutenant  of 
Omar  intrusted  his  safety  to  the  zeal  and  grati- 
tude of  the  Egyptians :  the  roads  and  bridges 
were  diligently  repaired ;  and  in  every  step  of 
his  progress,  he  could  depend  on  a  constant  sup- 
ply of  provisions  and  intelligence.  The  Greeks 
of  Egypt,  whose  numbers  could  scarcely  equal  a 
tenth  of  thb  natives,  were  overwhelmed  by  the 
'  universal  defection  ;  they  had  ever  been  hated, 
they  were  no  longer  feared :  the  magistrate  fled 
from  his  tribunal,  the  bishop  from  his  altar ;  and 
the  distant  garrisons  were  surprised  or  starved 
by  the  surrounding  multitudes.  Had  not  the 
Nile  afforded  a  safe  and  ready  conveyance  to 
the  sea,  not  an  individual  could  have  escaped, 

•<  In  Spain,**  t^id  Jamea  II,  **  do  you  not  consult  your  priesta  ?**  "  We 
*<  do/*  replied  the  catholic  ambassador,  **  and  our  affairs  succeed  ac< 
<*  cordlngly.'*  I  know  not  how  to  relate  the  pbuia  of  Cyrus,  of  pay-  | 
Ing  tribute  without  impairing  the  revenue,  and  of  converting  Omac 
by  bis  marriage  with  the  emperor's  daughter,  (Nicephor.  Brevlar.  p. 
.  17,  18). 

■  See  the  life  of  Benjamin,  in  Renaudot,  (Hist.  Patriarch.  Aleidrin. 
p*  15$-.!  72),  who  has  enriched  the  conquest  of  Egypt  with  aooie  fiK9 
frqm  the  Arabic  text  of  Severus  the  Jacobite  hirtoriaiK 
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who,  by  birth,  or  language,  or  office,  or  religion, 
was  ccmnected  with  their  odious  name. 

By  the  retreat  df  the  Greeks  from  the  pro*  siegeand 
vinces  of  Upper  Egypt,  a  considerable  force  was  ^^^ 
collected  in  the  island  of  Delta :  the  natural  and  ^^^ 
artificial  channels  of  the  Nile  affoi'ded  a  succes« 
sion  of  strong  and  defensible  posts ;  and  the  road 
to  Alexandria  was  laboriously  cleared  by  the 
victory  of  the  Saracens  in  two  and  twenty  days 
of  general  or  partial  combat.    In  their  annals  of 
conquest,  the  siege  of  Alexandria^  is  perhaps  the 
most  arduous  and  important  enterprise.     The 
first  trading  city  in  the  world  was  abundantly 
replenis&ed  with  the  means  of  subsistence  and 
defence.     Her  numerous  inhabitants  fought  fior 
the  dearest  of  human  rights,  religion  and  pro- 
perty ;  and  the  enmity  of  thiB  natives  seemed  to 
exclude  them  from  the  common  benefit  of  peace 
and  toleration.    The  sea  was  continually  open ; 
and  if  Heraclius  had  been  awake  to  the  public 
distress,  fresh  armies  of  Romans  and  barbarians 
might  have  been  poured  into  the  harbour  to 
save  the  second  capital  of  the  empire.     A  cir- 
cumference of  ten  miles  would  have  scattered 
the  forces  of  the  Greeks,  and  favoured  the  strata- 
|;ems  of  an  active  enemy ;  but  the  two  sides  of 
in  oblong  square  were  covered  by  the  sea  and 
ihe  lake  Maraeotis,  and  each  of  the  narrow 

^  The  local  description  of  Alexandria  is  perfectly  ascertained  by  the 
Mater  hand  of  the  first  of  geographers,  (d*Anville,  Memoire  sur 
^gypte,  p.  52-63) ;  but  we  may  borrow  the  eyes  of  the  modern  tra« 
fliers,  more  especially  of  Thevenot,  (Voyage  au  Levant,  part  i,  p. 
Sl-395),  Pocock,  (vol.  i,  p.  2-13),  and  Niebuhr,  (Voyage  en  Arable, 
■n.  i,  p.  34-48).  Of  thf  two  modem  rivals,  Savary  aad  Voltitey, 
It  one  may  ainufe,  the  other  wiU  instruct. 

Ff2 
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CHAP,    ends  exposed  a  front  of  no* more  tiiaa  teb  fiw- 
'•'•      longs.  TbeeffortBoftheArtbs\»ewnotiBade^ 
*"***"  quate  lb  the  difflailty  of  the  attempt  and  the 
value  of  the  prtee.  From  the  thnme  df  Mttfina, 
the  feyes  of  Omar  we^e  fixed  on  the  caiip  *nd 
«ity :  hU  ^rwce  excited  to  araw  the  Anibito  trUw 
and  the  veteran*  of  Syria;  and  the  mterikrfaa 
holy  war  was  recommended  by  the  pecatiaf  feme 
and  fertility  o£  Egypt.    Anxious  for.  the  niin  w 
expulsion  of  their  tyrants»  thefeithftil  natives  de- 
voted their  labOOTB  to  the  servfce  of  Afturea*.  boiub 
»ark&of  martial  spirit  wtere  pbriiap*  rekindled  by 
the  eSiampieof  their  allies;  andthesaaguinehopes 
i)f»fokawkashadfixedhissepuldireiii  tfcechurdi 
flf  St.  John  Of  AlMtandria*    Entychlns  the  patri- 
arch observes,  that  the  Sawwens  fought  ^th  the 
courage  of  Mons;  they  neptiteed  tbeftequent  and 
abaost  d^ly  sallies  (tf  the  besiege*  and  »on  as- 
saulted in  their  turn  the  walls  and  wtnsies  of  the 
city.    In  every  attack:,  the  «#ordvth«  hfftnner  of 
Amrou,  glittered  in  the  van  of  the  Modems.  On 
a  n«MO»«ble  day»  he  w»  betrayed  by  Ms  hqwu- 
dent  vakmr :  his  followers  who  had  lenteWed  the 
dtadd  were  driven  back ;  and  thfe  g«MM>ml,  with 
a  ftteod  aad  a  steve,  remained  a  prisoner  to  th& 
hands  of  the  Christians.  When  AmwM  xr«  cob- 
d»cted  brfore  the  prefect,  he  ventttfil^iered  his 
/dignity  and  forgot  Ms  8it«alio»;  a  lofty  Ameas- 
our,  and  resolute  langu^e,  revealed  the  lieute- 
nant of  the  caliph,  and  the  battle-axe  of  a  soldier 
was  ah«idy  wased  to  strike  off  the  fcead  of  the 
jiudacious  captive,  ttis  lifewas  saved  by  Uie  reaJi- 
Aess  of  his  slave,  who  instantly  gave  kis  master 
a  blow  on  the  face,  and  wmmanded  him,  iwrith !» 
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angry  torn,  to  bo  sUetit  ia  the  pre^ep^e  of  hi»  «u-  c  h  a  p. 


perioFK.    The  cr^uloiis  Grwk  wa?  deoeiye^ ;  ^^^^^.^^ 


he  listened  tQ  tb?  offer  of  a  tr^^ty,  n^d  kh 
prisoners  were  dismisised  in  the  hope  of  a  mor^ 
respectable  embas^jt  tUJ  the  joyfui  accjftroations 
of  the  camp  annoiioced  t^  reburo  of  their  gemtr 
ah  and  iasulted  the  foHy  of  the  infidels.  At 
length,  after  a  si^e  of  fourtew  mpntb^/  and  the 
loss  of  three  and  tiventy  thons^d  men,  (be  Sa- 
racens preratied :  th^  Greeks  embf^ked  their  d^- 
{Mrited  and  diminbbed  numbers^  land  the  standr 
ard  of  Mahomet  wm  pimted  on  t¥?  ^^}s  of 
the  tafitol  of  ^ypt-  '*  I  h^ive  tajijpn,"  said 
Ainnm  to  the  caUpji^  **  th^  great  city  of  tbe 
'<  Wert.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  enumerate 
<^  the  variety  of  U^s  riches  and  benpty ;  and  I  sbal) 
^^  content  myself  with  tclj^i^enmg,  that  it  obtains 
'^  four  thoufiaiid  psls^s^  four  thousand  baths^ 
^^  four  Ji^ndrad  tibeatres  or  fifties  of  amusement^ 
^<  twdve  thoiiaa,nd  sliops  for  tbe  sale  of  vege- 
*^  taUe  load,  and  forty  thousand  tributary  Jews. 
''  The  town  has  been  subdued  by  force  of  arniSi 
«<  without  treaty  or  capituifltion».ai¥l  the  Moslems 
*^  are  dsspatMOfd;  to  seize  th^  fTuits  of  theJir  vie- 
«•  tary-"^  ^    The  oonmander  xrf  the  f^tbful  rc- 

«  Both  ISutydiius  (Annal.  torn.  1i,  |>.  Sll^)  and  fitmaein  <Hi8t  fia* 
i-aeoB.  1^  m>  a>iM»r 'i«aslliStlveMUigiQfr  Ai^PM^ 
near  nwni  of  ^hiMcrjUa  «f.the  tweo^eth  je^r  ctf  Ihc  He^ra,  (DecMn- 
Wr  2i,  A.  D.  640).  In  reckoning  backwards  fourteen  months  spent 
before  Alexandria,  seven  months  before  Babylon,  tu:*  Amrou  might 
have  invaded  £g7pt  about  the  end  of  the  year  ^38 :  but  we  are  assured 
that  be  entered  the  country  the  lIHh'of  Bayni,  €th  of  June,  (Murta^, 
MervtffHes  de  rCgypte,  p.  ItSli.  'Severus,  apud  ^enaodot,  p.  i6^« 
The  Saracen,  and  afterwards  Lewis  I  Xofi'rance,  halted  at  Pdusium, 
.or  T>axmetta,  during  the  season  of  the  inundation  of  the  'Nile. 

X  Entyeh.  Anna]«  torn,  ii,  p.  816,  319. 

F  f  8 
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CHAP,  jected  witii  firmness  the  idea  of  piEage,  and  di- 

^''      rected  his  lieutenant  to  reserve  the  wedth  and 

-k% 

revenue  of  Alexandria  for  the  puUic  service  and 
the  propagation  of  the  faith:  the'  inhabitants 
were  numbered ;  a  tribute  was  imposed ;  the  zeal 
and  resentment  of  the  Jacobites  were  curbed, 
and  the  Melchites  who  submitted  to  the  Arabian 
yoke,  were  indulged  in  the  obscure  but  tranquil 
exercise  of  their  worship.  The  intelligence  of 
this  disgraceful  and  calamitous  event  .afflicted 
the  declining  health  of  the  emperor ;  and  Hera- 
clius  died  of  a  dropsy  about  seven  weeks  after  the 
loss  of  Alexandria/  Under  the  minority  of  his 
grandson,  the  clamours  of  a  people,  derived  of 
their  daily  sustenance,  compelled^  the  Byzantioe 
icourt  to  undertake  th6  recovery  of  the  ca^ntal  of 
Egypt.  In  the  space  of  four  years,  the  haibour 
and  fortifications  of  Alexandria  were  twice  occu- 
pied by  a  fleet  and  army  of  Romans.  They  were 
twice  expelled  by  the  valour  of  Amrou,  who  was 
recalled  by  the  domestic  peril  from  the  distant 
wars  of  Tripoli  ttnd  Nubia.  But  the  facility  of 
the  attempt,  the  repetition  of  tbeinsult,  and  the 
obstinacy  of  the  resistance^provokedhim  taswear, 
that  if  a  third  time  he  drove  the  infidels  into  the 
sea,  he  would  render  Alexandria  as  accessible  on 
all  sides  as  the  house  of  a  prostitute.  Faithful  to 
his  promise,  he  dismantled  several  parts  of  the 

1  Notwithstanding  some  inconsistencies  of  Theophanes  and  Ce- 
drenus,  the  accuracy  of  Pagi  (Critica,  torn,  ii,  p.  824). has  extracted 
from  Nicephorus  and  the  Cfaronicon  Orientale  the  true  date  of  H^ 
death  of  Heracliu3,  February  11,  A.  D.  641,  fifty  days  after  the  lost 
of  Alexandria.  A  fourth  of  that  time  was  sufficient  to  convey  the  in- 
lelligence. 
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walls  and  towers,  but  the  people  was  spared  m  the  chap. 
chastisement  of  the  city,  and  the  mosch  of  ifeferoy  ^J^^^ 
was  erected  on  the  spot  where  the  victorious 
general  had  stopped  the  fury  of  his  troops. 

I  should  deceive  the  expectation  of  the  reader,  Th«  aicx- 
if  I  passed  in  silence  the  fate  of  the  Alexandrian  ubrary. 
library,  as  it  is  described  by  the  learned  AbuU 
pharagius.  The  spirit  of  Amrou  was  more  curious 
and  liberal  than  that  of.  his  brethren,  and  in  his 
leisure  hours,  the  Arabian  chief  was  pleased  with 
the  conversation  of  John,  the  last  disciple  of  Am- 
monius^  and  who  derived  the  surname  of  Phib^ 
pmus  from  his  laborious  studies  of  grammar  and 
philosophy/  Emboldened  by  this  familiar  inter- 
course, Philoponus  presumed  to  solicit  a  gift,  in- 
estimable in  fii^  opinion,  contemptible  in  that  of 
the  barbarians ;  the  royal  library,  which  alone, 
among  the  spoils  of  Alexandria,  had  not  been  ap- 
propriated by  the  visit  and  the  seal  of  the  con- 
queror. Amrou  was  inclined  to  gratify  the  wish 
of  the  grammarian,  but  his  rigid  integrity  refused 
to  alienate  the  minutest  object  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  caliph  ;  and  the  well-known  an-r 
swer  of  Omar  was  inspired  by  the  ignorance  of 
a  fanatic.  "  If  these  writings  of  the  Greeks 
"  agree  with  the  book  of  God,  they  are  useless 
"  and  need  not  be  preserved :  if  they  disagree, 

*  Many  treatises  of  this  lover  of  labour  {^tXifva)  are  still  extant  ; 
but  for  readers  of  the  present  age,  the  printed  and  unpublished  are 
nearly  in  the  same  predicament.  Moses  and  Aristotle  are  the  chief 
objects  of  his  verbose  commentaries,  one  of  which  is  dated  as  early  as 
May  10,  A.  D.  61T,  (Fabric  Bibliot.  Graec.  torn,  ix,  p.  458-468).  A 
modem,  <John  Le  Clerk),  who  sometimes  assigned  the  same  name, 
^as  equal  to  old  Philoponus  in  diligence,  and  far  superior  in  good 
sense  and  real  knowled|pe. 


^%^%%^V»iV» 
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CHAP.  «  th6f  are  pernicious  and  oiight  to  be  destfojred." 
^'-  .  I'he  sentence  was  executed  #ith  bihid  dbedi«!ce  i 
the  vdllifties  of  paper  or  barchmfeht  were  fliiSlri. 
buted  to  the  four  thousand  b«tths  df  the  titjr«  AM 
such  was  their  incredible  iritiltittldfe  Ibdl  six 
months  were  barely  suificreht  tbt  the  cdfisunip* 
libtt  of  thid  precious  fuel.  Slilcte  the  Dybaiiies  of 
Abulphdtaglus*  have  been  ^ren.lo  the  tHWW  hi 
a  Latin  version,  the  tafe  has  been  repeatedly 
transcribed;  and  everjr  scholar,  With  ^lottalhd}^- 
hation,  has  de^jlored  the  irrep^H-able  shiptWefei  of 
the  learning,  the  arts,  and  the  g:cnius,  of  aotitjiillr. 
iFor  my  own  paf  t,  I  am  strongly  teitttited  to  deny 
both  the  fact  ahd  the  conseqiietlces.  The  feet  is 
indeed  marvellous.  **  Read  and  Irortdelr  f^  ^ys 
the  historian  himself:  artd  the  solitar)^  re^ymt  of  a 
.  strahgefWhowi-ble  at  the  end  ctf  six  huh^^trt^d years 
on  the  confines  of  Media,  is  oVerbalati*ed  by  the 
sllebce  of  tWd  ahnaliists  ot'  a  more  early  daltfe,  both 
Christians,  both  natives  of  Egypt,  ahd  the  most 
ancient  of  whbhi,  the  patriarch  JEutythi«s,  has 
•amply  described  the  cetaqu'est  of  Mexartdria.*' 
The  rigid  sehtehce  of  Omar  is  repugnant  to  the 
sound  and  orthodok  ptecepl  ofthe  Mabotnetan ca- 
suists :  they  expressly  declare,  that  the  r^gious 
books  of  the  ^ews  ahd  Christians,  which  are  ao 

■  Abulpharag.  Djna^.  p.  114,  vers.  Poc^ck.  Audi  quid  factum  sit 
ft  mirare.  It  .would  be  endless  to  enumerate  the  moderns  who  have 
wondered  and  believed,  but  I  may  distinguish  with  honour  the  rational 
scepticiam  of  Renaudot,  (Hist.  Alex.  Patriarch,  p.  170) :  histdtia . . .  • 
habet  idiquid  uwtrn  ut  Arabibus  familiax^  est. 

^  This  curioBfr  anecdote  will  be  vainly  sought  ifi  the  asmals  of  ^s- 
tychitts  and  the  Saracenic  history  of  Elmacin.  The  silence  of  Abnl- 
feda,  Murtadi,  and  a  crowd  of  Mbalems,  is  less  conchx^ive  from  tk«u: 
ignorance  of  Christian  literature.  ' 
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qUir^  by  th€  ri^h t  Of  W&t,  should  ttfeter  be  coin-  chap. 
ttiitted  tb  the  flattie^;  And  that  the  works  of  ^  Jj';^^ 
prbfahfe  sd^n<ie,  historians  or  poets,  physicians 
or  phllosDphfefs,  may  be  lawfully  applied  to  the 
ilse  of  the  faithftil.''  A  more  destructive  zeal 
may  perhaps  be  attributed  to  the  first  success* 
ors  df  Miih^niet  :  yet  in  this  instance,  the 
coilfl^ation  would  have  speedily  expired  in 
th^  defi^letocy  of  materials.  I  Shall  not  reca- 
pi%tlld'te  the  disasters  t)f  the  Alexandrian  li- 
brary,  the  involuntary  flame  that  was  kindled 
hy  Ctesar  in  his  owh  defence,'*  or  the  mischie- 
vous bigotry  of  the  Christians  who  studied  to  de- 
stlroy  th6  monuments  of  idolatry.^  But  if  we 
griidihally  desceiid  from  the  age  of  the  Antonines 
to  that  bf  The^osius,  we  shall  learn  from  a  chain 
of  cbB%6^p<^Piary  witkiesses,  tbW  the  t-oyal  palaee 
and  the  tenipte  of  Serapis  fto  longer  contained  the 
fouf,  o^  thei^ten,  hundred  thousand  volumes, 
which  had  beten  assiembled  by  the  curiosity  and 
m^giifficen^e  of  the  Ptolemies/    Perhaps  the 

*  S«e  Aelimd,  d^  Juro  Miliar!  MohammecUuiorum,  in  his  iiid  vo« 
luxnc  of  Dissertations,  p.  37.  The  reason  for  not  burning  the  religi- 
ous books  of  the  ^#w*  eft  ChriMlans,  is  derived  from  the  respect  that 
is  dae  to  the  name  df  Ood, 

*  Consult  the  collections  of  Frensheim  (Supplement.  Livian.  c.  12, 
43)  and  Ueher,  <AnnaI.  p.  469).  Livy  himself  had  styled  tlie  Alex- 
andrian library,  elegantise  regum  curaeque  ^regium  opus ;  a  libenil 
encomiuiB,  for  whkh  he  is  pertly  criticised  by  the  narrow  stoicism  o4 
Seneca,  (De  TraiuiuiUit^ttt  Animi,  c  9),  wfaoM  wisdom,  on  this  occa* 
sion*  deviates  into  nonsense. 

*  ^ee  this  History,  voL  v,  p.  111. 

'  Aulus  Gellius,  (Nocte«  Atticse,  vi,  17),  Ammianus  MaKellinus, 
(xziif  Hk  and  Qrosiua,  (L  vi,  c  1^).  They  tili  speak  in  the  pmtt 
teaae,  and  the  words  of  Ammianus  axe  remarkably  strong:  ftierunt 
Btbliothecse  ianumerahilea ;  et  loquitur  monpimcntoram  vcterum-con- 
^ijaens  fides,  &c. 
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CHAP,  church  tmd  seat  of  the  patriarchs  mi^t  be  eH^ 
.hlX*^  ricbed  with  a  repository  of  books ;  but  if  the 
ponderous  mass  of  Arian  and  Monoj^iysite  con- 
troversy were  indeed  consumed  in  the  public 
baths/  a  philosopher  may  allow,  with  a  smile, 
that  it  was  ultimately  devoted  to  the  beaefit  of 
mankind.  I  sincerely  regret  the  mc^-e  valuable 
libraries  which  have  been  involved  in  the  ruin 
of  the  Roman  empire ;  but  when  I  seriously  com- 
pute the  lapse  of  ages,  the  waste  of  ignorance, 
and  the  calamities  of  war,  our  treasures,  rather 
than  our  losses,  are  the  object  of  my  surprise. 
Many  curious  and  interesting  facts  are  buried  in 
oblivion;  the  three  great  historians  of  Rome 
have  been  transmitted  to  otir  hands  in  a  muti- 
lated state,  and  we  are  deprived  of  many  pleas- 
ing compositions  of  the  lyric,  iambic,  and  dra- 
matic poetry  of  the  Greeks.  Yet  we  should  grate- 
fully remember,  that  the  mischances  of  time  and 
acc|denjt  have  spared  the  classic  works  to  which 
the  suffrage  of  antiquity^  had  adjudged  the  first 
place  of  genius  and  glory :  the  teachers  of  an- 
cient knowledge,  who^re  still  extant,  hadperused 
and  compared  the  writings  of  their  predecessors;* 
nor  can  it  fairly  be  presumed  that  any  inqport- 

*  Renaudot  answers  for  versions  of  the  Bible,  Hexapla  Caimm 
Patrum,  Commentaries,  &c.  (p.  170).  Our  Alexandrian  MS.  if  It  cane 
fromEgjpt,  and  not  from  CbnsUntJnople,  or  mount  Athos,  (Wcctein, 
Prnlegom.  ad  N.  T.  p.  8,  &€.)*  might  ponih^  be«etnong  them. 

^  I  have  often  perused  with  pleasure  a  chapter  of  Quintilian,  (lo* 
stitut.  Orator,  x,  i),  in  which  that  jadiclbns  critie  entimerates  and 
fippretiates  the  series  of  Greek  aiad  Latin  clasaict. 

*  Such  as  Galen,  Pliny,  Aristotle,  ftc.  On  this  sobjecC  Wotten 
(Reflections  on  ancient  and  modem  Learning,  p.  S5-95)  ar^goes  with 
solid  sense,  'against  the  lively  exotic  fancies  of  Sir  WUIiom  Temple. 

The 
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i?nt  (rujth,  imy  useful  discovery  in  art  w  nature,   chap, 
has  been  snatched  away  from  tlie  curiosity  of  ^J^ll^^^ 
piodern  ages. 

In  the  adfninistration  of  Egypt,^  Amrou  ba«  Admini- 
lanced  the  demaiids  of  justice  and  policy ;  the  ^^u  ^^ 
jLntertest  of  the  people  of  the  l^w,  who  were  dcr 
fended  by  Gk)d;  and  of  the  people  of  the  aUi-^. 
9nc^f  who  were  protected  by  man.  In  the  re^ 
cent  tumult  of  conquest  and,  deliverance,  thf 
tongue  of  the  Copts  and  the  sword  of  the  Arab^ 
were  most  adverse  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  pro* 
yince.  To  the  former,  Amrou  declared,  that 
faction  and  fipilsebood  would  be  doubly  chastised ; 
by  the  publishment  of  the  accusers,  whom  he 
should  detest  as  his  personal  enemies,  and  by 
the  promotion  of  their  innocent  brethren,  whom 
l^heir  envy  had  laboured  to  injure  and  supplant. 
He  excited  the  latter  by  the  motives  of  religion 
and  honour  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  their  char  ^ 
racter,  to  endear  themselves  by  a  modest  and 
temperate  conduct  to  God  and  the  caliph,  to 
spare  find  protect  a  people  who  had  trusted  to 
their  faith,  and  to  content  themselves  with  the  le- 
g^itimate  ^id  splendid  rewards  of  their  victory.  In 
the  management  of  the  revenue  he  disapproved  the 
simple  but  oppressive  mode  of  a  capitation,  and 
preferred  with  reason  a  proportion  of  taxes,  de- 

The  contempt  of  the  Greeks  for  barharie  science,  would  scarcely 
admit  the  Indian  or  Ethiopic  books  into  the  library,  of  Alexandria ; 
nor  is  it  proved  tha>  philosophy  has  sustained  any  reaMoss  from  their 
exclusion. ' 

k  This  tfurious  and  authentic  intelligence  of  Murtadi  <p.  284-989) 
has  not  been  diocoyered  either  by  Mr.  Ockley,  or  by  the  self-puptieqt 
coinpUers  of  the  Modern  Universal  Histoi^. 
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CHAP,  ducted  OH  every  branch  from  the  clear  pc(AtH  of 
^'-  afiriculturc  and  commerce.  A  third  part  of  the 
tribute  was  appropriated  to  the  annual  repairs  of 
the  dikes  and  canals,  so  essential  to  the  public 
welfare.  Under  his  administration  the  fertility 
of  Egypt  supplied  the  dearth  of  Arabia ;  and  a 
string  of  camels,  laden  with  corn  and  provisiras, 
covered  almost  without  an  interval  the  kmg  road 
from  Memphis  to  Medina.*  But  the  genius  of 
Amrou  soon  renewed  the  maritime  commu&ica- 
lion  which  had  been  attempted  or  achieved  by 
the  Pharaohs,  the  Ptolemies,  orHhe  Caesars; 
and  a  canal,  at  least  eighty  miles  in  length)  was 
opened  from  the  Nile  to  the  Red  Sea.  This  in- 
land navigation,  which  would  have  joined  tlie 
Mediterranean  and  the  Imtian  oceasi,  was  soon 
discontinued  as  useless  and  dangtsrous  :  the 
throne  was  removed  from  Bte<fina  to  DaonaiKnis ; 
nnd  the  Grecian  fleets  might  have  ex^ored  a 
passage  to  the  holy  cities  of  Arabia  * 
fnd  **'  u  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  conquest,  the  caliph  Omar  bad  an 
lousncss.  imperfect  fcnowledge  from  the  voice  of  faftoe  and 
the  legefids  of  the  Koran .  ffe  requested  that  his 
itentenan  t  wotiH  place  before  hfe  eyes  *fce  realm  of 
Pharaoh  and  the  Amaldkites ;  and  (lie  answer  <tf 
Amrou  exhibits  a  lively  and  not  un£»ithfiil  ^ctui^ 

'  Eutjc^iM.  Anna],  torn,  ii,  p.  320.  Elmacin.  Hist.  Saraceiu 
P.S5. 

"■  OaHnmseobteurc  Ginab»  the  reader  may  tiy  ito  ,«atinfy  ^fmpjiif  iinnm 
d*AiMriUcu  (Mem.  nkr  l^^pte,  p.  lOS-llQ,  ISA,  IBI^  And  a  teamed 
thesis  maintained  and  printed  at  Strasburg  in  the  year  1770,  ^w^tn- 
'dBttua  luafiida  ^ni^iorum^ue  noUmiB^,  :|i.  30-47,  -68-40).  Even 
1^  iMnpiife  Turks  /have  ^fhaiad  Ibeiold  iw^cat^  jokiiqg  $iMttwe»aeah 
(Memoires  du  Baron  <de  TaU,  toin^  2\> 
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of  that  $ingolar  cinkntry/'    '*  O  qomiAander  of   chap. 

*^  the  faithfuls  Egypt  is  a  compouiid  of  black  ^arth  ^^ 

'^  and  green  plants^  betv^een  a  pulverized  moun- 

"  twn  and  a  red  sand.   The  distance  from  Syenc 

<^  to  the  sea  i3  a  month's  journey  for  an  horse* 

"  mah.    Along  the  valley  descends  a  river,  on 

<<  which  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High  reposes 

*^  both  in  the  evening  and  morning,  and  which 

<<  rises  and  falls  with  the  revoluti^s  of  the  sub 

^'  and  moon.    When  the  annual  dispensation  of 

*^  providence  unlocks  the  springs  and  fountains 

^^  thBt  nourish  the  earth»  the  Nile  rolls  his  swdi- 

^*  ing  and  soundUig  waters  through  the  realm  of 

'^  Egypt :  the  fields  are  overspread  by  the  sab^ 

''.  tary  flood;  and  the  villages  commumcate  with 

<<  eadi  other  in  their  painted  barics*    The  re- 

'<  trebt.of  the  inundation  deposits  a  fertilizing 

«<  mud  for  the  neceptum  of  the  vanoas  seeds : 

"  the  crowds  of  husbandmen  who  blacken  the 

«  land  may  be  compared  to  a  swarm  of  industri- 

'^  ous  ants ;  and  their  native  indolence  is  qu^ck'^ 

«  e&ed  by  the  lash  of  the  task-master,  ai^  the 

««  promise  of  the  flowers  and  fruits  of  a  plentiful 

'^  increase.    Their  hope  is.sdUlom  deceived ;  but 

"  the  riches  which  they  extract  from  the  wheat, 

««  the  barley,  and  the  rice,  the  legMmes*  the  fruit- 

<*  trees,  and  the  cattle,  are  unequally  shared  be- 

**  tween  those  who  labour  and  those  who  pos- 

^  A  vimll  vdiime»  des  MetreiUet,  &c.  de  TBgjpte,  composed  iti 
tlte  xiilth  ctTAary  by  Martadi  of 'Cairo,  and  translated  from  an  Arabic 
MS*  of  Cardinal  Mazarin,  \ra8  published  by  Pierre  Vatier,  Paris,  ISOS. 
The  antiquities  of  Egypt  are  wild  and  legendary :  tut  the  writer  de* 
servet  credit  and  estleem  for  bis  aoooqnt  of  the  conquest  and  geogra- 
pliy  of  bos  naUive  tountiy^  (tee  the  corr^pondence  of  Amtvu  atid  Omsr, 
9.  B79.2S9). 
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CHAP.  «  sess.  According  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  sea^ 
.  **  sons,  the  face  of  the  country  is  adorned  with  a 
**  Mver  wave,  a  verdant  emerald^  and  the  (teep 
"  yellow  of  a  golden  harvest."**  Yet  this  bene- 
ficial order  is  sometimes  interrupted;  and  the 
long  delay  and  sudden  swell  of  the  river  in  the 
first  year  of  the  conquest  might  afford  some  co- 
lour to  an  edifying  fable.  It  is  said,  that  t&e 
annual  sacrifice  of  a  virgin^  had  been  interdicted 
by  the  piety  of  Omar;  and  that  the  Nile  lay 
sullen  and  inactive  in  his  shallow  bed,  tiU  the 
mandate  of  the  caliph  was  cast  into  the  obedient 
stream,  which  rose  in  a  single  night  to  the  height 
•of  sixteen  cubits.  The  admiration  of  the  Arabs 
for  their  new  conquest  encouraged  the  licenseof 
their  romantic  spirit.  We  may  read^  in  the 
gravest  authors,  that  Egypt  was  citowded  with 
:tWenty  thousand  dties  or  villages  :">  thaty  exclu- 

0-'  ' 

*  In  a  twenty  years  residence  at  Cairo,  the  consul  Maillet  bad  con- 

t^xnplated  that  varying  scene,  the  Nile,  (lettre  li,  paiticuJarly  p.  70, 

'  76);  the  fertility  of  the  land,  (lettre  ix).     From  a  college  at  Cam- 

2>ridge,  the  poetic  eye  of  Gray  had  teen  the  same  oijects  with  a  keener 

glance.'— 

What  wonder  in  the  sultry  climes  that  spread. 
Where  Nile,  redilndant  o*er  hie  summer  bed. 
From  his  broad  bosom  life  and  verdure  flinss. 
And  broods  o'er  Egypt  with  his  wat'ry  wings ; 
If  with  adventVons  oar,  and  ready  sail. 
The  dusky  people  drive  before  the  gale: 
Or  on  frail  floata  to  neighbouring  cities  ride. 
That  rise  and  glitter  o'er  the  ambient  tide, 

.  (Mason's  Works,  and  Memoirs  of  Gray,  p.  1S9,  %Q0)* 
P  Murtadl,  p.  164-167.     The  rtadef  will  not  easily  credit  an  hu- 
man 8acri6ce  Under  the  Christian  emperors,  or  a  miracle  of  the  suc- 
cessors of  Mahomet. 

^  Maillet,  Description  de  TBgypte,  p.  %2.    He  mentions  this  num- 
ber fis  the  cvmmm,  opinion ;  and  adds,  that  the  generality  of  these 

Tillages 
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sive  of  the  Greeks  and  Arabs,  the  Copts  alone  CttAP. 
were  found,  on  the  assessment,  six  millions  of  ^^Jj 
tributary  subjects,'  or  twenty  millions  of  either 
sex,  and  of  every  age :  that  three  hundred  mil- 
lions of  gold  or  silver  were  annually  paid  to  the 
treasury  of  the  caliph.*  Our  reason  must  be 
startled  by  these  extravagant  assertions;  and 
they  will  become  more  palpable,  if  we  assume 
the  compass  and  measure  the  extent  of  habitable 
ground ;  a  valley  from  the  tropic  to  Memphis, 
seldom  broader  than  twelve  miles,  and  the  tri- 
angle of  the  Delta,  a  flat  surface  of  two  thousand 
one  hundred  square  leagues,  compose  a  twelfth 
part  of  the  magnitude  of  France.*  A  more  ac- 
curate research  will  justify  a  more  reasonable  esti- 
mate. The  three  hundred  millions,  created  by  the 
errorof  a  scribe,are  reduced  to  the  decent  revenue 

villages  contain  two  or  three  thousand  persons,  and  that  many  of 
them  are  more  populous  than  our  large  cities. 

'  Eutych.  Annal.  torn,  ii,  p.  308,  311.  The  twenty  mUlions  are 
computed  from  the  following  data :  one  twelfth  of  mankind  above 
sixty,  one  third  below  sixteen,  the  proportion  of  men  to  women  as 
seventeen  to  sixteen,  (Recherches  sur  la  population  de  la  France, 
p.  71,  72).  The  president  Goguet  (Origine  des  Arts,  &c.  torn,  iii, 
p.  26,  &c.)  bestows  twenty-seven  millions  on  ancient  Egypt,  because 
the  seventeen  hundred  companions  of  Sesostris  were  born  on  the  same 
day. 

*  Elmacin.  Hist.  Saracen,  p.  218;  and  this  gross  lamp  is  swallowed 
without  scruple  by  d'Herbelot,  (Bibllot.  Orient,  p.  1031) ;  Arbuthnot, 
(Tables  of  Ancient  Coins,  p.  862),  and  de  Guignes,  (Hist,  des  Huns, 
torn,  iii,  p.  135).  They  might  allege  the  not  less  extravagant  libera- 
lity of  Appian  in  favour  of  the  Ptolemies  <in  prsfat)  of  seventy-four 
myriads,  740,000  talents,  an  annual  income  of  185,  or  near  300,  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling,  according  as  we  reckon  by  the  Egyptian  or 
the  Alexandrian  talent,  (Bernard  de  Ponderibus  Antiq.  p.  186). 

*  See  the  measurement  of  d*Anville,  (Mem.  sur  PEgypte,  p.  23, 
Suc,"^  After  some  peevish  cavils,  M.  Pauw  (Recherches  sur  les 
Bgyptiens,  tom.  i,  p.  118^121)  can  only  enlarge  his  reckoning  to 
IttSO  square  leagues. 
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of  ibur  mtUioiis  three  bvmdr$4  tbousmd  pieces 
of  gold,  of  which  nine  himdred  thcmsAnd  were 
consumed  by  the  pay  of  tbj^  soldi^s.*  Twq  au- 
thentic lists,  of  the  present  a^id  of  tl;^^  twelfth 
century,  are  circumscribed  within  th§  riespect- 
able  number  of  two  thousand  «ev^  liundred  vil- 
lages and  towns/  Afler  ^  long  r^dte^oe  ^t 
Cairo,  a  Frwcb  consul  has  ventured  to  assign 
about  four  millions  of  Mahometans,  Christians, 
and  Jews,  fpr  the  ample,  though  not  incr^c^ble, 
scope  of  the  population  of  Egypt/ 

IV.  The  copqu^st  of  Africa,  from  tbe  Nfle  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocew,"^  was  first  atjef^pted  )^  the 

"  Rei\audot,  Hist.  Patriarch.  Ale;iand.fj.  334,  who  calls  the  common 
reading  or  version  of  Elmacin,  error  iibr^riL  His  own  emendation  of 
WWi^OO  plm^,  ip  t^  i.»tl>  ccfitvnr,  im^iNM  *  pn#i*bl€.fla^>iin 
betw-een  the  3,O0Q/)OQ  which  the  Ajahip  acquired  ^y  the  cof^qu^^  ^^ 
Bgjpt,  (idem,  p.  168),  and  the  2,400»000  which  the  sultan  of  Con- 
rtniitlpppte  levied  io  the  i»st  ccijitury,  (r3ieti:e  d^l^a  ViOle,  t^pu  i,  ^ 
352 ;  Thevcnot,  part  i,  p.  82*).  Pftuw  (Recl^erchc^,  tojipu  ii.  p.  3(55- 
373),p^IiaUy  r,aises  the  revenue  of  the  PhftTftohs,  the  Ptpl<niue8,.and 
the  Caedfiri;,  /roip  8i»  to  fifteen  n?illipns  of  Geranjin  crpwjas. 

*  The  list  pf  Schulte^s  Clnd^»  .Gep|jrapl).  ^  ciilc,eia  Vj^  Saladio. 
p.  2)  copjtaiBS  2396  J)Uces ;  ^liat  of  «i'A»y^Ie,  XM*»»*  «ur  Ji'%y|»te, 
p.  29),  from  tjic  divan  of  Cairo,  enumei-ate.s  369.6, 

y  See  M^iilet,  (Description  4e  TEgypte^  p.  ^9)*  Fhojff^njstof^gue 
with.cw^o.uJ'^ndJM^gment.  J^imD.Hcbb«tqrml4p$ed,wi|tb^o^«»»- 
ations  than  with  the  reading  of  the  French  consul.  He  was  ignoifot 
of  K^reeJs  9^t\^  l^atirt  li.ter»tare,  fi^d  hji^  ;(iiQcy  is  too  miyh  ^f^gfated 
yi'itb  %^  ^ctioi^  of  .the  Arab^.  TJi^cir  litest  .Kt^w^sd^e  if  collected  ^j 
Abulfed?,  tDe3jcri]>t.  iE^pt.  Arf^b.  45t  L?t.  ^  ^Iph.  J^'ydi  }AiK^of^, 
(;otting.2B,  in  4to,  \'i!l^)fli  an^  in  two  recent  vp^ages  ioto  ^gypt,  we 
are  {iv>.u9ed  b^  Sav£vrjr,,  i^nd  iQat^ucAe^  hj  Yolnej.  jl  ^^jdi /the. letter 
coul4  .tiray^l  pv^r  tbc  glob^. 

■  JVly  cj^n^uest  of  Afi  ic§i  is  di;awn  .from  two  Freqc^  ujiterpc^ers 

of  Arabic  literature^  Cardonne  (Hi^t.  de  r^friq^ue  et  4e  ^'JEspagw 

^U9  \fy  J^pmiaiation  des  Arabes,  tQi;a.,i,  j?.  Sr.^5)*?a»d.0tt^,.(His{. 

*de  rAcftdemie  ^  Inscriptions,  tom.  «ii.  p.   Jtl^-42^»  vaA  Y^ 

7key  derive  their  principal  infuimaiion  from  Kot^ifi,  ;t>hp  con* 
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irms  df  the  caliph  Othman.     The  pious  design   chap. 
was  approved  by  the  companions  of  Meihomet  ^J^^u 
and  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  5  and  twenty  thou- 
sand Arabs  marched  from   Medina,  with  the 
gifts  and  the  blessing  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithful.     They  were  joined   in  the  camp  of 
Memphis  by  twenty  thousand  of  their  country- 
men ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  war  was  intrusted 
to  Abdallah  *  the  son  of  Siaid,  and  the  fosteN 
brotber  of  the  caliph,  who  had  lately  supplant- 
ed the  conqueror  and  lieutenant  of  Egypt.    Yet 
the  favour  of  the  prince,  atid  the  merit  of  his 
favourite,  could  pot  obliterate  the  guilt  of  his 
apostacy.     The  early  oonversion  of  Abdallah, 
and  his  skilful  pen^  had  recommended  him  to 
the  important  office  of  traustribing  the  sheets 
of  the  Koran ;  he  betrayed  hi«  trust,  corrupted 
the  text,  derided  the  errors  which  he  had  made; 
and  fled  to  Mecca  to  escape  the  justice^  aiid  ex- 
pose the  ignorance,  of  the  apostle.     After  the 
conquest  of  Mecca,  he  fell  prostrate  at  the  feet 
of  Mahomet:  his  tears,  and  the  entreaties  of 
Othman,  extorted  a  reluctant  pardon;  but  the 
prophet  declared  that  he  had  so  lolig  hesitated, 
to  allow  time  for  some  zealous  disciple  to  avenge 
his  injury  in  the  blood  of  the  apostate.     With 
apparent  fidelity  and  effective  merit,  he  served 

posed,  A.  D.  1331,  an  Encyclopedia  in  more  than  twenty  volumcc!.' 
^he  6 ve  general  partd  successively  treat  of,  1.  Physics,  9.  Man,  3.  Ani- 
mals, 4.  Plants,  and,  5.  History  ;  and  the  African  affairs  are  discussed 
in  the  vith  chapter  of  the  vth  section  fff  this  last  part,  (Reiske,  Pro- 
didagmata  iid  Hagji  Chalifae  Tahulas,  p.  2S!?-234).  Among  the  older  * 
iiJstorians  who  are  quoted  by  Novairi,  we  may  distinguish  the  original 
narrative  of  a  soldier  who  led  the  van  of  the  Moslems. 

•  See  the  history  of  Abdallah,  in  Abulfeda  (Vit.  MohamBHsdr'  p. 
109)  and  Gagnier»  (Vi«  de  Mahomet,  torn.  Ui,  p»  4f5-.4B)» 
VOL.  i%,  G  g 
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CHAP,  the  religion  which  it.  was  no  longer  his  interest 
to  desert :  his  birth  and  talents  gave  him  an  ho- 
nourable rank  among  the  Koreish ;  and  in  a  na- 
tion of  cavaliy,  Abdallah  was  renowned  as  the 
boldest  and  most  dexterous  horseman  of  Arabia. 
At  the  head  of  forty  thousand  Moslems.,  be  ad- 
vanced from  Egypt  into  the  unknown  countries 
of  the  West.  The  sands  of  Barca  might  be  im- 
pervious to  a  Roman  legion ;  but  the  Arabs  were 
attended  by  their  faithful  camels ;  and  the  na- 
tives of  the  desert  beheld  without  terror  the  fa- 
miliar aspect  of  the  soil  and  climate.  After  a 
painful  march,  they  pitched  their  tents  before  the 
walls  of  Tripoli,'*  a  maritime  city  in  which  the 
name,  the  wealth,  and  the  inhabitants,  of  the  pro- 
vince had  gradually  centered,  and  which  now 
maintains  the  third  rank  among  the  states  of  Bar- 
bary.  A  reinforcement  of  Greeks  was  surprised 
and  cut  in  pieces  on  the  sea-shore ;  but  the  forti- 
fications of  Tripoli  resisted  the  first  assault^ ;  and 
the  Saracens  were  tempted,  by  the  approach  of 
the  prefect  Gregory,''  to  relinquish  the  labours  of 
the  siege  for  the  perils  and  the  hopes  of  a  deci- 

*  The  province  and  city  of  Tripoli  are  described  by  Leo  Africanus 
(in  Navigatione  et  Viaggi  di  Ramusio,  tom.  i,  Venetia,  1550,  foL  7f, 
rerto)  and  Marmol,  (Description  de  TAfrique* .torn,  ii,  p.  562).  Tbe 
firgt  of  these  writers  was  a  Moor,  a  scholar,  and  a  traveller,  who  com- 
posed or  traiihiuted  his  African  geography  ip  a  state  of  captivity  at 
Rome,  where  he  had  assumed  the  name  and  religion  of  Pqpe.Lco  X. 
In  a  similar  captivity  among  the  Moors,  the  Spaniard  Marmol,  a  sol- 
dier of  Charles  V,  compiled  his  Description  of  Africa,  translated  by 
d*AbIancourt  into  French,  (Paris,  1667,  3  vols  in  4to)«  Maimol  had 
read  and  seen,  but  he  is  destitute  of  the  curious  and  extensive  observa- 
tion which  abounds  in  the  original  work  of  I<eo  the  African. 

*  Tbeophanes,  who  mentions  the  defeat,  rather  than  the  death,  of 
Gregory.  He  brands  the  prefect  with  the  name  of  TuftLwas  ;  he  had 
probably  assumed  the  purple,  (Chronograph,  p.  285). 
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sive  Action.   If  his  standard  was  followed  by  one    chap. 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  the  regular  ^^^^^ 
bands  of  the  empire  must  have  been  lost  in  the  The  prefect 
naked  and  disorderly  crowd  of  Africans   and^^J^?/ 
Moors,  who  formed  the  strength,  or  rather  the  daughter. 
numbers,  of  his  host.   He  rejected  with  indigna- 
tion the  option  of  the  Koran  or  the  tribute ;  and 
during  several  days,  the  two  armies  were  fiercely 
engaged  from  the  dawn  of  light  to  the  hour  of 
noon,  when  their  fatigue  and  the  excessive  heat 
compelled  them  to  seek  shelter  *and  refreshment 
in  their  respective  camps.   The  daughter  of  Gre- 
gory, a  maid  of  incomparable  beauty  and  spirit,  , 
is  said  to  have  fought  by  his  side :  from  her  ear- 
liest youth  she  was  trained  to  mount  on  horse- 
back, to  draw  the  bow,  and  to  wield  the  simitar ; 
and  the  richness  of  her  arms  and  apparel  was 
conspicuous  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  battle. 
Her  hand,  with  an  hundred  thousand  pieces  of 
gold,  was  offered  for  the  head  of  the  Arabian 
general,  and  the  youths  of  Africa  were  excited 
by  the  prospect  of  the  glorious  prize.     At  the 
pressing  solicitation  of  his  brethren,  Abdallah 
withdrew  his  person  from  the  field ;  but  the  Sa- 
racens were  discouraged  by  the  retreat  of  their 
leader,  and  the  repetition  of  these  equal  or  un- 
successful conflicts. 

A  noble  Arabian,  who  afterwards  became  the  victory  of 
adversary  of  Ali  and  the  father  of  a  caHph,  had  ^^^^'"'^ 
signalized  his  valour  in  Egypt ;  and  Zobeir**  was 

*  See  in  Ockley  (Hist,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii,  p.  45)  the  death  of 
Zobeir*  which  was  honoured  with  the  tears  of  Ali,  against  whom  he 
had  rebelled.  Hia  vatour  at  the  siege  of  Babylon,  if  indeed  it  be  the 
>  person,  is  mentioned  by  Eutychius,  CAnnaL  torn,  ii,  p.  308). 
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CHAP,  the  first  who  planted  a  scaling-ladder  against  the 
^*i!l^*»  walls  of  Babylon.  In  the  African  war  he  was 
detached  from  the  standard  of  Abdallali.  On 
the  news  of  the  battle,  Zobeir,  with  twelve  com- 
panionsy  cut  his  way  through,  the  camp  of  the 
Greeks,  and  pressed  forwards,  without  tasting 
either  food  or  repose,  to  partake  of  the  dangers 
of  his  lirethren.  He  cast  his  eyes  round  the 
field.  "  Where,"  said  he,  "  is  our  general?  **  In 
*^  hid  tent."  '*  Is  the  tent  a  station  for  the  ge- 
"  neral  of  the  Moslems?"  Abdallah  represented 
with  a  blush  the  importance  of  his  own  life,  and 
the  temptation  that  was  held  forth  by  the  Ro- 
man prefect.  "  Retort,"  said  Zobeir, "  on  the  in- 
**  fidels  their  ungenerous  attempt.  Proclaim 
*'  through  the  ranks,  that  the  head  of  Gi^ory 
*^  shall  be  repaid  with  his  captive  daughter,  and 
*^  the  equal  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pieces 
"  of  gold."  To  the  courage  and  discretion  of 
Zobeir  the  lieutenant  of  the  caliph  intrusted  the 
execution  of  his  own  stratagem,  which  inclined 
the  long-disputed  balance  in  favour  of  the  Sara- 
cens. Supplying  by  activity  and  artifice  the  de« 
ficiency  of  numbers,  a  part  of  their  forces  lay 
concealed  in  their  tents,  while  the  remainder 
prolonged  an  irregular  skirmish  with  the  enemy, 
till  the  sun  was  high  in  the  heavens.  On  both 
sides  they  retired  with  fainting  steps  r  their 
horses  were  unbridled,  their  armour  was  laid 
aside,  and  the  hostile  nations  prepared,  or  seem- 
ed to  prepare,  for  the  refreshment  of  the  even- 
ing, and  the  encounter  of  the  ensuing  day.  On 
a  sudden,  the  charge  was  abounded ;  the  Ara- 
bian camp  poured  forth  a  swarm  of  fresh  and  in 
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trepid  warriors ;  and  the  long Kne  of  the  Greeks  chap. 
and  Africans  was  surprised,  assaulted,  overturn-  ^Jl^^,^ 
ed,  by  new  squadrons  of  the  faithful,  who,  to  the 
eye  of  fanaticism,  might  appear  as  a  band  of  an- 
gels descending  from  the  sky.  The  prefect  him- 
self was  slain  by  the  hand  of  Zobeir :  his  daugh- 
ter, who  sought  revenge  and  death,  was  sur- 
rounded and  made  prisoner;  and  the  fugitives 
involved  in  their  disaster  the  town  of  Sufetula, 
to  which  they  escaped  from  the  sabres  and  lances  ^ 
of  the  Arabs.  Sufetula  was  built  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  to  the  south  of  Carthage;  a  gentle 
declivity  is  watered  by  a  running  stream,  and 
shaded  by  a  grove  of  juniper  trees  ;  and  in  the 
ruins  of  a  triumphal  arch,  a  portico,  and  three 
temples  of  the  Corinthian  order,  cpriosity  may 
yet  admire  the  magnificence  of  the  Romans.* 
After  the  fall  of  this  opulent  city,  the  provinc.i* 
als  and  barbarians  implored  on  all  sides  the  mercy 
of  the  conqueror,  His  vanity  or  his  zeal  might 
be  flattered  by  offers  of  tribute  or  professions  of 
faitb  :  but  his  losses,  his  fatigues,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  an  epidemical  disease,  prevented  a  solid 
establishment ;  and  the  Saracens,  after  a  cam- 
paign of  fifteen  months,  retreated  to  the  confines 
of  Egypt,  with  the  captives  and  the  wealth  of 
their  African  expedition.  The  caliph's  fifth  was 
granted  to  a  favourite,  on  the  nominal  payment 
of  five  hundred  thousand  pieces  of  gold;^  but  the 

•  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  118,  119. 

^  Mimica  emptio,  says  Abulfeda,  erat  haec,  et  mira  donatio ;  quan- 
doquidem  Othman,  ejus  nomine  iiummos  ex  aerario  prius  ablatos  Kra* 
rio  praestabat,  (AnnaJ.  Moslem,  p.  78).  Elmacin  (in  his  cloudy  ver- 
sion, p.  39)  seems  to  report  the  same  job.  When  the  Arabs  besieged 
|hc  palace  of  Othman,  it  stood  high  in  their  catalogue  of  grievapces. 
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cuA  P.    State  was  doubly  injured  bj  this  fallacious  trans- 
««%Ji!L««  action,  if  each  foot-soldier  had  shared  one  thou- 
sand, and  each  horseman  three  thousand,  piec^, 
in  the  real  division  of  the  plunder.     The  author 
of  the  death  of  Gregory  was  expected  to  have 
claimed  the  most  precious  reward  of  the  victory: 
from  bis  silence  it  might  be  presumed  that  he 
had  fallen  in  the  battle,  till  the  tears  and  excla- 
mations of  the  prefect's  daughter  at  the  sight  of 
Zobeir  revealed  the  valour  and  modesty  of  that 
gallant  soldier.     The  unfortunate  virgin  was  of- 
fered, and  almost  rejected,  as  a  slave,  by  her  fa- 
ther's murderer,  who  coolly  declared  that  his 
sword  was  consecrated  to  the  service  of  religion; 
and  that  he  laboured  for  a  recompence  far  above 
the  charms  of  mortal  beauty,  or  the  riches  of 
this  transitory  life.     A  reward  congenial  to  his 
temper,  was  the  honourable  commission  of  an- 
nouncing to  the  caliph  Qthman  the  success  of  his 
arms.     The  companioqs,  the  chiefs,  and  the  peo- 
ple, were  assembled  in  the  mosch  of  Medina,  to 
hear  the  interesting  narrativ.e  of  Zobeir ;  and,  as 
the  orator  forgot  nothing  except  the  merit  of  bis 
own  counsels  and  actions,  the  name  of  Abdallah 
was  joined  by  the  Arabians  with  the  heroic  names 
of  Caled  and  Amrou.* 
STaSa-^^      The  western  conquests  of  the  Samcens  were 
cens  in       suspeuded  near  twenty  years,  till  their  dissentions 
iStf^^D^esfi-  were  coniposed  by  the  establishment  of  the  bouse 
p9.  Qf  Ommiyah  :  and  the  caliph  Moawiyah  was  in- 

vited by  the  cries  of  the  Africans  themselves. 

ran  A^^mw  inrcr(«>)^«y.     Theophan.  Chronograph,  p.  385,  edit.  Paris. 
His  chronology  is  ioose  and  inaccurate. 
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The  successors  of  Heraclitis  had  been  informed  chaf. 
of  the  tribute  which  they  had  been  compelled  to 
stipulate  with  the  Arabs :  but  instead  of  being 
moved  to  pity  and  relieve  their  distress,  they  im- 
posed, as  an  equivalent  or  a  fine,  a  second  tri-^ 
bate  of  a  similar  amount.  The  ears  of  the  By- 
^^antine  ministers  were  shut  against  the  com- 
plaints of  their  poverty  and  ruin  :  their  despair 
was  reduced  to  prefer  the  dominion  of  a  single 
master ;  and  the  extortions  of  the  patriarch  of 
Carth^e,  who  was  invested  with  civil  and  mili- 
tary power,  provoked  the  sectaries,  and  even  the 
catholics,  of  the  Roman  province  to  abjure  the 
religion  as  well  as  the  authority  of  their  tyrants. 
The  fii^t  lieutenant  of  Moawiyah  acquired  a 
just  renown,  subdued  an  important  city,  defeat- 
ed an  army  of  thirty  thousand  Greeks,  swept  a- 
way  fourscore  thousand  captives,  and  enriched 
with  their  spoils  the  bold  adventurers  of  Syria 
and  Egypt.^  But  the  title  of  conqueror  of  A^ 
frica  is  more  justly  due  to  his  successor  Akbah. 
He  marched  from  Damascus  at  the  head  of  ten 
thousand  of  the  bravest  Arabs;  and  the  genuine 
force  of  the  Moslems  was  enlarged  by  the  doubt'* 
ful  aid  and  conversion  of  many  thousand  bar- 
barians. It  would  be  difficult,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary, to  trace  the  accurate  line  of  the  progress  of 
Akbah.  The  interior  regions  have  been  peopled 
by  the  Orientals  with  fictitious  armies  and  ima- 
ginary citadels.     In  the  warlike  province  of  Zab 

**■  Theophane^  (in  Chronograph,  p.  293)  inserts  the  vague  rumours 
that  might  reach  ConMantinople,  of  the  western  conquests  of  the  A- 
rabs  ;  and  I  learn  from  Paul  Warnefrid,  deacon  of  Aquileia,  (de  Ges- 
tis  Langobard.  1.  v,  c.  13),  that  at  this  time  they  f;eut  a  fleet  from 
AJex«ndria  Into  the  Sicilian  and  African  seas^ 
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CHAP,  or  Numidia^  foursoNre  thousand  of  the  iia|;iT€s 
might  assemble  in  arms;  but  the  number  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  towns  is  incompatible  with 
the  ignorance  or  decay  of  husbandry  ;*  and  acir- 
cumference  of  three  leagues  will  be  justified 
by  the  ruins  of  Erbe  or  Lambesa,  the  ancient 
metropolis  of  that  inland  country.  As  we  ap- 
proach the  sea-coast>  the  welUknown  cities  of 
Bugia^  and  Tangier^  define  the  more  c^atn  li- 
mits of  the  Saracen  victories.  A  remnant  of 
trade  still  adheres  to  the  commodious  harbour  of 
Bugia,  which,  in  a  more  prosperous  s|ge,  b  said 
to  have  contained  about  twenty  thousand  bouses; 
and  the  plenty  of  iron  which  is  dug  from  the  ad- 
jacent mountains  might  have  supplied  a  braver 
people  with  the  instruments  of  defence.  The 
remote  position  and  venerable  antiquity  of  Tin- 
gi,  or  Tangier,  have  been  decorated  by  the  Greek 
and  Arabian  fables ;  but  the  figurative  expres- 
sions of  the  latter,  that  the  walls  were  construct- 
ed of  brass,  and  that  the  roofs  were  covered  with 
gold  and  silver,  may  be  interpreted  as  the  em- 
blems of  strength  and  opulence.  The  province 
of  Mauritania  Tii^tana,""  which  assumed  the 

'  See  Novairi,  (apud  Otter,  p.  1 18) ;  Leo  Africanus,  (fol.  81,  ver«o), 
who  reckons  only  cinque  citta  ^  infinite  casal ;  Mannol,  (Description 
de  TAfrique,  tom.  ui,  p.  33),  and  Shaw,  (Travels,  p.  57,  6S^Sy 

^  Leo  African,  fol.  58,  verse,  59,  recto.  Marmol,  tom.  li,  p.  41  j« 
Shaw,  p.  43. 

1  Leo  African,  fol.  52.     Marmol.  torn,  ii,  p.  229. 

■  Regio  ignobilis,  et  vix  quicquam  illpstre  fortita,  parvis  oppidi^ 
liabitatur,  parva  fiumina  emittit,  solo  quam  viris  melior  et  segnitie 
l^entis  obscura.  Pomponius  Mela,  i,  5;  ili,  10.  Mela  deserves  the 
more  credit,  since  his  own  Phoenician  ancestors  had  mi^ated  from 
Tingitana  to  Spain»  (see,  in  ii,  6,  a  passage  of  that  geographer  so  cruelij 
fprtured  by  Salmftsius,  Isaac  Vossius,  and  the  most  virulent  of  critics^ 

James 
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name  of  the  capital^  ha4  been  imperfectly  discor  chap. 
vered  and  settled  by  the  Romans ;  the  five  colo-  ^^- 
nies  were  confined  to  a  narrow  pale,  and  the 
more  southern  p^rts  were  seldom,  explored  except 
by  tl|e  agents  of  luxury,  who  searched  the  forests 
for  ivory  and  the  citron  wood,"  and  the  shores 
of  the  ocean  for  the  purple  shell-fish.  The  fear^ 
less  Akbah  plunged  into  the  heart  of  the  country, 
traversed  the  wilderness  in  which  his  successors 
erected  the  splendid  capitals  of  Fez  and  Moroc- 
co,** and  at  length  penetrated  to  the  verge  of 
the  Atlantic  and  the  great  desert.  The  river 
Sus  descends  from  the  western  sides  of  mpunt  At-* 
las,  fertilizes,  like  the  Nile,  the  adjacent  soil,  and 
falls  into  the  sea  ^t  a  moderate  distance  from  the 
Canary,  or  Fortunate,  islands.  Its  banks  were  in-* 

James  Gronovius).  He  lived  at  the  tirae  of  the  final  reduction  of  that 
country  by  the  emperor  Claudius ;  yet  almost  thirty  years  afterwards, 
Fl iny  (Hist.  Nat.  v,  i)  complains  of  his  authors,  too  lazy  to  Inquire, 
too  proud  to  confess  th^ir  i|;norance  of  that  wild  and  remote  ,pro* 
vince. 

^  The  foolish  fashion  of  this  citron  wood  prevailed  at  Rome  among 
the  men,  as  much  as  the  taste  for  pearls  among  the  women.  A  round 
board  or  table,  four  or  five  feet  in  diameter,  sold  for  the  price  of  an 
estate,  (latifundii  taxatione),  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  (Plin.  Hist.  Natur.  xlK,  29).  I  conceive  thad  I  must  not  con- 
found the  tree  citrus  with  that  of  the  fruit  dtrum.  But  I  ani  not  bo- 
tanist enough  to  define  the  fbrmer  (it  is  like  the  wild  cypress)  by  the 
vulgar  or  Linnsean  name  ;-nor  will  I  decide  whether  the  citrvm,  be 
tlie  orange  or  the  lemon. .  Salma^ius  appears  to  exhaust  the  subject, 
but  he  too  often  involves  himself  in  the  web  of  his  disorderly  erudi- 
tion, (Piinian.  Ezercitat.  tom.  ii,  p.  666,  &c.>. 

»  Leo  African,  fol.  16,  verso.  Marmol.  tom.  ii,  p.  28.  This  pro- 
vince, the  first  scene  of  the  exploits  and  greatness  of  the  cherifs,  is  of- 
ten mentioned  in  the  curious  history  of  that  dynasty  at  the  end  of  the 
iiid  volume  of  Maraiol,  Description  de  TAfriquc.  The  iiid  vol.  of  the 
Recherches  Historiques  sur  les  Maures,  (lately  published  at  Paris),  il- 
lustrates the  history  and  geogr;iphy  of  the  kingdoms  of  Fea  and  S^o- 
rocco. 
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CHAP,  habited  by  the  last  of  the  Moors,  a  race  of  savagres, 
without  laws,  or  discipline,  or  religion;  they  were 
astonished  by  the  strange  and  irresistible  terrors 
of  the  oriental  arms;  and  as  they  possessed  neither 
gold  nor  silver,  the  richest  spoil  was  the  beauty  of 
the  female  captives,  some  of  whom  were  after- 
wards sold  for  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold.  The 
career,  though  not  the  zeal,  of  Akbah  was  check- 
ed by  the  prospect  of  a  boundless  ocean.  He 
spurred  his  horse  into  the  waves,  and  raising  his 
eyes  to  heaven,  exclaimed  with  the  tone  of  a  fana- 
tic,— ^**.  Great  God!  if  my  course  were  not  stop- 
**  ped  by  this  sea,  I  would  still  go  on,  to  the  un- 
**  known  kingdoms  of  the  West,  preaching  the 
<•  unity  of  thy  holy  name,  and  putting  to  the 
"  sword  the  rebellious  nations  who  worship  any 
"other  gods  than  thee/'^  Yet  this  Mahome- 
tan Alexander,  who  sighed  for  new  worlds,  was 
unable  to  preserve  his  recent  conquests.  By  the 
universal  defection  of  the  Greeks  and  Africans, 
he  was  recalled  from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  surrounding  niultitudes  left  him  only 
the  resource  of  an  honourable  death.  The  last 
scene  was  dignified  by  an  example  of  nation- 
al virtue.  An  ambitious  chief,  who  had  dis- 
puted the  command  and  failed  in  the  attempt, 
was  led  about  a3  a  prisoner  in  the  camp  of 
the  Arabian  general.  The  insurgents  bad  trust- 
ed to  his  discontent  and  revenge ;  he  disdained 
their  offers  and  revealed  their  designs.     In  the 

'  Otter  (p.  119)  has  given  the  strong  tone  of  fanaticism  to  this  ex* 
^Uunation,  which  Cardonne  (p.  37)  has  softened  to  a  pious  wish  of 
pricking  the  Koraz^.  Yet  they  had  both  the  same  text  of  Jhfovai^ 
hefore  their  eyei. 
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bour  of  danger,  the  grateful  Akbah  unlocked  his   chap, 
fetters,  and  advised  him  to  retire ;  he  chose  to  ^J^ 
die  under  the  banner  of  his  rival.  Embracing  as  ^ 

friends  and  martyrs,  they  unsheathed  their  simi- 
tars, broke  their  scabbards,  and  maintained  an 
obstinate  combat  till  they  fell  by  each  other's  side 
on  the  last  of  their  slaughtered  countrymen.  The 
tliird  general  or  governor  of  Africa,  Zuheir, 
avenged  and  encountered  the  fate  of  his  prede- 
cessor. He  vanquished  the  natives  in  many  bat- 
tles ;  he  was  overthrown  by  a  powerful  army, 
which  Constantinople  had  sent  to  the  relief  of 
Carthage.  / 

It  had  been  the  frequent  practice  of  the  Moor-  J^oundaw 
ish  tribes  to  join  the  invaders,  to  share  the  plun-  cir<^, 
der,  to  profess  the  faith,  and  to  revolt*  to  their  ^^J^'  ^^^ 
savage  state  of  independence  and  idolatry,  on 
the  first  retreat  or  misfortune  of  the  Moslems. 
The  prudence  of  Akbah  had  proposed  'to  found 
an  Arabian  colony  in  the  heart  of  Africa ;  a  ci- 
tidel  that  might  curb  the  levity  of  the  barbari- 
ans, a  place  of  refuge  to  secure,  against  the  ac- 
cidents of  war,  the  wealth  and  the  families  of  the 
Saracens.  With  this  view,  and  under  the  mo- 
dest ti^le  of  the  station  of  a  caravan,  he  planted 
this  colony  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  Hegira.  In 
its  present  decay,  Cairoan**  still  holds  the  second 
rank  in  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,  from  which  it  is 
distant  ^bout  fifty  miles  to  the  sou^h ;  its  inlan4 

1  The  foundation  of  Cairoan  is  mentioned  by  Ockley,  (Hist,  of  the 
Saracens',  fol.  ii,  p.  129,  130) ;  and  the  situatiba,  mosch,  8cc  of  the 
crt  J,  are  described  by  Leo  Africanus,  (foL  75),  Marmol,  (torn,  ii,  p. 
532>,  and  Shaw,  (p.  115). 
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CH  AP. ,  situation/  twelve  miles  westward  of  the  sea,  has 
^^'  protected  the  city  from  the  Greek  and  Sicilian 
fleets.  When  the  wild  beasts  and  serpents  were 
extirpated,  when  the  forest,  or  rather  wilderness, 
was  cleared,  the  vestiges  of  a  Roman  town  were 
discovered  in  a  sandy  plain  :  the  vegetable  food 
of  Cairoan  is  brought  from  afar ;  and  the  scarci- 
ty of  springs  constrains  the  inhabitants  to  col- 
lect in  cisterns  and  reservoirs  a  precarious  supply 
of  rain-water.  These  obstacles  were  subdued  by 
the  industry  of  Akbah;  be  traced  a  circumference 
of  three  thousand  and  six  hundred  paces^  which 
he  encompassed  with  a  brick  wall ;  in  the  space 
of  five  years,  the  governor's  palace  was  Surround- 
ed with  a  sufficient  number  of  private  habita- 
tions ;  a  spacious  mosch  Was  supported  by  five 
hundred  columns  of  granite,  porphyry,  and  Nu- 
ijiidian  marble ;  and  Cairoan  became  the  seat  of 
learning  as  well  as  of  eitipire.  But  these  were  the 
glories  of  a  later  age ;  the  new  colony  was  shak- 
en by  the  successive  defeatsof  Akbah  and  Zuheir, 
and  the  western  expeditions  were  again  interrupt- 
ed by  the  civil  discord  of  thf  Arabian  monarc|)y. 
The  son  of  the  vahanit  Zobeir  maintained  a  war 
of  twelve  years,  a  siege  of  ^even  months  against 
the  house  of  Ommiyah.  Abdallah  was  said^  to 
unite  the  fierceness  of  the  lion  with  the  subtlety  of 

'  A  portentous,  though  frequent,  mistake  has  been  the  confoofid« 
ing,  from  a  slight  simUitude  of  name,  the  Cyrene  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  Cairoan  of  the  Arahs,  two  cities  which  ari  separated  by  an  inter* 
va^  of  a  thousand  miles  along  the  sea-coast.  The  great  Thuanus  ba>- 
not  escaped  this  fault,  the  less  excusable  as  it  is  connected  with  a  fof- 
mal  and  elaborate  description  of  Africa,  (Historiar.  1.  vii,  c.  2,  in  touu 
i,  p.  240,  edit  Buckley). 
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the  fox ;  but  if  he  inherited  the  courage,  hQ  was   chap. 
devoid  of  the  ffenerosity,  of  bis  father.*  ^^- 

The  return  of  domestic  peace  allowed  the  ca-  Conqnest 
liph  Abdalmaiek  to  resume  the  conquest  of  Africa;  °^^^*^' 
the  standard  was  delivered  to  Hassan  governor  of  a.  d.  692- 

\  698 

Egypt,  and  the  revenue  of  that  kingdom,  with  an 
army  of  forty  thousand  men,  was  consecrated  to 
the  important  service.  In  the  vicissitudes  of  war, 
the  interior  provinces  had  been  alternately  won 
and  lost  by  the  Saracens.  But  the  sea-coast  still 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks;  the  prede- 
cessors of  Hassan  had  respected  the  name  and  for- 
tifications of  Carthage ;  and  the  number  of  its  de-? 
fenders  was  recruited  by  the  fugitives  of  Cubes 
and  Tripoli.  The  arms  of  Hassan  were  bolder  and 
more  fortunate ;  he  reduced  and  pillaged  the  me- 
tropolis of  Africa ;  and  the  mention  of  scaling*. 
ladders  may  justify  the  suspicion  that  he  antici- 
pated, by  a  sudden  assault,  the  more  tedious  ope- 
rations of  a  regular  siege.  But  the  joy  of  the  con- 
querors was  soon  disturbed  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Christian  succours.  The  prefect  and  patri- 
cian John,  a  general  of  experience  and  renown, 
embarked  at  Constantinople  the  forces  of  the  east- 
ern empire  ;*  they  were  joined  by  the  ships  and 

•  Besides  the  Arabic  chroriicles  of  Abulfeda,  Elmacin,  and  Abul- 
pharagius,  under  the  Ixxiiid  year  of  the  Hegira,  we  may  consult 
d'Herbelot  (Bibliot,  Orient,  p.  7)  and  Ockley,  (Hist,  of  the  Saracens, 
vol.  ii,  p.  339-349).  The  latter  has  given  the  List  and  pathetic  dia- 
joj^ue  between  Abdallah  and  his  mother ;  but  he  has  forgot  a  physical 
elTect  of  her  grief  for  his  death,  the  retain,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  and 
fatal  consequences,  of  her  meoBts, 

*  Af«»Ti«(  ....  tffl'afra  <r<e  "fafjimxa  i^v'ktffi  )rX*«/fa,  t^tv^y^^  Tt  x^ 
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CHAP,  tt)^  soldiers  of  SicSy^  and  a  powerful  reinforce* 
^^'  ment  of  Goths"  was  obtained  from  the  fears  and 
religion  of  the  Spanish  monarch.  The  weight  of 
the  confederate  navy  broke  the  chain  that  guarded 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour  5  the  Arabs  retired  to 
Cairoan,  or  Tripoli ;  the  Christians  landed ;  the 
citizens  bailed  the  ensign  of  the  cross^  and  the 
winter  was  idly  wasted  in  the  dream  of  victory  or 
deliverance.  But  Africa  was  irrecoverably  lost : 
the  zeal  and  resentment  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithful'  prepared  in  the  ensuing  spring  a  more 
numerous  armamentby  seaandland;  andthepatri- 
£ian  in  his  turn  was  compelled  to  evacuate  the  post 
andfortificationsof  Carthage.  Asecond  battlewas 
fought  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Utica:  the  Greeks 
and  Gk)ths  were  again  defeated ;  and  their  timely 
embarkation  saved  themfrom  the  swordof  Hassan, 

;^fi%M  mara  rtff  Xa^a«if»w*  t^iTt^^tf.  Nicepbori  Constantinopolitani 
Breviar,  p.  2S.  The  patriarch  of  Constantinople,  with  Theopfaanes, 
(Chronograph,  p.  309),  have  slightly  mentioned  this  last  attempt  for 
the  relief  of  Africa.  Pagi  (Critica,  tom.  iii,  p.  129,  141)  has  nicely 
ascertained  the  chronology  by  a  strict  comparison  of  the  Arabic  and 
Byzantine  historians,  who  often  disigree  both  in  time  and  fact.  See 
likewise  a  note  of  Otter,  (p.  121). 

•  Dove  s*erano  ridotti  i  nobili  Romani  e  i  Gofft;  and  afterwards, 
i  Romani  suggirono  e  i  G«M»,  Jasciarono  Carthagine,  (Leo  African,  foil. 
72,  recto).  1  know  not  from  what  Arabic  writer  the  African  derived 
his  Goths ;  but  the  fact,  though  new,  is  so  interesting  and  so  probable, 
that  I  will  acc;ept  it  on  the  slightest  authority. 

*  This  commander  is  ptylrd  by  Kicepborus  B«riXfvr  %apa%tv»n,  a 
vague  though  not  lmproi>cr  de6nition  of  the  caliph.  Theophanes  in- 
troduces the  strange  appellation  of  TlftrafOfifioXesf  which  his  interpreter 
Ckwr  explains  by  Vizir  A%em,  They  may  approach  the  truth,  in  assign- 
ing the  active  part  to  the  minister,  rather  than  the  prince ;  but  they 
forget  that  the  Ommiades  had  only  a  kateh^  or  secretary,  and  that  the 
oiBce  of  Vizir  was  not  revived  or  instituted  till  the  132d  year  of  the 
Hegira,  (d'HerbcIot,  p.  912). 
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who  had  invested  the  slight  and  insufficient  ram-»   chaf. 
part  of  their  camp.     Whatever  yet  remained  of 
Carthage,  was  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  the 
colony  of  Dido  ^  and  C^sar  lay  desolate  above 
two  hundred  years,  till  a  part,  perhaps  a  twenti- 
eth, of  the  old  circumference  was  repeopled  by 
the  first  of  the  Fatimite  caliphs.     In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  second  capital 
of  the  West  was  represented  by  a  mocsb,  a  col- 
lege without  students,  twenty-five  or  thirty  shops, 
and  the  huts  of  five  hundred  peasants,  who,  in 
their  abject  poverty,  displayed  the  arrogance  of 
the  Punic  senators.  Even  that  paltry  village  was 
swept  away  by  the  Spaniards  whom  Charles  V 
had .  stationed  in  the  fortress  of  the   Goletta. 
Xhe  ruins  of  Carthage  have  perished ;  and  the 
place  might  be  unknown  if  some  broken  arches 
of  an  aqueduct  did  not  guide  the  footsteps  of 
the  inquisitive  traveller.* 

The  Greeks  were  expelled,  but  the  Arabians  Fjnai  <^on- 
were  not  yet  masters  of  the  country.   In  the  in-  Africa? 
terior  provinces  the  Moors  or  Bei^bers/"  so  feeble  ^^'  ^^^ 
under  the  first  Caesars,  so  formidable  to  the  By- 

y  AccQiding  to  Soliniis,  (1.  27,  p.  36,  edit  Salmas.),  the  Carthage  of 
;>ido  stood  either  677 or  737  years  ;  a  vaiious  reading,  which  proceeds" 
roin  the  difference  of  MSS.or  editions,  (Salmas.  Pllnian.  Exercit.  torn. 
,  -T>  228).  The  former  of  these  accounts,  which  gives  823  years  be- 
^re  Christ,  is  more  consistent  with  the  well-weighed  testimony  of 
relleius  Paterculus :  but  the  latter  is  preferred  by  our  chronologist 
Mar  sham,  Canou.  Chron.  p.  398)  as  more  agreeable  to  the  Hebrew 
rid.  Tyrian  annals. 

«  r.eo  African,  fol.  71,  verso,  72,  recto.  Marmol,  torn,  ii,  p.  44 J- 
^r.      Shaw,  p.  80. 

•  The  history  of  the  word  Barbar  may  he  classed  under  four  pe- 
ocJas-—"!'  In  the  time  of  Homer,  when  the  Greeks  and  Asiatics  might 

probably 
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CHAP.    2a0tine  princes,  maintained  a  disOTderly  temt- 
^Ji^.  ance  to  the  religion  and  pbwer  of  the  sucoessors 
"of  Mahomet.  Under  the  standard  of  their  queen 
Cabina  the  independent  tribes  acquired  some  de- 
gree of  unioii  and  discipline ;  smd  as  the  Moors 
respected  in  Uieir  females  the  character  of  a 
prophetess,  they  attacked  Uie  invaders  with  an 
enthusiasm  sipiilar  to  their  own.     The  veteran 
bands  <rf  Hassan  were  inadequate  to  the  defence 
of  Africa :  the  conquests  of -an  age  were  lost  in 
a  single  day ;  and  the  Arabian  chief,  overwhelm- 
ed by  the  torrent,  retired  to  the  confines  of  E- 
gypt,  and  expected,  five  years,  the  promised 
succours  of  the  caliph.    After  the  retreat  of  the 
Saracens,  the  victorious  prc^hetess  assembled 
the  Moc^rish  chiefs,  and  recommended  a  measure 
of  strange  and  savage  policy.  '^Chir  cities^"  said 
she,  «  and  the  gold  and  sUver  whieit  they  con- 
''  tain,  perpetually  attract  the  arms  of  the  A- 
'*  rabs.   These  vile  metals  are  not  the  objects  of 
"  (mr  ambition  ;  we  content  ourselves  with  the 

probably  uae  a  common  idiom,  the  imitative  sound  of  Barbftr  was  ap- 
plied to  the  ruder  tribes,  whose  pronunciation  was  most  harsh,  whose 
grammar  was  most  defective.  Ka^tt  Bm^^^t^mut^  (Iliad  u,  S67,  with 
the  Oxford  scholiast,  Clarke's  AnnoUtion,  and.Heitry  Stepliea'g  Greek 
Thesaurus,  torn,  i,  p.  720).  ?.  From  the  time,  at  least,  of  Herodotus, 
it  was  extended  to  all  the  nations  who  werestran^rs  to  the  language 
and  manners  of  the  Greeks.  X  In  the  age  of  Plautus,  0m  Romans 
submitted  to  the  insult,  ^Porapeius  Festus,  1.  ii,  p.  48,  e^  Dacier), 
and  freely  gave  themselves  the  name  of  barbarians.  They  insensibly 
claimed  an  exemption  for  Italy,  and  her  subject  pik>tiDCes ;  and  at 
length  removed  the  disgraceful  appellation  to  the  sftyage  or  hostile 
nations  beyond  the  pale  of  the  empire.  4.  In  every  sense,  it  was  doe 
to  the  Moors ;  the  familiar  word  was  borrowed  from  the  Latin  pro- 
vincials by  the  Arabian  conquerors,  and  has  justly  settled  as  aAoc'J 
denomination  (Bftrbary)  along  the  northern  coast  of  Afriqi^ 
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'^  siini)le  productioBS  of  the  earth.  Let  us  destroy   chap. 
•<  these  cities;  let  us  bnry  in  their  ruins  those  per-  ^^^,^^^^^^ 
^^  nictous  treasures;  BBd  when  the  avarice  of  our 
*^  foes  shall  l>e  destitute  of  temptation,  perhaps 
'*  they  will  cea^^  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  a 
**  warlike  people."     The  proposal  was  accepted 
with  unanimous  applause.  From  Tangier  to  Tri^ 
poli  the  buildings,  or  at  least  the  fortifications, 
were  deonolished,  the  fruit-trees  were  cut  down^ 
the  means  of  subristence  were  extirpated,  a  fertile 
and  populous  garden  was  changed  into  a  desert^ 
and  the  historians  of  a  more  recent  period  could 
discern  the  frequent  traces  of  the  prosperity  and 
devastation  of  Uieir  ancestors.  Such  is  the  tale  of 
the  modem  Arabians.  Yet  I  strongly  sui^ect  that 
tlieir  ignorande  of  antiquity,  the  love  of  the  mar- 
V'ellotts,  and  the  fhriiion  of  extolling  the  philoso-^ 
phy  of  barbarians,  has  induced  them  to  describe, 
as  one  Tohmtary  act»  the  calamities  of  three  hun- 
dred years  since  the  first  fury  of  the  Donatists  and 
Vandals.  In  the  progress  of  the  revolt  Cahina  had 
most  probably  contributed  her  share  of  destruc- 
tion ;  and  the  alarm  of  universal  ruin  might 
terrify  and  alienate  the  cities  that  had  reluctantly 
jniehied  to  her  unworthy  yoke.    They  no  longer 
hoped,  perhaps  they  no  longer  wished,  the  re^ 
turn  «f  thdr  Byzantine  sovereigns ;  their  pre- 
sent servitude  was  not  alleviated  by  the  bene^  * 
fits  of  order  and  justice;  and  the  most  zealous 
catholic  must  prefer  the  imperfect  truths  of  the 
Koran  to  the  blind  and  rude  idolatry  of  the 
Moors.    The  g^ieral  of  the  Saracens  was  again 
received  as  the  saviour  of  the  province ;  the 
VOL.  IX,  n  h 
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CHAP,  friends  of  civil  society  conspired  against  the  sa- 
J^^  vages  of  the  land;  ami  the  royal  prophetess  was 
slain  in  the  first  battle  which  overturned  the  base- 
less fetH-iC'Of  her  superstition  and  empire.  The 
same  spirit  revived  under  the  successor  of  Has- 
san; it  was  finally  quelled  by  the  activity  of  Musa 
and  his  tw<^  sons^  but  the  mnnber  of  the  rebels 
Biay  be  presumed  from  that  of  three  hundred 
th<HUiand  captives;  sixty  thousand  of  wliom,  the 
caliph's  fifth,  were  sold  for  the  pr6fit  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  Thirty  thousand  of  the  bacbarian 
youth  were  inlisted  in  the  troops ;  and  the  pious 
labours  of  Musa  to  inculcate  tl^  knowledge  and 
practice/of  the  Koran,  aceustomedthe  Afiricans 
to  obeyith^  apostle  of  God  and  the  commander 
of  thefaithfuL  Ifa  tiieir  elimateand  govermnent, 
thar  diet  and  hskbitatiou^  the  wandering  Moors 
Adopckm  ireaembled  the  Bedow^ens  of  the  desert*  With 
mJ^  the  religko,  diey  w^re  proud  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage, name,  and  origin  of  Arabs:  the  blood  of 
tbe  strangers  and  natives  was  insensibly  ming- 
led ;  and  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  Athmtic  the 
same  nation  might  seem  to  be  diffused  over  the 
sandy  plains  of  Ask  and  Africa*  Yet  I  will  not 
deny  that  fifty  thousand  tents  of  pure  Arabians 
might  b^  transported  over  the.  Nile,  aijid  scat- 
tered through  the  Lybian  desert ;  and  I  an  not 
ignorant  that  five  of  the  Moorish  tribes  still  re- 
tain their  barbarous  Miom^  with  the  af^llatioii 
and  character  of  white  Africans.^  ^ 

^The  first  book  of  Leo  Africahus,  and  the  observations  of  Dr. 
Shaw,  (p.  2fO,  fgS,  S2T,  S47,  &c.),  will  throMr  ifom^Might  t>n  tlie 
rovipg  trib^»  p{  Barbarj,  of  Axajjiaii  or  Moorish  descent.    Bot 

SIUITT 
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V.  In  the  progress  of  conquest  from  the  north   chap. 
and  south  the  Goths  and  the  Saracens  encounter-      ^'* 
ed  eaoh  other  on  the  confines  of  Europe  ai^  Afri-  spah,. 
ca.  In  the  opinion  of  the  latter,  the  differenoe  of  ^^p^^. 
religion  is  a  reasonable  ground  of  enmity  ^ad>  war-  tJon^  and 
fare.''  As  early  as  the  time  of  OUiman*^  their,  pirat-  th^SI-abs, 
ical  squadrons  had  ravaged  the  coasts  of  Andalu-  ^'  ^'  '^^^• 
sia;^  nor  had  they  forgotten  the  relief  oC  Carthage 
by  the  Gothic  succours.  In  that  age^^as  w«U  asm 
the  po'esent,  the  kings  of  Spain  were  possessed 
of  the  fortress  of  Ceuta ;  one  of  the  columns  of 
Hercules^  which  is  divided  by  a^narronrstrait  from 
the  opposite  pillar  or  point -of  JSurope;    Ajsmall 
portion  c^  Mauritania  was  still,  wantsing  to  itkye 
African. conquest;  butMusa,  in^the  pitide j@f  vie* 
tory^twasrepulsedfrom  the  walis  of  Ceuta,  by  the 
vigilani^^eandfcourage  of  Count  Julian^  the  general 
of  the  Goths.  From  his  disappointment  and  pefT 
ptexiliy,  ^|iasa  was  j^dievedby  an  unexpected  tms^ 

Shaw  bad  seen  these  savages  with  distant  terror ;  and  Leo,  a  captive 
in  the'Vitican,  appears  toliave  lost  more  of  his  Arabic,  than  he  could 
Acquire  tfdr^k  or  Rooia«»  Sernning.  Many  of  h&i  grasi  miistakes 
might  be  detecte<|  io  the  first  period  of  the  Mahometan  history. 

*  In  a  conference  with  a  prince  of  the  Greeks,  Amrou  observed 
thatUhtffr  fel^oh  was  diffisivnt;'  upon  which  score  it  was"  lakful 
fyf  I^pIx^^  to  qv^iMnrel.  Ocld^'i  History  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i,  p. 
32S. 

«»  Abdlttfta,  Ahnkl.  MAsIem.  p:  ?8,  vers.  Reislce.  '        " 

«  Hit  nant^.tf  Andshisia'^is  applied  by  the  Arabs  not  onty  to  the 
modornjirovince,  but  to  the  .whole  peninsula  of  Spain,  (Geograph. 
Nub."  p.  151 ;  d'Herbelot,  BibI lot.  Orient,  p.  1 14, 1 1 5).  The  etymology 
tia»  btf^iVII^M  iniprobably  dedtided  fh>m  Vandalusia,  country  of  the 
Vandals,  vd*AnviIle,  Etats  de  TBurepe,  p.  146,  147,  &c.  But*the 
Handalusia  of  Casin,  which  signifies  in  Arabic,  the  region  of  the  even- 
ing, of  the  West,  i«  *  word,  the  Hesperia  of  the  Greeks,  is  perfectly  op- 
posite, (BlbJK>t«  Ai'a^C9*Ht«;pan^,  tern,  ii,  p.  327,  &c.). 

H  h2 
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CHAP,  sage  of  Uie  Christian  chief,  who  offered  his  place. 
^Jl;^  his  person,  and  his  sword,  to  the  successors  of 
Mahomet,  and  solicited  the  disigracefol  fa<ttioiir  of 
introducing  their  arms  into  the  heart  of  Spain/ 
If  we  inquire  into  the  cause  of  his  treachery,  the 
Spaniards  will  repeat  the  popular  story  of  his 
daughter  Cava;«  of  a  virgin  who  was  seduced,  ot 
ravished,  hy  her  sovereign ;  of  a  &ther  who  sacri- 
ficed his  religion  and  country  to  the  thirst  oi  re- 
venge. The  passions  of  princes  have  often  been 
licentious  and  destructive;  but  this  well-known 
tale,  romantic  in  itself,  is  indifferently  suppmrted 
by  external  evidence ;  and  the  history  of  Spain 
will  suggest  some  motives  of  interest  and  policy 
more  congenial  to  the  l»«ast  of  a  veteran  states- 
man.^   After  the  decease  or  deposition  of  Wi- 

'  The  fall  and  resurrecfion  of  the  Gothic  menarchy  are  related  by 
Marfama,  (torn.  I,  p.  t38-160, 1.  tJ,  c.  1*-2«  ;  1.  vii,  c  1,  J).  That 
Mttiflan  has  infused  into  hte  noble  ifDrk»(IIiatorte  deHebus  Rispanlae, 
libri  XXX,  Ha£:a  Comltum  1733,  in  four  volumes  in  folio,  with  the  Con< 
tinuation  of  Miniana),  the  style  and  q>irit  of  a  Roman  ekiasie;  and  af^ 
tcr  the  xiith  century,  his  knowledge  and  judgment  may  bs  safely  trust- 
ed. But  the  Jesuit  is  not  exempt  from  the  prgudiees  of  his  mder ; 
be  adopu  and  adorns  like  his  rival  Buchanan,  the  most  absurd  of  the 
national  legends ;  he  is  too  careless  of  criticism  and  cbrDnoingy,  and 
supplies,  from  a  lively  favcy,  thechaisms  of  faistoffical  avidenee.  These 
chasms  are  large  and  frequent ;  Boderie*  archbiriiop  of  Toledo,  the  fii- 
ther  of  the  Spanish  history,  lived  five  hundred  years  aft«*  the  conquest 
of  the  Arabs ;  and  the  more  eeily  acoounta  are  ooospris^d  w  some 
mstgre  lines  of  the  blind  chronicles  of  Isidore  of  Badajos,  iPaeeosis), 
and  of  Alphenso  111,  king  of  L.eon,  which  I  have  only  in  the  Annals 
ofFagi. 

s  Le  viol  (fi9js  Voltaure)  est  aussi  diflcile  a  fiure  qu*i  prouvvr.  Jh9 
Eviques  se  sereient  lis  lign^  pour  una  fille  ?  (Hist*  Generale,  c,  xxvi). 
His  argument  is  not  Isgically  conclusive. 

^  In  the  story  of  Cava,  Mariana  (1.  vi,  c.  21,  p.  241,  949}  seems 
to  vie  with  the  Lucrttia  of  Livy.    Like  the  ancients,  he  seldom 

quotes ; 
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tiza,  his  two  sons  were  supplanted  bythe  ambition  chap. 
of  Roderic^  a  noble  Goth,  whose  father,  the  duke  ^^' 
or  governor  of  a  province,  had  fallen  a  victim  to  state  of 
the  preceding  tyranny.  The  monarchy  was  still  ^^J^^^ 
elective;  but  the  sons  of  Witiza,  educated  on  the 
steps  of  the  throne»  Were  impiitient  of  a  private 
station.  Their  resentment  was  the  more  danger- 
ous, as  it  was  varnished  with  the  dissimulation  of 
courts :  their  followers  wereexcited  by  the  remem- 
brance of  favours  and  the  promise  of  a  revolution; 
and  their  unde  Oppas,  archbishop  of  Toledo  and 
Seville,  was  the  first  person  in  the  church,  and 
the  second  in  the  state.  It  is  probable  that  Julian 
was  involved  in  the  disgrace  of  the  unsuccessful 
faction  ;  that  he  had  little  to  hope  and  much  to 
fear  from  the  new  reign;  and  that  the  imprudent 
king  could  not  forget  or  forgive  the  injuries  which 
"Roderic  and  his  family  had  sustained*  The  merit 
and  influence  of  the  count  rendered  him  an  useful 
or  formidable  subject:  his  estates  were  ample,  his 
followers  bold  and  numerous,  and  it  was  too  fatal- 
ly shewn  that,  by  his  Andalusian  and  Mauritanian 
conmiands,  he  held  in  his  hand  the  keys  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy.  Too  feeble,  however,  to 
meet  his  sovereign  in  arms,  he  sought  the  aid  of  a 
foreign  power ;  and  his  rash  invitation  of  the 
Moors  and  Arabs  produced  the  calamities  of  eight 
hundred  years.  In  his  epistles,  or  in  a  personal 
interview,  he  revealed  the  wealth  and  nakedness 

(^a^tn  ;  mod  the  oideet  tertimogy  of  Bflr»iiia8»  (AnnaL  Boelet.  A.  D. 
7ia^  N«.  19>,  thai  of  Uxaa  Tudeaais,  a  GatUdaft  deacon  of  Uie  acUitk 
renturjr,  only  a^Sr  Cava  quua  pro  coaciilMn&  uubatiir. 
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CHAP,  of  his  country ;  the  weakness  of  an  unpopular 
prinfce ;  the  degeneracy  of  an  effeminate  people. 
ITie  Goths  were  no  longer  the  victorious  bar- 
barians who  had  humbled'  the  pride  of  Rome, 
despoiled  the  queen  of  nations,  and  penetrated 
from  the  Danube  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Seclud- 
ed from  the  world  by  the  Pyrenean  mountain^, 
the. successors  of  Alaric  had  slumbered  in  a  long 
peace ;  the  walls  of  the  cities  were  mouldered  in- 
to dust  :  the  youth  had  abandoned  liie  exercise 
of  arms ;'  and  the  presumption  of  their  ancient 
renown  would  cfxpose  them  in  a  field  of  battle  to 
the  first  assault  of  the  iiivaders.  The  ambitious 
Saracen  was  fired  by  the  ease  and  importance  of 
the  attempt ;  but  the  execution  was  delayed  till 
he  had  consulted  the  commander  of  the  faithful; 
and  bis* messenger  returned  with  the  permission 
of  WaKd  to  annex  the  unknown  kingdoms  of  the 
West  to  the  religion  and  throne  of  the  caliphs. 
In  his  residence  of  Tangier,  Musa,  with  secrecy 
and  caution,  continued  his  correspondence  and 
liastened  his  preparations.  But  the  remorse  of  tbe 
conspirators  was  soothed  by  the  fallacious  assur- 
ance that  he  should  content  himself  with  the  glory 
and  spoil,  ^  ithout  aspiring  to  establish  the  Mos- 
lems beyond  the  sea  that  separates  Africa  from 
Europe.*     .        - 

'  The  Orientals,  Elmacin,  Abulpharagius,  Abulfeda*  pass  over  tbe 
conquest  of  Spain  in  silence,  or  with  a  single  word.  The  text  of  No- 
vairi,  and  the  other  Arabian  writers,  is  represented*  though  with 
n<ime  foreign  alloy,  by  M.  de  Cardoime,  (Hist,  de  i'Afriqae  et  de 
TEspagiw  sous  hi  Domination  des  Arafaes,  Paris,  1765, 3voL  in  12mo, 
tern,  i,  p.  5^1  U),  and  more  oonciaely  1^  JH^'da  Gu|gne«,  (Hist,  des 

Huniv 


OF  THE  ROMAN  £IMP1RB.  471 

Before  Musa  would  trust  an  army  of  the  faith-  c  h  a^ 
ful  to  the  traitors  and  ihfidels  of  a  foreign  land,      ^''' 


he  made  a  Iqss  dai^rous  trial  of  their  strength  The  first 
and  Vivacity,   One  hundred  Arabs,  and.four  hun-  f^rArabs, 
dred  Afrioans,  passed  over,  in  four  vessels,  frpm  ^^'  ^^^' 
Tai^er,  or  Ceuta ;  the  place  of  their  4f  scent  on 
the  o|^site  shore  of  the  strait,  is  marked  by 
the  name  of  Tarif  their  chief;  and  the  date  of 
this  memorable  event  ^  is  fixed  to  the  month  of 
Ramadan*  of  the  ni^ety-firsl;  ye^r  of  the  Hegira, 
to  the  month  of  July,  s^ven  hundred  and  fprty 
eight  years  from  the  Spanish  era,  of  Caps^f ;'  seven 
hundred  and  ten  after  the  bip th  pf  Cl^rigjt.  ,Froni 
ihdr  first  station,  they  mq^rched  ei^ht^en  miles 

Iluns,  torn,  i,  p.  347-350).  The  nbrarian  of  the  EscuHal'has  not 
satisfied  my  hopes :  yet  he  appears  to  hate  seairhjcd  mtb  ^|igpnce 
his  broken  materials ;  and  the  history  of  the  conquest  is  illustrated  by 
j?ome  valuable  fragments  of  the  genuine  Razis,  (who  wrote  at  Cofduba, 
A.  H.  300),  of  Ben  Hatil/  &o.  See  Bibliot.  ikrai»OD>Hidpina,  tokift.  ii, 
p.  38, 105,  10^  182,  242;  319-332.  On  this  occasion,  the  industry 
of  Pagi  has  been  aided  by  the  Arabic  learning  of  his  friend  the  Abbe 
de  Longuerue,  and  to  their  joint  labours  I  am  deeply  indebted. 

^  A  mirtak»  of  Koderic  of  Toledo,  in  comparing  the  lunar  yelu-s 
»f  the  Hegira  with  the  Julian  years  of  the  era,  has  determined  Baro- 
nius,  Mariana,  and  the  crowd  of  Spanish  historians,  to  place  the  first 
invasion  in  the  year  713,  and  the  battle  of  Xeres  in  November  714. 
Thi«  anachronism  of  three  years  has  been  detected  by  the  more  cor- 
rect industry  of  modern  chronologists,  above  all,  of  Pagi,  (Critica, 
torn,  iii,  p.  169,  lTl-174),  who  have  restored  the  genuine  state  of  the 
revolution.  At  the  present  time  an  Arabian  scholar,  like  Cardqnne^ 
who  adopts  the  ancient  error,  (tom.  i,  p.  75),  is  inexcusably  ignorant 
qr  careless. 

»  The  era  of  Caesar,  which  in  Spain  was  in  legal  and  popuLir  vse 
till  the  Kivth  century,  begins  thirty-eight  years  before  the  birth  of 
Christ.  I  would  refer  the  origin  to  the  general  peace  by  sea  and  land, 
ivhich  confirmed  the  power  and  fortition  of  the  triumvirs,  (Dion. 
Casaius,  1.  xlviu,  p.  547,  558.  Appian  de  Btll.  CivU.  1.  v,  p.  1034^ 
edit.  foL).  Spain  was  a  province  of  CsBsar  Octavian ;  and  Tarragona, 
which  raised  the  first  temple  to  Augustus,  (Tacit.  AnnaL  i,  78},  jni^ht 
horrow  from  the  Orientals  this  mode  of  fiattery. 
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CHAP*  througli  an  hiiiy  eoimtrj  to  ike  castle  and  town 
t..  x!l^m  <^f  Julian ;""  on' which  (it  i9  still  called  Algezire) 
*  they  bestowed  the  name  of  the  Green  I^md, 
from  a  verdant  cape  that  adrances  into  the  sea. 
Their  hospitable  entertainment,  the  Christians 
who  joined  their  standard,  their  inroad  into  a 
fertile  and  unguarded  provincef  tiie  richness  of 
their  spoil  and  the  safety  of  their  rettttn,  an- 
nounced to  their  brethren  the  most  fafvonrable 
omens  of  victory.  In  the  eoming  spring,  five 
thousand  veterans  and  volunteers  were  embark- 
ed under  the  ccMnmand  of  Tarik,  a  dauntless 
and  skilful  soldiar,  who  surpassed  the  expecta- 
tion of  his  chief;  and  the  necessary  traEsports 
were  provided  by  the  industry  of  their  too  faith- 
Jc^^d*r  ^*  ^^-  "^^^  Saracens  landed^  at  the  pilbr  or 
ff^h  point  of  Europe ;  the  corrupt  and  familiar  ap- 
April,  .  '  pellation  of  Gibraltar  (ixebelal  Tprik)  describes 
the  mountain  of  Tank ;  and  the  intrenchments 
of  his  camp  were  the  first  outline  of  those  for- 
tifications, which  in  the  Imnds  of  our  country- 
men, have  resisted  the  art  and  power  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon.  The  adjacent  governors  in- 
formed the  court  of  Toledo  of  the  descent  and 
progress  of  the  Arabs ;  and  the  defeat  of  his  lieu- 
tenant £deco,  who  had  been  commanded  to  seise 
and  bind  the  presumptuous  strangers,  admmiished 

*  The  roftd,  the  country,  the  oM  CBftle  fit  Count  Julian,  and  tiie 
superstitious  belief  of  the  Spaniards  of  hidden  twasure*,  fte.  nv  <1^ 
scribed  by  Pere  Lftbat  (Vojagee  en  Espagnc  et  en  Fta]ie»  torn,  i,  p^  WT- 
217)  with  his  umal  pleasantry. 

■  The  Nubian  Geographer  (p.  154)  es:plains  the  topogniphy  «f 
the  war ;  but  it  is  highly  incredible  that  the  lieutenant  of  Must 
should  execute  the  desperate  and  useless  measure  of  bonziBf  ^ 
iihips. 
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Roderic  of  the  magnitude  of  the  danger.   At  the  chap. 
royal  suminons,  the  dukes,  and  counts,  the  bishops      ^^' 


^nd  nobles  of  the  Gothic  monarchy,  assembled  at 
the  head  of  their  followers ;  and  the  title  of  king 
of  the  Romans,  which  is  employed  by  an  Arabic 
historian^  may  be  excused  by  the  close  affinity  of 
language,  religion,  and  manners,  between  the  na<* 
tions  of  ^pain.  His  army  <x)nsisted  of  ninety  or 
an  hundred  thousand  men ;  a  formidable  power, 
if  their  fidelity  *and  discipline  had « been  ade* 
quate  to  their  numbers.  The  troops  of  Tank 
bad  been  augmented  to  twelve  thousand  Sara* 
cens;  but  the  Christian  malecontents  were  at* 
tracted  by  the  infiuetlce  of  Julian,  and  a  crowd 
of  Afdcans  most  greedily  tasted  the  temporal 
blessings  of  the  Koran,  in  the  neighbouiiiood 
of  Ca<fiz»  the  town  of  Xeres^  has  been  illustrated 
by  the  encounter  which  determined  the  fate  of  ^ndvietory, 
the  kingdom ;  the  stream  of  the  Guadalete,  te/ 
which  falls  into  the  bay,  ^^^idedlthe  two  camps, 
and  marked  the  advancing  and  retreating  skir- 
mishes dl  three  sioccessive  and  bloody  days.  On 
the  fourth  day,  the  two  armies  joined  a  more 
serious  and  decisive  issue ;  but  Alaric  would  have 
blushed  at  the  sight  of  his  unworthy  successor, 
sustaining  <m  bis  head  a  diadem  of  pearls,  en- 
cumbered with  a  flowing  robe  of  gold  and  silken 
embroidery,  and  reclining  on  a  litter,  or  car  of 
ivory,  drairn  by  two  white  mules.  Notwith- 
standing the  valour  of  the  Saracens,  they  faint- 

•  Xeres  (the  Roman  colony  of  Asta  Kegia)  is  only  two  leagues  from 
Cadiz.  In  the  xvith  century  It  was  a  granary  of  corn  ;  and  the  wine 
of  Xeres  i»  familiar  to  the  natioiw  of  Europe,  (Lnd.  Nonii  Hispania, 
c,  IS,  p.  54  06>  ft  work  of  corveet  and  conci«e  knowledge ;  d^AnviUc, 
Btato  4e  rEuxope,  &c.  p.  15i}, 


LL 
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CHAP,  ed  under  the  weight  of  multitudes,  and  the  plain 
of  Xeres  was  overspread  with  sixteen  ^oosand 
of  their  dead  bodies.  **  My  brethren,"  said  Tarik 
to  his  surviving  companions,  ^*  the  enemy  is  be- 
"  fore  you,  the  sea  is  behind ;  whither  would  ye 
**  fly?  Follow  your  general :  I  am  resolved  either 
^*  to  lose  my  life,  or  to  trample  on  the  prostrate 
*<  king  of  the  Romans."  Besides  the  resource  of 
despair,  he  confided  in  the  secret  correspondence 
and  nocturnal  interviews  of  Count  Julian,  with 
the  sons  and  the  brother  of  Witiza.  The  two 
princes  and  the  archbishop  of  Toledo  occupied 
the  most  important  post :  their  well-timed  defec- 
tion broke  the  ranks  of  the  Christians;  each  war- 
rior was  prompted  by  fear  or  suspicion  to  consult 
his  personal  safety ;  and  the  remains  of  the  Go- 
thic army  were  scattered  or  destroyed  in  the 
flight  and  pursuit  of  the  du'ee  following  days. 
Amidst  the  general  disorder^  Roderic  started 
from  his  car,  and  mounted  Ordia,  the  fleetest  of 
his  horses;  but  he  escaped  from  a  soldier's  death 
to  perish  more  ignobly  in  the  waters  of  the  Boetis 
or  Guadalquivir.  His  diadem,  his  robes,  and  bis 
courser,  were  found  on  the  bank ;  but  as  the  body 
of  the  Gothic  prince  was  lost' in  the  waves,  the 
pride  and  ignorance  of  the  caliph  must  have  been 
gratified  with  some  meaner  head,  which  was  ex- 
posed in  triumph  before  the  palace  of  Damascus. 
**  And  such,"  continues  a  valiant  Ustorian  of  tbe 
Arabs,  "  is  the  fate  of  those  kings  who  with- 
"  draw  themselves  from  a  field  of  battle."  ^ 

p  Id  sane  infortunii  regibus  pedem  ex  acie  referentibus  soepe  con- 
lingtt.  Ben  Hazil  of  Grenada,  in  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hispana,  torn,  ii,  p. 
:m.    Some  credulous  Spaniards  believe  that  king  Roderic,  or  Bo- 

derigo> 
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Cdunt  j^ulian  had  plunged  so  '<ieep  into  guilt  chap. 
and  infan)y,  that  his  only  Ijope  was  in  the  ruin  ^^;^^^^'^^^ 
of  his  country.    After  the  battle  of  Xeres  he  re-  Ruin  of 
commended  the  most  effectual  measures  to  the  ^^J^^^^ 
victorious  Saracen.     "  The  king  of  the  Goths  is  a.  a  til 
"   slain ;  their  princes  are  fled  before  you,  the 
"   army  is  routed,  the  nation  is  astonished.     Se- 
^*   cure  with  sufficient  detachments  the  cities  of 
'V  Bcetica;  bi|t  in  person,  and  without  delay,* 
**   march  to  the  royal  city  of  Toledo,  and  allow  • 
**   not  the  distracted  Christians  either  time  of- 
*«   tranquillity  for  the  election  of  a  new   rao- 
"   narch."  Tarik  listened  to  his  advice.    A  Ro- 
man captive  and  proselyte,  who  had  been  en- 
franchised by  the  caliph  himself,  assaulted  Cor- 
dova  with  seven  hundred  horse ;  he  swam  the 
river,  surprised  the  town,  and  drove  the  Christ- 
ians into  the  great  church,  where  they  defended 
themselves  above  three  months.     Another  de- 
tachment reduced  the  sea-coast  of  Boetica,  which 
in  the  last  period  of  the  Moorish  power,  has  com- 
prised in  a  narrow  space  the  populous  kingdom 
of  Grenada.    The  march  of  Tarik  from  the  Boe- 
tis  to  the  Tagus,'^  was  directed  through  the  Sier-  ' 
ra  Morena,  that  separates  Andalusia  and  Cas- 

derigo,  ^iscaped  to  ao  hermit*s  cell ;  and  ethers  that  he  was  cast  alive 
into  a  tub  full  of  serpents,  from  whence  he  exclaimed  with  a  lament- 
able Toice, — •*  They  devour  the  part  with  which  I  have  so  grievously 
«   sinnedi**  (Don  Quixote,  part  ii,  1.  iii,  c.  i). 

«i  The  direct  road  from  Corduba  to  Toledo  was  measured  by  Mr. 
Swinburne*s  mules  in  73^  hours ;  but  a  larger  computation  must  be 
adopted  for  the  slow  and  devious  marches  of  an  army.  The  Arabs 
traversed  the  province  of  La  Maneha,  which  the  pen  of  Cervantet 
has  transformed  into  classic  ground  to  the  reader  of  every  nation. 
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CHAP,  tille,  till  he  appeared  in  arms  under  the  walls  of 
^^J^^  Toledo/  The  most  zealous  of  the  catholics  had 
escaped  with  the  relics  of  their  saints ;  and  if  the 
gates  were  shut,  it  was  only  till  the  victor  had 
subscribed  a  fair  and  reasonable  capitulation. 
The  voluntary  exiles  were  allowed  to  depart  with 
their  effects :  seven  churches  were  appropriated 
to  the  Christian  worship;  the  archbishop  and  his 
clergy  were  at  liberty  to  exercise  their  functions, 
the  monks  to  practise  or  neglect  their  penance ; 
and  the  Goths  and  Romans  were  left  in  all  civil 
and  criminal  cases  to  the  subordinate  jurisdiction 
of  their  own  laws  and  magistrates.  But  if  the 
justice  of  Tarik  protected  the  Christians^  his  gra- 
titude and  policy  rewarded  the  Jews,  to  whose 
secret  or  open  aid  he  was  indebted  for  his  most 
important  acquisitions.  Persecuted  by  the  kings 
and  synods  of  Spain,  who  had  often  pressed  the 
alternative  of  banishment  or  baptism,  tiiat  ont- 
cast  nation  embraced  the  moment  of  revenge;  the 
comparison  of  their  past  and  {nresent  state  was 
the  pledge  of  their  fidelity ;  and  the  alliance  be- 
tween the  disciples  of  Moses  and  of  Mahomet, 
was  maintained  tni  the  final  era  of  their  common 
expulsion*  From  the  royal  seat  of  Toledo,  the 
Arabian  leader  spread  his  conquests  to  the  north, 
cfver  the  modem  realms  of  Castille  and  Leon ;  Iwt 
it  is  needless  to  enumerate  the  cities  that  yielded 

""  The  antiquities  of  Toledo,  UrU  Ptarva  in  the  Poaic  wm,  UrU 
Itegia  in  the  vith  centuiy,  are  briefly  described  byNoniiis,  (ffispuua, 
c.  59»  IK  181-180).  He  borrows  from  Roderic  ^e  fiOiUt  pgiwtinm  of 
Moorish  portraits;  but  modesUy  inaJmwtPS  that  it  was  no  i 
a  Roman  amphitheatre* 
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on  ids  approach)  or  again  to  desoribe  the  table  chap. 
of  emerald/  transported  from  the- East  by  the 
Romans,  acquired  by  the  Goths  among  the  spoils 
of  Home,  and  presented  by  the  Arabs  to  the 
throne  of  Damascus.  Beyond  the  Asturian 
mountains,  the  maritime  town  of  Gijon  was  the 
term*  of  the  lieutenant  of  Musa,  who  had  per- 
formed, with  the  speed  of  a  traveller,  his  vic- 
torious march,  of  seven  hundred  miles,  from 
the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the  bay  of  Biscay.  The 
failure  of  land  compelled  him  to  retreat ;  and  he 
was  recalled  to  Toledo,  to  excuse  his  presump- 
tion of  subduing  a  kingdom  in  the  absence  of 
his  general.  Spain,  which,  in  a  more  savage 
and  disorderly  state,  had  resisted,  two  hundred 
years,  the  arms  of  the  Romans,  was  €»ver-run  in 
a  few  months  by  those  of  the  Saracens;  and  such 
Tiras  the  eagerne^  of  submission  and  treaty,  that 
the  governor  of  Cordova  is  recorded  as  the  on- 
ly chief  who  fell,  without  conditions,  a  prisoner 
into  their  hands.  The  cause  of  the  Goths  had 
been  irrevocably  judged  in  the  field  of  Xeres ; 
and,  in  the  national  dismay,  each  part  of  the  mo- 

•  In  the  Historia  Arabum,  <c.  9,  p.  17,  ad  calcem  Blmacin),  Rode«> 
ric  of  Toledo  describes  the  emerald  tables,  and  inserts  the  name  of 
3f  edinat  Almeyda  in  Arabic  words  and  letters.  He  appears  to  be 
conversant  with  the  Mahometan  writers ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  M. 
de  Goignes,  (Hist,  des  Huns,  torn,  i,  p.  350)«  that  he  had  read  and 
duBscribed  Norairi  $  because  be  was  dead  an  hundred  years  before 
I^'ovairi  oomposed  his  history.  This  mistake  is  founded  on  a  stilt 
f^roaaor  error.  .4if.  de  Gulgnes  cj^nfounds  the  historian  Roderic  Xi- 
znenea,  arcfaWshop  of  Toledo,  in  the  xiiith  century,  with  dirdinal  Xi- 
xnenesy  who  governed  Spain  in  the  beginning  of  the  xvith,  and  was  the 

subject,  not  the  author,  of  historical  compositions. 

*  Tarik  might  have  inscnbed  on  the  last  rock,  the  boast  of  Reg- 
siard  and  his  companions  in  their  Lapland  journey,  **  Hie  tandem 
•*  £tetimus,  nobis  ubi  defuit  orbis." 
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narchj  decKned  a  contest  with  the  antagonkt 
who  had  vanquished  the  united  strength  of  the 
whole/  That  strength  had  been  wasted  by  two 
successive  seasons  of  famine  and  pestilence;  and 
the  governors,  who  were  impatient  to  surrender, 
migiit  exaggerate  the' difficulty  of  collecting  the 
provisions  of  a  siege.  To  disarm  the  ChrisUans, 
superstition  likewise  contributed  her  terrors;  and 
the  subtle  Arab  oicouraged  the  report  of  dreams, 
omens,  and  prophecies,  and  of  the  portraits  of 
•the  destined  conquerors  of  Spain,  that  wert  dis- 
covered on  breaking  open  an  apartment  of  the 
royal  palace.  Yet  a  spark  of  the  vitid  flame  was 
still  alive :  some  invincible  fugitives  preferred  a 
life  of  pm^erty  and  freedom  in  the  Asturian  val- 
leys; the  hardy  mountaineers  repulsed  the  slaves 
of  the  caliph ;  and  the  sword  of  Pelagsus*  has 
be^i  transformed  into  the  sceptre  of  the  catho- 
lic kings.^ 
2^^  On  the  intelligence  of  this  rapid  success,  the  I 
A^D^ni  *PP^"se  of  Musa  degenerated  into  envy:;  and 
713.  '  he  began,  not  to  complain,  but  to  fear  that  Ta- 
rik  would  leave  him  nothing  to  subdue.  •  At^he 
head  of  ten  thousand  Arabs  and"  eight  thousand  | 
Africans,  he  passed  over  in  pA*son  from  >Mauri- 
tania  to  Spain  :  the  first  of  his  oom|)amooj(  iiz^re 

.'f,     ■  •    -  ' 

"  Such  was  the  arirumcnt  of  the  traitor  Oppas,  and  evexj  chief  to  I 
whom  it  was  addressed  did  not  answer  wiih  the  spirit  of  Pelagi- 
us,..^xnnts  Hispania  dudam  sub  uno  ngimine-' ^b«di«rutiv»-'tittiBis 
exercitus   Ilispaoiae  in   uno  congregatus.  ismaeUtfriun^  .oon^  f»)uit 
6Udtinere  impetum.     Chron.  Alphonsi  Regis,   apud  Pagi.  torn,  iiit   I 
p.  17T.  1 

*  The  revival  of  the  Gothic  kingdom  in  the  Asturias  is  distinctly 
though  concisely  noticed  bv  d'Anvillc,  (Etjits  dc  TEurope,  p.  159>. 
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the  noblest  of  the  Koreish;  his  elctest  son  was  chap. 
left  in  the  comiitand  of  Africa;  the  three  young- 
er brethren  were  of  an  age  and  spirit  to  second 
the  boldest  enteiprises  of  their  father.  At  his  land- 
ing in  Algearo,  faKOiW^s  respectfully  entertained 
by  Count  Julian,  mho  stifled  bis  inward  remorse^ 
and  testified,  both  in  wiords  and  actions,  that'the 
victory  of  the  Arabs  had  not  impaired  his  attach- 
ment to  their  cause.  Some  enemies  yet  remain* 
ed  for  the  sword  of  Miisa.  Thetardy  repentance 
of  the  Goths  had  compared  their  own  numbers 
and  those  of  the  invaders ;  the  cities  from  which 
the  march  of  Tarik  had  declined,  considered 
th^nselves  as  im}H-egnable ;  and  the  bravest  pa- 
triots drfmided  the  fortifications  of  Seville  and 
Merida;  They  were  successively  besieged  and 
reduced  by  the  labour  of  Musa,  who  transported 
his  camp  from  the  Boetis  to  the  Anas,  from  the 
Guadalquivir  to  the  Guadiana.  When  he  beheld 
the  Works  of  Roman  magnificence,  the  bridge, 
the  aqueducts,  the  triijimphal  arches,  and  the 
theatre,  of  the  andeiit  metropolis  of  Lusitania, 
^  I  should  imagine,"  said  he  to  his  four  c&tn- 
prions,  *\  that  the  human  race  must  have  unit- 
<<  ed>  their  art  and  power  in  the  foundation  of 
<^  this  city  rJb^py  is  the  man  who  shall  become 
"  its  master !"  He  aspired  to  that  happiness, 
but, the  Emeritans  sustained  on  this  occasion  the 
hoaour  of  their  descent  from  the  veteran  legion- 
aries of  Augustus/     Disdaining  the  confine- 

y  The  honourable  relics  of  the  Cantabrian  war  (Dion.  Cassius,  L 
liii,  p.  720)  were  planted  in  this  metropolis  of  Lusitania,  perhaps  of 
Spain,  (submittit  cui  tota  suos  Hispania  fasces).  Nonius  (Hispania* 
c.  31,  p.  10G~nO)  enuinerfites  the  ancient  structures,  but  conc^ndes 

with 
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The  wooden  tofTCts  of 
wonk  to  tfe  fiMit  of  the 
fimoe  of  Mcrida  was 
castk  of  the  mar^pv 
of  thtiomn  oiihe 

Oie  tiesieged  was  at  lo^  sobdned  1^^  i 
aod  despair;  and  the  piwieBt  Tidar  ^spnsed 
Us  iflipatieiice  under  the  Danes  of  deoMBCf  awl 
esteem*  Tbeattenattveofexile  ortribnlewas 
allowed;  the  dmrcfaes  were  divided  iieiweeii 
the  two  rdigioBs;  and  tlie  wcaltb  of  those  who 
liad  fallen  in  tlie  siege,  or  retired  to  GaKda, 
was  ooiifiscated  as  the  reward  of  the  fidlMiil. 
In  tiie  midwqr  between  Moida  and  Toledo, 
the  lieutenant  of  Musa  saloled  the  Tic^erart  of 
the  caliph,  and  conducted  him  to  the  palace  of 
the  Gothic  kings.  Their  first  intenriew  was 
cold  and  formal :  a  rigid  account  wasexacted  of 
the  treasares  of  Spain :  the  character  of  Tank 
was  exposed  to  su^icion  and  obloquy ;  and  tiie 
hero  was  imprisoned,  leiriied,  and  igoominioosly 
scourged  by  the  hand,  or  liie  command,  of  Ma- 
sa.  Yet  so  strict  was  the  discipline,  so  pure 
the  zeal,  or  so  tame  the  spirit,  of  tiie  prunitive 
Moslems,  that  after  this  public  indignity.  Tank 
could  serve  and  be  trusted  in  the  reductim  of 
the  Tarragonese  province.  A  mosch  was  erect- 
ed at  Saragossa,  by  the  liberality  of  the  Koreish: 

with  fl  0igh,«— Urbs  ha»c  olftn  noliilissima  ad  magnam  incolarum  infre- 
quentiAm  ^elapta  wt  et  pi*8Eter  priscae  clarltatis  ruinas  nihil  ortendit. 


LI. 


or  tHB  RDM  AN  BMPItB.  481 

tbe  p0H  of  Qarceldtia  w^bs  ofpened  to  ihe  vessels  chaf;) 
of  Syria;  and  the  GoUis.  were,  pursued  b^ond 
the  Pyrenean  mountains  into  their  Gallic  pro- 
vince of  Septimania  or  Latiguedoc-*'  In  the 
church  of  St,  Mary  at  Oarcassone,  Musa  found/ 
but  it 'i^  improbable  that  be  left,  seven  eques- 
trian statues  of  massy  silver;  and  from  bis  term 
or  column  of  Narbonne,  he  returned  on  his  foot- 
steps to  the  Gallician  and  Lusitanian  shores  of 
the  ocean.  During  the  absence  of  the  father, 
his  son  Abdelaziz  cluastiiJed  tbe  insurgents  of 
Seville,  and  reduced,  from  Malaga  to  Valentia, 
the  sea-coast' of  t^e  Mediterranean:  his  original 
treaty  with  the  discreet  iatid  valiant  Theodemir* 
will  represent  the  manix^s  and  policy  of. the 
times.  **  The  conditions  of  peace  agreed  and 
"  sworn  between  Ahdelaziz,  the  son  of  Musa,  the 
'^  son  of  Nassir^  and  Theodmir^  prince  of  the 
''Goths.  In  the  name  of  the  most  merciful 
**  God,  Abdeteztz  makes  peace  on  these,  condi- 
"  tions :  that  Theodemir  shall  not  be  disturbed 


■  Both  the  intarpMtcrs  of  Novairi,  dc  Guignes  (Hist.  desHuns, 
torn,  i,  p.  349)  and  Cardoiuie,  (Hist,  de  TAfrique  et  de  TEspagne,  torn-' 
h  p.  93,  94,  104,  105),  lead  Musa  ftito  the  Narbonnese  Gaul.  But  I 
find  noitufeiltMUi.qf  this  enterprise  either  in  Roderic  of  Toledo,  or  the 
M^.  of  the  £scurial,  and  tlie  invasion  of  the  iSaracena  is  pos.tponed 
by  a  French  chronicle  till  the  ixth  year  after  the  conquest  of  Spain, 
A.  D.  781,  (Fhgi,  Critica,  torn,  ui,  p.  177,  195.  Histotians  of  France, 
torn.  lit).   1  miiph  question  whether  Miiaa  ever  pasted  the  Pyrenees. . 

•  Four  hundred  years  after  Theodemir,  his  territories  of  Murcia  and 
Canhagena  retain  in  the  Nubian  geographer  Edrisi,  (p.  154,  161), 
the  ttsmeof  Tateilff,  (D'Anvilie,  Etats^e  TEurope,  p.  156 ;  Pagi,  torn, 
i"«  p.  174).  In  the  present  decay  of  Spanish  agriculture,  Mr.  Swin- 
burne. (Travels  into  9pain,  p.  115)  surveyed  with  pleasujee  the  delicious 
▼alley  fVom  Murcta  to  Orihuela,  four  leagues  and  a^half  of  the  finest 
<^'iin,  pulse,  lucern,  oranges,  Ac. 
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CHAP*  ^  in  his  prindpfditj ;  nor  anj  iivwf  faetoflfered 
^'  to  the  life  or  propertj,  the  wives  aad  cluMreii^ 
*'  the  religion  and  temples,  of  the  Christians : 
^'  that  Theodemir  dull  freely  deliver  his  sevea 
*^  cities,  Orihuela,  Yalentola,  Alicant,  Mola*  Va- 
''  easora,  Bigerra,  (now  B^ar),  Ora,  {or  (^ta), 
^'  and  Lorca :  that  he  shall  not  assist  c^  enter- 
«  tain  the  enemies  of  the  cali^»  but  shidl  faith- 
**  f ttUj  communicate  his  knowledge  oi  their 
''  hostile  designs :  that  himself,  and  each  of  the 
"^  Gothic  noUes,  shall  ananaUy  psj  one  ^ece 
**  of  gold,  four  measures  of  wheat,  as  many  of 
^*  barley,  with  a  certain  proportion  of  honey, 
^  oil,  and  vinegar ;  and  that  eac^  of  thdr  vassds 
**  diall  be  taxed  at  eoe  moiety  of  the  9aid  im- 
*'  positi<Hi*  Given  the  fourth  of  Regeb,  m  the 
^*  year  of  the  Hegira  ninety^fimr,  mod  subscribed 
**  with  the  nameis  c^four  Mussulman  witnesses.''^ 
Theodemir  and  his  subjects  were  treated  with 
uncommon  lenity ;  but  the  rate  of  tribute  appears 
to  have  fluctuated  from  a  tenth  to  a  fifth,  accord* 
ing  to  the  submission  or  obstinacy  of  the  Christ- 
ians.'' In  this  revolution,  many  partial  calsunities 

^  See  th«  tieaty  in  Arabic  and  Latin,  in  the  Bibliotheea  Arabko« 
Uif>]Mna,  torn,  il,  p.  105,  lOS.  It  is  signed  the  4th  of  the  Bioiith  of 
Uegeht  A.  H.  94,  the  ^h  ef  April,  A.  D.  713 ;  edate  trbicdi  seems  ta 
prolong,  the  resistance  of  Thtodemir  and  the  governiaent  of  Musa. 

«  From  the  history  of  Sandoval,  p.  S7,  Vlcury  <Hiat.  Sectea.  toa. 
ix,  p.  901)  has  given  the  substance  of  another  treaty  eoncluded  A.  M, 
C.  769,  A.  IX  734,  between  an  Arabian  chief,  and  the  Gothsand  Rs- 
mans,  of  the  territory  of  Coirimbra  in  Portugal.  The  tax  of  tile 
ehurclMS  is  fiisd  at  twenly^fite  pounds  of  goid  i  of  the  monaeteries, 
aCtyi  of  the  cathednls,  one  habdi?d:  the  Christians  are  judged  by 
their  county  but  in  ci^tal  cases  he  nuist  oonsdlt  the  alcaide.  The 
church  doors  must  be  shut*  and  they  must  respect  the  nani«  of  Ma- 
homet. I  have  not  the  original  before  me ;  it  would  conim  or  de- 
stroy 
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wer6  inflicted  by  the  carnal  or  religious  pal8ion$  chap^ 
of  the  enthusiasCs ;  sonCie  churdies  were  profaned  ^.Jli,^ 
by  the  new  worship :  some  relics  or  images  were 
confounded  with  idols :  the  rebels  were  put  to  the 
sword ;  and  one  town  (an  obscure  place  betweea 
Cordora  and  Seville)  was  razed  to  its  foundations* 
Yet  if  we  cosipare  the  invasion  of  Spain  by  the 
Goths,  or  its  rcscoirery  by  the  kings  of  Castile 
and  ArregM»  we  must  iqpplatud  the  modaratioQ 
and  discipline  of  the  Arabian  conquerors. 

The  exploits  of  Musa  w»e  performed  in  the  nivace 
eyening  of  life»  though  he  afiSected  to  disguise  his  a.  d^ua. 
age  by  colouring  with  a  red  powder  the  Whiteness 
of  his  beard.  But  in  the  love  of  action  and  glory, 
his  breaitt  was  still  fired  with  the  ardour  of 
youth ;  and  the  possession  of  Spain  was  consider* 
ed  only  as  the  first  step  to  the  monarchy  of  Eu- 
rope. With  a  powerful  armament  by  sea  and 
land,  he  was  preparing  to  repass  the  Pyrenees, 
to  extinguish  in  Gaul  and  Italy  the  declining 
kingdoms  of  the  Franks  and  Lombards,  and  to 
preach  the  unity  of  God  on  the  altar  of  the  Va- 
tican. From  thence  subduing  the  barbarians 
of  Germany,  he  proposed  to  follow  the  course** 
of  the  Danube  from  its  source  to  the  Euxine  sea, 
to  overthrow  the  Greek  or  Roman  empire  of 
Constantinople,  and  returning  from  Europe  to 
Asia,  to  unite  his  new  acquisitions  with  Antioeh 
and  the  provinces  of  Syria."^    But  his  vast  en- 

stroy  a  dark  suspicion,  that  the  piec€t  has  been  forged  to  introduce  the 
immunity  of  a  nelghhouring  convent 

'  This  design>  which  is  atustedby«et?cra2  AraUan  historians,  (Car- 
donne,  tqm*  i,  p.  95,  06),  may  be  conopared  with  that  of  Mithridates, 

112  to 
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CHAP;  terprise,  perhaps  of  easy  execution,  must  hav<* 
^-,^,,'^^,  ^emed  extravagant  to  vulgar  minds  ;  and  the  vi- 
sionary conqueror  was  soon  reminded  of  his  de- 
pendence and  servitude.  The  friends  of  Tank 
had  effectually  stated  his  services  and  wrongs : 
at  the  court  of  Damascus,  the  proceedings  of 
M usa  were  blamed,  his  intentions  were  suspected, 
and  his  delay  in  complying  with  the  first  invita- 
tion Was  chastised  by  an  harsher  and  more  per- 
emptory summons.  An  intrepid  messenger  of  the 
caliph  entered  his  camp  at  Lugo  in  Gallicia,  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  Saracens  and  Christians 
arrested  the  bridle  of  his  horse.  His  own  loyalty, 
or  that  of  his  troops,  inculcated  the  duty  of  obe- 
dience ;  and  his  disgrace  was  alleviated  by  the  re- 
cal  of  his  rival,  and  the  permission  of  investing 
with  his  two  governments  his  two  sons,  Abdallah 
and  Abdelaziz.  His  long  triumph  from  Ceuta 
to  Damascus  displayed  the  spoils  of  Afric  and 
the  treasures  of  Spain  ;  four  hundred  Gothic 
nobles,  with  gold  coronets  and  girdles,  were  dis- 
tinguished in  his  trdn :  and  the  number  of  male 
.  and  female  captives,  selected  for  their  birth  or 
*  beiuity,  was  computed  at  eighteen,  or  even  at  thir- 
ty thousand,  persons.  As  soon  as  he  reached  Ti- 
berias in-  Palestine,  he  was  apprised  of  the  sick- 
ness, and  danger  of  the  caliph,  by  a  private  mes- 
sage from  Soliman,  his  brother  and  presumptive 
heir;  who. wished  to  reserve  for  his pwa reign 
the  spectacle  of  victory.  Had  Walid  recover- 
ed, the  delay  of  Musa  would  have  been  cri- 

to  inarch  from  the  Crimaea  to  Rome ;  or  with  that  of  Caesar,  to  conquer 
the  East,  and  return  home  by  the  North  :  and  all  three  are  perhaps 
iurpassed  bj  the  real  and  successful  enterprise  of  Hannibal. 
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minal :  he  pursued  his  march,  and  foOnd  an  e-  chap, 
nemy  on  the  throne.  In  his  trial  before  a  par-  ^'' 
tial  judge,  against  a  popular  antagonist,  he  was 
convicted  of  vanity  and  falsehood ;  and  a  fine  of 
two  hundred  thousand  pieces  of  gold  either  ex- 
hausted his  poverty  or  proved  his  rapaciousness. 
The  unworthy  treatment  of  Taric  was  revenged 
by  a  similar  indignity ;  and  the  veteran  com- 
mander, after  a  public  whipping,^  stood  a  whole 
day  in  the  sun  before  the  palace  gate,  till  he  ob- 
tained a  decent  exile,  under  the  pious  name  of  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca-  The  resentment  of  the 
caliph  might  have  been  satiated  with  the  ruin  of 
Musa ;  but  his  fears  demanded  the.extirpation  of 
a  potent  and  injured  family.  A  sentence  of  death 
was  intimated  with  secrecy  and  speed  to  the 
trusty  servants  of  the  throne  both  in  Africa  and 
Sp^n :  and  the  forms,  if  not  the  substance,  of 
justice  were  superseded  in  this  bloody  execution. 
In  the  mosch  or  palace  pf  Cordova,  Abdelaziz 
was  slain  by  the  swords  of  the  conspirators;  they 
accused  their  governor  of  claiming  the  honours  of 
royalty ;  apd  bis  scandalous  marriage  with  Egi- 
lona,  the  widow  of  Roderic,  offended  the  preju- 
dices both  of  the  Christians  and  Moslems.  By 
a  refinement  of  cruelty,  the  head  of  the  son  was 
presented  to  the  father  with  an  insulting  ques- 
tion, whether  he  acknowledged  the  features  of 
the  rebel  ?  "  I  know  his  features,"  he  exclaim- 
ed with  indignation :  "  I  assert  his  innocence ;  and 
<«  I  imprecate  the  same,  a  juster,  fate  against  the 
**  authors  of  his  death."*  The  age  and  despair  pf 
Musa  raised  hiip  above  the  power  of  kipgs;  and 

lis 
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CHAP,  he  expired  at  Mecca  of  the  aagoish  of  a  broken 
^^J^^  heart.  His  rival  waa  more  favourably  treated: 
his  services  were  forgiven ;  and  Tarik  was  per- 
mitted to  mingle  with  the  crowd  of  slaves.^  I 
am  ignorant  whether  Coimt  JuUafi  was  rewarded 
with  the  death  which  he  deserved  indeed,  though 
not  from  the  hands  of  the  Saracens;  but  the  tale 
of  their  ingratitude  to  the  sons  of  Witiza  is  dis- 
proved by  the  most  unq[Hestiof»able  evidence. 
The  two  royal  youths  w^e  reiiistated  in  the  pri« 
vate  patrhnony  of  their  father ;  but  on  the  de- 
cease of  Ehtt  the  elder,  his  daught€»r  was  unjust* 
ly  despoiled  of  her  pcNi'tion  l>y  the  violeoee  of  her 
wide  S^but.  The  Gothic  maid  pleaded  her 
cause  before  the  csdipb  Hasheim,  and  obtMied 
the  restitution  of  her  inheritance ;  but  she  was 
given  in  marriage  to  a  noble  Arabian,  and  their 
two  sons,  Isaac  and  Ibrahim,  were  received  in 
Spain  with  the  consideration  that  was  due  to 
their  origin  and  riches. 
S^^^aSi^  A  province  is  assimilated  to  the  victerkws  state 
under  the  by  the  introduction  of  strangers  and  the  knkati^ 
spirit  of  the  natives  ^  and  Spain,  wh^k  had  been 
successively  tinctured  with  Punic,  asidRoman^and 
Gothic  blood,  imbibed^  in  a  few  generations,  the 
name  and  manners  of  the  Arabs.  The  first  con- 
querors, and  the  twenty  successive  lieutenants  of 

*  I  miwli  ngtet  ouc  loss,  or  my-  Ignonuie*,  of  two  Mt$Ac  works  of 
the  viiith  century,  &  Life  of  Mueii,  end  a  Poem  on  the  BxploiU  of 
I'arik.  Of  these  authentic  pieces,  the  former  was  eonmuscd  hy  « 
grandson  of  Musa,  who  hadeaoaped  f  jfoii»  the  aMssacse  of  his  kindred ; 
the  latter  by  the  vistrof  the  first  Abdabahman  caliph  of  Spain,  who 
might  have  conversed  with  some  of  the  veterans  of  the  con^tteNr'> 
(Bibligt,  Mabioo-Hispana,  torn,  il,  p.  90>  ISfy 
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the  cali|>ha,  were  attended  by  a  munerous  train  of  chap. 
civU  and  nyUtary  ftdlowers^  who  preferred  a  dis-  ^^ 
iant  fortune  to  a  n^row  home:  the  private  and 
pitblie  interest  was  j»romoted  by  the  establtsh- 
la^eot  of  faithful  colonies ;  and  the  cities  of  Spain 
were  proud  to  comsieinorate  the  tribe  or  coun- 
try of  their  eastern  progenitors.  The  victotiatts 
tlK)ugh  niotely  bands  of  Tarik  and  Musa  assert- 
ed,  by  the  name  ai  Spaniards,  their  original 
claim  of  conquest ;  yet  they  allowed  their  bre- 
thren of  Egypt  to  share  their  establishments  oi 
Mureia  and  Lisbon.  The  royal  legion  of  Da* 
maseus  was  planted  at  Ckardova ;  that  of  Ernest 
at  SevUIe ;  that  of  Kinnisrin  or  Chalcis  at  Jaen ; 
that  of  Palestine  ft  Algesire  and  Medina  SidcH 
nia.  The  natives  of  Yemen  and  Persia  were 
scattered  round  Toledo  au4  the  inland  country ; 
and  the  futile  seat^  .  ^  Grenada  were  bestowed 
on  ten  thousand  horsemen  of  Syria  and  Irak, 
the  children  of  the  purest  and  most  noble  of  the 
Arabian  tribes.'  A  spirit  of  emulation,  some- 
times beneficial,  more  frecjuently  dangerous,  was 
nourished  by  these  hereditary  factions.  Ten 
jears  after  the  conquest,  a  map  of  the  province 
was  presented  to  the  caliph:  the  seas,  the  rivers, 

'  Bibliot,  Arab.  Hitspana,  torn  ii,  p.  3S»  252. .  The  fonnev  of  th«K 
qustations  is  taken  from  a  BiograpUa  JSiapamea^  hj  an  Arabian  of 
Valentia,  <aee  the  copious  Extracts  of  Caairi,  torn,  ii,  p.  30-121);  and 
the  latter  from  a  general  Chronology  of  the  Caliphs,  and  of  the  Afri- 
can and  Spmidi  Dynasties,  with  a  particular  History  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Grenada*  of  which  Casiri  has  given  almost  an  entire  version,  (Bi« 
bliot.  Arahko^Hispaaa,  Jtom.  ii,  p.  177-319).  The  auibor  £bn  Khateftb 
a  native  of  Grenada,  and  a  contemporary  of  Novoiri  and  Abulfeda* 
Cbom  A.  D.  1313,  died  A.  D.  1374),  was  an  historian,  geographer^ 
physician,  poet,  &c.  (torn*  ii,  p.  71,  73> 
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CHAF.  and  the  harbours,  the  inhaUtants  and  dtie^, 
♦^^L^  the  climate,  the  soi},  and  the  mineral  produc- 
tions of  the  earth .•  In  the  space  of  two  cen- 
turies, the  gifts  of  nature  were  improved  by  the 
af^ulture,^  the  manufactures,  and  the  com- 
merce of  an  industrious  people ;  and  the  effects 
of  their  diligence  have  been  magnified  by  the 
idleness  of  their  fancy.  The  first  of  the  Ommi- 
ades  who  reigned  in  Spain  solicited  the  sppport 
of  the  Christians;  and,  in  his  edict  of  peace  and 
protection,  he  contents  himself  with  a  modest 
imposition  of  ten  thousand  ounces  of  goM^  ten 
thousand  pounds  of  silver,  ten  thousand  horses, 
as  many  mules,  one  thousand  cuirasses,  with  an 
equal  number  of  helmets  and  lances.^  The 
most  powerful  of  his  successors  derived  from  the 
same  kingdom  the  annual  tribute  of  twelve  mil- 
lions and  forty-five  thousand  dinars  or  pieces  of 

«  Cardoooe,  Hist  de  TAfrique  et  de  TEspagne,^  tck^L.  i,  p.  116, 
117. 

^  A  copknit  treatise  of  husbandry,  by  an  Arabian  of  SeriUe,  in  tfae 
xiith  century,  in  io  the  Escurial  library,  aadCasiri  hadaome  tfaou^ts 

ef  translating  it.  He;  gives  a  list  of  the  authors  quoted,  Arabs,  ss 
well  as  Greeks,  Latins,  &c. ;  but  ft  is  much  if  the  Andalusian  saw 
these  strangers  through  the  medium  of  his  countryman  Columella, 
iCasiri,  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hispana»  %i^m,  i,  p.  323-33S). 

'  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hispana,  torn,  ii,  p.  104.  Casiri  translates  the 
original  testimony  of  the  historian  Basis,  as  it  is  alleged  in  the  Arabic 
Biogr^phia  (Jibpanica,  pars  ix.  But  1  am  most  exceeding^  surprised 
At  the  Address,  Principibus  csterisque  Chrrstianiis  Hispanis  suis  Cat" 
telUt.  The  name  of  Castells  was  unknown  in  the  vHith  century ;  the 
kingdom  was  not  erected  till  the  year  I  Of?,  an  hundred  years  after 
the  lime  of  Basis,  (Bibliot.  torn,  ii,  p.  S30),  and  the  appellation  was 
always  expressive,  not  of  a  tributary  province,  but  of  a  line  of  ca»tk» 
independent  of  the  Moorfsh  yoke,  (d'AnviTI^,  Etats  de  rEnrope,  p. 
166-170).  Had  Casiri  been  a  critic,  he  would  have  cleared  a  dilS. 
9ulty,  perhaps  of  his  own  xnpjdng.        ' 
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gold,  about  six  millions  of  steriiag  money  ;^  a  ckap. 
sum  which,  in  the  tenth  century*  most  probably  ^Jf^^^ 
surpassed  the  united  revenues  of  the  Christina' 
monarchs.  His  royal  seat  of  Cordova  contmiK 
ed  six  hundred  moscbs,  nine  hundred  baths,  aiul 
two  hundred  thousand  houses  :  he  gave  laws  to 
eighty  cities  of  the  fir-st,  ta  three  hundred  of  the 
second  and  third,  order;  and  the  fertile  banks  of 
the  Guadalquivir  were  adorned  with  twelve, 
thousand  villages  and  hamlets.  The  Arabs 
might  exaggerate  the  truth,  but  they  created 
and  they  describe  the  most  prosperous  era  of  the 
riches,  the  cultivation,  and  the  populousness  of 
Spain.  ^ 

The  wars  of  the  Moslems  were  sanctified  bythe.Reiigiou» 
prophet;  but  among  the  various  precepts  and'^**"*^"* 
examples  of  his  life,  the  caliphs  selected  the  <  les- 
sons of  toleration  that  might  ieiidto  disarm  the 
resistance  of  the  unbelievers.  Arabia  was  the 
temple  and  patrimony  of  the  God  of  Mahomet ; 
but  he  beheld  with  less  jealousy  and  affection  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  The  polytheists  and  ido- 
laters who  were  ignorant  of  his  name,  might  bei 

*  Cardonne,  torn,  i,  p.  337^  338,  He  computes  the  revenue  at 
130,000,000  of  French  Hvres.  The  entire  picture  of  peace  and  pro- 
sperity relieves  the  bloody  uniformity  of  the  Moorish  annals. 

*  I  am  happy  enough  to  possess  a  splendid  and  interesting  work* 
iK'hieh  has  only  been  distributed  in  presents  by  the  Court  of  Madrid  » 
Sibliatktca  ArabicO'Hupana  E^cwriaUnsit^  opera  etaitudia  Michaelii  Cn^ 
Mtrit  Syro  Marvnitm:  Matriti^  infoUo^  tomutpriw,  1760,  Umutpogtenorp 
1 770.  The  execution  of  this  work  does  honour  to  the  Spanish  prass  ; 
the  MSS.  to  the  number  of  mdcccli,  are  judicibusly  classed  by  thtt 
editor,  and  his  copious  extracts  throw  tome  light  on  the  Mahometan 
literature  and  history  of  Spain.  These  relics  are  now'secure,  bn^the 
task  has  been  supinely  delayed,  till  in  the  year  1671  a  fire  consmned 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Escuriai  library,  rich  in  the  spoils  of  Grena^ 
da  and  Morocco- 
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CBAF.  kwfidly  extirpated  by  his  votaries^"  but  a  w&ie 
'^^^^  policy  supplied  the  obtigatkm  of  jusiice ;  and  af- 
ter tome  acts  of  intolerant  zeaU  the  Mahometan 
ccittqiierors  of  Hindostaa  have  spared  the  pagoda 
«f  that  devtvt  and  populous  coimtry.  The  dis- 
ciples of  Abraham^  of  Moses,  aiid  of  Jems^ 
were  solenaily  invited  to  accept  the  mcNre  per^ 
feet  rerelatiim  (tf  Midiemet ;  but  if  they  prefer- 
red  the  payment  of  a  moderate  tribute,  they 
war  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  consdeoce  and 
^^^  rel%ioii8  worship.''  In  a  fieU  of  battle^  the  f or^ 
Mabontf  £Hst  Utcs^  of  the  prisoners  were  redeemed  by  the 
''^  profession  of  Islam ;  the  females  were  boimd  to 
embrace  the  religion  of  their  masters,  and  a 
race  of  sincere  (wosdytes  was  gradually  multi- 
plied by  the  education  of  the  ki£uit  ciqitives. 
But  the  millions  of  African  and  Asiatic  con- 
Tcrts,  who  swelled  the  natiTe  bond  of  the  faith- 
ful Arabs,  must  have  been  allured,  rather  than 
constrained,  to  declare  th^r  belief  in  one  God 
and  the  apostle  of  God.  By  tiie  repetitioB  of  a 
sciiienoe  and  the  less  of  a  foredfiin,  the  subject 
or  the  skve,  the  captive  or  the  criminal,  ttrose 
in  a  moment  the  free  and  equal  companion  of 
the  victorious  Moslems,    Every  ditt  was  expiat-^ 

"■  The  JVorltK,  as  llwy  are  st^ad,  qui  teteafel  miqneiMit,  are,  I. 
Thoia  wbo»  hnidn  God»  wonlnp  tbe  sun,  naooa,  or  Mcis.  S.  Athe- 
iytib  Utrtque*  quamdiur  prioccpe  aliqoia  inter  Motemiaedaaae  siqier- 
aeC  ofipiignaiA  debcnt  donee  vcligionem  an^ktectanliir,  ndc  peqoies  iis 
SPBoedaada  eet»  aec  pretiam  aoceptaadam  pro  dbtkieiid&  eoneeientis 
libertate^  (|lel«iid»  IHeMrtat.  x«  de.  Jure  BCilitari  Mohammadan,  torn. 
iK»  pb  14>:  A  rigid  theory  ! 

*  The  diBtinctian  between  a  proacribed  and  a  tolerated  sect,  be* 
tavea  the  JKarM  and  the  People  of  the  Book,  the  believers  in  soaie 
dfnoe  xavelation,  ii  cervectljr  defined  in  tiie  coilvariation  of  the  ca« 
liphAl  MaiMa  aath  the  Idolaters  OS  S«b«a»  af  Chart  A.  Kottin* 
ger»  Hist  Orient  p.  107, 108. 
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ed,  every  eng&gem«tit  wa»  dbss^ked:  the  vtW   CHak 
of  celibacy  was  superseded  by  the  hidulgence  of  ,^^^ 
nature ;  the  active  spirits  who  slept  in  lAie  doistei^  ^ 

were  awakened  by  the  trampet  of  the  Samcens; 
and  in  the  conrolsioD  of  the  wortd,  every  men^ 
ber  ef  a  new  society  ascended  te  the  natural 
level  of  his  capacity  and  courage.  The  nAnds 
of  the  mnltittide  were  tempted  by  the  faivis%te 
as  well  as  tempordt  blessings  of  the  Arabian 
pfOfJiet;  and  charity  will  hope  that  many  of 
his  proselytes  entertained  a  serions  conviction  of 
the  truth  and  sanctity  of  his  reveliaticHi.  In  the 
eyes  of  an  inqnisitive  polytheist,  it  must  appear 
worthyofthe  human  and  the  divine  nalurcf.  More 
pure  than  the  system  of  Zoroaster,  more  Hberal 
than  the  laiw  of  Moses,  the  religion  of  Mahomet 
might  seem  les^  inconsistent  with  reason,  than 
the  creed  of  mystery  and  superstition,  which,  in 
the  seventh  century,  disgraced  the  simplicity  of 
the  gospel. 

In  the  extensive  provinces  of  Persia  and  A-  ^^  ^^^ 
fncsLi  the  natioBffl  rriigkm  has  been  emdioitied  by  of  Penku 
the  Mahometan  faith.    The  ambiguous  theologjr 
q£  the  Magi  stood  alone  among  the  sects  of  the 
East:  but  the  profane  writings  of  2oroa;Ster* 

•  The  ZetA  eie  FMend,  the  bii^le  of  the  6h<beM,  iii'  reekdrnd  bjr 
tfienwelreg,  or  at  leiut  hy  the  Matiometat»^  amotig  the  ten  liK0<Ai 
whteh  Abmlmin  receited  (torn  jHecf  en ;  And  th«nf  r^ligften  9^  h&nMie* 
sMf  styled  the  reKgion  o€  Ahrtitem,  <d*Iler6el6t,  BiMkit.  Orie«h€.  p^ 
701 ;  Hyde,  de  Religfone  ve^uAi  Fersartofr,  e.  itf,  p»  t7,  dS»  SU»% 
F  mtich  fear  that  we  d&  not  posseda  any  pure  and  fl§»  deacd^iioii  oT 
tha  system  of  Zoroaster.  Dr.  Prideaux'  (C^nneetioii,  yoff.  I,  p.  S0(^ 
otetaro)  adopts  the  opinion  l^at  he  had  heen  the  sla^  and  seholaf  of 
some  Jewish  prophet  in  the  captttity  of  Babylon*.  Perhap*  the  Per- 
sians, wha  have  been  the  masters  of  the  J«\^s>  irMd  i^Mert  the  h^ 
nour«  a  poor  honour,  of  being  their  masters. 
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GH  AF,  might, jander  the  reverend  name  of  Abraham,  be 
^ll^^  dexterously  connected  with  the  chain  of  divine 
revelati(Hi.  Their  evil  principle,  the  demon 
Ahriman,  might  be  represented  as  the  rival  or 
as  the  creature  of  the  God  of  light.  The  tem- 
ples of  Persia  virere  devoid  of  images ;  but  the 
worship  of  the  sun  and  of  fire  might  be  stigma- 
tized as  a  gross  and  criminal  idolatry.^^  The 
milder  sentiment  was  consecrated  by  the  prac- 
tice of  Mabomef*  and  the  prudence  of  the  ca- 
liphs; the  Magians  or  Ghebers  were  ranked  with 
the  Jews  and  Christians  among  the  people  of  the 
written  law  f  and  as  late  as  the  third  century  of 
the  Hegira,  the  city  of  Herat  will  afford  a  live- 
ly contrast  of  private  zeal  and  public  toleration.' 
Under  the  payment  of  an  annual  tribute,  the 
Mahometan  Jaw  secured  to  the  Ghebers  of  He- 
rat, their  civil  and  religious  liberties :  but  the 
recent  and  humble  mosch  was  overshadowed  by 

9  The  AraVlan  Nights,  a  faithful  and  amusing  picture  of  the  ori- 
tntal  world,  represent  in  the  most  odious  colours  the  Mag:iaDs,  or 
wor^ippert  of  fire,  to  whona  they  attribute  the  annual  sacrifice  of  t 
Mussulman.  The  religion  of  Zoroaster  has  not  the  least  afBnitj  with 
that  of  the  Hindoos,  yet  they  are  often  confounded  by  the  Mahomet- 
ang ;  and  the  sword  of  Timour  was  sharpened  by  this  aoistaket  (Hist. 
4e  Timour  Bee,  par  Cherefeddin  AU  Yezdi,  L  v> 

^  Vie  de  Mahomet,  par  Gagnier,  torn,  iii,  p.  11 4>,  115. 

'  Use  tres  sectae,  Judaei*  C^ristiani,  et  qui  inter  Persia  Magorum 
institutis  addicti  sunt,  t^r  i£»;^««v,  popuU  Ubriy  dicuntur,  (Reland,  Dis* 
•ertat.  torn,  iii,  p.  15).  The  caliph  Al  Mamun  confirms  this  honour- 
^bl^  distinction  in  favour  of  the  three  sects,  with  the  vague  and  equi- 
▼oci4  religion  of  the  Sabfjpans,  under  whioh  the  ancient  polytheists  of 
CharrsB  were  allowed  to  shelter  their  idolatrous  worship,  (Hottinger, 
Hist.  Orient,  p.  167,  169). 

■  This  singular  story  is  related  by  d'Herbclot,  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p. 
^8,  .449),  on  the  faith  of  Khondemir,  and  by  Mirchond  himself, 
iH^st,  priorum  Regum  Pcrsarum,  Ac.  p.  9,  10,  not  p.  88;^  89). 
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the  antique  splendour  of  the  adjoining  temple  of  chak 
fire.  A  fanatic  imam  deplored,  in  his  sermons, 
the  scandalous  neighbourhood/  and  accused  the 
weakness  or  indifference  of  the  faithful.  Excit* 
ed  by  his  voice,  the  people  assembled  in  tumult; 
the  two  houses  of  prayer  were  consumed  by  the 
flames,  but  the  vacant  ground  was  immediately 
occupied  by  the  foundations  of  a  new  mosch: 
The  injured  Magi  appealed  to  the  sovereign  of 
Chorasan;  he  {promised  justice  and  relief:;  when, 
behold !  four  thousand  citizens  of  Herat,  of  a 
grave  character  and  mature  age,  unanimously 
swore  that  the  idolatrous  fane  had  never  e^sisted^t 
the  inquisition  M^as  silenced,  and  their  conscience 
was  satisfied  (says  the  historian  Mirchond*)  with 
this  holy  and  meritorious  perjury."  But  the 
greatest  part  of  the  temples  of  Persia  were 
ruined  by  the  insensible  and  general  desertion  of 

^  Mirchond,  (Mohammed  Emir  Khoondah  Shah),  a  native  of  Herat, 
composed  in  the  Persian  language  a  general  history  of  the  East,  from 
the  creation  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  875,  (A.  D.  1471).  In  the  year 
POi,  CA«  D.  1498),  the  historian  obtained  the  command  of  a  princely 
library,  and  his  applauded  work,  in  seven  or  twelve  parts,  was  ab- 
breviated in  three  volumes  by  his  son  Kh»ndemir,  A.  H.  927,  A.  DI 
1 520.  The  two  writers,  most  accurately  distinguished  by  Petit  de  la 
Croix,  Hist,  de  Genghizcan,  p.  537,  538,  544,  545),  are  loosely  con. 
founded  by  d'Herbelot,  (p.  358,  410,  994,  995) :  but  his  numerous 
extracts,  under  the  improper  name  of  Khondemir,  belong  to  the  fa- 
ther rather  than  the  son.  The  historian  of  Genghizcan  refei*s  to  a 
jMS.  of  Mirchond,  which  he  received  from  the  hands  of  his  friend 
d'Herbelot  himself.  A  curious  fragment  (the  Taherian  and  Soffariaii 
Dynasties)  has  been  lately  published  in  Persic  and  Latin,  (Vienna, 
1782,  in  4to,  cum  nbtis  Bernard  de  Jenisch):  and  the  editor  allowi 
us  to  hope  for  a  continuance  of  Mirchond. 

u  Quo  testimonio  boni  se  quidpiam  prsestitisse  opinabantur.  Yet 
Mirchond  must  have  condemned  their  zeal,  since  he  approved  the  lega> 
toleration  of  the  Magi,  cui  (the  fire  temple)  peracto.  singulis  annis 
censii,  uti  sacra  Mohammedis  lege  cautum,'  ab  dmnibus  malestiis  &• 
oneribus  Hbero  esse  licuit. 


LL 
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CHAF.  thcnl*  Totariei.  It  was  iruensible,  rince  It  is  BOt 
accompanied  with  any  memoml  of  time  orpl^ce, 
of  pemecution  or  resiataoce.  It  wM  genernff 
since  the  whole  reabn,  from  S^raz  to  Saxnar- 
^znd,  imbibed  the  faith  of  the  Kwan ;  iatiid  the 
preservation  of  the  native  tbngue  reteals  the 
d^ent  of  the  Mahometans  of  Persia.^  In  the 
mountaihs  and  deserts,  an  obstinate  raoe  of  un* 
Iwlieven;  adhered  to  the  superstitibn  of  their 
fathers ;  and  a  famt  tradition  of  the  Magian  theo- 
logy is  kept  alive  in  the  province  of  Kirmacn,  a- 
long  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  among  the  e»}es  of 
Snrat,  and  in  the  colony  which,  in  the  last  cen- 
tury, was  planted  by  Shaw  Abbas  at  the  gates 
of  Ispahan.  The  chief  pontiff  has  l^tired  to 
mount  Elbourz,  eighteen  le^agues  from  the  city 
of  Yeai :  the  perpetual  fire  (if  it  continue  to 
Imm)  is  inaccessible  to  the  profane ;  but  his  re- 
sidence is  the  school,  the  oracle,  and  the  pilgri- 
mage, of  the  Gh6bers,  whose  hard  and  uniform 
features  attest  the  unmingled  purity  of  their 
blood.  Under  the  jurisdiction  of  their  elders, 
eighty  thousand  families  maintain  an  innocent 
end  industrious  life ;  their  subsistence  is  derived 
from  some  curious  manufactures  and  mechanic 
trades ;  and  they  cultivate  the  earth  with  the 
fervour  of  a  religious  duty.  Theb  ignorance 
withstood  the  despotism  of  Sh^w  Abbas,  who  de- 

*  Tlw  last  MagUn  of  name  and  power  iCpp^ars  t»  be  Mardavi^  the 
Diiemite,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  10th  eentory,  reigned  in  tke 
tiorthem  fyrovinees  of  Persia,  near  the  Caspian  Sea,  (d*Hei9>elot»  IlibHot. 
Orieift.  p.  3S5>.  But  his  soldiers  and  successors,  the  JBem&e»  either 
processed  or  embraced  the  Mahometan  faith ;  and  under  their  dy- 
nasty (A.  D.  98S«10!e9)  I  should  place  the  fsU  ef  ;tiie  r^tM  df  Ze- 
roastec 
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manded  with  threats  and  torture?  the  prophetic  ghap« 
books  of  Zoroaster ;  and  this  obscure  remnant  ^.^J^L^ 
of  the  Magim^  is  spared  by  the  moderation  or 
contempt  of  their  present  sovereigns/ 

The  horthern  coast  of  Africi^  is  the  only  land  oecsne 
in  which  the  light  of  the  gospel  after  a  long  chriitian. 
and  perfect  establishmenti  has  been  totally  ex«  ^!" 
tinguished.     The  arts,  which  had  been  taught 
by  Carthage  and  Rome,  were  involved  in  a  cloud 
of  ignorance ;  the  doctrine  of  Cyprian  and  Aut 
gustin  was  no  longer  studied.     Five  hundred 
episcopal  churches  were  overturned  by  the  hos- 
tile fury  of  the  Donatists^  the  Vandals,  and  the 
Moors.    The  zeal  and  numbers  of  the  cjergy  de- 
clined; and  Ihe  people,  without  discipline,  or 
knowledge,  or  hope,  submissively  sunk  under 
the  yoke  of  the  Arabian  prophet.    Within  fifty  a.  d.  ti#/ 
years  after  the  expulsion  of  th^  Greeks,  a  lieu* 
tenant  of  Africa  informed  the  caliph  that  the 
tribute  of  the  infidels  was  abolished  by  their  con- 
version,'  and,  though  he  sought  to  disguise  his 
fraud  and  rebellion,  his  specious  jH^etence  was 
drawn  from  the  rapid  and  extensive  progress  of 
the  Mahometan  faith.     In  the  next  age,  an  ex*  a.  d.  s37, 
traordinary  mission  of  five  bishops  was  detached, 
from  Alexandria  to  Cairoan.     They  were  or-^ 

I  The  present  state  of  the  Ghebers  in  Persia,  is  uken  from  Sir 
John  Chardin,  not  indeed  the  most  learned,  hut  the  most  judicious 
and  inquisitive,  of  our  modem  travellers,  (Voyages  in  Perse,  torn,  ii, 
p.  109,  17d-.lS7,  in  4to).  His  brethren,  Pietro  de  la  Valle,  Olea. 
xius*  Thevenot,  Tavernier,  &c.  whom  I  have  fruitlessly  searched, 
had  neither  eyes  nor  attention  for  this  interesting  people* 

«  The  letter  of  Abdoulrahman,  governor  or  tyrant  of  Africa,  to  th^ 
caliph  Aboul  Abbas,  the  first  of  the  Abbasides,  is  dated  A.  H.  1£^» 
(Cardonne^  Hist,  de  rAfric[ue  et  de  rfispagiic»  Wm.  i^  p.  IQfy 
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CHAP,  duineJ  by  the  Jacobite  patriarch  to  cherish  and 
«««!l!l«%«  J^^vire  the  Hying  embers  of  Christianity:*  but 
the  interposition  of  a  forei;jn  prelate,  a  stranger 
to  the  Latins,  an  enemy  to  the  catholics,  sup- 
poses the  decay  and  dissolution  of  the  African 
hierarchy.  It  was  no  longer  the  time  when  the 
successor  of  St.  Cyprian,  at  the  head  of  a  nu- 
merous synod,  could  maintain  an  equal  contest 
A.0. 1053-  ^jtii  tj^^  ambition  of  the  Roman  pontiff.  In  the 
eleventh  century,  the  unfortunate  jw-iest  who  was 
seated  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  implored  the 
arms  and  the  protection  of  the  Vatican ;  and  he 
bitterly  complains  that  his  naked  bodj  had  been 
scourged  by  the  Saracens,  and  that  his  authority 
was  disputed  by  the  four  suffragans,  the  totter- 
ing pillars  of  his  throne.  Two  epistles  of  Gre- 
gory VIP  are  destined  to  sooth  the  distress  of 
the  catholics  and  the  pride  of  a  Moorish  prince. 
The  pope  assures  the  sultan  that  they  both  wor- 
ship the  same  God,  and  may  hope  to  meet  in 
the  bosom  of  Abraham ;  but  the  complaint,  that 
three  bishops  could  no  longer  be  found  to  conse- 
crate a  brother,  announces  the  speedy  and  inevit- 
•nd  Spain*  able  Hiin  of  tlie  episcopal  (wrder.  The  Christians 
iuc/  'of  Africa  and  Spain  had  long  since  submitted  to 
the  practice  of  circumcision  and  the  legal  absti- 
nence from  wine  and  pork;  and  the  name  of  J/o- 

*  Bibliutheque  0rier4tale,  p.  66.  Renaudot,  Hist.  Patriarch.  Alex. 
p.  287,  288. 

*  Among  the  Epistles  of  the  Popes,  see  Leo  IX,  epist.  3;  Gregor. 
VII,  1.  j,  epiit.>22,  23;  1.  Hi,  epist.  19,  20,  21 ;  and  the  criticisms 
of  Pagi,  (torn,  iv,  A.  D.  1053,  N«.  U;  A.  D.  1073.  No.  13),  ^h* 
investigates  the  name  and  family  of  the  Moorish  prince,  with  xfhoiv 
the  proudest  of  the  Roman  pontiflii  so  poIite}y  corresponds. 
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zarabes''  (adoptive  Arabs)  was  applied  to  their,  chaf, 
civQ  or  religious  confoEputy.^  About  the  middle  ^J^^ 
of  the  twelfth  century  the  worship  of  Christ  and 
the  succession  of  pastors  were  abolished  along 
the  coast  of  Barbary^  and  in  the  kiogdoms  of 
Cordova  and  Seville,  of  Valencia  and  Grenada/ 
The  throne  of  the  Alniohades,  or  Unitarians, 
was  founded  on  the  blindest  fanaticism,  and 
their  extraordinary  rigour  might  be  provoked 
or  justified  by  the  recent  victories  and  intolerant 
zeal  of  the  princes  of  Sicily  and  Castille,  of  Arra- 
gon  and  Poitugal.    The  faith  of  the  Mozarabes  a.  a  1535. 
was  occasionally  revived  by  the  papal  missiona- 
ries; and,  on  the  landing  of  Charles  V,  some  fami- 

^  Mozarabes,  or  Mostarabes,  adscitiiih  as  it  is  interpreted  in  Latin, 
(Pocock,  Specimen  Hist.  Arabum,  p.  39, 40.  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hispana, 
torn,  ii,  p.  18).  The  Mo2arabic  liturgy  ^  the  ancient  ritual  of  the  church 
of  Toledo,  has  been  attacked  by  the  popes,  and  exposed  to  the  doubtful 
trials  of  the  sword  and  of  fire,  (Marian.  Hist.  Hispan.  torn,  i,  I.  ix,  c.  18, 
p*  378).  It  was,  or  rnther  it  i^,  in  the  Latin  tongue ;  yet  in  the  xith 
century  it  was  found  necessary  (A.  M,  C.  1687 ;  A.  D.  1039)  to  tran^ 
scribe  an  Arabic  version  of  the  canons  of  the  councils  of  Spain,  (Bibliot* 
.  Arab.  Hist.  torn,  i,  p.  547),  for  the  use  of  the  bishops  and  clergy  in 
the  Moorish  kingdoms. 

**  About  the  middle  of  the  xth  century,  the  clergy  of  Cordova  was 
reproa(*ed  with  this  criminal  compliance,  by  the  intrepid  envoy  of  the 
emperor  Otho  1,  (Vit.  Johan.  Gorz,  in  Secul.  Benedict.  V,  N».  115*, 
apud  Fleury  ;  Hist.  Eccles.  torn,  xii,  p.  91). 

•  Pagi,  Critica;,  tom.  iv,  A.  D.  1149,  N».  8,  9.  He  justly  observes, 
that  when  Seville,  Ac.  were  retaken  by  Ferdinand  of  CastiHe,no  Christ- 
ians, except  captives,  were  found  in  the  place  ;  and  that  the  Mozara- 
bic  churches  of  Africa  and  Spain,  described  by  James  a  Vitriaco,  A. 
D.  1219,  (Htst.  Hierosol.  c.  80,  p.  1095,  in  Gest.  Dei  per  Francos), 
are  copied  from  some  older  book.  I  shall  add,  that  the  date  of  the 
Hegira  677  (A.  D.  1278)  must  apply  to  the  copy,  not  the  composition, 
of  a  treatise  of  jurisprudence,  which  states  the  civil  rights  of  the  Christ- 
ians ofCordova,  (Bibliot.  Arab.  Hist.  tom.  i,  p.  471);  and  that  the 
JewB  were  the  only  dissenters  whom  Abul  Waled,  king  of  Grenadai 
(A.  D.  1313),  could  either  discountenance  or  tdlerate,  (torn,  ii,  p. 
288). 
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meatf  Yet  this  partud  jcaloiisy  was  healed  bj 
line  Md  —limwrin«;  the  cimiches  ef  C^ypt 
vere  shand  with  the  catholicsy^  and  all  the 
ariental  sects  were  indnded  m  the  aNnvon  be- 
■efito  of  brferaticMi.  The  sank,  the  inmumities, 
the  domestic  jurisdictioD,  of  the  patri«rdis»  the 
bishops,  iukI  the  clergj,  were  protected  hj  tlM 


'  Btfnttwtof^  Hist.  PstiteclL  Akx.  p.  f8&  JLm  A&kamm  vwU 
IWM  Sattcfcd  bk  B«nao  iMstcrs*  «oiil4kckav»diHOtv«la^y]«tCBt 
reHa  cf  the  Chriftijuiitf  0r  Africa. 

c  AMC  (Mid  the  catholic  to  Uwvl^orB^dad) oft  ftfiloMfcabof 
KcftoriaiiQit  ^oomm  pneter  AjEtbaa  nnltaa  aliiif  vok  oat.  «t  Ctocos 

quorum  rcgea  amovcndo  Anbibiis  hello  aon  ikniitniilta< Seeia  the 

CoOectfoiiaof  AaMiiiaiuiiit,<]Mhiiot.  Orkot.  torn,  nr,,  fb  Sf-IOI),  tht 
•UCe  of  the  Kcitoriaiis  under  the  caliphs.  That  of  the  JaeolMs  If 
more  concisely  czpoicdin  the  Pkeliminarj  Piaegfiti^n  of  tjia  aacaad 
volame  of  Aaaetnanniia. 

k  Eotjcfa.  AnnaL  torn.  U,  pu  S84, 987»  38S.  BnwiStft,  Biat  Pa- 
triarch. Alex.  p.  SOS,  206,  257,  332.  A  taint  of  the  MdAodMBte 
hentj  might  render  the  firat  of  these  Greek  ptftritichs  leaa  loyal  ts 
the  majftnn  and  less  obnaxleiis  to  the  Arabs; 
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civil  magfatmte:  ih^lmming^todMaoAw^  c»Ar/ 
commeiided  them  totbecuqilaitaiMitoef  teen*  ^^^7:^^^ 
taries  and  pbjrsiciaiis :  they  ircre  aviebed  liy^ 
the  lacrtitite  edlectkm  of  the  fcycnw ;  ttod  tbrir 
niarit  was  aometiniM  raised  to  %}»  coauMod  ef 
dtfes  and  proviiioes.  A  caliph  of  tbe  hamf^  of 
Abbas  was  beard  to  dleclare  that  the  ChrSstlaae 
were  most  worthy  of  trust  in  tl^  adiauibtratim 
ofPerste.  <<  The  Moslems^"  said  he^*"  win  «bii9e 
^  their  poreseot  f dMrtune ;  the  Magians  regret  their 
^  fallen  greatness;  and  the  Jews  are  impatteni  for 
^  their  i^ronching  defiverance.''^  But  the  sbiTes  'n^ 
of  despotism  are  exposed  to  the  alternatives  of  ^^^'^ 
fevoar  and  disgrace*  The  captive  chnrdies  <tf  the 
East  have  been  afflicted  in  every  age  hy  the  ava^ 
riceorfaigotry  of  their  ralers;  and  the  ordinary  and 
l^al  restraints  nmst  be  offensive  to  the  pride  or 
the  zeal  of  the  Christians.^  About  two  hundred 
.years  after  Mahomet^  they  were  separated  fron 
thtfr  fUlow^-subjeeta  by  a  turban  or  girdle  of  a  less 
hononr8di>le  eolour ;  inrtead  o£  horses  or  mule$» 
tiiey  were  condemned  to  ride  onasses^injkheatti* 
tude  of  women.  Their  pnblic  and  private  build* 
ings  were  «iea»u:ed  by  a  diminutive  standard ; 
in  the  streets  or  the  baths  it  is  their  duty  to  give 

*  Mottdhed,  who  reSgntd  from  A.  0.  89?  to  SOS.  The  Magians 
sttll  held  their  name  and  rank  among  the  religiontef  tbe  empire*  (A«- 
temannS,  BJbliot.  Orient,  torn'  tr*  p»  97). 

*  Reland  explains  the  general  restraints  of  the  Mafaomatan  ptikf 
nd  jurisprudence.  (Dinertat  torn.  Hi,  p.  1G-20).  The  oppreaslya 
edicts  or  the  caliph  Motawaklcd*  (A.  B.  847-861),  which  are  stiH  la 
ft>rce»  are  noticed  by  Eutychios  (Annal.  torn,  ii,  p.  44S)  and  d'Hcrbo* 
lot.  (BibHot.  Orient,  p.  640).  A  persecutioo  of  the  eidlpb  Omar  II 
ia  related,  and  motft  prnbablyiimnxfied«  by  the  Ghreek  Theapbanes, 
(Cbroo.  p.  aS4> 
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tend  to  liie  pngadice  of  a  tnie  bdierer.  Tke 
pomp  of  pfOCCTBong,  the  umad  of  fadb  a*  rf 
pgalmo^,  is  intadicled  in  tkeir  voRdup :  a  de- 
cent  rererenoe  for  the  natknial  fintli  if  Jmiwwrd 
on  their  sermons  and  conrerMtiong ;  and  tlie  » 
enlegiomA  atteo^t  to  enter  a  moBcfa^.or  to»- 
dnce  a  Mogwilaan,  will  not  be  softred  to  escape 
irith  imponity.  In  a  time,  however,  of  tmnquil- 
fitf  and  justice  the  Christians  have  never  been 
oompeDed  to  renounce  the  Goqid  or  to  enhrace 
the  Koran ;  hot  the  pnnishment  of  deatii  is  in- 
iicted  upon  the  apostates  who  have  pvoiessedasd 
deserted  the  hMr  of  Mahomet  Themartfisof 
Cordova  fHrovdlLed  the  sentoice  of  the  cadhi,  by 
the  publk  confession  of  their  inomstancy,  ,or 
their  pasrionate  invectives  agamst  the  peraon 
and  rel^ion  of  the  pro|rfiet.^ 
S^Suit  ^*  the  end  of  the  first  century  of  die  Hegira, 
aaiphs,  the  caliphs  were  the  most  potent  and  ^sAsohite 
^^'  ^^^  monardis  of  the  globe.  Their  prerogative  was 
not  circumscribed,  either  in  right  or  in  faot,  by  the 
power  of  the  nobles,  the  freedom  of  the  amunons, 
the  privileges  of  the  churdi,  the  votes  g£  a  senate, 
orthememoryofafreeconstituticm.  The  author- 

*  The  mMxtjn  of  Cordova  (A«  D.  850,  &c.)  are  commemorated  and 
juatified  by  Su  Eulogioa,  who  at  length  fell  a  victim  himself!  A  sy* 
nodt  convened  by  the  caliph,  ambiguously  censured  their  rashness. 
J'h^  moderate  Fleury  cannot  reconcile  their  conduct  with  the  disci- 
pline of  antiquity,  toutefois  Tautorit^  de  TEglise,  &c.  (Fleury,  Hist. 
|<:cG^|.  torn.  X,  p.  415-523,  particularly  p.  451,  508,  509).  Their 
authentic  acts  throw  a  strong  though  transient  light  on  the  Spanish 
eburch  in  (he  ixtli  eentury. 


itj  of  the  companions  of  Mahom^  expiredc'Vidth  <^i^, 
their  lives;  and  tiie  chiefs  or  emirs  of  tiie^Ara^  ^.Jli. 
bian  tribes  left  behind,  in  the  ^desert,  the  8|mt 
of  equality  and  independence.  The  regal i  and. 
sacerdotal  characters  were  united  in  the  saic(%8fr* 
ors  of  Mahomet ;  and  if  the  Koran  was  the  rule 
of  their  actions,  they  were  the  supreme  jiKiges 
and  interpreters  of  that  divine  book.  .They 
reigned  by  the  right  of  conquest  over  the  na* 
tions  of  the  East,  to  whom  the  name  of  liberty 
was  unknown,  and  who  were  accustomed  to  ap* 
plaud  in  tli^ir  tyrants  the  acts  of  violence  and 
severity  that  were  exercised  at  their, ow»  e;^.- 
pence.  Under  the  last  of  the  Ommiades,  the 
Arabian  empire  extended  two  hundred  days  jour* 
ney  from  east  to  west,  from  the  confines  of  Tar- 
tary  and  India  to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  And  if  we  retrench  the  sleeve  of  the 
robe,  as  it  is  styled  by  their  writers,  the  long 
and  narrow  province  of  Africa,  the  solid  and 
compact  dominion  from  Fai^ana  to  Aden,  from 
Tarsus  to  Surat,  will  spread  on  every  side  to  the 
measure  of  four  or  five  months  of  the  march  of 
a  caravan.'"  We  should  vainly  seek  the  indis- 
soluble union  and  easy  obedience  that  pervaded 
the  government  of  Augustus  and  the  Antonines; 
but  the  progress  of  the  Mahometan  religion  dif- 
fused over  this  ample  space  a  general  resem- 

n  See  the  article  EUamiak  (as  we  say  Christendom)  in  the  Bibllo- 
theque  Orientale,  (p.  S25).  This  chart  of  the  Mahometan  world  is 
suited  by  the  author,  Ebn  Alwardi,  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  3S5»  (A* 
D.  995).  Since  that  time»  the  losses  in  Spain  have  been  overbalancedl 
Vy  the  conquests  in  India,  Tartary,  and  the  Euro{>ean  Turkey. 


Md  hat  of  the  KmwmMre  ttadied  wtth  eqwl 
■t  SMMrand  aod  SeviBe:  die  Moor 
fluj  the  Inditt  eBhraeed  •!  MmHrjmm  and 
IwrthBH  »  the  9%riw«»  of  Mecca:  end  the 
Aniktlt  hngpag*  wmb  edepM  bb  the  ^c^pebr 
in  att  the  pioviaMc  to  the  ireatwwd  of 


•  Tb»  Ankfe  oTtht  Xortn  li  tem^  «  a  *■«  lamoAf*  kitl*Ml. 
fOT<»iisuak»tt»MigirM«M«r  )ii^«ii«'y«pait»aw 

Mriiw*  ■idlb»AnMHi«a)Mtitrt|iIa.l0it>AMw,  lkci»A» 


»ir»  et  tai  unrtar  f  etctie. 
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